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DEATH OF JOHNSON. 
1784. 

On May 5, 1784, after all this excitement, Bos well 
arrived. He found Johnson somewhat recovered. After 
a month's stay, during which he reports only a few 
meagre conversations — a proof of his relaxing attention 
to the invalid, — they set off together, on June 3rd, on 
a jaunt to Oxford, where they remained till the 19th. 
This proved to be the last of their many pleasant 
expeditions, and the faithful companion had the satis- 
faction of thinking that he contributed not a little to 
make it agreeable. He even took the trouble of going 
down with Johnson, although he had to return almost 
as soon as he arrived, to keep an engagement in town ;• 
setting off again at once for Oxford, to stay with his' 
friend. There are some very touching passages in this 
episode, described with true feeling by Boswell, for 
Johnson was then virtually under sentence of death. 

It was when they returned to town, that a serious 
plan for the comfort of his friend occurred to the faith- 
ful " Bozzy," and which he set himself to carry out, 
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with much earnestness and ingenuity. This, one of the 
most creditable passages in his life, was the securing an 
addition to Johnson's pension from Government, that 
he might set off for Italy, and thus prolong his valuable 
life. The idea had occurred to some others, but 
nothing was done until Boswell addressed a letter to 
the chancellor, Lord Thurlow, and laid the case before 
him. In. this step he took counsel only with Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, who perfectly agreed with him as to 
its propriety. It was kept secret from Johnson. 
Boswell soon received a sympathizing letter from the 
chancellor, promising to " adopt and press " the sug- 
gestion, as far as he could, and he even held out hopes 
that it was likely to succeed. 

Boswell tells, in his own amiable unaffected manner, 
what followed : " I intended to set out fop Scotland next 
morning ; but Sir Joshua cordially insisted that I should 
stay another day, that Johnson and I might dine with 
him, that w r e three might talk of his Italian Tour, and, 
as Sir Joshua expressed himself, 'have it all out/ I 
hastened to Johnson, and was told by him that he was 
rather better to-day. Boswell. 'I am very anxious 
about you, Sir, and particularly that you should go 
to Italy for the winter, which I believe is your own 
wish.' Johnson. ' It is, Sir.' Boswell. ' You have no 
objection, I presume, but the money it would require/ 
Johnson. ' Why, no, Sir/ — Upon which I gave him a. 
particular account of what had been done, and read to 
him the Lord Chancellor's letter. — He listened with 
much attention ; then warmly said, ' This is taking 
prodigious pains about a man/— ' 0, Sir, (said I, with 
most sincere affection), your friends would do every thing 
for you/ He paused, — grew more and more agitated, 
— till tears started into his eyes, and he exclaimed with 
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fervent emotion, c God bless you all/ I was so affected 
that I also shed tears. — After a short silence, he renewed 
and extended his grateful benediction, ' God bless you 
all, for Jesus Christ's sake/ We both remained for 
some time unable to speak. — He rose suddenly and 
quitted the room, quite melted in tenderness. He staid 
but a short time, till he had recovered his firmness ; 
soon after he returned I left him, having first engaged 
him to dine at Sir Joshua Reynolds's next day. — I 
never was again under that roof which I had so long 
reverenced. 

" On Wednesday, June 30, the friendly confidential 
dinner with Sir Joshua Reynolds took place, no other 
company being present. Had I known that this was the 
last time that I should enjoy, in this world, the conver- 
sation of a friend whom I so much respected, and from 
whom I derived so much instruction and entertainment, 
I should have been deeply affected. When I now look 
back to it, I am vexed that a single word should have 
been forgotten. 

" Both Sir Joshua and I were so sanguine in our ex- 
pectations, that we expatiated with confidence on the 
liberal provision which we were sure would be made for 
him, conjecturing whether munificence would be dis- 
played in one large donation, or in an ample increase of 
his pension. He himself catched so much of our 
enthusiasm, as to allow himself to suppose it not 
impossible that our hopes might in one way or other be 
realised. He said that he would rather have his pension 
doubled than a grant of a thousand pounds ; ' for, 
(said he,) though probably I may not live to receive as 
much as a thousand pounds, a man would have the con- 
sciousness that he should pass the remainder of his life 
in splendour, how long soever it might be/ " 
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Unhappily, however, these well-meant exertions 
were destined to fail. The application was unsuccessful, 
but the generous Thurlow himself offered to advance 
five or six hundred pounds to Johnson on a mortgage 
of his pension ; explaining that this form was merely 
adopted to satisfy his sense of independence. There is 
nothing more pleasing or touching than this, in the 
records of official life. But Johnson, mortified and dis- 
appointed, refused the aid. The reason of the rejection 
of the petition was, as Mr. Elwin has wTitten to me, 
" that Pitt never granted any favour or pension to a 
literary man, during all the time he was in power." But 
a more substantial one might be that there was no reason 
for such an indulgence ; for it turned out that Johnson 
had a large sum of money saved, £2,300, as is shown by 
his will ! Not long before, Thrale had left him a legacy, 
all which makes the matter rather perplexing. In any 
case his friends might easily have helped him with the 
moderate sum for the expenses of the journey. Two 
hundred pounds would certainly have covered the actual 
charges of travel : and the cost of living in Italy would 
have been no more, or little more, than that of living in 
London. 

Thurlow, a few months later, was much annoyed, when 
he found that his generous offer had been made public, 
and was talked about. It was, indeed, given out that 
the king had refused his sanction to the pension being 
mortgaged, which was untrue. Again the chancellor 
renewed his kind offer, which Johnson was too ill to- 
avail himself of * 

* In another work I undertook the task of exposing some of 
the very amusing " mare's nests " which Mr. Croker, carried away 
by his Boswellian speculations, absolutely revelled in. One of the 
most ludicrous is connected with this incident. Narrowly scruti- 
nizing this letter of Thurlow 's to Sir Joshua, he discovered, or- 
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With one matter during this last visit it is, however, 
impossible not to be struck, viz, that, towards the close 
of their intimacy, Boswell seemed to tire a little of his 
servitude, and perhaps to resqnt the many " tossings " 
and " rebuffs " he had to endure from his monitor. The 
connection had now lasted over twenty years. His own 
gloom and consciousness of increasing indulgence in 
dissipation made him shrink from the society of his 
friend, even when he was in town : and he relaxed a 
great deal in his important task of note-taking. We 
later find that he allowed long intervals to elapse with- 
out writing, which fretted and annoyed Johnson a good 
deal. In April, 1781, we find him noting down that, 
"for some time after this day I did not see him very 
often, and, of the conversation, I am sorry to find I have 
preserved but little." He was much engaged in a 
variety of other matters. In May there was a dinner 
at Thrale's, after which there " was a pretty long 
interval, during which I and Dr. Johnson did not 
meet." They did, however, meet ; but " of his conversa- 
tion on that and other occasions, during this period, I 
neglected to keep any regular record/' From May 1st 
till May 15th, he says, he had no minutes of any inter- 
fancied that he discovered, an erasure in the sentence, " It would 
have suited the purpose better, if nobody had heard of it except 
Dr. Johnson, you and I." The " I " he makes out to have stood 
originally, " J. Boswell," which he calls " an uncandid trick, to 
defraud Boswell of his merit in the matter." Prom this he also 
reasons that Thurlow had never applied to the king for the 
pension at all. This speculation can be disposed of at once. Mr. 
•Croker was confounding the application for the pension with the 
later mortgage proposal, to which this letter (dated four months 
after the pension had been refused) only can refer. Boswell 
iiad left town long before, and knew nothing of the matter ; so 
that the chancellor's statement, that it was " only Johnson, you 
and I," that were in the secret, was strictly correct. Finally, 
Thurlow would never have named him so familiarly as "J. 
Boswell," who was scarcely known to him ; but as " Mr. Boswell." 
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views, and he had now got the habit of putting together 
any little scraps or observations of the doctor's which 
belonged to different periods and interviews. He 
mentions a dinner at Dr. Brocklesby's, but says : " Of 
these days and others on which I saw him / have 
110 memorials, except the general recollection of his 
being able and animated in conversation." Again he 
writes : " I find only three small particulars." On the 
17th, at another house, he says Johnson was " quiescent" 
" Perhaps, too, I was indolent. I find nothing more of 
him in my notes, but a remark about the ' imitation.' " 

Of their visit to Oxford, Boswell's notes are very full, 
as he had no distractions ; and, after Johnson's return to 
town in June, Boswell saw him frequently, " but still 
had few memorandums." He therefore fell back upon 
what may be called his " omnium gatherum." On June 
24th, there was another dinner at Dilly's, where he again 
neglected to preserve the conversation. It is plain from 
all this, that Boswell, either from his intemperate habits, 
or longings for pleasure, was suffering from the languor 
or torpor that usually follows excess. 

The energy and vigour of Johnson's mind was shown 
in his gallant struggle with the diseases which were 
hurrying him to his death. This. is shown by Boswell's 
record of dinners and discussions. Their last pleasant 
meeting was at Sir Joshua's, on June 30th, 1784, the day 
before Mr. Boswell left town, and Johnson's last word to 
his old friend and admirer was, " Nay, sir, be as perfect 
as you can." " I accompanied him," says Boswell, " in 
Sir Joshua Reynolds's coach " — which the good host must 
have had ordered out — " to the entry of Bolt Court. He 
asked me whether I would not go with him to his house. 
I declined, from an apprehension that my spirits would 
sink. We bade adieu to each other affectionately on 
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the carriage. When he had got down upon th£ pave- 
ment he called out, ' Fare you well/ and, without looking 
back, sprung away with a kind of pathetic briskness, if 
I may use that expression, which seemed to indicate 
a struggle to conceal uneasiness, and impressed me 
with a foreboding of our long long separation." A 
pleasingly natural, and artless description, full of feeling.* 
Nearly five months went by, and Boswell continued 
at his castle. As Johnson's last sickness came on, it is 
curious to find how diligent he was as a correspondent. 
Boswell furnishes a number of letters written at this 
time of trial, to Dr. Brocklesby, Windham, Burney, 
Hoole, Langton, Perkins, Gerard Hamilton, Paradise, 
Nichols, Davies, Sir Joshua Eeynolds, and others. It 
seems strange that there should be so few addressed 
to Boswell. Johnson w r rote sadly to him of his state of 
desolation: " I have no company;" and, in reply, Boswell 
inflicted on the sick man a letter filled with his own 
dejection and frctfulness. Johnson then reproached 
him, naturally, " with affecting discontent and indulging 
in the vanity of complaint ; " yet adding, most kindly, 
" My dear friend, life is very short and uncertain ; let us 
spend it as well as we can . . . write to me often and 
tcrite like a man. 37 Considering that Johnson was dying 
at the moment, this request was an affecting and reason- 
able one. Nay, two days later, he wrote another letter, 
apologizing for his roughness. Boswell, himself a prey 
to his morbid disease, and sunk in dejection, now took 
refuge in what his friend would call " sullenness," or 
sulk. " I unfortunately," he acknowledges, " was so 
much indisposed during a considerable part of the year, 

* Boswell, however, remained one more day in town, in the 
hope of seeing the chancellor, but did not again call upon his 
friend. 
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that it was not, or at least I thought it was not, in my 
power to write to my illustrious friend &s formerly, or 
without expressing such complaints as offended him. 
Having conjured him not to do me the injustice of 
charging me with affectation, I was with much regret 
long silent. His last letter to me then came, and 
affected me very tenderly." 

The admirable Johnson was now approaching the 
term of his long and honourable life, and at the end of 
November, 1784, lay on his death-bed. Among those 
who so affectionately ministered to him at this trying 
crisis, we miss the figure of the faithful Boswell, who 
certainly ought to have been by his side. This has 
always seemed most unaccountable. He must have 
surely known of the danger, as Langton and other friends 
on the spot would have informed him. . Four days 
would have brought him to town, and Johnson did not 
die until December 13th. Boswell gives no excuse for 
his absence. But he certainly should have been present, 
and, as his old friend used to say, "there's an end on't.'' 
The truth we believe to be is, that Boswell was in 
one of his dejected querulous states, or probably did 
not believe that the end was so near. It may be that 
to the thorough convivialist the sick or the dying are 
disagreeable and odious reminders. "Yet it was not 
a little painful to me/' goes on this strange being, 
excusing himself, " to find that in a paragraph of this 
letter, which I have omitted, he still persevered in 
arraigning me as before, which was strange in him who 
had so much experience of what I suffered. I, however, 
wrote to him two as kind letters as I could, the last of 
which came too late to be read by him, for his illness 
increased more rapidly upon him than I had apprehended ; 
but I had the consolation of being informed that he 
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spoke of me on his death-bed with affection, find I look 
forward with humble hope of renewing our friendship 
in a better world." 

" I now/' goes on this chronicler, faithful as Griffith, 
" relieve the readers of this work from any further 
personal notice of its author ; who, if he should be 
thought to have obtruded himself too much on their 
attention, requests them to consider the peculiar plan of 
his biographical undertaking." 

As he wrote this curious passage, Boswell may have 
felt the necessity of some vindication of his behaviour. 
Being sensitive, he no doubt experienced some self- 
reproafch; but his explanation really amounts to no 
more than laying the blame on Johnson, who did not 
deserve it. 

At the last solemn scene, Boswell could not refrain 
from intruding himself, as it were, from a distance, in a 
rather indelicate fashion, bringing out at this moment 
confidences which should have been held sacred, and 
almost injuring the memory and character of his friend. 
The passage is one of the most characteristic in his book 
— amusingly characteristic, we had almost said, but for 
the solemnity of the occasion. " His great fear of death, 
and the strange dark manner in which Sir John Haw- 
kins imparts the uneasiness which he expressed, on 
account of offences with which he charged himself, may 
give occasion to injurious suspicions, as if there had been 
something of more than ordinary criminality weighing 
upon his conscience. On that account, therefore, as well 
as from the regard for truth which he inculcated, I am 
to mention (with all possible respect and delicacy, how- 
ever) that his conduct, after he came to London, and had 
associated with Savage and others, was not so strictly 
virtuous in one respect, as when he was a younger man. 
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It was well known that his inclinations were uncom- 
monly strong and impetuous. 

" In short, it must not be concealed, that, like many 
other good and pious men, among whom we might place 
the Apostle Paul, upon his own authority, Johnson was 
not free from propensities which were ever warring 
against the law of his mind, and that in his combats 
with them he was sometimes overcome. Here let the 
profane and licentious pause, and let them not thought- 
lessly say Johnson was a hypocrite, or that his principles 
were not firm because his practice was not uniformly 
conformable to what he professed." 

As we said, this is one of the most " characteristical " 
passages in the whole. And the object would seem to 
be to put forward a plea for himself, as his loose practice 
had now unhappily become a habit. This was well 
known to all his friends, and he could preach morality 
on the text of Johnson's weakness. He therefore put 
forward his favourite theory of "good impressions," and 
of a general moral feeling being compatible with bad 
practice. He seizes the opportunity to dwell unctuously 
on, and to enforce this fatal doctrine, which in the end 
was unhappily to shipwreck himself. But it is difficult 
to speak too severely of this exposure of Johnson's 
supposed failings, which he so gratuitously chose to 
imagine were disturbing Johnson's last moments. 

In a letter to Lord Brougham, Mr. Croker disposes 
in a very satisfactory way of these morbid insinuations 
against Johnson, and very acutely shows that it was 
instinctively, if not intentionally, a veiling of Boswell's 
own weaknesses. " His acquaintance with Savage I have 
shown to have been much shorter and in every way 
more insignificant than was before supposed. When I 
began my Johnsonian enquiries I knew several persons 
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who had known Bozzy, and those that I consulted upon 
this very point (wondering why he should at the close 
of his book trump up these old and -apocryphal stories) 
explained it as one of Bozzy's crazy tricks, introduced 
to sanction his own practices." Then he adds these 
sagacious remarks, convincing to any one who has deeply 
studied human character. "Boswell's book is a most 
curious picture of the human mind in a vast variety of 
Aspects ; but there was one view of it which I was 
unwilling to open more largely, namely, the numberless 
little touches by which he exhibited, sometimes uncon- 
sciously and apologetically, his own follies and frailties, 
and, in fact, his own mental disorder. I have just hinted 
this, but I abstained from dilating on it out of regard 
to his family, but it is a clue very essential to the right 
appreciation of his most extraordinary book." 

Another motive, however, was to discredit Hawkins, 
who, he contended, had imputed to Johnson these very 
early excesses ! Nothing could be more unwarrantable 
than the insinuation of the "strange dark manner in 
which Sir John Hawkins imparts the uneasiness which 
he expressed," which might give rise to " injurious sus- 
picions, as if there had been something of more than 
ordinary criminality weighing on his conscience/' If 
the knight threw out such a suspicion, Boswell, as we 
have seen, made it a certainty by his indecorous revela- 
tions. Sir John did nothing of the kind, behaving with 
propriety all through the trying scene. He merely says 
that he found him in great dejection, and, " with a look 
that cut me to the heart, told me that he had the pros- 
pect of death before him, and that he dreaded to meet 
his Saviour." Being then encouraged to reflect on his 
long, good life and writings, he replied that he had 
written as a philosopher, but had not lived like one. 
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" Every man knows his own sins, and what grace lie 
has resisted^ and he is to look on himself as the greatest 
sinner he knows of." In other conversations he dwelt 
on the same topic, and the knight wondered, he ' said, 
not merely at the freedom with which he opened his 
mind, and the compunction he seemed to feel for the 
errors of his past life, but at his — " making choice of me 
for his confessor." 

Bos well's dislike of Sir John also betrayed him into 
another equally libellous perversion of what the knight 
stated. Johnson, who always fancied he knew a good 
deal of medicine and surgery, after being scarified and 
punctured, so as to open the swellings in his legs, 
reproached the doctors with not cutting deep enough ; 
he then tried to do the work himself, and made incisions 
with a pair of scissors in the calf of his leg. The feeling 
Langton rushed to Hawkins " in an agony," to tell him 
" that our friend had wounded himself in several parts 
of his body." But, on examination, he found it was as 
we have described. Langton, who was excited at the 
news, evidently thought it waa an attempt on his life, 
but Sir John found that he had made these incisions in 
his legs. " That this," he says, " was not done to hasten 
his end, but to discharge the water he conceived to be 
in him, / have not the least doubt" Could anything be 
plainer than this statement ? Yet Boswell could twist it 
thus: "This bold experiment, Sir John Hawkins has 
related in such a manner, as to suggest a charge against 
Johnson of hastening his end. A charge so very incon- 
sistent with his character in every respect, that it is 
injurious even to refute it." * 

* Dr. Johnson's death was announced in the principal country 
papers of December 16 to 23, 1784, by a paragraph in the summary 
of London news which used then to be supplied to them weekly : 
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That Boswell felt the loss of his friend and mentor 
deeply, was to be expected; and his letter to Bishop 
Percy expresses a natural and poignant grief. He wrote 
to him on March 20, 1785: "I certainly need not 
enlarge on the shock it gave my mind. J do not expect 
to recover from it ; I mean, I do not expect that I can 
ever in this world have so weighty a loss supplied. J 
gaze after him with an eager eye ; and I hope again to 
be with him" This is happily and affectionately ex- 



A subscription was set on foot by the members of 
a literary club for the erection of a monument to Dr. 
Johnson in St. Pauls Cathedral, and the details were 
settled by a committee of members, of which Boswell 
was one, and who were rather pedantically styled 
"curators." The curators invited Dr. Parr to furnish 
a Latin inscription, which, however, did not give much 
satisfaction. Boswell particularly did not relish his 
production, as will be seen from this letter. 

Boswell to Malone. 

"Dear Sir, — Whatever respect you and I and all 
who take a concern in erecting a monument to Dr. 
Johnson may have for the learning and abilities of 

• fc Dee. 14. — Yesterday afternoon, about ten minutes before Beven of 
the clock, there departed this life, at his house in Bolt Court, Fleet 
Street, in his seventy-sixth year, to the inexpressible grief of his 
friends, and to the infinite loss of his Majesty's subjects, that 
eminent ornament of literature, and firm friend of virtue and 
religion, Dr. Samuel Johnson. His venerated remains will be 
interred in Westminster Abbey. Sir Joshua Reynolds, Sir John 
Hawkins, and the learned Dr. Scott of the Commons are appointed 
his executors. Dr. Johnson settled his worldly affairs five days 
before his death. He was entirely resigned to the will of God, 
and rarely spoke during his last days, except upon religious 
subjects. He passed away without a struggle, and so quietly, that 
the persons in his chamber were not aware of his dissolution." 
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Dr. Parr, I "ath clear that we could not be justified iu 
adopting implicitly, without so much as having seen if, 
the inscription which that gentleman has written. Wo 
are answerable to the memory of our illustrious friend, 
to the present age, and to posterity ; let me add, that 
we are answerable to another tribunal, without whose, 
approbation of the Epitaph the monument cannot be 
admitted into St. Paul's Church — I mean, the Dean and 
Chapter of that Cathedral. 

"When Sir Joshua Reynolds asked Dr. Parr to 
furnish an epitaph, I cannot suppose that he meant 
to preclude even himself from consideration and all power 
of objection ; far less could he entertain the notion that 
the other gentlemen, with whom he had conferred on 
the subject, would be so tied up. He certainly under- 
stood that this epitaph, as in all similar cases, was to be 
subject to revision. He had before him the example 
of Dr. Johnson himself, who was requested to write 
Dr. Goldsmith's epitaph. And how did that great man 
conduct himself ? You will find in my octavo edition 
of his life, vol. ii., p. 248, a letter from him to Sir 
Joshua, in which he says, * I send you the poor, dear 
Doctor's epitaph. Read it first yourself: and if you 
then think it right, show it to the Club. I am, you 
know, willing to be corrected.' 

" I trust that when Dr. Parr reconsiders his unusual 
proposition he will be satisfied, and, without any offence 
to him, it must receive a negative. 

" I am, with much regard, dear Sir, your faithful, 
humble servant, James Boswell. 

" Great Portland Street, April 13, 1795." * 
* MS., British Museum. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

SECOND POLITICAL PAMPHLET. 

The loss of this trusty friend and his advice and direction 
was a serious one for Boswell. He was now left, 
uncontrolled, the prey of his own humours, whims, and 
passions. We can note almost at once the change that 
took place in his life and habits, which became more lax 
and unrestrained. The ten years or so that now follow 
are a piteous and yet instructive record of his vain 
struggles and broken resolutions, and followed by a 
gradual, helpless descent into a life of loose pleasures 
and folly. But for the great task which lay before him, 
and which seemed, in a measure, to take the place of 
his lost friend, the spectacle he would have offered 
would have been more disastrous still. We must, how- 
ever, admire the resolution and exertion which, in the 
midst of almost sottish enjoyments, enabled him to 
rally his efforts and apply himself with painful diligence 
to his laborious work. This is one of the good notes in 
BoswelTs character, and is an extenuation of his follies. 

Making due allowance for the habits of the time, 
which tolerated drinking and inebriety as a fitting part 
of social intercourse, it is clear that the cheerful Boswell 
took a license far in excess of his contemporaries. The 
consequences were disastrous, not merely to his health, 
and led to painful and humiliating exhibitions, which 
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made him a sorry spectacle. At one time he was 
induced by Johnson to become a water-drinker on 
trial ; but it was only a short experiment. 

Almost his first exhibition after the death of his 
friend was an odd display at Court. There was to be 
read in the Edinburgh papers : " At the Court of St. 
James' the following address was presented to the King 
by James Boswell, Esq., who was introduced by the 
Lord-in-Waiting. It was most graciously received, and 
Mr. Boswell had afterwards the honour to kiss his 
Majesty's hand. This was ' the humble address of the 
tenants and others residing upon the estate of James 
Boswell, Esq., of Auchinleck, 289 men, all fit to bear 
arms in defence of the King and country/ " 

But there presently appeared the extraordinary, in- 
coherent production, before alluded to, from his pen, in 
which we have the true Boswell before us, viz. a second 
"Letter to the people of Scotland." Here he chatters 
away in his most rambling fashion ; diverging from the 
main topic in hand, literally to say " whatever comes 
into his head," or whatever vanity or the impulse of the 
moment prompts. There is now no constraint, no 
consciousness of being ridiculous; and, with a curious 
credulity or self-delusion, he expected that everybody 
would appreciate, as he did, his bursts about himself, 
his family, his prospects, and his friends. The latter 
must have felt humiliated as they read his too rapturous 
compliments. The most amusing part is the very trans- 
parent object of the pamphlet, which had little to do 
with the Scotch judges, and which was really intended 
to call attention to the neglect of himself, his interests, 
and his own vast merits — to give the great dispenser of 
Scotch patronage warning that he was not to be trifled 
with. It is more interesting, however, as a contribution 
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to the discussion as to what was "Bozzy's" real 
character : though it seems to make this perplexing 
question even more perplexing, as here we have the 
author speaking deliberately, and from his hea#t, \m- 
eontrolled by any restraining influence. It becomes, 
therefore, more difficult than ever to conceive the writer 
of this production to be the same man who was presently 
to be the author of the sensible and judicial life of 
Johnson, that has been the admiration of the world. 

No longer was there the kind, wise friend, of 
whom he stood in awe, to check and reprove his ex- 
travagance. No longer was there one to tell him, 
roughly but kindly, of his follies, and to lament " that 
he had not a better bottom." Nothing was less likely 
to advance him than this pamphlet : he, in fact, made 
himself "impossible;" for promotion of sucl* a person 
would have only brought ridicule on the patron. Yet 
Mr. Dundas, whom he had treated in so free and 
offensive a style, he continued, after these attacks, to 
press for preferment — a strange instance of insensibility ; 
.and he was in a fury when he found that no notice was 
taken of his claims. 

This appeal was prompted by what he termed " an 
alarming attempt to infringe the articles of union and 
introduce a most pernicious innovation in diminishing 
the numbers of the Lords of Session." As he put it : 
"What is the crown without subjects? and what are 
subjects without a good administration of justice ? " — 
ergo, the number of judges must not be lessened. This 
" comes home to our business and bosoms. It is a very 
serious alarm indeed." The fifteen were to be reduced 
to ten. The Barons of the Exchequer he did not care 
about. <c Their gowns are of purple cloth and crimson 
velvet, very gracefully disposed, and they still retain 

VOL. II. c 
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the sacerdotal badge of a cawl, or pouch. Scandal, 
says Mr, Henry Dundas, has been applied to by some 
of the judges, who, after feasting at BaylTs French 
Tavern, and raising their spirits high with wine, have 
formed the lofty wish of severally paying their court to 
Regina Pecunia: and Mr. Henry Dundas (sometimes 
called Harry the Ninth), very willing to oblige these 
senators and make them his devoted humble servants, 
has nodded assent." 

He then bewailed that all the great and good Scotch 
families hung back so lamentably in the matter. "I 
remember Archibald, Duke of Argyle, I remember 
Stuart Mackenzie, I remember Gilmore, all, in their 
turn, bringing the people of Scotland to St. James's, and 
the Treasury, as a dalesman drives black cattle to 
Smithfield. Poor dumb beasts! why should they not 
walk up themselves and bellow as they may incline ! 
. . . Then came Mr. Henry Dundas, who has made a 
distinguished figure at more markets than one. There 
was a time when we were flattered there was to be no- 
monopoly ; when that Titus, that delicate humane genus, 
the Duke of Portland (I give his Grace as Mr. Burke 
gave him mc, not having the good fortune to be known 
to him), when he presided, then ! all was to go well 
with Scotland. There was to be no go-between. No- 
body to keep back the individuals of that distant part 
of the island from fairly asserting their claims of wealth 
or merit. But alas ! we soon found there was only a 
change of Dundases ." 

This is amusing, and shows transparently what was 
working in Boswell's mind, which, as we said, was not the 
case of reducing judges, but the neglect of Mr. Boswell 
by Mr. Dundas. His extraordinary references to per- 
sonal Mends must have excited roars of laughter ; and 
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so extravagant and excited is the tone of the whole, that 
one is inclined to think the author must have stimulated 
his pen by copious draughts of liquor. There are, 
scattered throughout his account of Johnson, occasional 
outpourings of Boswellian vanity and complainings, but 
there is nothing so amusing as what we find here. We 
have an idea that it must give a good notion of the 
rambling, ardent style of his talk, when he was well 
warmed with wine. Both exhibit that glowing and 
afFectionate rapture in which topers extol their friends, 
the value of which was never so well described as by a 
French viveur, on his deathbed, when he exclaimed 
impatiently : " Assez de ces amities de Garde Na- 
tionale ! " " My amiable and honourable friend Demp- 
ster, that rara-avis of the Scottish breed, who has 
sat in Parliament almost as long as our present most 
gracious Sovereign has sat upon the throne, when I 
talked to him upon the subject, exclaimed, 'Fifteen 
too few! I would rather have fifty! They talk of 
there being only twelve judges in England ; I say there 
are twenty thousand. The juries and our fifteen Lords 
of Session are all we have for judges in civil causes/ 
Nobly said ! There are 20,000 judges in England, and I 
hope in God there ever will be, notwithstanding all that 
the old Conjuror or any of his pupils can do. A few 
months ago, William Spence, a young man for whom 
I was Counsel, was indicted by the Lord Advocate for 
fire-raising. He was prosecuted by his Lordship in 
person, and the Lord Justice's Clerk gave a charge with 
all his ability, to find him guilty! But a respectable 
jury acquitted him ; and, as I hope for mercy from the 
Judge of all the earth, had I been one of their number, 
I should have been clear to join in the verdict. J ivill 
give up my opinion to no human authority." 
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He then asks, " Is a court of ten the same with a 
fcourt of fifteen ? Is a two-legged animal the same with 
a four-legged animal ? I know nobody who will defend 
that proposition gravely, except one grotesque Philo- 
sopher whom ludicrous fable represents as going about 
avowing his hunger, and wagging his tail, fain to 
become cannibal and eat his deceased brethren" He 
then introduces the patron, on whom his adoring eyes 
were fixed : " We are his neighbours, we all know what 
fie can do, he upon whom the thousands depend for 
three of the elements : he whose soul is all great ; whose 
resentment is terrible ; but whose liberality is boundless. 
I know that he is dignified by having hosts of enemies. 
But I have fixed his character in my mind, upon no 
slight enquiry. I have traversed Westmoreland and 
Cumberland. I have sojourned at Carlisle and at 
Kendal : I know of the Lonsdale Club at Lancaster. 
Lowthef ! Be kindly entreated, come." 

He describes the profession and its prizes as " a 
routine for our sons." " The prime society of Edinburgh 
is lawyers, they give the tone, they rule the Theatre. 
They make balls for the ladies. They let the nation 
know that they can proscribe even a beautiful duchess. 
Black, law-black is the common dress of the gentlemen 
of Edinburgh, and hence, when Foote was among us, 
he used to back the Edinburgh Hunt." These little 
anecdotal touches, however out of place, are welcome 
and characteristic. 

After naming a number of barristers of reputation, 
he adds, " I could with pleasure give a long list of my 
deserving brethren. To us it is not fair. As for myself, 
I do most certainly believe that I am now writing from 
pure motives, because, at present, I have no wish for the 
serious and important office of the Lord of the Session. 
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I have a confidence, (perhaps too great a confidence,) in 

my abilities; and therefore will try my fortune, for 

some time at least, in a wider sphere. A gown in 

Scotland should be too good a place, lest it become 

altogether an object of political preferment. Lord 

Salton might think it a snug thing. My cousin Lord 

Cathcart might see it to be better than a regiment. 

" I am sorry," he goes on, " Mr. George Byng, I 

cannot appeal to you at present, as a member of 

Parliament. For though I differ from you in my 

political creed, I think you an useful, active, watchman 

of the state. And I am never unmindful of your 

civility to me as counsel, when you sat as Chairman 

of the Ayrshire Committee." He then introduces a 

person who, at the moment, stood in his way, and 

whom he deals with rather spitefully : " Who seconded 

the King's Advocates' motion for leave to bring in this 

odious bill ? It was Sir Adam Fergusson : a man who 

has vexed me not a little, by his political success in our 

country, against my wishes. Sir A. Fergusson, as we 

are told, made overture to the Earl of Eglintoun. That 

he was not elected, we know: that he voted for his 

former opponent, we know : and it is said he supports 

the Earl's friend for one Parliament, and the Earl is 

to make him member next Parliament — if he can." 

After a tissue of insinuations against this gentleman, 

whom he wished to supplant, he tells us that, " when 

the report of this curious agreement, burst upon the 

country, like a bomb, and stunned men of all parties, 

I made the following bellman's rhymes to usher in my 

friend Colonel Hugh Montgomerie as our representative* 

"'Adam, too long you've kept your seat, 
With little for your pains ; 
Trust me, you'll never make both ends meet, 
Computing loss or gains. ;• 
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44 ' Surrender then to gallant Hugh, 
It truly will be best 1 
Bring your mock votes along with you, 
And laugh at all the rest.' " 

Then, turning to Lord Eglinton and his patronage 
of Colonel Montgomerie, " his Lordship must not take 
it amiss, if some of the best friends of his family should 
disdain what they think degrading to him, and obnoxious 
to themselves. Amongst these friends, I myself am one 
of the wannest, both an enthusiast for ancient attach- 
ments and as having the honour and happiness to be 
married to His Lordship's relation, a true Montgomerie ; 
whom I esteem, whom I love after fifteen years as on 
the day when she gave me her hand." 

" I myself have reason to hope that many of the 
real freeholders of Ayrshire will support me at the 
election for next Parliament, against which I have 
declared myself a candidate. Colonel Montgomerie has 
been chosen by the real Freeholders. May I not have 
it in my turn ! I shall certainly stand upon the 
interests of the gentlemen of landed property, and if 
upon fair trial I should not succeed I have resources 
enough to prevent me from being discontented. 
Perhaps Sir Alexander Fergusson may support me. 
I have asked his vote and interest by a letter. His 
answer has neither granted nor refused my application." 

He then returns to attack Mr. Dundas, who has 
taken very good care of his relations. "And why 
should he not, though, to be sure, flesh and blood must 
feel his having put his young nephew over, I know not 
how many of us, as Solicitor General." He was, however, 
willing to allow that he was not cruel or vindictive. 
Two wrongs he had done, one was the attacking Sir 
H. Dundas in his own country, where he was a father 
to the people, " as that hospitable, that splendid, that 
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imperial Baronet said to me with tears in his eyes. 
The other was, persuading my honoured father, a 
venerable judge in the decline of his life, to embark in 
county politics, from which he had ceased for twenty 
years, and make a parcel of votes to support Sir Adam 
Fergusson. I have no more objection to Mr. Dundas's 
being made Protector of Scotland than any other man. 
Nay I have an interest that he should be in favour, for 
there is an hereditary friendship between our families ; 
we were at College together, we have often enjoyed ; — 

" • The happier hour of joint pleasure ; ' 

and I trust to the generosity of his feelings, that, as he 
knows he once did me a severe injury, which I have 
from my heart forgiven, he will be anxious to make me 
full amends, if ever it be in his power. The desire of 
elevation is as keen in me as it is in himself: though 
I am not so well fitted for party exploits." 

He then rambles off to the merits of the Judges of 
the Session. "Dennis Forbes of Culloden gave every 
day, as a toast at table, ' Here's to every Lord of Session 
who does not deserve to be hanged/ Lord Auchinleck 
and Lord Monboddo, both judges, but since his time, 
are my authority for this " (these italics are mysterious), 
" I do not say that the toast was quite delicate, or even 
quite decent/' He then quotes a remark, which he says 
is not his own : " I owe it to Lord Palmerston, from 
whose conversation there is always something to be 
borrowed. / humbly thank His Lordship for it, and beg 
he may pardon my imperfect report of it. He gave it 
me at Lord Ossery's; I cannot refrain from mentioning 
the place : because I am very vain to sit at the table 
with a Fitzpatrick — the respect for whose ancient and 
noble blood is not lessened but increased by the 
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character of its present representative ; which I feel is 
saying a great deal, and flatter myself Fitzpatrick was 
convinced. If he was, 111 answer for it, all the world 
shall not make him flinch/' 

He then exhorts his countrymen to petition and 
address the king. The " English members would 
support them ; my old classical companion, Wilkes, 
with whom I pray you to excuse my keeping company, 
he is so pleasant, did indeed once tell me, when I once 
asked him to attend d, Scottish contest in the House of 
Commons : ' No, no ! Damn it ! Not I ! I'll have 
nothing to do with it ! I care not which prevails, it is 
only Goth against Goth/ I may without offence 
account for it by using the very expression of Mr*. 
Dundas himself, when attacking, at the Bar of the House 
of Lords, an address of the Court of Session where I 
was Counsel on the other side. / can swear to the 
phrase. ' They have been seized with some infatua<- 
tion/ I exhort you, my friends and countrymen, in the 
words of my departed Goldsmith, who gave me many 
noble truths, and gave me a jewel of the finest water 5 
the acquaintance of Sir Joshua Reynolds, I again 
exhort you, to fly from petty tyrants to the throne* 
While I arraign what strikes me as very wrong in Mr* 
Henry Dundas and the Lord Advocate in their public 
conduct, I am ready to meet them on friendly but 
equal terms in private. To the Lord Advocate I am 
willing to allow all his merit : he has risen to the head 
of our Bar ; he has made it a Peruvian Profession ; 
upon every occasion that I have known him tried, he was 
generous ; and he is a very friendly man. I should be 
exceedingly ungrateful if I did not acknowledge this/' 

He next turned to Mr. Burke : " To him I was 
much obliged when he was in power; and it grieved 
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me that he embraced what, in all sincerity, I thought 
such a measure as justified his removal from office; 
for his interest is as dear to me as my own" He next 
introduces his dear friend, Colonel James Stuart, the 
husband of the pretty Mrs. Stuart, "who for sterling 
good sense, infinite discernment, humour and honesty 
and spirit, is not exceeded by any of them," 

" You will be listened to by that brave Irishman, 
Captain Macbride, a cousin of my wife, and the friend 
of my heart, who had come into the House of Commons, 
borne upon the swelling bosoms of the worthy electors 
of Plymouth. They might also depend upon Mr. 
Lee," (Jack Lee) " with whom my intimacy has been 
chiefly formed since I made him dangle at the end of 
a rope in my East- India Letter. . * * I love Mr. Lee 
exceedingly, though I believe there are not any two 
specific propositions of any sort on which we agree ; but 
the general mass of sense, sociality, toleration, and 
religion in each of us produce two given quantities* 
which unite and effervesce wonderfully well. ... I 
know few men I would go further to serve than Jack 
Lee ; he whose nobleness of soul has so remarkably 
shown how open he is to conviction. I can have 
no doubt but that he will send for the Minister for 
Scotland and tell him in a determined tone, ' Dundas ! 
Dundas ! for shame ! Here is a rock on which we 
might have split. Til hear no more of this Court of 
Sessions. It is a monstrous measure. Let it be quashed ! ' 
Great god! forgive my thus presumptuously, thus 
rashly, attempting for a moment to forge your thunder : 
but I conjure you in the name of God, and the King, I 
conjure you to announce in your own lofty language, 
that there should be a stop put to the conspiracy." All 
of which is exquisitely ludicrous, but it is nothing to 
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what follows. "Believe me sincere," he wanders on, 
" when I tell you, that, although I, with all deference, 
cannot join you in one point, a reform in Parliament — 
for the reasons I have given you." Warming up, he bids 
them, — " Have confidence in Sir Matthew White Ridley, 
that stately, that pleasing Northumbrian, — who exhibits 
an amount of what it is strange should be rare — inde- 
pendent opulence." 

The allusion to the brave Captain Macbride made 
him speak of the Irish. " I have always stood up for 
the Irish, in whose fine country I have been hospitably 
and jovially entertained, and with whom I feel myself 
to be remarkably congenial." He then quotes a passage 
in their praise from his book on Corsica, adding that 
" the Irish were then xmder a cloud. What a glorious 
day has burst upon them now ! " 

Speaking of Mr. Pitt, he exceeded himself in 
extravagance, uttering a strange, we will not say profane 
expression ; for " Bozzy " would never be profane inten- 
tionally : he addressed him in the form used in prayer 
to the Almighty : " Shall we be so unjust as to appre- 
hend that he will not hear us ; he who first took, he 
who still holds the reigns of Government. Such is my 
confidence in your talents and virtues ; such my sense of 
the good you have done, that, though not blessed with 
high blood, but rather I think troubled with a natural 
timidity of personal danger which it cost me some 
philosophy to overcome, I am persuaded that I have so 
much real patriotism in my breast, that I should not 
hesitate to draw my sword in your defence. It is the 
Royal Cause" There is another eccentric whose style all 
this recalls — Elliston, to wit : he, too, fell at times under 
such strange fits of excitement that the stimulant of a 
drinking bout seems a sort of sobriety in comparison, 
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when his language assumed a strange heroic, but 
grotesque inflation, 

" In my zeal to prevent what appears to me a most 
pernicious innovation, I may have been somewhat in- 
temperate in my expression. Though agitated and 
indignant, I am free from rancour. I write for both 
sides of the-Tweed. It would hurt me very much if, 
by any misapprehension, it could be thought that any 
extreme severity in this pamphlet is pointed against the 
Honourable Judges of the Court of Session, under autho- 
rity of which I have practised the law for, lo ! these 
nineteen years — 

" 'Most potent, grave, and reverend seignieurs, 
"My very noble and approved mastera ; ' " 

and therefore, I do now in most exploit terms-disavow 
an intention so injurious." Again there must have 
been much hilarity in all circles as Bozz/s earnest 
disclaimer was read. There was another whom he had 
now to commemorate, but with a mixture of awe and 
fondness, "That great personage who is allowed to 
have the best memory of any man born a Briton, a 
sound understanding and a humane heart, may prob- 
ably recollect that, in a conversation with me, one of 
the most zealous Royalists of the age, he was graciously 
pleased to give Gen. Paoli, the just praise of putting 
law into a people who were lawless." This excessive 
mystery of his allusion seems to convey that the secret 
was between himself, his Majesty, and Dr. Johnson. It 
suggests Captain Cuttle's confidences with Mr. Carker. 

In conclusion, he begs his countrymen to allow him 
to indulge "a little more in my own egotism and 
vanity. They are indigenous plants of my mind : they 
distinguish it. I may prune their luxuriancy, but I 
must not entirely clear it of them ; for then I should 
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PUBLICATION OF THE ' ' TOUR TO THE HEBRIDES AND 
ITS RECEPTION. 

1785. 

On the last page of his strange pamphlet or manifesto, 
which has long since been forgotten, was an announcement 
of a far more important work, which showed that he had 
not lost time in getting ready the venture upon which 
his heart was set. It was but four months from John- 
son's death, yet here was the " Tour " in shape ; and he 
must have found particular pleasure in issuing this 
rather piquant notification : " In the Press and speedily 
will be published, in one volume octavo. Printed for 
Charles Dilly, London. THE JOURNAL of a TOUR 
to the HEBRIDES with Samuel Johnson, LL.D. By 
James Boswell, Esq. 

" O, while along the stream of time, thy Name 
Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame ; 
Gay shall my little bark attendant sail, 
Pursues the triumph, and partakes the gale* 

"This journal, which was read and liked by Dr. 
Johnson, will faithfully and admirably exhibit what he 
said was the pleasantest part of his life ; and which, as 
it is given with remarks which Mr. Boswell himself 
was able to make during a very curious journey, will 
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convey a specimen of his conversation, in which wit and 
wisdom were equally combined." 

The " Tour " being virtually ready, took only a few 
months to pass through the press. He had already 
shown it to many persons of judgment and distinction, 
among others to Lord Thurlow, who had been greatly 
struck, and amused, by it ; and it must have been a 
sore trial to his patience to have been obliged to keep 
it by him so many years. Now had come his oppor- 
tunity, and he reasonably reckoned on its having an 
extraordinary success. It appeared at the end of Sep- 
tember, 1785, some nine months after Johnson's death, 
according to the date of the dedication to Mr. Malone, 
to whose acquaintance the work introduced him. That 
gentleman had happened to see a sheet of the book at 
Mr. Baldwin's press, and was so struck with the style 
in which Dr. Johnson's character was sketched, that he 
asked the printer to make him known to the author. 
Hence one of those fast, firm friendships the warm- 
hearted Boswell always contrived to bring about. He 
saw Mr. Malone every day, and, with much good sense 
and absence of vanity, submitted every page to his 
revision. In the dedication he handsomely acknow- 
ledges how "obligingly he had perused the original 
manuscript," and could " vouch for the strict fidelity of 
the present publication." This might seem a little 
superfluous ; for he does not appeal to Malone to vouch 
for the truthfulness of the incidents or character, but 
only for the correspondence of his printed text with 
the manuscript. This seems a curious delusion on 
BosweH's part ; but on it was based his invariable proof 
of " authenticity " in his various controversies. When 
his facts were disputed, he would simply say that he 
had consulted his " original notes," and that he found 
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it as he had stated. This might cause a smile, as it 
was merely appealing from Boswell to Boswell ; but it 
is proof of the genuine good faith and accuracy of 
the writer. The note was made on the day in question 
immediately after the event ; and for him it became an 
independent authority. Not for a moment was he dis- 
turbed by the insinuation that it might have been altered 
in the interval. He felt there was a sacredness in his 
duty as reporter, and he expected that the world would 
take the same view. 

On the eve of the publication of the "Life," the 
worthy Mrs. Hannah More happened to meet Mr. 
Boswell, and a curious conversation took place between 
them. She wrote an account to a friend, of her sen- 
sible appeal to him " to show some reticence," but made 
in vain : " Boswell tells me he is printing anecdotes of 
Dr. Johnson. Not his life, but, as he has the vanity 
to call it, his pyramid. I besought his tenderness for 
our virtuous and most revered departed friend, and 
begged he would mitigate some of his asperities ; he 
said roughly, he ' would not cut off his claws nor make 
a tiger a cat, to please anybody/ " The good lady must 
have been astonished at this rude reception of her appeal. 
Boswell was later to be irritated by other numerous 
remonstrances of the same kind. George Stevens wrote 
thus : u Boswell's book is not yet gone to press. He 
waits, I believe, till Mrs. Piozzi has published her 
volumes of Johnson's correspondence with her, which 
is expected to comprise two hundred letters." Thus, 
in the " Journal," as well as in the " Life," he was 
determined to compromise nothing, and not "make a 
cat of a tiger to please anybody." 

On this momentous occasion it occurred to its 
author that it was high time his lineaments should be 
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portrayed on canvas, by the celebrated artist who had 
glorified so many of his friends. No doubt he felt it 
strange that he had not been applied to sit for the 
celebrated Streatham Gallery, where Murphy, and 
others of less importance, found a place. Whatever 
was his feeling, he made this proposal to his friend Sir 
Joshua : — 

Boswell to Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

"London, Jane 7, 1785. 

''My dear Sir, — The debts which I contracted in 
my father's lifetime will not be cleared off by me for 
some years. I therefore think it unconscientious to 
indulge myself in any article of expensive luxury. But 
in the meantime I may die or you may die; and I 
should regret very much that there should not be at 
Auchinleck my portrait painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
with whom I have the felicity of long and social intimacy, 

"I have a proposal to make to you, I am for 
certain to be called to the English Bar next February. 
Will you now do my picture? and the price shall be 
paid out of the first fees which I receive as a barrister 
at Westminster Hall, or, if that should fail, it shall be 
paid at any rate five years hence by myself, or by my 
representatives. 

" If you are pleased to approve of this proposal, your 
signifying your concurrence, underneath upon two dupli- 
cates, one of which will be kept by each of us, will be 
a sufficient voucher for the obligation. I ever am, with 
sincere regard, my dear sir, your faithful and affectionate 
humble servant, James Boswell." 

(Endorsed by Sir Joshua) 

" I agree to the above conditions. 

"London, September 10, 1785." 
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He accordingly sat to Sir Joshua, and the result is 
now to be seen in the National Gallery, to which the 
picture has found its way from the Peel collection, a 
not very successful or inspired work. There we see the 
rather smug and comfortable face, with the double chin, 
and sensual cast, and an amusing air of dignity. As 
it is of small size, I am inclined to think it unlikely 
that the painter accepted payment.* 

While preparing his work Boswell must have been 
disturbed to find that Mrs. Piozzi, who had been for 
a long time abroad, was likely to anticipate him with 
her collection. Even more annoying was the know- 
ledge that his enemy, as he considered him, Sir John 
Hawkins, was also busy with a full life of Johnson, and 
which he had been commissioned by the booksellers to 
prepare, Boswell's work, however, was the first to 
appear. The almost contemptuous manner in which he 
was alluded to in the lady's book, as though he had 
had only a trivial connection with Johnson, we must 
suppose was, in a great measure, the cause of his deep- 
seated animosity to the author. Still, in the " Tour," 
he so far restrained himself that he even opened 
his work with a compliment: "To Mrs. Thrale I was 
much obliged" (for persuading Johnson to undertake 
the journey) ; adding that " her enchantment over him 
seldom failed." He must have been also annoyed to 
find that some of the tit-bits he was reserving for the 
"Life" had been snapped up, such as his verses on 
Bishop Percy's "Hermit hoar," which had been also 
taken down by the lady. 

* Sir Joshua's legacy to him of £200 looks like a release of the 
debt. The portrait, consigned to a lumber room at Auchinleck, was 
sold at his son James's auction. On the title page of the " Tour " 
was a neatly engraved hawk, with his family crest and motto, 
•* Vrayefoy" which should certainly be retained in all editions. 
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I This really delightful, genuine book, the best and 
most artistic of Boswell's efforts, is notable for its clear, 
unaffected style, its dramatic power, and general spirit 
of comedy. All the figures are lifelike ; and the local 
colour, the general holiday feeling, the tone of enjoy- 
ment and humour are kept up to the end. The cause 
of this life and spirit is that it was written day by day, 
when all the incidents were fresh in the author's mind, 
and on this account it may be considered as unique. 
7 The title of the book is, "A Journal, etc.," and the 
author tells us he had resolved " that the very journal 
which Johnson read shall be presented to the public. 
I will not expand the text in any considerable degree, 
though I may occasionally supply a word to compleat 
the sense, as to fill up the blanks of abbreviation in the 
writing : neither of which can be said to change the 
genuine journal." ( In his preface he appealed to Malone 
to vouch for " its strict fidelity ; " still, I fancy this only 
applies to the conversations, and Boswell is likely to 
Jiave "touched up," or expanded, the descriptive portions) 
/ Not less to be admired is the shape which the narrative 
assumes, and which, though cast in the form of a diary, 
has none of its stiffness ; it is, in fact, a story-book of 
adventure; controversial notes, therefore, would disfigure 
it, and are out of place) There is an additional pleasure 
in reading it in the first edition, which has a quaint, 
old-fashioned air,* with its monogram, J. B., device, and 
motto on the title. 

* My own copy belonged to Mr. Tasker, who, I fancy, must have 
been the eccentric personage who read his poem to Johnson. My 
copy of the " Life " was John Kemble's, and has his notes, but I 
always lament not having secured Wilkes's copy. Beside the two 
quartos, I have the rare Dublin edition, and the still rarer second 
edition of the " Life," in three rather clumsy octavos. I have made 
• a " grangerized" copy of the " Life ; " and a most pleasant pastime 
it is, thus to illustrate almost every page with prints and portraits. 
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vBoswelTs art is shown, not only in his treatment of 
the dialogue and arrangement of the characters, but in 
his own pleasant sense of comedy, which he " points " by 
sly comnlents. ^ Thus, when the travellers were re- 
ceived by Lord Monboddo at his gate, most courteously, 
-who, pointing to the escutcheon, remarked, that " our 
ancestors were better men than we." " ' No, no, my lord/ 
said Dr. Johnson, ' we are as strong as they, and a great 
deal wiser/ This was an assault upon one of Lord 
Monboddo's capital dogmas, and I was afraid there would 
•have been a violent altercation in the very close, before 
we got into the house. But his lordship . . . made no 
reply." This is perfect for its quiet sense of humour, 
and is a fair specimen of Boswell's happy manner. Even 
the most carelessly worded scenes are lifelike ; such as 
that at the opening, where the officials were showing the 
Library of the Parliament House. Johnson reproached 
them with the betrayal of Queen Mary. "Worthy Mr. 
James Kerr, Keeper of the Records. ' Half our nation 
was bribed with English money.' Johnson. c Sir, that is 
no defence. That makes you worse.' Good Mr. Brown, 
Keeper of the Advocates' Library. ' We had better say 
nothing about it/ " The incidents at the universities, 
the dinings with the professors, have a college tone ; 
while the festive scenes at Dunvegan and other places 
are exhilarating. No praise, indeed, could be sufficient 
for this really captivating book. It is, however, rich in 
the characteristic absurdities of the author. Thus he 
tells us, they " passed Gordon Castle, which has a princely 
appearance." He then, in amusing fashion, explains why 
they were not entertained there : " I am not sure 
whether the Duke was at home. But not having the 
honour of being made known to his Grace, I would not 
have presumed to enter his castle. . . . We were at any 
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rate in a hurry to get forward to the wildness which we 
were come to see. Perhaps if this noble family had 
still preserved that sequestered magnificence which they 
maintained when Catholics, . . • we might have been 
induced to have procured proper letters of introduction, 
and devoted some time to the contemplation of venerable 
superstitious state." One might suspect that Mr. Boswell 
had met with some rebuff. These remarks are certainly 
in bad taste. 

The appearance of this celebrated book caused much 
astonishment, anger, and laughter. It may be /that a 
book of such a kind was never issued before. It wa& 
amazing to all, to find that living persons were discussed,, 
described, ridiculed even, and calumniated, with the- 
utmost freedom, as if these things were all in the proper 
course ; while offensive personalities were used in 
the freest way.*) Amusing and original, it certainly 
was, and the spirit and originality of the conversations 
were admitted to be as extraordinary as they were novek 
Nowadays we have been regularly trained to personality 
by what are called the " Society papers," in which the 
names of private persons, as well as their doings, are- 
recorded; still it would cause a commotion if the- 
conversation of some leading personage were reported, 
in which persons still living were described in such 

fashion as this : " A is a poor creature : he has no 

bottom" " B is a thorough donkey, talks a good 

deal of what he thinks to be sense," etc. 

( After recovering from his first surprise at this- 
reception, Mr, Boswell found himself in a very painful 
predicament. The confessions he had made concerning 

* So absorbing was this one topic, and so abundant the laughter, 
that Mrs. Hannah More complained that all conversation was 
spoiled. " Everybody seems sick of it, though everybody conspires, 
not to let it drop." 
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himself caused hearty laughter, and ridicule ; while his 
unbecoming attacks on the living were resented. It 
was. astonishing, indeed, how he escaped personal 
chastisement, 3 

The first protest came from Mrs. Piozzi. Her 
" Anecdotes" were issued with extraordinary success, 
every copy being sold on the day of publication. . As 
Cadell assured her, he had never been so successful with 
any work. Five editions followed in quick succession. 
It was mortifying to find that the only allusions to him- 
self in her book were, that Johnson had been in the Isle 
of Skye " with Mr. Boswell," and, further, an account of 
how he had been once put down " somewhat roughly " 
by Johnson, when maintaining " in vino Veritas," — " I 
fancy," she added maliciously, " Mr. B has not for- 
gotten it." Boswell had, moreover, very thoughtlessly 
reported a speech of Johnson's depreciating Mrs. Mon- 
tagu, a friend of Mrs. Thrale's, declaring that neither he 
(the doctor), nor Mr. Beauclerk, nor Mrs. Thrale, " could 
get through her Essay on Shakespeare." * 

* When her book came oat she added a note denying this 
imputation in the strongest terms. 

" Naples, February 10, 1786. 
" Since the foregoing went to the press, having seen a passage 
from Mr. Boswell's * Tour to the Hebrides,' in which it is said, 
that I could not get through Mrs. Montagu's * Essay on Shakspeare,' 
I do not delay a moment to declare, that, on the contrary, I have 
always commended it myself and heard it commended by every 
one else ; and few things would give me more concern, than to be 
thought incapable of tasting, or unwilling to testify my opinion of 
its excellence." 

In his second edition, Mr. Boswell retorted in one of his most 
Characteristic notes : — 

"April 17th. 

" Mr. Urban,— No man has less inclination to controversy than 
I have, particularly with a lady. But as in my ' Journal of a Tour 
to the Hebrides/ 1 have claimed, and am conscious of being entitled 
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The blemishes of the work are these unseemly 
attacks on persons he disliked, and even on those who 
had been hospitable to him and his friend. The only 

to, credit, for the strictest fidelity, my respect for the public 
obliges me to take notice of an insinuation which tends to impeach 
it. . . . 

"I might, perhaps, with propriety have waited till I should 
have had an opportunity of answering this postscript in a future 
publication ; but, being sensible that impressions once made are 
not easily effaced, I think it better thus early to ascertain a fact 
which seems to be denied. 

" The fact reported in my Journal, to which Mrs. Piozzi alludes, 
is stated in these words, p. 299 : ' I spoke of Mrs. Montagu's very 
high praises of Garrick. Johnson. Sir, it is fit she should say so 
much, and I should say nothing. Beynolds is fond of her book, 
and I wonder at it ; for neither I, nor Beau clerk, nor Mrs. Thrale, 
could get through it.' 

" It is remarkable that this postscript is so expressed, as not 
to point out the person who said that Mrs. Thrale could not get 
through Mrs. Montagu's book ; and therefore I think it necessary 
to remind Mrs. Piozzi, that the assertion concerning her was 
Dr. Johnson's, and not mine. The second observation that I 
shall make on this postscript is, that it does not deny the fact, 
asserted, though I must acknowledge, from the praise it bestows 
on Mrs. Montagu's book, it may have been designed to convey 
that meaning. 

" What Mrs. Thrale's opinion is or was, or what she may or 
may not have said to Dr. Johnson concerning Mrs. Montagu's 
book, it is not necessary for me to enquire. It is only incumbent 
on me to ascertain what Dr. Johnson said to me. I shall therefore 
confine myself to a very short state of the fact. 

" The unfavourable opinion of Mrs. Montagu's book, which Dr. 
Johnson is here reported to have given, is known to have been that 
which he uniformly expressed, as many of his friends well remember. 
So much for the authenticity of the paragraph, as far as it relates 
to his own sentiments. The words containing the assertion, to 
which Mrs. Piozzi objects, are printed from my manuscript Journal, 
and were taken down at the time. The Journal was read by 
Dr. Johnson, who pointed out some inaccuracies, which I corrected, 
but did not mention any inaccuracy in the paragraph in question : 
and what is still more material, and very flattering to me, a con- 
siderable part of my Journal, containing this paragraph, was read 
several years ago by Mrs. Thrale herself, who had it for some time 
in her possession, and returned it to me, without intimating that 
Dr. Johnson had mistaken her sentiments. 

*• When my Journal was passing through the press, it occurred 
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reason for such outrages on good feeling and decency 
appears to have been a certain lack of obsequiousness 
in the victims, in acknowledging the great honour that 
had been paid them by the visitors. The writer does not 
appear to have been conscious of his impropriety, and, 
when vindicating himself, invariably made what he 
thought an unanswerable excuse — that he was not re- 
sponsible, for he had referred to his notes, and found 
that Dr. Johnson had expressed himself in the terms 
described. Dr. Blagden, a friend of Walpole's, said 
justly enough, "This is a new kind of libel, by which 
you may abuse anybody, by saying some dead person 
said so and so of somebody else." 

But his most outrageous breach of decorum was the 
treatment of Sir Alexander, afterwards Lord, Macdonald. 
This important personage had met Boswell and Johnson 
in London, and, by the report of the conversation, is 
shown to have been an accomplished gentleman, with- 
acute and original views. When the travellers reached 
Armidale, he and his lady came down to the beach to 
welcome them, and received them into their houses 
But Boswell and his friend fancied that their hospitality 

to me, that a peculiar delicacy was necessary to be observed ia 
reporting the opinion of one literary lady concerning the per- 
formance of another ; and I had such scruples on that head, that 
in the proof sheet I struck out the name of Mrs. Thrale from the 
paragraph in question, and two or three hundred copies of my 
book were actually printed and published without it ; of these Sir 
Joshua Reynolds's copy happened to be one. But while the sheet 
was working off, a friend, for whose opinion I have great respect,* 
suggested that I had no right to deprive Mrs. Thrale of the high 
honour which Dr. Johnson had done her, by stating her opinion 
along with that of Mr. Beauclerk, as coinciding with, and, as it 
were, sanctioning his own. The observation appeared to me so 1 
weighty and conclusive, that I hastened to the printing house, and, 
as a piece of justice, restored Mrs. Thrale to that place from which 
a too scrupulous delicacy had excluded her. 

" On this simple state of facts I shall make no observation 
whatever. Yours, etc., James Boswell." 
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was not handsome or empresse enough, and he gives a 
most offensive account of his host. What could be 
more ungentlemanly than this ? — " I shall mention," he 
says, " but one characteristic circumstance. My shrewd 
and hearty friend, Sir Thomas (Wentworth) Blackett, 
Lady Macdonald's uncle, who had preceded us on a 
visit to this chief, upon being asked by him if the 
punch bowl upon the table was not a very hand- 
some one, replied, ' Yes — if it were full' " Now, 
repeating such a speech as this must have caused a 
quarrel between the two gentlemen. But he went on : 
" Sir Alexander Macdonald having been an Eton 
scholar, Dr. Johnson had formed an opinion of him, 
which much diminished when we beheld him in the 
Isle of Skye, where we heard heavy complaints of rents 
racked and the people driven to emigration. Dr. 
Johnson said, ' It grieves me to see the chief of a great 
clan appear to such disadvantage. This gentleman has 
talents, nay, some learning ; but he is totally unfit for 
this situation. Sir, the Highland chief should not be 
allowed to go further south than Aberdeen/ w 

This attack on a gentleman of position has always 
seemed inexplicable. I am inclined to think that 
Boswell was suffering from a sense of grievance or 
injury. It will be recollected that, after his failure 
to gain Miss Blair, he turned his thoughts to Miss 
Elizabeth Diana Bosville, "the Yorkshire heiress," 
who, almost immediately, in 1768, was secured by Sir 
Alexander, an alliance which eventually led to the 
Yorkshire estate passing to the Macdonald family. 
This may be doing "Bozzy" an injustice; but his 
prejudices are likely enough to have been excited by the 
fact of any one being preferred to himself. 

Mrs. Piozzi, when she published her collection of 
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Johnson's letters, was equally indecorous, though she 
suppressed the name. There the doctor describes " his 
host " as having come " from his seat to the middle 
of the Island, to a small house on the shore, as we 
believe, that he might with less reproach entertain us 
meanly. He had no cook, nor I suppose much pro- 
vision, nor had the Lady the common decencies of her 
tea table. We picked up our sugar with our fingers. 
Boswell waxed angry, and reproached him with his 
improper parsimony." Later the doctor returned to 
the subject. Boswell had long before given the nick- 
name of " Sir Sawney" to a rival who had supplanted 
him ; he now transferred it to their host. " I have 

done thinking," writes Johnson, "of , whom we 

now call Sir Sawney, has disgusted all mankind by 
injudicious parsimony, and given occasion to so many 
stories that (Boswell) had some thoughts of collect- 
ing them, and making a novel of his life." 

Boswell, when his book was being printed, seems to 
have been seized with scruples, and actually cancelled 
a leaf, which must have contained something actually 
libellous.* 

Now, the injustice of these attacks and charges of 
meanness is shown by the fact which is stated by 
Boswell himself, that the family mansion had been 
burnt down, and the present owner had been obliged to 
occupy one of their tenants' houses, where they were 
obliged to receive their ungracious guests. 

* This must have been done at the last moment, after the 
book was stitched and bound ; for the new leaf is rather clumsily 
pasted in on the " guard." It will be found between pages 166 
$nd 169. And yet he conld complacently write at the close: 
44 Before I conclnde, I think it proper to say, that I have suppressed 
everything which I thought coald really hurt any one now 
living." They were, however, " inserted in my journal." 
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"We attempted in vain to communicate to him a 
portion of our enthusiasm. He bore with so polite good- 
nature our warm, and what some might call Gothic, 
expostulations on this subject, that I should not forgive 
myself were I to record all that Dr. Johnson's ardour 
led him to say." 

But when recording a later period of their travels, 
the chronicler passes all bounds of decency ; he again 
introduces the gentleman who had the misfortune to, 
have entertained them, with these gross attacks. 

"The penurious gentleman of our acquaintance, 
formerly alluded to, offered us. a topic of conversation 
to-night. Dr. Johnson said, I ought to write down a 
collection of the instances of his narrowness, as they 
almost exceeded belief. Col told us, that O'Kane, the 
famous Irish harper, was once at that gentleman's 
house. He could not find in his heart to give him any 
money, but gave him a key for a harp, which was 
finely ornamented with gold and silver, and with a 
precious stone, and was worth eighty or a hundred 
guineas. He did not know the value of it ; and when 
he came to know it, he would fain have had it back ; 
but O'Kane took care that he should not. Col said, 
the gentleman's relations were angry at his giving away 
the harp key, for it had been long in the family. 
Johnson. ' Sir, he values a new guinea more than an, 
old friend.' 

" Col also told us, that the same person having come, 
up with a sergeant and twenty men, working on the 
high road, he entered into discourse with the sergeant, 
and then gave him sixpence for the men to drink. The 
sergeant asked, ' Who is this fellow ? ' Upon being 
informed, he said, 'If I had known who he was, I 
should have thrown it in his face.' Johnson. ' There* 
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is much want of sense in all this. He had no business 
to speak with the sergeant. He might have been in 
haste, and trotted on. He has not learnt to be a miser ; 
I believe we must take him apprentice/ Boswell. 
" He would grudge giving half a guinea to be taught."' 
Johnson. ' Nay, sir, you must teach him gratis. 9 " 

It was soon whispered about that Lord Macdonald 
and Sir Thomas Blackett, " his hearty friend," had 
called the author to account, and had threatened chas- 
tisement. Walcot expressed the general feeling when he 
wrote — 

" Loud of thy tour, a thousand tongues have spoken, 
And wonder'd that thy bones were never broken. 19 

And again — 

" For thee, James Boswell, may the hand of Pate 
Arrest thy goose-quill and confine thy prate ! 
Thine egotism the world disgusted hears — 
Then load with vanities no more our ears. 
Like some lone puppy, yelping all night long, 
That tires the very echoes with his tongue." 

This was offensive enough, but it went further : — , 

" Let Lord Macdonald threat thy breech to kick, 
And o'er thy shrinking shoulders shake his stick ; 
Treat with contempt the menace of this Lord, 
'Tis Hist'ry's province, Bozzy, to record." 

Walcot, in his verses and notes, seemed to have 
collected the most offensive gossip of the day : — 

" Though Wilkes abuse thy brain, that airy mill, 
And swear poor Johnson was murdered by thy grill. 

• • • * • 

What though against thee porters bounce the door, 
And bid thee hunt for secrets there no more." * 

In one of the caricatures, one scene represents our 
author on his knees, his book open at the offensive 

* " This is literally true, ' Nobody is at home.* So, in London 
poor Bozzy is in a desert." 



44 LIFE OF JAMEB BOSWELL. 

pages, 165-167, and Lord Macdonald threatening him 
with a stick. Whether there was truth in this painful 
incident or not, Boswell made haste, in his next edition, 
issued in 1786, to make amends. The more offensive 
passages were withdrawn, though much was left that 
was offensive enough. He added a vindication of himself 
in one of his notes.* 

BoswelL was, no doubt, much troubled by these 
rumours. Yet he took occasion to contradict them 
publicly in a " characteristical " letter to the editor of 
the Gentleman's Magazine, dated March 9, 1786 : " It 
having been asserted in a late scurrilous publication that 

* " Having found, on a revision of the first edition of this work, 
that, notwithstanding my best care, a few observations had escaped 
me, which arose from the instant impression, the publication of 
which might perhaps be considered as passing the bounds of a 
strict decorum, I immediately ordered that they should be omitted 
in the subsequent editions. I was pleased to find that they did not 
amount in the whole to a page. If any of the same kind are yet 
left, it is owing to inadvertence alone, no man being more unwill- 
ing to give pain to others than I am. A contemptible scribbler, 
of whom I have learned no more than that, after having disgraced 
and deserted the clerical character, he picks up in London a scanty 
livelihood by scurrilous lampoons under a feigned name, has 
impudently and falsely asserted that the passages omitted were 
defamatory, and that the omission was not voluntary, but com- 
pulsory. The last insinuation I took the trouble publicly to dis- 
prove; yet, like one of Pope's dunces, he persevered in *the lie 
overthrown.' As to the charge of defamation, there is an obvious 
and certain mode of ref ating it. Any person who thinks it worth 
while to compare one edition with the other will find that the 
passages omitted were not in the least degree of that nature, but 
exactly such as 1 have represented them in the former part of this 
note, the hasty effusion of momentary feelings which the delicacy 
of politeness should have suppressed." It will be noticed that this 
vindication, addressed to the Magazine, is very guarded and can 
hardly be considered satisfactory. The incriminated passages, it will 
be seen, are deliberate, and part of the regular narrative : so far 
from their having u escaped " him, he cancelled a leaf. His state- 
ment, too, that he had added twenty-two pages is also inaccurate, 
as, in comparing the editions, I cannot find that he had done more 
than add a page or so to the appendix. 
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some passages relating to a noble Lord, which appeared 
in my first edition of my journal of a tour in the Hebrides, 
were omitted in the second edition of that* work, in 
consequence of a letter from his lordship, I think 
myself called upon to declare that that assertion is false. 

" In a note, p. 527, of my second edition, I mentioned 
that, having found, on a revision of this work, that, 
notwithstanding my best care, a few observations had 
escaped me which arose from the instant impression, the 
publication of which might be considered as passing 
the bounds of a strict decorum, I immediately ordered 
that they should be omitted in the present edition* 

" I did not then think it necessary to be explicit. 
But as I now find I have been misunderstood by some, 
and grossly misrepresented by others, I think it proper 
to add that soon after the publication of the first edition 
of my work, from the motive above mentioned, without 
any application from any person whatever, I ordered 
twenty-six lines relative to the noble lord to be omitted 
in the second edition, for the loss of which I trust 
twenty-two additional pages are a sufficient compensa- 
tion ; and this was the sole alteration that was made in 
my book relative to that nobleman : nor was any 
application made to me by the nobleman alluded to, at 
any time, to quote any alteration in my journal. 

"To any serious criticism or ludicrous banter, to 
which my journal shall be liable, I shall never object, 
but receive both the one and the other with perfect 
good humour; but I cannot suffer a malignant and 
injurious falsehood to pass uncontradicted." 

Now this had certainly the tone of an apology, and 
of a humble one. No doubt the Scotch nobleman 
would not have condescended to require alteration or 
withdrawal, by a person whom he considered to be 
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without the manners or feelings of a gentleman ; and 
he would naturally have felt it beneath him to bring to 
account a person who objected to his hospitality. It 
would certainly be impossible to conduct a discussion on 
such a topic, or to require a withdrawal, etc. Boswell, 
therefore, was no doubt accurate in saying that no 
request of the kind was addressed to him. But it had 
also been stated by Baretti, Walcot and others, that 
chastisement was actually threatened. 

"Our comic performers," wrote Walpole on April 
30, 1786, "are Boswell and Dame Piozzi. The Cock 
biographer has fixed a direct lie on the Hen by an 
advertisement in which he affirms that he communicated 
his MS. to Mdme. Thrale and she made no objection 
to what he says of her low opinion of Mrs. Montague's 
book. It is very possible, but it might not be her real 
opinion, but was uttered in compliment to Johnson, or 
for fear he should spit in her face if she disagreed with 
him." He also said that Boswell had acted " shame- 
fully " towards Mrs. Piozzi, Mrs. Montague, and Bishop 
Percy ; and he might have added many more to the 
list. 

On another occasion he did not conceal his contempt 
for the new "Life." "Have you got Boswell's most 
absurd, enormous book ? The best thing in it is a 
hon mot of Lord Pembroke's. The more one learns 
of Johnson the more preposterous an assemblage he 
appears, of strong sense, of the lowest bigotry, etc., and 
Boswell is the ape of his faults, without a grain of 
his sense. It is the story of a mountebank and his 
Zany." 

/ Boswell must have suffered rather acutely from the 
pasquinades, pictures, caricatures, which were literally 
showered on the town. One of these, which I possess, 
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is called "Johnson's Ghost," and depicts the lexico- 
grapher appearing to the frightened Boswell, and mourn- 
fully reproaching him. A more tremendous attack, 
however, — unique, perhaps, — is the series of no less 
than twenty large caricatures, in each one of which he 
was represented in some ridiculous situation, each 
sketch, too, having a quotation from his book. These 
have been supposed to be the work of Rowlandson, but 
k they were by a far inferior artist — Collins.* j 

Another personage, treated in equally gross fashion, 
was Sir John Dalrymple, a respectable county gentle- 
man, who, hearing that Johnson was setting off for 
England, kindly offered him hospitality on his way 
home. But Mr. Boswell, on a mere report of some 
utterance of Sir John's, had taken secret "offence. " Sir 
John, I perceived, was ambitious of having such a 
guest; but, as I was well assured, that at this very 

* Dr. B. Hill has fallen into this mistake. " Collins/' says 
Angelo, " well known in the regions of Co vent-garden, and some- 
time editor of the Public Ledger, was a lively satirist, both with 
his pencil and his pen. A whole series of designs were published 
by this witty wag, the heroes of which, or rather the knight and 
the esquire of his drama, were Johnson and Boswell. The laird of 
Auchinleck, indeed, had a large collection of these satires upon 
* self and company,' as he used facetiously to inscribe them ; and 
boasted at the judge's table, that his history would be more 
'copiously illustrated than even the lord high chancellor Claren- 
don's 1 Collins, a great tavern goer, and known to all the dons of 
the green-room, kept late hours. His fate was lamented, he being 
found dead on the steps of an hotel." These caricatures exhibit 
Boswell and his wife and family under ludicrous conditions, and are 
thus described: — "Imitations at Drury Lane Theatre," "The Em- 
brace," "Tea," "Chatting," "Walking in the High Street," "Wit 
and Wisdom," "Setting out for Edinburgh," "The Procession," 
"The Reconciliation," "The Dance on Dunvegan," "Veronica's 
Breakfast Conversation," "The Recovery," "Sailing among the 
Hebrides," " The Contest at Auchinleck," "The Journalist, with a 
View of Auchinleck," "Satisfying the Palate," "The Vision," 
44 Lodging at M'Qneen's," "Revising for the Second Edition," 
'"All hail, Dablair." 
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time he had joined with some of his prejudiced country- 
men in railing at Dr. Johnson, and had said, 'he wondered 
how any gentleman of Scotland could keep company 
with him/ I thought he did not deserve the honour: 
yet, as it might be a convenience to Dr. Johnson, I 
contrived that he should accept the invitation, and en- 
gaged to conduct him." 

Every word of this was offensive. They were 
detained on the way, a delay purposely contrived by 
Boswell to affront their host, and during the time he 
seemed to have enticed his great friend into ridiculing 
the gentleman, Johnson never dreamed that his re- 
marks were to be put into print. " He did not seem 
much troubled at our having treated the Baronet with 
so little attention to politeness, but when I talked of 
the grievous disappointment it must have been to him, 
that we did not come to the feast that he had prepared 
for us (for he told us he had killed a seven year old 
sheep on purpose), my friend got into a merry mood, 
and jocularly said, ' I dare say, sir, he has been very 
sadly distressed : Nay, we do not know but the conse- 
quence may have been fatal. Let me try to describe 
his situation in his own historical style : I have as good 
a right to make him think and talk, as he has to tell us 
how people thought and talked a hundred years ago, of 
which he has no evidence. — Stay now. — Let us con- 
sider ! ' — He then (heartily laughing all the while) pro* 
ceeded in his imitation. c Dinner being ready, he 
wondered that his guests were not yet come. His 
wonder was soon succeeded by impatience. He walked 
about the room in anxious agitation; sometimes he 
looked at his watch, sometimes he looked out at the 
window with an eager gaze of expectation, and revolved 
in his mind the various accidents of human life. His 
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family beheld him with mute concern. " Surely (said 
he, with a sigh), they will not fail me." ' " 

Friends, in confidence, will often express their 
opinions freely, and even laugh at the peculiarities of 
an absent friend. But these are unofficial thoughts, 
floating in the mind, or impressions which can hardly be 
checked. They are unregistered. We can quite under- 
stand Johnson thus raising his own spirits, and his 
companion's, by this jocularity ; but we can conceive 
the astonishment and disgust with which their host 
read this ungracious return for his hospitality. It is 
suspected, however, that it rather roused wonder and 
contempt at the unlucky BoswelTs fatuity, and dull 
ignorance of what the ordinary biensSances and cour- 
tesies of life required.. 

Further troubles caused by his journal were to come 
even from those whom he meant to honour. They 
often found themselves exhibited in some awkward 
position, and for which no abundance of praise made up. 
The excellent, much respected Sir William Forbes, of 
Pitsligo, was introduced and lavishly extolled : " A man 
of whom too much good cannot be said ; who, with 
distinguished abilities and application in his profession 
of a banker, is at once a good companion, and a good 
christian ; which I think is saying enough." Having 
given this handsome testimonial at the beginning of the 
book, at the close he felt he might call on him for 
one in return, as he had lent him the manuscript to 
read. The banker acknowledged the favour in a rather 
cautious and reserved style : " I ought to have thanked 
you sooner, for your very obliging letter, and for the 
singular confidence you are pleased to place in me> 
when you trust me with such a curious and valuable 
deposit as the papers you have sent me. Be assured 

VOL. II. E 
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I have a due sense of this favour, and shall faithfully 
and carefully return them to you. You may rely that I 
shall neither copy any part, nor permit the papers to be 
seen. They contain a curiou3 picture of society, and 
form a journal on the most instructive plan that can 
possibly be thought of; for I am not sure that an 
ordinary observer would become so well acquainted 
either with Dr. Johnson, or with the manners of the 
Hebrides, by a personal intercourse, as by a perusal of 
your Journal." 

Bos well introduced this with a flourish : "It is not 
for me to boast of my own labours, but I cannot refrain 
from publishing such praise as I received for, etc." But 
on the publication the shrewd banker saw at once the 
position in which he was placed, and that it looked as 
though he praised because he had been praised. He 
seems to have remonstrated ; for in the next edition the 
author put this note : " In justice to Sir William Forbes 
and myself, it is proper to mention that the papers which 
were submitted to his perusal contained only an account 
of our Tour from the time that Dr. Johnson and I set 
out for Edinburgh, and consequently did not contain the 
eulogium on Sir William Forbes, which he never saw 
till this book appeared in print, nor did he even know 
that this journal was to be published." 

But, in truth, at this distance of time we can 
form but little idea of the general astonishment and 
anger with which Boswell's work was received. In 
our day, Mr. Greville's " Memoirs " were thought to be 
outspoken beyond proper limits, and furnished subject 
for many a discussion at dinner tables ; but it is difficult 
to conceive what must have been the reception of 
Boswell's work, where every name, and offensive criticism 
was given, and spades were called spades, without any 
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consciousness of doing harm. All the persons who 
suffered being long since dead, we thankfully accept the 
book without thought of the victims. 

Much can be gathered from its effect on the worthy 
and amiable Dr. Beattie, who was popular and acceptable 
in all places, particularly with the royal family. There 
was something engaging in this divine. On the Hebrides 
tour, it was expected that he would be at Aberdeen to 
welcome the sage, but he could not attend. Boswell 
was on the most friendly terms with him ; yet he 
commonly contrived to set down some trifling uncom- 
plimentary slight to his pride. He tells how Lady 
Errol presented them with a copy of verses, written by 
Beattie on her son's birth, and Johnson was asked how 
he liked them. " Dr. Johnson, who did not admire it, 
got off very well, by taking it out and reading the 
second and third stanzas very melodiously/' Anything 
more likely to make Beattie uncomfortable could not be 
devised, for it compromised him with his patroness, and 
must have changed his opinion of Johnson. His view 
of the book, which he wrote to his friend Sir W. Forbes, 
was not, therefore, very favourable. " He could not/' he 
wrote, " approve the plan of such a work, as it was not 
quite fair to publish a man's letter without his consent. 
No doubt he had Johnson's consent for publishing his 
letters and utterances, but Bozzy has published the 
sayings and doings of other people who never consented 
to any such thing, and who little thought, when they 
were doing their best to entertain the two travellers, 
that a story would be made of it and laid before the 
public." 

He then mentions some things which he thought 
"highly objectionable," — such as Johnson saying of the 
" Man of the World " that he found little or nothing in 
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it. " Why should this be recorded ? Is it likely to be 
of. any use ? Of a very promising young gentleman 
to whom Johnson was under the highest obligation, for 
he had risked his life in his service (" Col "), Dr. 
Johnson said, it was a pity he was not more intellectual. 
Why should this be recorded ? I will allow that one 
friend might say this to another in confidence, but to 
publish it to the world shows neither wit nor gratitude. 
I am sure Mr. Boswell, who is a very good-natured man, 
would have seen it in this light, if he had given himself 
time to think. At Aberdeen, where the two travellers 
were most hospitably entertained by the professors, they 
said to one another, that they had heard at Aberdeen 
nothing which deserved attention." He then quotes an 
opinion of the Bishop of Chester, who also condemned 
the book, saying, " You will wish that many things had 
been omitted, and perhaps if they had not existed at 
all, it would have been better stUl.** Then, enumerating 
all the biographers, Piozzi, Hawkins, Boswell and the 
coming " Life," he adds, " Our modest and worthy friend, 
Mr. Langton, is the only one who observes a profound 
silence on this occasion." 

Sir W. Forbes, who had suffered from Boswell's 
indiscretion, replied: "I have been accused of being hi& 
adviser to print in book form a letter of mine, which, by 
the by> he inserted without my knowledge or permission ; 
but that letter merely related to a perusal of the MS., 
at a time when I had not the most distant idea of his. 
printing his journal. I have also been accused of having 
written that complimentary letter because of an eulogium 
with which he has been pleased to honour me in his book ; 
but the passage in which I am mentioned in so flatter- 
ing a manner, was not in his original MS. which I saw." 
(This Bozzy was constrained, as we have seen, to insert 
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in his second edition.) " As his life of Dr. Johnson will 
probably be a work of a similar nature, I have taken 
the liberty of strongly enjoining him to be more careful 
what he inserts, so as not to make himself enemies, or 
give pain to any person whom he may have occasion to 
mention ; and I hope he will do so, as he seems sorry 
for some parts of the others." Beattie replied that he, 
too, was convinced that Bozzy meant no harm. (" I am 
not convinced of any such thing," wrote Mrs. Piozzi on 
the margin of her copy ; " Bos well meant to gain atten- 
tion, whether by giving pain or pleasure, he cared 
not.") * 

I am inclined to believe that Boswell had heard, 
from many quarters, of these severe criticisms of 
Beattie's. For when the "Life" appeared some years 
later, Beattie found himself thus " rallied " and girded 
at, in one of Johnson's letters : " We all love Beattie. 
Mrs. Thrale says if ever she has another husband, she'll 
have Beattie. He sunk upon us that he was married ; 
else we should have shown his lady more civilities. She 
is a very fine woman. But how can you show civilities 

* Sir William Forbes gives this favourable testimonial to bis 
friend : " Mr. Boswell' s acquaintance and mine began at a very 
early period of life, an intimate correspondence continued between 
us ever after. The circle of his acquaintance among the learned, 
the witty, and indeed among men of all ranks and professions was 
extremely extensive, as his talents were considerable, and his 
convivial powers made his company much in request. His warmth 
of heart towards his friends was very great, and I have known 
few men who possessed a stronger sense of piety or more fervent 
devotion (tinctured no doubt with some little store of superstition, 
which had probably been fostered by his habits of intimacy with 
Dr. Johnson), perhaps not always sufficient to regulate his imagi- 
nation, or direct his conduct, yet still genuine, and founded both 
in his understanding and his heart. For Mr. Boswell I entertained 
a sincere regard, which he retnrned by the strongest proof in his 
power to confer, by leaving me guardian of his children." (" Pooh, 
pooh ! " writes Mrs. Piozzi in a note in the margin. *• It was all 
Affectation.") 
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to a nonentity ? I did not think he had been married. 
Nay, I did not think about it one way or the other ; but 
he did not tell us of his lady till late." Many a person, 
writing to a friend in our own day, might readily in- 
dulge in a joke in this way ; "What do you think ! 

actually passed himself off on us as a bachelor — never 
breathed a word of his wife." But what editor could 
dream of printing such a statement ! There is certainly 
high comedy in the situation, as we can imagine the 
feelings of so revered and much-esteemed divine, the 
retiring Beattie, so acceptable at court, finding this 
joke at his expense printed in a large quarto ! Much 
shocked, he addressed a gentle remonstrance to our 
author : " I am not sure that I understand sunk upon 
us, which is a very uncommon phrase ; but it seems to 
me to imply (and others, I find, have understood it in 
the same sense) studiously concealed from us his being 
married. Now, Sir, this was by no means the case. I 
could have no motive to conceal a circumstance, of which 
I never was nor can be ashamed; and of which Dr. 
Johnson seemed to think, when he afterwards became 
acquainted with Mrs. Beattie, that I had, as was true, 
reason to be proud. So far was I from concealing her, 
that my wife had at that time almost as numerous an 
acquaintance in London as I had myself. ,r Boswell 
inserted this letter, but positively declined to alter, 
adding a half-contemptuous comment : " I have, from 
my respect for my friend, Dr. Beattie, and regard to his 
extreme sensibility, inserted the foregoing letter, though 
I cannot but wonder at his considering as any imputa- 
tion a phrase commonly used among the best friends." 
The truth was, he was not accountable for the expres- 
sion, which was Dr. Johnson's ; but, in his discretion as 
editor, it should certainly have been omitted. 
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Neither had his work given entire satisfaction to 
Miss Seward, one of that curious Lichfield coterie which 
affected to direct public taste, and to pass judgment on 
all occurrences in the literary world. Her letters, which 
were long after collected and published by Sir Walter 
Scott, are of a rather vapid cast, and full of high-strung 
rhapsodies. She had been a pretty, interesting woman, 
but vanity and disappointment had soured her. She was, 
at first, very friendly and cordial, anticipating no doubt 
that she would have an important place in the chronicle. 
Boswell looked to so important a native of Lichfield for 
valuable assistance, in recovering the traditions of John- 
son's early life. He was . particularly eager about the 
doctor's boyish years. Facts, however, were not much 
in her way ; and instead, she could furnish sentiment in 
abundance, or speculations on the doctor's character. 
When he consulted her on the point, she told him that 
she " never heard my dear mother mention any of the 
promissary sparkles, which doubtless burst forth. They 
are, I fear, like my poor mother, gone to their eternal 
home, and thus are our fountains of juvenile intelligence 
dried up" From Miss Lucy Porter, she believed " that 
not even a kneeling world would obtain her the letters." 
She, however, furnished Boswell with the report of a 
conversation which she had held with the doctor, on the 
subject of Mrs. Aston, in which the doctor is made to 
talk in an extraordinary style, something after the 
fashion of a Quaker : " When thy mother told thee, . . . 
thy mother told thee truly, etc." She followed this up 
with some imaginative stories ; such as that Johnson 
was first in love with Miss Lucy Porter, his wife's 
daughter, but was treated by her with disdain, etc. 

These communications, on investigation, proved to 
be apocryphal enough — an opinion which was probably 



56 LIFE OF JAMES BOSWELL. 

conveyed to the lady in the author's own blunt style. 
In return she gave him her opinion of his " Tour," 
in a tart fashion. "... I confess that it was not 
without some surprise that I perceived so much exul- 
tation avowed concerning the noble blood that flows 
in your veins : since it is more honourable for a man 
of distinguished ingenuity to have been obscurely 
than splendidly descended." She then becomes the 
candid friend. " I have, it is true, seen a great deal 
of nonsense about your l Tour/ in the public prints, 
and that (i.e. the nonsense), both in its praise and 
abuse. It is hard jto say who are most absurd, they who 
vilify its entertaining effusions, as vapid and uninterest- 
ing: or they who fancy they see a perfect character 
in the stupendous mortal whom its pages exhibit, in 
lights so striking and so various ; bowing down before 
the relics of popish superstition, repaying the hospit- 
able kindness of the Scotch Professors with unfeeling 
exultation over the barrenness of their country." She 
claims credit for having written "in a spirit of warm 
encomium " of the " Tour/' to the " elegant Bard of 
Sussex," Mr. Hayley, and to others. 

There were many instances of his indiscretion. In 
a discussion on Fingal: "Young Mr. Tytler stepped 
briskly forward, and remarked that he had heard it 
repeated in the original. Johnson put him down, and 
said later: 'Did you observe the" wonderful confidence 
with which young Tytler advanced, with his front ready 
brased ? ' " This impertinence, however, was taken out, 
and the name was changed to "a gentleman in com- 
pany." We cannot help suspecting that there must 
have been much apologizing and eating of humble-pie 
before Boswell released himself from all these troubles. 
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CHAPTER XXV, 

CALLED TO THE ENGLISH BAR. 

1786. 

He had now foolishly abandoned the Bar of his native 
country, to which he had devoted so many years, 
and was speedily to find that he was following a mere 
" will o' the wisp," and that neither practice nor success 
was to be secured without extraordinary diligence and 
close application. Neither of these was he likely to 
supply. His unfortunate failings, his lack of restraint 
in wine, his lavish confidence to every comer, had de- 
veloped with age ; and, with age he became more 
provocative of ridicule. Elderly folly is always a direct 
challenge; and Boswell at this period had grown "puffy " 
of aspect, no doubt owing to his convivial practices, and, 
as we can see from the caricatures, offered a self-satisfied 
and almost grotesque appearance. It was not until a few 
months before Johnson's death, that he was enabled to 
accomplish, what had long been his ardent desire, viz. 
to join the English Bar, where he conceived his talents 
would be properly recognized. This, however, was only 
to prove another idle dream. His real aim was, likely 
enough, the securing of permanent opportunities for en- 
joying those London pleasures to which he was so much 
attached. The step had been all through discouraged 
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by his sensible friend, who warned and dissuaded him, 
perhaps disgusted by his extravagance and perpetual 
lapses. He had been, accordingly, " called," in Hilary 
Term, 1786, being now forty-six — an age too late to begin 
a new career in a profession where a few years give so 
great an advantage to a professional rival. Unluckily, 
the younger barristers were inclined to make a " butt " 
of the new candidate ; and, on the circuit, poor " Bozzy " 
presently became the subject of an amusing hoax, which 
succeeded so perfectly and unexpectedly, as to prove the 
victim to be a " niais " of the first water. " Bogus " 
cases, as they might be called, were regularly submitted 
to him, for his " advice and opinion." He fell into the 
trap, and drew up elaborate opinions, which caused 
intense enjoyment to his persecutors. But Lord Eldon 
recalls an even richer joke of this kind : — " At an assizes 
at Lancaster," he says, " we found Johnson's friend, 
Jemmy Boswell, lying upon the pavement, inebriated. 
We subscribed at supper a guinea for him and half-a- 
crown for his clerk, and sent him, when he waked 
next morning, a brief with instructions to move for a 
writ of what we denominated quare adhcesit pavimento, 
with observations duly calculated to induce him to think 
that it required great learning to explain the necessity 
of granting it, to the judge before whom he was to 
move. Boswell sent all round the town, to attorneys for 
books that might enable him to distinguish himself; but 
in vain. He moved, however, for the writ, making the 
best use he could of the observations in the writ. The 
judge was perfectly astonished and the audience amazed. 
The former said, ' I never heard of such a writ ; what 
can it be that adheres to the pavement ? Are any of you 
gentlemen of the Bar able to explain this ? ' The barris- 
ters laughed. At last one of them said, * My Lord, Mr* 
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Boswell, last night adhcesit pavimento. There was no 
moving him for some time ; at last he was earned to 
bed, and he has been dreaming about himself and the 
pavement.' " * 

His fitful career at this time is well summarized by a 
friend who knew him well.f " His beginnings were here 
also not unpromising. He attended the Judges in pursuit 
of business upon several of their circuits. He w#s some- 
times retained to plead in a Scottish Appeal, But his 
habits of conviviality, his character for flighty gaiety, 
incompatible with eminence in business, the lateness of 
the time in his life at which he made the attempt, and 
perhaps also his want of perseverance, soon stopped him 
short in his career of juridical practice in England as 
before in Scotland. The publication of his Hebridean 
Tour, too, as I have been taught to believe, exhibiting him 
as the minute recorder and retailer of whatever careless 
conversations might have passed between persons of any 
eminence in his presence, excited among his acquaintance 
a general alarm, that tended at once to hurt, in some 
small degree, his practice at the bar, and to exclude him 
from some of those social circles in which he had been 
before a familiar and welcome guest. His first ardour 
was. gradually extinguished." The passage in italics 
describes the penalty he had to pay for his free journali- 
zation, and has not been before noted. Still he was not 
disheartened, and his unflagging buoyancy made him 
reckon on success and " business," and even promotion. 
" I must be seen," he wrote, "in the Courts, and must 
hope for some happy openings in causes of importance. 
The Chancellor, as you observe, has not done as I ex- 
pected ; but why did I expect it ? I am going to put 

* "Life of Eldon," vol. i. p. 130. 

f " H." in the Gentleman 8 Magazine for 1803. 



60 LIFE OF JAMES BOSWELL. 

him to the test. Could I be satisfied with being Baron 
of Auchinleck, with a good income for a gentleman in 
Scotland, I might, no doubt, be independent. But what 
can be done to deaden the ambition which has ever raged 
in my veins like a fever ? " 

He had now brought his children to London — a 
foolish step, — and the two boys were attending an academy 
in Soho ; but there was no one to look after them, save 
a couple of Scotch servants. . Mrs. Boswell soon after 
made a trial of London, but she found that it did not 
suit her, and returned home. He had taken a small 
house in Queen Ann's Street, at £50 a year, which yet 
would not accommodate his family. He was going to 
take chambers, thus adding afresh to his expenses. His 
hopes were now, however, all in political influence. 
At this time he had adopted the Utopian scheme 
of sitting in Parliament, for his own county. There 
was likelihood of an immediate dissolution, and he 
began to canvass. In this task he was encouraged by a 
little local compliment. " At our last general Quarter- 
Sessions I was appointed Chairman, or PraBses, as we call 
it. I proposed and carried an Address to the Prince of 
Wales, which I had prepared, expressing a grateful sense 
of his public conduct with regard to the Regency. . . . 
I am carrying it up, to be presented by the Earl of 
Eglintoun, accompanied by such Justices of us as may 
be in Loftdon. This will add something to my conspicu- 
ousness. Will that word do ? As to Pitt, he is an 
insolent fellow, but so able, that upon the whole I must 
support him against the Coalition; but I will work him, 
for he has behaved very ill to me. Can he wonder at 
my wishing for preferment, when men of the first family 
and fortune in England struggle for it ? We shall see ; 
meantime the attempt rouses my spirits. What a state 
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is my present ! — full of ambition and projects to attain 
wealth and eminence, yet embarrassed in my circum- 
stances, and depressed with family distress, which at 
times makes everything in life seem indifferent. I often 
repeat Johnson's lines, in his vanity of human wishes : — 

" ' Shall helpless man, in ignorance sedate, 
Roll darkling down the torrent of his fate ? ' " 



«n 



County of Ayr, 

" Extract from Minute of Quarter Sessions, dated 
May 5, 1789. 

" To His Royal Highness, George, Prince of Wales, 
etc., etc. The Humble address of His Majesty's Justices 
of the Peace for the County of Ayr, met at their general 
Quarter Sessions. Sir, We, His Majesty's Justices of the 
Peace for the County of Ayr, now assembled at our first 
General Quarter Sessions since the happy event of His 
Majesty's recovery from an alarming indisposition, beg 
leave to approach your Royal Highness with the most 
sincere sentiments of Respect and Attachment. From 
this County your Royal Highness derives the ancient 
and illustrious title of Earl of Carrick, and many of us 
hold our lands of the Prince and Steward of Scotland 
as our immediate feudal Lord. We therefore presume 
to consider ourselves as having the honour to be 
peculiarly connected with your Royal Highness. 

" While your Royal Father, our beloved Sovereign, 
was afflicted by an awful visitation of Divine providence, 
We, Sir, were none of those who pressed forward to 
worship the appearance of a rising Sun. But now that 
Almighty God has been graciously pleased to restore 
His Majesty to perfect health and the full exercise of 
his Government, we humbly beg leave, from the purest 
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disinterested motives, to assure your Royal Highness of 
the grateful sense which we entertain of your admirable 
moderation and truly patriotic conduct. At a time 
when there w r as not wanting men of different parties 
who, in the rashness of their contest for their means of 
power, ventured to utter opposite opinions which, if the 
heir apparent of the crown had stood forth to resent or 
to encourage, the consequences to a nation whose His- 
tory abounds with civil commotions might have been 
dreadfully fatal, your Royal Highness, with a dignified 
wisdom and mildness which we never can forget, re- 
frained from influencing the deliberations of Parliament. 
"And, Sir, when the result was to constitute a 
Regency with just restrictions, as, however, thought 
necessary in the calamitous and perplexing state of 
public affairs, could not but be ungracious to a noble, 
and irksome to an active spirit, your Royal Highness 
generously accepted of it, that at least the form of our 
most excellent Monarchy might be preserved. By this 
earnest of your regard for the Constitution your Royal 
Highness has endeared yourself to all its real friends. 
Permit us, Sir, to congratulate your Royal Highness on 
the King's Convalescence, by which your Royal Highness 
is relieved from a very embarrassing situation, and, as 
the earnest concern of His Majesty's subjects during his 
illness and fervent rejoicing upon his recovery must have 
demonstrated to your Royal Highness, beyond the false 
suggestions of frivolous, dissipated, or perverted minds, 
what are the qualities by which a Sovereign secures 
the reverence and love of a great, free, and enlightened 
people, may your Royal Highness steadily observe and 
faithfully imitate the great and good example of His 
Majesty, and may Heaven grant your Royal Highness 
long life and all happiness. Signed in our presence 
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and by our appointment at Ayr, the fifth day of May, 
1789. Signed, James Boswell, P."* 

Mr. Boswell fancied he was very "happy" in the 
wording of this rather ambiguous document, which, 
however, reflects his discontent at his treatment by Pitt. 
His complimenting the Prince on his behaviour, after 
the notorious rapacity he displayed through the whole 
episode, was certainly as imprudent as it was unneces- 
sary. It must also have been distasteful to his patron, 
who was a staunch adherent of Mr. Pitt's. He wrote 
rather triumphantly to his friends, that the Prince had 
received the address most graciously; above all, that 
— " i" am to be presented." He accordingly waited to 
receive an intimation to come to court, but was obliged 
to depart without it. He was, however, comforted and 
gratified at receiving a message from the Prince that 
"he was sorry that Mr. Boswell had been obliged to 
leave town without waiting on him." 

It will be recollected with what importunate eager- 
ness he had sought to force himself on the first Mr. Pitt's 
notice ; but he was now to exhibit himself with greater 
absurdity in his efforts to attract the favour of the great 
minister's son. 

It is often a difficult and perplexing question, when 
we find follies and absurdities mingled in equal propor- 
tions, to decide which is the true " note " of the character, 
though the accepted judgment is that where there is 
wisdom and folly in equal parts the former is held to 
be the stronger element, and determines the character. 
It may be said that the sketches given by Miss Burney, 
by the Irish Dr. Campbell, and by Boswell of himself, 
certainly exhibit him as a rather ridiculous person. 

* This I owe to the courtesy of the secretary of the Grampian Club. 
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But it was ill scenes of conviviality, when surrounded 
by friends, the glasses and bottles before him, that he 
seemed to feel that he was most brilliant, and, indeed, 
at his best. Then " it was all Puff, puff ! " and he gave 
vent to all sorts of ludicrous extravagance. It is Elia 
who gives warning to beware of the seductive moment 
when the feelings begin to glow at the sight of the cheer- 
ful " materials" spread upon the table; and here the 
weak resolution of our hero could make little resistance. 
He was fond of attending "banquets and city 
dinners ; " and, as he told his friend Taylor, later editor 
of the Sun, " I must keep in with those men." Taylor 
fancied, and justly, that the reason was that he might 
have the chance of becoming one of the city counsel, 
or of attaining some high city honour, "not without 
the attendant advantage of the good fare connected with 
such offices." A highly grotesque and amusing scene 
of this kind has been dramatically described by this 
gentleman in his lively "Records." Boswell was 
plunged in grief at the loss of his wife, which had 
recently occurred, and, perhaps to dissipate it, was 
induced to attend a Lord Mayor's dinner. "I re- 
member," says Taylor, "dining with him at Guildhall 
in 1785, when Alderman Boydell gave his grand civic 
festival on being raised to the -mayoralty. Mr. Pitt 
honoured the table on that occasion with his presence, 
and, when the company removed to a room, in a short 
time Mr. Boswell contrived to be asked to favour the 
company with a song. He declared his readiness to 
comply, but first delivered a short preface, in which 
he observed that it had been his good fortune to be 
introduced to several of the potentates and most of 
the great characters of Europe, but with all his endea- 
vours he had never been successful in obtaining an 
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introduction $b a gentleman who was an honour to his 
country, and whose talents he held in the highest esteem 
and admiration. It was evident to all the company 
that Mr. Boswell alluded to Mr. Pitt, who sat with all 
the dignified silence of a marble statue, though, indeed, 
in such a situation he could not but take the reference 
to himself. Mr. Boswell then sang a song of his own 
composition, which was a parody on Dibdin's ' Sweet 
little cherub/* under the title of ' A Grocer of London/ 
which rendered the reference to Mr. Pitt too evident 
to be mistaken, as the great minister was then a member 
of the Grocers' Company. This song Mr. Boswell, partly 
volunteering and partly pressed by the company, sang 
at least six times, insomuch that Mr. Pitt was obliged 
to relax from his gravity, and join in the general laugh 
at the oddity of Mr. Boswell's character. Boswell and 
I came away together, both in so convivial a mood that 
we roared out all the way ' The Grocer of London/ till 
we reached Hatton Garden, where I then resided, to the 
annoyance of many watchmen whom we roused from 
their peaceful slumbers, without, however, being taken 
into custody for disturbing their repose. In the course 
of the evening Mr. Boswell and I happened to differ 
about the meaning of a word. I met him the next day 
about twelve o'clock near St. Dunstan's church, as fresh 
as a rose. He recollected our dispute, and took me 
into a bookseller's shop to refer to Johnson's Dictionary, 
but which of us was right I cannot now recollect." 

This ludicrous exhibition was much talked of and 
laughed at. To heighten the absurdity, his Liberal 
friends affected to be shocked at his want of principle, 
in singing praises of the " Grocer," whom he had been 
heard to abuse. They were enchanted to find him rise 
to the bait, and thus vindicate himself: — 

VOL. II. p 
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"Pray let them know that I am vain of a hasty 
composition which has procured me large draughts of 
the popular applause in which I delight. Let me add 
that there was certainly no servility on my part, for I 
publicly declared in Guildhall, between the encores, 
' that this same grocer had treated me arrogantly and 
ungratefully, but that, from his great merit as a minister, 
I was compelled to support him/ 

"The time will come when I shall have a riper 
opportunity to show, that in one instance, at least, the 
man has wanted wisdom." 

All this might have passed and been forgotten as a 
convivial escapade, but poor Bozzy did not dream that 
his exhibition was to find a place in one of the most 
popular and satirical poems of the time. Much as 
Byron gave fame to the poet of the Literary Fund, at 
the opening of "English Bards," so the lively author 
of the " Bceviad " led off his rhymes with an account of 
this incident. 

" Though Boswell of a song and supper vain." 

" And who has not heard of James Boswell, Esq. ? All 
the world knows, for all the world has it under his own 
hand, that he composed a ballad in honour of Mr. Pitt, 
with very little assistance from Mr. Trusler, and still 
less from Mr. Dibden ; which he produced to the utter 
confusion of the Foxites, and many at the Lord Mayor's 
table. This important * state paper ' I have not been 
able to procure, but the terror and dismay it occasioned 
amongst the enemy, with a variety of other circum- 
stances highly necessary to be known, may be gathered 
from his letter."* The satirist, however, recalls him 
with regret, exclaiming, " Poor Bozzy ! " The scene 

* This song, with other papers of Boswell, was, I recollect, sold 
at an auction some years ago, when I had an opportunity of reading 
it. It was bought, I believe, by the late Lord Houghton. 



CALLED TO THE ENGLISH BAB. 67 

expresses admirably that curious mixture which makes up 
BoswelTs character : his maudlin state and joviality, his 
vanity, and credulous belief that he was actually recom- 
mending himself to a patron, and securing his favour, by 
these clumsy forms of compliment, whereas he was only 
making himself ridiculous; and the contemptuous en- 
couragement of his friends who led him on to thus 
exhibit himself. And we feel, all the time, as they did 
— that here was a " good fellow," after all, who accepted 
their ridicule in good part Who could suppose that 
the laborious and judicious author of a work so full of 
acute and sagacious remarks, with such tact in the 
composition, could have taken such a mode of recom- 
mending himself to a minister's notice and patronage ! 
Yet it is evident that he thought he was making the 
deepest impression. It is plain, however, whatever 
were his chances, that this exhibition must have finished 
him for ever with Mr. Pitt. 

His friend Taylor gives him this pleasant character : 
"It is no wonder that Mr. Boswell was universally 
well received. He was full of anecdote, well acquainted 
with the most distinguished characters, good-humoured, 
and ready at repartee. There was a kind of jovial 
bluntness in his manner, which threw off all restraint 
even with strangers, and immediately kindled a social 
familiarity." The fatal partiality for liquor, no doubt, 
disturbed the balance of these agreeable qualities, and 
turned his genuine good nature into a maudlin benevo- 
lence.* 

* Burns, in one of bis songs, alludes to him rather con* 
temptuonsly — " gab-like Boswell." 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

CONVERSATION, WIT, AND " JEUX d'eSPRIT." 

It will have been seen from many passages scattered 
through "the Life," that the author had a pleasant, 
careless wit of his own, and loved to take his share in 
the lively conversation of the hour. We might fairly 
speculate whether he might not have found an irresistible 
temptation to heighten or magnify his own contribution, 
and allot to himself some of the more important sayings; 
but such an inquiry would be scarcely fair, as he so 
repeatedly insists on " the authenticity of my journal." 
He was always gay and lively, and one little trifle will 
show his agreeable power. " When Dr. Marlay was 
appointed Dean of Ferns, Burke remarked : ' I don't like 
the Deanery of Ferns, it sounds so like a barren title.' 
' Dr. Heath should have it,' said I. Johnson laughed, 
and, condescending to trifle in the same mode of con- 
ceit, suggested c Dr. Moss.' " Here Burke was decidedly 
ponderous, and without fun ; but the other puns were 
fairly good, and Boswell's certainly the best and readiest. 
Mr. Boswell was often ready enough in reply, even to 
his great friend. Once the latter rather roughly said to 
him, on his complaining of headache after drinking with 
him, "Nay, sir, it was riot the wine that made your 
head ache, but the sense I put into it." And Boswell 
replied, "What, sir! And will sense make the head 
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ache ? " But the doctor was not to be thus disposed of. 
"Yes, sir," (with a smile) "when it is not used to it." 
Boswell claims credit for recording this " pleasantry," as 
he justly calls it, even though at his own expense, and 
adds, happily, that Johnson having given him £1000 
worth of conversation, was entitled to take back a 
guinea or so. 

Often Boswcll's utterances in these conversations are 
gay and lively ; but when he invites attention to some 
sally of his own as specially brilliant, we usually find 
something flat and foolish. Thus he reminds Johnson 
of a gentleman who was first talkative from affectation, 
then silent from the same cause. A nicer discrimination 
of character was Mrs. Cholmondeley's : " I shall be cele- 
brated as the liveliest man in every company, and then 
all at once, ' Oh, it is much more respectable to be grave 
and look wise/ But Boswell must develop." " He has 
reversed the Pythagorean discipline by being first talka- 
tive and then silent. He reverses the course of nature 
too : he was first the gay butterfly, and then the creep- 
ing worm." " Johnson laughed long and loud," he says, 
" at this expansion and illustration." Nothing could be 
more ponderous. 

It is amusing to find that our author regularly 
" booked " his own good things, or what he fancied were 
good. Some of these are respectable. Of a man who 
exaggerated his stories more and more every time he 
repeated them, he said that "he blew a story to any 
size, as a man blows figures in a glass-house." Miss 
Leslie took off a necklace he was admiring, to show it to 
him, and he said, " It is pretty, even when it is off." 
Parties of pleasure he had no taste for, but, once engaged, 
he was like a dog: " I never go into the water of my own 
accord, but throw me in and I swim well/' 
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The following is agreeably expressed : " There are 
a variety of little circumstances in life which, like pins 
in a lady's dress, are necessary for keeping it together, 
and giving it neatness and elegance." 

But a speech which he made when he was on his 
travels, would have delighted some of his malicious 
friends : " Boswell said that a dull fool was nothing, as 
he never showed himself. The great thing, said he, is to 
have your fool well furnished with animal spirits and 
conceit, and he'll display to you a rich fund of risibility. 
He said this at a certain court in Germany." 

"Talking of myself to a Corsican priest, the Abbd 
Cotti, and regretting that the King had not promoted 
me, I said, ' Monsieur, il ne manque que la base : je suis 
dSyd la statue.' " On another occasion, he was so carried 
away as to make this boast : " Boswell compared him- 
self to the ancient Corinthian brass. ' I am,' said he, 
* a composition of an infinite variety of ingredients. I 
have been formed by a vast number of scenes of the 
most different natures, and I question if any uniform 
education could have produced a character so agre- 
able.' " It was speeches such as these that amused his 
friends, and drew on him many a rude, rough stroke, 
which he impartially sets down. 

At times Boswell could be truly banal, and his sad 
attempts at puns and wit must have invited ridicule. 
When he was told that Goldsmith used to earn his 
travelling expenses abroad by disputing at the Universi- 
ties, "Well," said Boswell, "that was, indeed, disputing 
his passage through Europe." Some one was speaking 
of a certain general. " Sir," said Boswell, " the gentle- 
man is a general, and I do not choose to enter into 
particulars." 

" Fordyce was much scandalized at a French barber 
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who shaved him in Paris, and, having caught a fly, 
call it cette machine Id. € Why,' said Boswell, ' in 
England we call a machine a fly, why may not the French 
call a fly a machine V" 

A poor minister had his horse seized on some process, 
it was, however, restored to him. " There was no kind- 
ness in it," says Boswell, " for you know the proverb, 
' Set a beggar on horseback, etc.' " " Mr. Crosbie was the 
member of several clubs. I said to him, * Crosbie, you 
are quite a club sawyer/ " 

Complaining that he had so good a memory for 
trifles, it prevented his recollecting things of conse- 
quence ; " My head," said he, "is like a tavern in which 
a club of confirmed drinkers have taken up the room that 
might have been filled with lords who drink Burgundy." 
But the following is good : — " Sons are truly part of 
a family ; daughters go into other families. Sons are the 
furniture of your house ; daughters are furniture in your 
house only for sale. Such of them as are well looked are 
like pictures in the catalogue of the exhibition, those 
marked thus are for sale. (Or thus, daughters are like 
certain pictures in the exhibition, those marked thus, 
Ac.)" 

So, when he said that the extracts given in a review 
of a book were often better than the book :. " It is like 
-collops well seasoned and served with a good sauce ; and 
which are better eating than the sirloin or rump from 
which they are cut." 

" Boswell, who had a good deal of whim, used not 
only to form wild projects in his imagination, but would 
sometimes reduce them to practice. In his calm hours 
he said, with great good humour, ' There have been many 
people who built castles in the air, but I believe I am 
the first that ever attempted to live in them/ " 
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" A gentleman was one day making that common 
serious reflection, 'Time runs/ 'Very well/ replied 
Boswell, ' let it run, then, for I am sure I shall never try 
to pursue it/ " 

These specimens are not of the highest merit. He 
was less successful in his " Pun-sauce." 

"As a playful instance of the proverb, I said, 
' Every man has his price. Lord Shelburne has his price 
[meaning Dr. Price], whom I love and call Pretium 
ajfectionis.' (Monday, 18th April, 1785, at Dr. Brock- 
lesby's.) " This the author must have thought first-rate, 
from the minuteness of the entries of locality, etc. The 
next is supremely flat. " Bos well and John Home met 
with a man in their walk one morning, who said that 
he was a hundred and three. ' What a stupid fellow/ 
said Boswell, ' must that be who has lived so long ! ' " 

"A modern man of taste found fault with the 
avenues at Auchinleck, and said he wished to see 
stragling trees. ' I wish/ said Boswell, ' I could see 
stragling fools in this world/" "The conversation 
having turned on Andrew Stuart's artful defence of the 
treacherous conduct of his brother to Lord Pigot, I said, 
'He has laid on a thick colouring upon his brother's 
character. It would not clean ; he has died (sic) it ' 
(London, 23rd April, 1779)." "Cullen,the mimick, was 
excessively ugly, having most horrible teeth, and, upon 
the whole, a physiognomy worse than Wilkes's. One 
morning, when he was grinning and pleading a cause, 
I stood by and observed, ' Whom is Cullen taking off ? 
He is taking off the devil/ " 

Again : " Boswell was talking away one evening in 
St. James's Park with much vanity. Said his friend 
Temple, ' We have heard of many kinds of hobby-horses, 
but, Boswell, you ride upon yourself/ " And, on another 
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occasion, " having shown some of his compositions to 
Lord Karnes with the remark that they were were a 
little dull : ' Yes, yes/ cried Lord Karnes, ' aliguando 
dorniitab Homerus 9 (Homer sometimes nods). Boswell 
being too much elated with this, my lord added, ' Indeed, 
sir, it is the only chance you had of resembling Homer.' " 
This specimen shows that Lord Karnes had a "pretty 
wit of his own." * 

Boswell also conceived that he had a particular gift 
for " throwing off" light epigrams in verse. These we 
read with amazement, after vainly seeking the point 
and wondering how they could have been the work 
of the same being who wrote that delightfully humorous 
scene when Johnson was seduced into dining with 
Wilkes. A good specimen, which he appeared to regard 
with special satisfaction, were some lines on the statue 
of Charles II. in the Parliament Close, "which some years 
ago the Provost of the city, from a strange Gothic 
fancy, had laid over with a thick coat of white paint 
to make it look white and new. This occasioned the 
following : — 

" Well done, my Lord, with noble taste, 

You've made Charles gay as five and twenty. 
We may be scarce of gold and corn, 

But sure there's lead and gold in plenty. 
Yet for a public work like this 

I would have had some famous artist, 
Though I had made each mark a pound 

I would have had the very smartest. 

* All these sayings were carefully registered in the commonplace 
book which the late Lord Houghton allowed to be published. 
Many years before, he had issued a selection in the " Philobiblon 
Miscellany," which also included a " folium reservatum " which 
contained a number of stories in the coarse style of Boswell's day. 
I may add here my little tribute to this genial, accomplished noble- 
man, who was glad to place at your service his own knowledge, as 
well as his stores of papers and letters. He was, perhaps, the last 
of the old cultured school of literary noblemen. 
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" Why not bring Allan Ramsay down 

From stately coronet and cushion ? 
For he can paint a Hying king 

And knows the English constitution. 
The milk-white steed is well enough, 

But why thus danb the man all over, 
And to the swarthy Stuart give 

The cream complexion of Hanover ? 

" This statue never gave offence, 

But now, as you've been pleased to make it, 
The ladies all will run away, 

Lest they behold a man stark naked, 
Stay fail*, dissembling cowards ! Stay ! 

He'll do no harm, you may go near him, 
I'll tell yon, e'en when flesh and blood 

Some of your grand dames did not fear him." 

On another occasion he was joined by his friend 
Maclaurin, in some satirical verses on the judges : — 

"Court op Session Garland. 

" The bill charged on was payable at sight, 
And decree was craved by Alexander Wight ; 
But because it bore a penalty in case of fatlrie, 
It therefore was null, contended Willie Baillie. 

" The Ordinary not choosing to judge it at random. 
Did with the minutes make avizandum; 
And as the pleadings were vague and windy, 
His Lordship ordered memorials sine inde. 

" We, setting a stout heart to a stay bre, 
Took into the cause Mr. David K» ; 
Lord Auchinleck, however, repelled our defence, 
And over and above decreed for expense." Etc. 

His amatory effusions were . of rather a ponderous 
sort ; witness the following : — 

" On observing a Lock of Miss B-D-N'S Hair separated prom 
her Head-dress and hanging towards the Author. 

" By James Boswell, Esq. 

" Wild Furies with dishevelled locks are drawn, 
And rustic lassies romping on the lawn ; 
Bat, sweet Eliza, gentle as thou'rt fair, 
Strange that all disordered is thy hair ! 
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" Sure it baa been witb calm composure drest, 
Yet one recreant lock avoids tbe rest. 
No more — for I perceive witb conscious pride 
This lovely lock inclining to my side. 
When such kind partiality I see, 
Oft may it wander if it strays to me ! " 

No author, indeed, supplied so much amusement to 
the public by fantastic freaks and extravagances, and 
which he took immense pains to have propagated. 
Unfortunately, he imagined he had a gift for convivial 
composition, and indulged in this taste till he died. 
This same hopeless insensibility and inadmission of the 
fact that he was making himself ridiculous is more 
conspicuously shown in this weakness than in any other. 
A jovial Dr. Lettsom, a man of some science, who used 
to receive his friends at Grovehill, his villa at Camber- 
well, where what are vulgarly called "high jinks" — 
games at bowls, gymnastics, enjoyable days followed by 
toping nights, went forward. Hither came various 
cheerful doctors, some litterateurs and publishers, and 
the ever-convivial Boswell, who, in his relish of these 
" days and nights of the Gods," wrote a song, which by 
banality, the unconscious malapropos of the topics, 
and the exquisite air of sheer nonsense affecting wit, 
bears fatal testimony to Bozzy's gifts. He was, how- 
ever, immensely pleased with it. 

The author, in his complacency, declared that " he 
thinks his good friend Dr. Lettsom is in it painted with 
truth. It goes admirably to the tune of 'The First 
Time at the Looking-Glass ' in ' The Beggars' Opera. ' " 

"Horattan Ode to Charles Dillt. 

" My cordial friend, still prompt to lend 
i our cash when I have need on't, 
We both must bear our load of care, 
At least we talk and read on't. 
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<c Yet are we gay, in every way, 

Not minding where the joke lies, 
On Saturday at bowls we play, 
At Camberwell, with Coakley. 

" Methinks you'll laugh, to hear but half 
The name of Dr. Lettsom ; 
From him of good, — talk — liquors — food — 
His guests will always get some. 

" And guests has he, in ev'ry degree 
Of decent estimation : 
His liberal mind holds all mankind 
As an extended nation. 

" O'er Lettsom's cheer we've met a Peer, 
A Peer — no less than Lansdown : 
Of whom each dull and envious cull 
Absurdly cries, The Man's down. 

" Down do they say ? How then, I pray, 
His king and country prize him? 
Through the whole world known, his peace alone 
Is sure t' immortalize him. 

" Lettsom we view, a Quaker true, 
'Tis clear he's so in one sense. 
His spirit strong and ever young 
Refutes pert Priestley's nonsense. 

" In fossils he is deep we see, 
Nor knows beasts, fishes ill i 
With plants not few, some from Pellew, 
And monstrous Mangel Wwzel. 

" West India bred, warm heart, cool head, 
The City's first physician, 
By schemes humane, Want, Sickness, Pain, 
To aid is his ambition. 

" From terrace high he feasts his eye 
When practice grants a furlough ; 
And while it roves o'er Dulwich groves, 
Looks down — ev'n upon Thurlow." * 

* This song Mr. Nicholls often heard Bozzy troll, with others, 
" when exhilarated by moderate potations from a bowl of either 
delicious syllabub or generous tortola." 
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The genial and convival Lettoom, living in such jollity, 
soon got into difficulties, and was " sold up," as it is 
called. 

This taste for song-wf iting brings Boswell pleasantly 
into communication with Goldsmith, there being a 
favourite song of the poet's which Mr. Boswell used 
to chaunt upon occasion.* 

Here was a "stinging" epigram, as he no doubt 
fancied it : — 

* In a letter to the London Magazine, he gives a little 
history of Goldsmith's pretty song and his own share in its 
preservation : — 

" Sir, — I send you a small production of the late Dr. Goldsmith, 
which has never been published, and which might perhaps have 
been totally lost had I not secured it. He intended it as a song 
in the character of Miss Hardcastle, in his "admirable comedy, She 
Stoops to Conquer ; but it was left out, as Mrs. BuUceley who played 
the part did not sing. He sung it himself in private companies 
very agreeably. The tune is a pretty Irish air, called The Humours 
of Balamagairy, to which, he told me, he found it very difficult to 
adapt words ; but he has succeeded happily in these few lines. As 
I could sing the tune, and was fond of them, he was so good as to 
give me them about a year ago, just as I was leaving London, and 
bidding him adieu for that season, little apprehending that it was 
a last farewell I preserve this little relick in his own hand- writing 
with an affectionate care. I am, Sir, your humble Servant, James 
Boswell. 

"SONG by Br. GOLDSMITH. 

" • Ah me ! when shall I marry me ? 

Lovers are plenty ; bat fail to relieve me. 
He, fond youth, that could carry me, 
Offers to love, but means to deceive me. 

" c But I will rally and combat the miner : 

Not a look, not a smile, shall my passion discover. 
She that gives all to the false one pursuing her, 
Makes but a penitent, loses a lover.' " 

In his praise of this trifle there is a true appreciation which 
speaks well for BoswelTs character. 
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"EPIGRAM ON THE PUSILLANIMOUS CONDUCT OP 
THE FRENCH AT TOURNAY. 

" By Mb. James Boswkll. 

" While loyal honour warmed a Frenchman's breast, 
The field of battle was a glorious test ; 
Nobly ambitions for his King to fight, 

To die or conquer was a soldier's right. 
A strange reverse the Democrats display, 
And prove the right of man to run away." 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

DEATH OF MRS. BOSWELL — POLITICS. 
1789. 

In the March of 1789, we find him in town, enjoying 
himself a good deal, though disturbed by unfavourable 
accounts of his wife's health. He showed himself ingeni- 
ous in devising excuses for remaining. It was a remedy 
for his low spirits. " As London is the best place when 
one is happy, it is equally so when one is the reverse : 
for the power of being at once wrapped up in an undis- 
turbed privacy, by not being personally known, and 
having an influx of ideas by being in the midst of multi- 
tudes, cannot fail to dissipate many a cloud which would 
thicken and augment, and press upon the spirits, in the 
country." And, following out this acceptable theory, he 
went out to see the illuminations, with his friend Paoli. 
He was, however, induced to linger on, in the hope 
of receiving better news ; or was, perhaps, unwilling to 
tear himself away from town dissipations, on what might 
prove to be a false alarm. He was also now engrossed 
with his great work: he protested that he could not 
leave London " without stopping what has been delayed 
too long, and taking myself out of the great wheel of 
the Metropolis/' in which he hoped in time to draw a 
prize. He was still in low spirits ; " I indeed must 
acknowledge that, owing to the melancholy which ever 
lurks about me, I am too dissipated and drink too much 
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wine. These circumstances I must restrain as well as 
I can." We thus find him much perplexed and dis- 
tracted between duty and pleasure, in a very character- 
istic way : " Supposing that the disease should increase, 
and, as sometimes happens, should take a rapid course, 
she may be carried off while I am four hundred miles 
from her. The alternative is dreadful, and though she, 
with admirable generosity, bids me not be in a haste to 
leave London (knowing my extreme fondness for it), I 
should have a heart hard as a stone were I to remain 
here ; and should the fatal event happen in my absence, 
I should have a just upbraiding gloom upon my mind 
for the rest of my life. I have therefore resolved to set 
out early, the day after to-morrow, and take Veronica 
with me." 

He accordingly left London in April, and returned 
to Auchinleck, to the bedside of his dying wife. The 
physicians told him there was little hope of her recovery. 
She was in fact wasting away. He could only indulge 
in maudlin regrets over his past neglect, and console 
himself in his own way : " With grief continually at 
my heart," he wrote in November, "I have been 
endeavouring to seek relief in dissipation and in wine, 
so that my life for some time past has been unworthy 
of myself, of you, and of all that is valuable in my 
character and connections." For five weeks he reluc- 
tantly endured his banishment; when, in spite of all 
his poignant self-reproaches, he contrived an excuse for 
getting away. His account of this result, and the way 
in which he arrived at it, is truly " characteristical," 
and the jumble of affection, self-interest, and self- 
indulgence makes up an odd picture. He begins : " No 
man ever had a higher esteem or a warmer love for a 
wife than I have for her. You will recollect, my Temple, 
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how our marriage was the result of an attachment truly 
romantic; yet how painful is it to me to recollect a 
thousand instances of inconsistent conduct. I can justify 
my removing to the great sphere of England, upon a 
principle of laudable ambition ; but the frequent scenes 
of what I must call dissolute conduct are inexcusable ; 
and often and often, when she was very ill, in London 
have I been indulging in festivity^ with Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, Courtenay, Malone, etc,, etc., etc., and have 
come home late and disturbed her repose. Nay, when 
I was last at Auchinleck, on purpose to soothe and 
console her, I repeatedly went from home ; and both on 
those occasions, and when neighbours visited me, drank 
a great deal too much wine. On Saturday last, dining 
at a gentleman's house, where I was visiting for the first 
time, and was eager to obtain political influence, I drank 
so freely, that, riding home in the dark without a servant, 
I fell from my horse and bruised my shoulder severely. 
Next morning I had it examined by a surgeon, who 
found no fracture or dislocation, but blooded me largely 
to prevent inflammation. While I was thus confined to 
bed, came a letter from Colonel Lowther, one of Lord 
Lonsdale's Members, informing me that his Lordship 
would set out for London as soon as I arrived at Lowther, 
•and would be glad to have my company in the carriage 
with him, I expected such a letter, because I was 
■engaged to appear as Recorder of Carlisle, for the 
Corporation, in a Cause brought against us in the 
King's Bench, which I knew was to come on this month 
or early in June. But I was in a great dilemma what 
to do. I was afraid I should not be able to travel, and 
to leave my wife in such a state was severe. She, with 
a spirit which I cannot enough admire, animated me to 
•set out, which I accordingly did, resolved to return as 

VOL. II. o 
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soon as the business was over, and bring our two sons 
with me, to be some comfort to her, while she can at all 
be sensible of it His Lordship's way is exceedingly 
dilatory, so that we have not set out to-day as was pro- 
posed, and perhaps we may not go for a day or two 
longer. I philosophically resign myself to what may 
happen ; this being (as Governor Penn, the American, 
and one of his Members, and a sensible worthy fellow, 
says) a school of its own kind, 

u My shoulder is more uneasy, and there is now an 
extended rheumatism through that arm, and part of the 
breast next to it, which I feel acutely, while I cannot 
put on and off my clothes without help. But I will go 
forward. To be zealous is, with justice, a strong recom- 
mendation ; and such is the great Parliamentary influ- 
ence, that, be the Minister who will, he may when he 
pleases get almost anything for a friend. I have no 
right to expect that he will give me a seat in Parliament, 
but I shall not be surprised if he does. Entre nous, my 
chance for representing my own County is very small." 

From Lowther Castle, though his wife's condition 
was not improving, he betook himself to London. 
He had hardly been there a fortnight, when a letter 
reached him from the doctor, announcing that she was 
dying. He at once set off, taking with him his two 
sons. He accomplished the journey in sixty-four hours, . 
but, on arriving, found that she had died four days before. 
He could only bewail his own neglect in piteous terms. 

Poor Boswell had indeed a feeling, affectionate heart : 
and, after describing this tragic journey, he says : " But 
the fatal stroke had taken place ere I set out. It was 
very strange we had no intelligence on the road, not 
even in our own parish, not till my second daughter 
came running out from the house and announced to us 
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the dismal event in a burst of tears." What followed 
is related pathetically enough. " She continued quite 
sensible till a few minutes before, when she began to 
doze calmly, and expired without any struggle" (She 
died on June 4, 1789). ".. . . But alas ! to see my ex- 
cellent wife, and the mother of my children, and that 
most sensible and lively woman, lying cold and pale 
and insensible, was very shocking to me. I could 
hardly bring myself to agree that the body should be 
removed, for it was still a consolation to me to go and 
kneel by it and talk to my dear, dear Peggie." He was 
consoled by the state of the funeral, at which there were 
nineteen carriages, and many horsemen, with all the 
tenants walking. He himself read the service to his 
sons, and " was relieved by that ceremony a good 
deal ; " and, on the Sunday following, his old tutor, Mr. 
Dun, delivered " almost verbatim a few sentences which 
I sent him as a character of her." * 

In this bereavement, he turned for comfort to 
Lowther, the patron on whom all his hopes were fixed, 
and whom he had courted with such subserviency. In 
all his various writings we find many compliments, of a 
rather fulsome kind, to this great personage. We have 
seen in what an extravagant and even ridiculous strain 
he addressed him in his " Letter to the People of Scot- 

* He nourished these tender recollections in a rather touch- 
ing way. Johnson, on his wife's death, had prayed that he might 
have the benefit of her attentions and ministrations, whether 
exercised by appearance or dreams. On which Boswell tells us 
he had " a personal motive for presenting it, because it sanctions 
what I myself have always maintained and am fond to indulge." 
He then adds, " But I, whom it has pleased God to afflict in a 
similar manner, have certain experience of benignant communica- 
tions by dreams." This unaffected confession has more foundation 
than might be supposed : and many can testify to the vividness of 
such visions, which bring up the features and tones of voice of 
the departed, in a way that the waking memory fails to present. 
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land ; " and when he published his " Tour/' he broke 
out into an awkward mixture of blame and compliment. 
He represents Johnson as saying, " ' We have had few 
misers in England.' Boswell. 'There was Lowther.' 
Johnson* 'Why, sir, Lowther, by keeping his money, 
had the command of the county, which the family has 
now lost, by spending it.' " 

His literary conscience would not let him suppress 
:this indiscreet speech, so he added a mollifying note : 
" I do not know what was at this time the state of the 
.parliamentary interest of the ancient family of Lowther ; 
a family before the Conquest ; but all the nation knows 
it to be very extensive at present, A due mixture 
of severity and kindness, economy and munificence, 
characterises its present Representative. " With much 
assiduity he continued to follow this personage ; but all 
he obtained was a trifling office — an earnest, as he hoped, 
of more substantial promotion. He had particularly 
«et his thoughts on one of his patron's boroughs, and a 
sort of promise, as he fancied, had been given that he 
should be elected for one of these. For years he was 
beguiled with this hope ; but his patron soon discovered 
that poor " Bozzy " in such a position could be of little 
use to him, or perhaps only bring ridicule. BoswelTs 
own indiscretion, too, had the effect of checking his 
advance, for we find him, at times, on the point of 
writing in opposition to his patron's views. He seems 
to have endured much during this time of servitude, for 
Lord Lonsdale appears to have been of a rough, coarse 
temper, and took care often to remind his dependant of 
his position, and of what he had done for him. He 
would send for him from Scotland to Carlisle, requiring 
his assistance to travel with him, or to wait on him ; 
and when he invited him on a visit, he would permit 
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his friends to make a butt of his guest, or even to play 
practical jokes on him. It is melancholy to have to 
admit that it was his own voluntary sacrifice of self- 
respect and dignity that exposed him to such treatment 
from those whom he believed to be his admirers and 
friends. But everything goes down before the laughing 
contempt which attends the helpless toper — that is, the 
unhappy being who cannot measure or restrain himself 
in the presence of drink. 

In August, 1789, he was, as we have seen, sunk in 
grief at the loss of his wife, also at the helpless position 
in which he found himself; he was, moreover, dreadr 
fully embarrassed, and without assistance to control or 
guide his large family, The letter which, in this 
distressed condition of things, he wrote to his old friend 
Temple offers a truly piteous and genuine picture of 
grotesquely mingled feelings : its natural and unsuspect- 
ing simplicity is also remarkable. 

" Almighty and most merciful Father ! let me never 
impiously repine. May I be enabled by thy grace 
really to submit myself entirely to thy divine Will,; 
Yet, as ' Jesus wept ' for the death of Lazarus, I hope 
my tears at this time are excused. . . . 

" How much do I regret that I have not applied my* 
self more to learning. . , . The woeful circumstance of 
such a state of mind as I now experience is that it 
rejects consolation ; it feels an indulgence in its own 
wretchedness. my friend, what would I give for one 
of those years with my dearest cousin, friend and wife, 
which are past I May I not flatter myself with a dawn 
of hope that I shall be permitted to see her again, aye 
and to be with her, not to be separated I What can 
one think ? what can one do in so wretched a state 
as this? She used on all occasions to be my comforter i 
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she, methinks, could now suggest rational thoughts to 
me ; but where is she ? my Temple, I am miserable. 
It is astonishing what force I have put upon myself 
since her death, how I have entertained company, etc., 
etc. ; but all this makes me worse. Is it possible that 
I yet can have any enjoyment in this state of being ? 
My kindest compliments to all your family. Value Mrs. 
Temple warmly while you have her." 

In this sad condition he thought he would seek 
comfort in the jovialities of the circuit, and the society 
of his patron. The visit was only productive of a 
truly farcical incident. " I left Auchinleck," he writes, 
" with intention to join the Northern Circuit at Carlisle. 
I went first to Lowther, the great man having invited me 
by a letter, to come to him as soon as I should find it 
convenient. My mind was so sore from my late severe 
losses, that / shrunk from the rough scenes of the roar- 
ing, bantering society of lawyers. I consulted Lord 
Lonsdale, who thought I might stay away, as I had a 
Very good excuse. I accordingly remained at Lowther. 
Still I was in sad distress, though I forced an ap- 
pearance of doing wonderfully well." He describes to 
his friend the way in which he was treated at Lowther 
Castle : — 

" A strange accident happened : the house at Low- 
ther was so crowded, that I and two other gentlemen 
were laid in one room. On Thursday morning my wig 
was missing ; a strict search was made, all in vain. I 
was obliged to go all day in my nightcap, and absent 
myself from a party of ladies«and gentlemen, who went 
and dined with the Earl on the banks of the lake — a 
piece of amusement whict I was glad to shun, as well 
as a dance which they had at night. But I was in a 
ludicrous situation, I suspected a wanton trick, which 
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some people think witty ; but I thought it very ill- 
timed to one in my situation. Next morning the Earl 
and a Colonel, who I thought might have concealed my 
wig, declared to me upon honour they did not know 
where it was ; and the conjecture was that a clergymen 
who was in the room with me, and had packed up his 
portmanteau in a great hurry to set out early in the 
morning early, might have put it up among his things. 
This is very improbable ; but I could not long remain 
an object of laughter, so I went twenty-five miles to 
Carlisle on Friday, and luckily got a wig there fitted 
for me in a few hours. Yesterday I came to this Seat 
of the Bishop, where I find myself somewhat easier, 
there being more quietness. His Lordship's chaplain 
read prayers, and preached to us in his chapel to-day. 
The scene is fine externally, and hospitable and quiet 
within ; but alas ! my grief preys upon me night and 
day. I am amazed when I look back. Though I often 
and often dreaded this loss, I had no conception how 
distressing it would be. May God have mercy upon 
me ! I am quite restless and feeble and desponding. 
I return to Lowther to-morrow for two days, to show 
that I am not at all in a pet, and then I am to return 
to Auchinleck for a little time. 

" Such is my melancholy frame at present, that I 
waver as to all my plans. I have an avidity for death ; 
I eagerly wish to be laid by my dear wife ; years of 
life seem insupportable. I dread that Eton may make 
my son expensive and vicious, and it seems hard to send 
my little daughter two hundred miles beyond London. 
Every prospect that I turn my mind's eye upon is 
dreary. Why should I struggle ? I certainly am con- 
stitutionally unfit for any employment. The Law life 
in Scotland, amongst vulgar familiarity, would now 
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quite destroy me. I am not able to acquire the Law of 
England. To be in Parliament, unless as an inde- 
pendent member, would gall my spirit ; to live in the 
country would either harass me by forced exertions, or 
sink me into a gloomy stupor. Let me not think at 
present, far less resolve" 

In due time the wig was recovered and restored to 
him — " found," as his friends chose to describe it ; but no 
inquiries could discover the mystery of its disappear- 
ance ; no one being willing, of course, to acknowledge 
their share in the "joke." The mixture of emotion 
and grief over a lost wife and a lost wig, is highly 
characteristic. 

Though he found "that he had but a small party 
in Ayrshire, he was determined to keep up a can- 
didateship, as giving consequence" In the following 
year he again went down to prosecute his candidature, 
but only to have " an unhappy time. ... my friend, 
this is sad!" is his piteous outburst. Before this, 
however, he had comforted himself with a junketing 
to Portsmouth, where he witnessed a review of the fleet. 
"I had a most enjoyable time, spending a day and 
a night on board the brave Macbride's ship." Captain 
Macbride was his wife's cousin. 

The situation in Ayr offered but the most meagre 
chance of success. Three powerful Thanes, Lords 
Cassilis, Dumfries, and Glencairn had combined to set 
up a candidate of their own. An independent candi- 
date, one Mr. Whitefood, had also started ; and Boswell 
had an expectation that he might " slip in." " Thus the 
parties are so poised that I shall have it in my power to 
cast the balance ; if they are so piqued that either will 
rather give the seat to me than be beaten by the other. 
Thus I stand, and I shall be firm" Waxing enthusiastic 
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as he saw the prospect, he declared that — " should Lord 
Lonsdale give me a seat, he will do well" As the 
Regency question was then in agitation, he was inclined 
to side with the Prince ; for, as he explained naively- 
enough, "Pitt has behaved ill in his neglect of me." 
He was even about to publish a pamphlet on the 
Prince's side, when it suddenly occurred to him that it 
might not be acceptable to his patron, who was one of 
Pitt's supporters ; so he prudently determined to hold 
his hand. All these turns are highly characteristic. 

It was easy to foretell the issue of this connection. 
The final breach which destroyed the hopes and made 
void the subserviency of years was a painful one, and 
is described by him in an admirably vivid way. It 
occurred in June, 1790, when he was leaving town to 
attend his patron to the north. He was beginning to 
tire of waiting. " Seeing me," he says, " by no means 
in a good humour " — what a trait is here of the arro- 
gance of this " northern tyrant ! " — " he challenged it 
roughly, and said, 'I suppose you thought I was to 
bring you into Parliament. I never had any such in- 
intention.' " He then "expressed himself in a most 
degrading manner, before a low man from Carlisle, and 
one of his menial servants." Stung by this coarse 
attack, poor Boswell turned on him. At this time, 
he said, the state of his low spirits made him almost 
" mad under such unexpected insults," — " and, in my fret- 
fulness, I used such expressions as irritated him almost to 
fury, so that he used and wrote such language towards 
me that I should have, according to the irrational laws 
of honour, been under the necessity of risking my life, 
had not an explanation taken place." No wonder he 
thought of this as a most unhappy day, and a most 
shocking encounter. The grotesque part of the incident 
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was that he was shut up in the carriage with his patron, 
and had to travel with him under these highly awkward 
conditions. The journey, as may be conceived, "was 
barely tolerable," but when they got to Lancaster they 
parted, " in a strange equivocal state," the patron being 
"half irritated, half reconciled/' Boswell, however, 
felt that his behaviour would never be pardoned. As- 
suming the airs of independence, he insisted on instantly 
resigning his post; but the despot, with a certain 
malignity, would not allow of this. As Boswell ruefully 
describes it, "He insisted rigorously on my having 
solicited the office ; and that I could not, without using 
him ill, resign it, until the duties which were now 
required *f it were fulfilled, and without sufficient time 
being given for the election of a successor. Thus was I 
dragged away, as wretched as a convict." 

Now released from his servitude, his situation 
became more pitiable still. " I am alone at an inn, in 
wretched spirits, and ashamed and sunk, on account of 
the disappointment of hopes, which led me to endure 
such grievances. I deserve all that I suffer. I am 
quite in a fever. Oh ! my old and most intimate friend, 
what a shocking state am I now reduced to ! I entreat 
of you, if you possibly can, to afford me some consola- 
lation, and please do not divulge my mortifications. I 
will now endeavour to appear indifferent, and, as I now 
resign my Recordership, I shall gradually get rid of all 
communication with this brutal fellow " Could anything 
be more genuine, so heart-rending as these sad jere- 
miads ? Here, however, was an end to all his prospects 
of promotion, seat in Parliament, and the rest. 



( 91 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

ANXIETIES — DESPONDENCY — FAILURE AT THE BAR. 

1790. 

His domestic situation was embarrassing. Apart from 
genuine feeling for the loss of his wife, it was brought 
home to him in a very inconvenient way. While 
she Jived, as he now found out, "I had no occasion 
almost to think concerning my family : every particular 
was thought of by her, better than I could. I am the 
most helpless of human beings : I am in a state very 
much like that of one in despair." There were five 
children to be looked after and controlled, a function for 
which their erratic father felt himself incapable. His 
eldest son, who had begun to oppose him, "was at 
Eton, as discontented and miserable as if at the galleys." 
On his first visit to the college this pleasantly natural 
being was quite elated at his reception, which he 
described in his best style : " I go to Eton to-morrow 
with my eldest son. I was there last week to prepare 
matters, and to my agreeable surprise found myself 
highly considered there, was asked by Dr. Davies, the 
Head-master, to dine at the Fellows' table, and made a 
creditable figure. / certainly have the art of making 
the most of what I have. How should one who has had 
only a Scotch education be quite at home at Eton ? / 
had my classical quotations very ready. 
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" My second son is an extraordinary boy : he is 
much of his father (vanity of vanities). He is to be a 
barrister, and I am very desirous to train him properly. 
He is of a delicate constitution, but not unhealthy, and 
his spirit never fails him. He is still in the house with 
me; indeed he is quite my companion, though only 
eleven in September. He goes in the day to the 
academy in Soho Square, kept by the Kev. Dr. Barrow, 
formerly of Queens', Oxford, a coarse north-countryman, 
but a very good scholar ; and there my boy is very well 
taught. After the holidays I am to take resolution and 
board my little James somewhere, for while under my 
roof he passes his time chiefly with my old housekeeper 
and my footman. What shall I do ? Soho is a com- 
petently good place* there are few boys there but of 
an inferior rank ; in justice to a good master, should I 
remove my son ? The boy wishes much to go to Eton, 
because his brother is there ; I, on the other hand, think 
it better they should be separate, and wish to place 
him at Westminster. To that there is the objection of 
danger to his morals, which however is answered by the 
boys there not being worse than at other schools, and 
by the first people in the nation continuing to keep 
their sons there. The eclat of Westminster, I think, 
would be of service to him, and I have a great respect 
for Vincent, the present Head-master." 

But what to do with his motherless daughters was 
even a greater difficulty. The eldest, Veronica, was 
placed with a lady in London, but he foresaw that she 
would not stay there long. The second, as he oddly 
put it, " must escape from school in a year." Another of 
his daughters was at Edinburgh, under the inspection of 
her grandmother, Lord Auchinleck's widow, who, Boswell 
is constrained to admit, " was exceedingly good to her/* 
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*• How much better/' he then says, " is it that I am on 
decent terms with that lady ! " 

Presently, he had forgotten all his sorrows, and, in 
the early part of the year 1790, the widower, now fifty 
years old, recurred to his old pursuit of heiress-hunting. 
In this way he hoped to repair his tottering fortunes. 
But here he was indulging in his usual sanguine dreams. 
It was, in fact, the same old Boswell that had courted 
Miss Blair. 

" While in the North, I got such accounts of the lady 
of fortune, whose reputation you heard something of, 
that I was quite determined to make no advances. 
Whether I shall take any such step I doubt much. The 
loss I have experienced is perpetually recurring ; and, 
though there might be comforts in what you suggested, 
I fear there would be troubles/' Nothing more was heard 
of this lady of the North. But in the following year 
he heard of another likely candidate, and, as usual, con- 
sidered the thing as good as settled, even before he had 
seen her ! These objects of his choice were ladies of 
fortune. One of them he sought in the true spirit of 
the fortune-hunter. Alas for poor Peggie Montgomerie ! 

"I am to dine with Sir William Scott, the King's 
Advocate, at the Commons to-morrow, and shall have a 
serious consultation with him, as he has always en- 
couraged me. It is to be a family party, where I am to 
meet Miss Bagnal (his lady's sister) who may probably 
have six or seven hundred a year. She is about seven 
and twenty, and he tells me lively and gay — a Ranelagh 
girl — but of excellent principles, insomuch that she 
reads prayers to the servants in her father's family every 
Sunday evening. ' Let me see such a woman/ cried I ; 
and accordingly I am to see her. She has refused 
young and fine gentlemen. ' Bravo/ cried I, € we see 
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then what her taste is/ Here then I am, my Temple, 
my flattering self ! A scheme — an adventure seizes my 
fancy. Perhaps I may not like her ; and what should 
I do with such a companion, unless she should really 
take a particular liking to me, which is surely not prob- 
able ; and, as I am conscious of my distempered mind, 
could I honestly persuade her to unite her fate with 
mine ? As to my daughters, did I see a rational prospect 
of so good a scheme, I should not neglect it on their 
account, though I should certainly be liberal to them." 

" You must know/ 9 he writes, " / have had several 
matrimonial schemes of late. I shall amuse you with 
them from Auchinleck. One was with Miss Miles, 
daughter of the late Dean of Exeter, a most agreeable 
woman ' d'un certain age/ and with a fortune of 
£10,000 ; she has left town for the summer. It was 
no small circumstance that she said to me, 'Mr. 
Temple is a charming man'" As this scheme also 
proved fruitless, he became discouraged. 

At this time he broke out into one of those un- 
accountable freaks or exhibitions — the result of some 
whim or humour, and which once more shows his lack 
of good common sense. He had conceived a vehement 
objection to the abolition of slavery, and had written a 
poem which, however, he hesitated to publish. It had 
the extraordinary title, "No Abolition of Slavery, or 
the Universal Empire of Love." Unable to resist his 
longings for publicity, he issued it in 1791. No copy 
is found in the libraries, nor have I ever seen one 
offered for sale, and it seems not unlikely that he 
suppressed it. Some fragments, however, are found in 
the various reviews, where the critics treated it with 
scant courtesy and contemptuous good-humour, declaring 
that an allusion to the " Ancient Baron of the Land " 
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" proves the author to be aut Boswell ant ." But 

as all BoswelTs writings have a certain personal cast, we 

come, at the close to some forty very coarse lines in praise 

of his reigning mistress, and which had no connection 

with the subject of the poem. Indeed, there must be 

some mystery connected with this little pieee, for there 

is a rambling incoherence about it; and as it vehemently 

ridicules some political doctrines which were held by 

some of his patrons, it is likely enough to have been 

withdrawn. 

" Dolben would destroy 
Both slavery and licentious joy. 
Foe to all sorts of planters, he 
Will suffer neither bond nor free." 

He then addresses Mr. Pitt : — 

" Accept fair praise, but while I live 
Tour Regency I can't forgive. 
My Tory soul with anger swells 
When I the parcelled crown beheld, 
Prerogative put under hatches, 
A monarchy of shreds and patches. 
Thurlow, forbear thy awful frown ; 
I beg you may not look me down. 
My honest fervour do not scout ; 
I too, like thee, can be devout. 

never let Majesty suppose 

The Prince's friends must be his foes ; 
There is not one among you all 
Whose sword is readier at his call. 
An ancient Baron of the land, 

1 by my King shall ever stand ; 

But when it pleases Heav'n to shroud 
The royal Image in a cloud, 
That image in the heir I see." 

Nor does he spare his friend Burke : — 

" Burke, art thou here too ? thou whose pen 
Can blast the fancied rights of men ; 
Pray, by what logic are those rights 
Allow'd to Blacks— deny 'd to Whites?" 
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Nothing could be more curious than the contrast 
between BoswelTs figure, as displayed in his own pages, 
when he appears as the humble disciple of the master, 
seeking instruction, and gravely deploring the follies of 
other men, and the melancholy display of weaknesses 
now exhibited in his soiltary course. We always find, at 
least, good impulses, and a yearning for a better mode of 
life, which he had uot strength to pursue. No creature 
was ever so pitiably helpless in regard to resolutions, and 
he seemed to have consoled himself with the placid 
theory that it was not he that was responsible, but his 
own fallible nature. Later this took the odd shape of a 
complete laxity in practice, neutralized by sound moral 
and even pious sentiments. 

Bishop Butler, in a well-known passage on habits, 
has well explained the working of this fatal combination. 
Passive and active habits, he points out, — that is, senti- 
ment and action, — are opposed or mutually destructive. 
Thus the indulgence in feelings of compassion or pity, 
unsupported by action, eventually destroys the exercise 
of charity; while indulgence in practical habits of 
charity equally destroys sentiment. Thus, charitable 
people appear insensible, and "sentimentalists" seem 
selfish. It is easy to apply this to the case of Boswell, 
whose indulgence in good impressions, without restraint 
on his actions, ended in destroying all effort at reform. 
There is nothing more melancholy than the tracing of 
this decay, and the failure, in morals and manners, of 
Johnson's favourite pupil. In this view, a further interest 
is found in his great and interesting life of Johnson, 
which, as I have before hinted, offers ingeniously disguised 
references to Boswell's own life. All through, Bos- 
well felt the pricks of conscience, and the poignant sense 
of his own degradation. We can follow the little arts 
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by which he pleaded, as it were, for himself, and put 
forward the weaknesses of his great friend in extenua- 
tion of his own weaknesses. 

The picture drawn by a friend of the closing portion 
of his life is truly a melancholy one. The ordinary sen-r 
sualist runs his course to the end with a stolid or reckless 
infatuation; but in the nature of Boswell there was 
implanted good instincts, and, it would seem, an ever- 
reproaching conscience. 

" In the last years of his life, Boswell still continued 
to frequent the societies in which he had been wont to 
delight. But death carried away, one after another, 
many of his dearest companions. The fickle multitude 
of unattached acquaintance deserted him from time tQ 
time for newer faces and less familiar names. His joke, 
his song, his sprightly effusions of wit and wisdom, were 
ready, but did not appear to possess upon all occasions 
their wonted power of enlivening convivial joy. He 
found that fortune, professional connexions, great ex- 
pence, and the power of promoting or thwarting people's 
personal interests, are necessary to give, even to the most 
polished and lively conversational talents, the power of 
pleasing always. His fits of dejection became more 
frequent, and of longer duration. Convivial society 
became continually more necessary to him, while his 
power of enchantment over it continued to decline. 
Even the excitement of deep drinking in an evening 
became often desirable to raise his spirits above melan- 
choly depression. Disease, the consequence of long 
habits of convivial indulgence, prematurely broke the 
strength of his constitution. He died before he had yet 
advanced to the brink of old age, and left, assuredly, few 
men of worthier hearts or more obliging manners behind 

him/ 
vol. ii. n 
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During Mrs. Bosweirs illness Johnson prophetically 
warned him, " In losing her you will lose your anchor, 
and be tost without stability on the waves of life ; " on 
which Boswell, " The truth of this has been proved by 
sad experience " — a strange confession. 

After these mortifications and failures, we are not 
surprised to find him indulging in a burst of pious senti- 
ment. In July, 1790, he writes some wholesome senti- 
ments to his friend : " Surely, my dear friend, there 
must be another world in which such beings as we are 
will have our misery compensated. But is not this a 
state of probation ? and if it is, how awful is the consi- 
deration ! I am struck with your question, c Have you 
confidence in the Divine aid ? ' In truth I am sensible 
that I do not sufficiently ' try my ways ' as the Psalmist 
says, and am ever almost inclined to think with you that 
my great oracle Johnson did allow too much credit to 
good principles, without good practice" How character- 
istic is this laying the blame of his own " divarications " 
on Johnson ! But nothing could be more unjust. Again 
and again had the sage warned him "to beware of 
impressions." Indeed, if there was a favourite doctrine 
of his, it was that a life of practical virtue was worth 
all the most pious sentiments in the world. 

While he was thus pursuing various schemes, he was 
distracted by the embarrassments of his home. In a 
truly piteous letter, which is really full of tragedy, he 
is led on to bewail the failure of all his hopes. What to 
do with his children was still his embarrassment. 
"What is to become of them?" he asked. "I am 
utterly at a loss. They cannot live with satisfaction, or 
even propriety, in a house here with me, as I am very 
little at home, cannot afford to keep a carriage, and have 
nobody to take them out to visit, or to public places. 
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Undoubtedly, my having a house in Edinburgh would be 
best for them ; but, besides that my withdrawing thither 
would cut me off from all those chances which may, in 
time, raise me in life, I could not possibly endure 
Edinburgh now, unless I were to have a Judge's place to 
bear me up ; and even then I should sigh deeply for the 
Metropolis. Malone advises me to find some respectable 
elderly lady, who, though well bred and well connected, 
has little fortune, and would be glad to be a companion 
and superintendent of them, from the consideration of 
being comfortably accommodated, and having £30 or 
£40 to buy clothes. But my daughters are not what 
girls of fifteen and sixteen commonly are; they are 
exceedingly advanced for their years, and would not 
submit to such a woman, nor have I almost any authority 
over them. Is not this a sad situation? I have no 
guess what will be done. 

" I have given up my house, and taken good cham- 
bers in the Inner Temple, to have the appearance of a 
lawyer. O Temple ! Temple ! is this realizing any of 
the towering hopes which have so often been the subject 
of our conversations and letters ? Yet I live much with 
a great min, who, upon any day that his fancy shall be 
so inclined, may obtain for me an office which would 
make me independent. The state of my affairs is very 
disagreeable, but be not afraid for your £200, as you 
may depend upon its being repaid. My rent-roll is 
above £1,600; but, deducting annuities, interest of 
debts, and expenses absolutely necessary at Auchinleck, 
I have but about £850 to spend. I reckon my five 
children at £500 a year. You see what remains for 
myself. I am this year to make one trial of the Lord 
Chancellor, In short, I cast about everywhere. I do 
not see the smallest opening in Westminster Hall ; but I 
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like the scene, though I have attended only one day this 
last Term, being eager to get my 'Life of Johnson' 
finished. And the delusion that practice may comfc 
at any time (which is certainly true) still possesses 
me. 

He could not refrain from putting on record in his 
great work this naive plea for his lack of success at the 
Bar. "Now, at the distance of fifteen years since this 
conversation passed, the observation which I have had 
an opportunity of making in Westminster Hall has 
convinced, the same certainty of success cannot now 
be promised to the same display of merit. The reasons, 
however, of the rapid rise of some, and the disappoint - 
ment of others equally respectable, are such as it might 
seem invidious to mention, and would require a larger 
detail than would be proper for this work." The reasons 
for the disappointment of one, at least, of the " respect- 
able" persons, could be readily found in a neglect of 
business, and a too great indulgence in social pleasures. 
Boswell felt even more acutely the rise of some of his 
competitors. 

We should be inclined to suppose, with Dr. Johnson,, 
that Boswell's perpetual complaining of low spirits was 
a sort of affectation, that they could be dispelled by 
manly exertion of the will. It is clear, however, that 
poor Boswell was all his life a victim to this hateful 
malady, from which he fled to a remedy that only 
inflamed the disease. Most dreadful was his state :: 
" I have for some weeks had the most woeful return of 
melancholy, insomuch that I have not only had no relish 
of anything, but a continual uneasiness, and all the pro- 
spect before me for the rest of life has seemed gloomy 
and hopeless. The state of my affairs is exceedingly 
embarrassed." 
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" Fling but a stone, the giant dies," was alas ! not 
the remedy sought by Boswell. The cheerful glass — the 
pleasant night among gay friends, such was the remedy 
that for the time gave him relief. It will be noted in 
some of his letters the almost frantic eagerness with 
which he tried to collect companions of an agreeable 
kind to attend some dinner at a friend's house. So 
zealous was he in this way, that Mr. Dilly'and others 
regularly employed him to arrange their dinners and 
collect their guests. This is evidenced by some of his 
unpublished letters to Wilkes. 

While thus engaged, news reached him which 
appeared to be of immense importance. This was the 
death of his old tutor, Mr. Andrew Dun, the Minister 
of Auchinleck. The choice of a successor appeared of 
such moment, that he posted down to his country seat, 
and, on the eve of his departure, in February, 1793, 
addressed his friend Temple in solemn terms on the 
serious duty he was about to undertake : " I am within 
a few hours of setting out for Auchinleck, honest David 
having secured me a place in the Carlisle coach to Ferry 
Bridge, that I may have an opportunity to stop should 
I be too much fatigued. It is quite right that I should 
now go down. The choice of a minister to a worthy 
parish is a matter of very great importance, and I cannot 
be sure of the real wishes of the people without being 
present. Only think, Temple, how serious a duty I am 
about to discharge ! I, James Boswell, Esq.— you know 
what vanity that name includes." He was resolved, 
however, to leave the choice to the parishioners, and 
this he announced to them formally. 

For forty years this worthy Mr. Dun had exercised 
his functions in Auchinleck, and looked back with pride 
to his long service, and to the day of his " call " by the 
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Presbytery in 1752.* He appears to have had his 
share of rough quaintness, evidenced by the two volumes 
of sermons with notes which he published at Kilmarnock 
in 1790, and which he dedicated to "the man whom I 
have known to be always diligent and just," viz. Lord 
Auchinleck. 

An " advertisement/' prefixed to one of these sermons, 
shows his character in a pleasing way. It was preached 
" at the wish of Lady Elizabeth Creighton, the only child 
of the Earl and Countess of Dumfries." " The young 
lady had been seriously ill of a fever at London, from 
whence, after her recovery, the order was sent, with a 
donation of £5 from the parishes. The author's heart 
was gladdened one Tuesday, a very cold, frosty, but 
fine, clear, sunny day, to see columns of smoke ascending 
from so many huts, the homes of the poor now warmed 
with the young lady's bounty and that of the parents. 
While writing this, what pleasing thoughts crowd into 
the mind ! a young lady thus educated, what a blessing 
to society, etc." This " etc." is very quaint. But what 
was this to the very original dedication of the sermon, 
to the young lady herself ! " Madam, I will pay you no 
compliments until you are got out of leading strings, 
and are your own governess. You have reason to thank 
God in this modern age that you have such Parents, 
parents entrusted with an heiress; a child taken by 
wise men from her nearer friends and connections to 
them. I rejoice to hear of the dawnings of wisdom, and. 
to see the progress of Humanity in you. Continue, my 
dear young creature, continue to increase in wisdom 
and favour with God and man. That the Lord may 
give you the generosity and taste of your grand-uncle, 

* The " call " was signed, first by Lord Auchinleck as patron, 
and by two Boswells, John and Alexander, as heritors and elders. • 
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the Earl of Dumfries and Stair ; the piety of his lady, 
of the family of Aberdeen ; the wisdom and charity of 
the Countess, your Mother; with the honest, warm, 
friendly heart of the Earl, your Father, is the constant 
prayer of, etc.," — all of which is simple and droll. 

In some of the notes to the sermons we find some 
personal recollections as odd as those of his pupil. He 
tells how he was once "convoying a cousin to her 
father's house. A witch, she was ; I had formerly felt 
her power, as had fifty others. She did not wound us 
with pins, but with darts. Smile not, for it is said the 
man who ever was in love, has long ears. A man 
visits, and with formality proposes marriage, once or 
twice a year. So these formulists remain bachelors all 
their days, or stumble into matrimony. Header, be not 
sour ; all now said is consistent with piety, unless you 
think that piety consists in saying continually with the 
monks, mementoo moori, mementoo moori" 

He has quaint anecdotes too. " A curate who had 
been called to pray with a dying man, grievously gored 
by a bull, after tossing the leaves of the Common Prayer 
Book, said, ' Upon ray word, I cannot find a prayer for 
bull-goring, in all the Prayer Book : ' so went off." He 
recalls, too, a Presbyterian, praying publicly for the 
Eoyal Family, who said, " Lord, bless the King, our 
Sovereign, and the Queen, his Sovereign." 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

PREPARING FOR THE "LIFE OF JOHNSON." 

We are now approaching that momentous period when 
Boswell was making ready to give the world that great 
book which has made him famous. In the midst of his 
pleasures, follies, and day dreams, he had been busy 
with this really huge enterprise, and had contrived to 
prosecute the gigantic task of bringing into order the 
vast mass of materials he had collected. It is extra- 
ordinary to find that this was successfully accomplished 
within a period of little over six years. The difficulties 
were enormous : for he had not only to arrange his own 
personal recollections, to rewrite or " Johnsonize " as he 
called it, innumerable notes of conversation, but to 
collect all the facts or incidents of Johnson's life, most 
of which were unfamiliar to him. No laborious scholar 
working in his study, undistracted by social pleasures, 
could have been more successful in this part of the 
scheme. 

There were others, besides Mr. Malone and Mr. 
Boswell, who had been thought of as biographers of 
Johnson. Among these was his friend and executor, 
Sir W. Scott, afterwards Lord Stowell, who was pressed 
by Mr. Twiss to undertake the task. "I think I 
should not have troubled you with a letter at this 
time," he wrote in 1784, "had I not been more than 



PREPARING FOR TEE "LIFE OF JOHNSON:* 105 

commonly anxious to renew my solicitations with you 
to become the biographer of your friend Dr. Johnson. 
When T formerly mentioned this matter to you at Coles- 
hill, and wished you to be collecting proper materials, 
your answer that Dr. Percy was already engaged in the 
business by no means satisfied me, nor am I better 
pleased with the report that Sir John Hawkins or Mr. 
Boswell would perform the task : I do not think either 
of them equal to the work ; the one is a puppy, the 
other a pedant : suffer not, I beseech you the life of so 
excellent a man to be written by such puny fellows : 
more abilities are required than possessed by all three : 
rescue his memory from all such mean hands." This not 
very sagacious person was happily not to have his way ; 
but the appeal is valuable, as showing what was the 
general feeling as to Boswell's fashion of dealing with 
biography, A more serious mortification, however, 
was the selection by the united booksellers of London 
— nearly fifty in number — of Sir John Hawkins, Knight, 
as the biographer of Dr. Johnson. In spite of the 
success of the "Tour" these practical men could not 
accept Mr. Boswell seriously. Hawkins's work deserves 
praise, and was really of some aid to Boswell, in 
laying out, as it were, the life of Johnson, fixing dates, 
events, etc. 

Boswell was an enthusiastic author, and during his 
life projected a vast number of works, all on interesting 
subjects, which he would no doubt have treated with the 
honest labour, and pleasant earnestness that was habitual . 
with him. He had made " collections " for a history 
of " The Beggar's Opera/' to be issued in a great quarto, 
which would no doubt have dealt with the history of 
the performers and the curious controversies that arose 
out of it. He had talked much with the old Duke of 
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Queensbory, who had seen the first representation, had 
heard anecdotes at second hand from Quinn and others. 
Besides, he delighted in the subject; and, as he says 
in his natural way, "their very tunes never failed 
to render me gay, because they are associated with the 
warm sensations and high spirits of London." With 
this view he had been attending the executions at 
Newgate, and had cemented a friendship with Mr. 
Akermann, the Governor. 

Another of his schemes was an account of his travels 
on the continent, for which he had collected materials, 
but Johnson dissuaded him, saying he would lessen his 
reputation. " What can you tell of countries so well 
known ? " i€ But," said Boswell, sensibly enough, " I can 
give an entertaining narrative, with many incidents, 
anecdotes, and remarks, so as to make very pleasant read- 
ing." We heartily wish he had not attended to the sage's 
advice, for his observations would have been shrewd and 
agreeable. Another of his plans is disclosed in a letter 
to Bishop Percy, to whom he applied for aid. " I wish 
to publish, as a regale to him, a neat little volume, 
'The Praises of Doctor Johnson by contemporary 
writers. , It will be about the size of Selden's ' Table 
Talk/ of which your lordship made me a present. Will 
your lordship be at the trouble to send me a note of the 
writers you recollect, who have praised our much 
respected friend." His extraordinary intimacy with the 
notorious Mrs. Kudd led him to set down her conversa- 
tions and the odd incidents she related to him, which 
he contemplated publishing. From this he was fortu- 
nately dissuaded. Yet another scheme was a life of. 
Lord Karnes, for which he had been making " collections," 
some items of which were used in the " life " executed 
by Lord Woodhouslee. There are a few anecdotes and. 
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professional recollections which Boswell took down. 
He was tempted to undertake an account of General 
Oglethorpe, attracted by some anecdotes which the 
general recounted to him. But the general died before 
he was able to undertake the duty. He also proposed 
to write the life of " the learned and worthy Thomas 
Ruddiman," in which he was encouraged by his mentor. 
" I should take pleasure in helping you to do honour to 
him." He made " collections " on the antiquities of 
Scotland. But Boswell had reasonable doubts as to 
the use of such a thing. A more curious scheme was a 
" Dictionary of Words peculiar to Scotland : " as also a 
new edition of his father's " Anacreon ; " a work on 
Addison ; an edition of " Johnson's Poems ; " a history of 
Sweden; a history of the '45 Rebellion; a life of 
Sir R. Sibbald ; a history of James IV. ; a work on 
Scotch charters ; an account of his family ; a descrip- 
tion of the Isle of Man ; a sort of story based on the 
parsimonious habits of Lord Macdonald ; and a defence 
of his great work, with a reply to Dr. Parr's attacks. 
He had also a vague idea of editing Walton's " Lives." 
This was a large programme. 

With a view to make his book as full and as complete 
as possible, Boswell spared himself no trouble of inquiry 
or investigation, plying every one likely to contribute 
information with questions, or invitations to give him 
assistance. With this view he made an expedition down 
to Windsor, to try and extract something - from the 
vivacious Miss Burney, who describes his attack in the 
most amusing style. 

"And now for a scene a little surprising. The beauti- 
ful chapel of St. George, repaired and finished by the 
best artists at an immense expense, which was now 
opened after a very long shutting up for its preparations, 
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brought innumerable strangers to Windsor, and, among 
others, Mr. Boswell. 

"This I heard, in my way to the chapel, from Mr. 
Turbulent [the Rev. Mr. La Giffardi&re], who overtook 
me, and mentioned having met Mr. Boswell at the 
Bishop of Carlisle's the evening before. He proposed 
bringing him to call upon me; but this I declined, 
certain how little satisfaction would be given here by the 
entrance of a man so famous for compiling anecdotes. 
But yet I really wished to see him again, for old ac- 
quaintance* sake, and unavoidable amusement from his 
oddity and good humour, as well as respect for the object 
of his constant admiration, my revered Dr. Johnson. I 
therefore told Mr. Turbulent I should be extremely glad 
to speak with him after the service was over. 

" Accordingly, at the gate of the choir, Mr. Turbulent 
brought him to me. We saluted with mutual glee : his 
comic-serious face and manner have lost nothing of their 
wonted singularity ; nor yet have his mind and language, 
as you will soon confess. 

" ' I am extremely glad to see you indeed/ he cried, 
' but very sorry to see you here. My dear ma'am, why 
do you stay ? — it won't do, ma'am ! you must resign 1 — 
we can put up with it no longer. I told my good 
host the Bishop so last night ; we are all grown quite 
outrageous.' 

" Whether I laughed the most, or stared the most, I 
am at a loss to say ; but I hurried away from the cathe- 
dral, not to have such treasonable declarations overheard, 
for we were surrounded by a multitude. 

"He accompanied me, however, not losing one 
moment in continuing his exhortations : 

" ' If you do not quit, ma'am, very soon, some vio- 
lent measures, I assure you, will be taken. We shall 
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address Dr. Burney in a body ; I am ready to make 
the harangue myself. We shall fall upon him all at 
once.' 

" I stopped him to inquire about Sir Joshua ; he 
said he saw him very often, and that his spirite were 
very good. I asked about Mr. Burke's book. 

" ' Oh/ cried he, ' it will come out next week : 'tis the 
first book in the world, except my own, and that's 
coming out also very soon ; only I want your help/ 

"' My help?' 

" * Yes, madam ; you must give me some of your 
choice little notes of the Doctor's; we have seen him 
long enough upon stilts ; I want to show him in a new 
light. Grave Sam, and great Sam, and solemn Sam, and 
learned Sam — all these he has appeared over and over. 
Now I want to entwine a wreath of the graces across his 
brow ; I want to show him as gay Sam, agreeable Sam, 
pleasant Sam : so you must help me with some of his 
beautiful billets to yourself/ 

" I evaded this by declaring I had not any stores at 
hand. He proposed a thousand curious expedients to get 
at them, but I was invincible. 

" Then I was hurrying on, lest I should be too late. 
He followed eagerly, and again exclaimed : 

" * But, ma'ma, as I tell you, this won't do— you 
must resign off-hand ! Why, I would farm you out my- 
self for double, treble the money ! I wish I had the 
regulation of such a farm — yet I am no farmer-general. 
But I should like to farm you, and so I will tell Dr. 
Burney. I mean to address him ; I have a speech ready 
for the first opportunity/ 

" He then told me his ' Life of Dr. Johnson ' was 
nearly printed, and took a proof-sheet out of his pocket 
to show me ; with crowds passing and repassing, know- 
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ing me well, and staring well at him ; for we were now 
at the iron rails of the Queen's Lodge. 

" I stopped ; I could not ask him in ; I saw he 
expected it, and was reduced to apologise, and tell him 
I must attend the Queen immediately. 

"He uttered again stronger and stronger exhorta- 
tions for my retreat, accompanied by expressions which 
I was obliged to check in their bud. But finding he 
had no chance for entering, he stopped me again at the 
gate, and said he would read me a part of his work. 

" There was no refusing this ; and he began, with 
a letter of Dr. Johnson to himself. He read it in strong 
imitation of the Doctor's manner, very well, and not 
caricature. But Mrs. Schwellenberg was at her window, 
a crowd was gathering to stand round the rails, and the 
King and Queen and Koyal Family now approached 
from the Terrace. I made a rather quick apology, and 
with a step as quick as my now weakened limbs have 
left in my power, I hurried to my apartment. 

" You may suppose I had inquiries enough, from all 
around, of f Who was the gentleman I was talking to at 
the rails ? ' And an injunction rather frank not to admit 
him beyond those limits. 

" However, I saw him again the next morning, in 
coming from early prayers, and he again renewed his 
remonstrances, and his petition for my letters of Dr. 
Johnson." 

He also determined to extract all that he could 
from Dr. Percy, the bishop of Dromore, who had shown 
him much kindness and hospitality. " My talent," 
wrote Boswell, "for recording conversation is hand- 
somely acknowledged by your Lordship upon the blank 
leaf of Selden's ' Table Talk/ with which you were s* 
good as to present me." He then begs for assistance in 
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the shape of recollections, notes, etc. * ' You must certainly 
recollect a number of anecdotes. Be pleased to write 
them down, as you so well can do, and send them to 
me." The prelate kindly set to work, and sent him some 
useful particulars. Boswell had allowed nearly a year 
to elapse before acknowledging these communications, 
" which, though few, are valuable," pleading a sort of 
Johnsonian excuse. "Procrastination we all know 
increases, in a proportionate ratio, the difficulty of doing 
that which we might have once done very early." He 
then gives an account of his progress and method. " I 
am ashamed that I have yet " (it was then February 7, 
1788) "seven years to write of his life. I do it chrono- 
logically, giving year by year his publications, his 
letters, his conversations, and everything else I can 
collect. It appears to me that mine is the best plan of 
biography that can be conceived ; for my readers will, 
as near as may be, accompany Johnson in his progress, 
and, as it were, see each scene as it happened." He 
then speaks of the long delay which he fears may be 
prejudicial to the work, but means " to do his duty as 
well as he can." It has been thought that Boswell's ani- 
mosity to Mrs. Thrale was occasioned by her attempted, 
anticipated publications. But here, at least, we find 
him speaking of her project good-naturedly, as if he 
were pleased. " It will be," he says, " a rich addition 
to the Johnsonian Memorabilia." His curiosity, too, 
tempted him into a violation of printing-office etiquette. 
'*I saw a sheet there yesterday," he says, "and ob- 
served letter 350, so we may have much entertainment." 
" Your Lordship would, I am sure, be glad to see 
that I was lately elected, in February, Kecorder of 
Carlisle. Lord Lonsdale recommending me to that 
office was an honourable proof of his Lordship's regard 
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for me, and may hope that this may lead to future pro- 
motion, I have indeed no claims upon his Lordship, 
but I shall endeavour to deserve his continuance." 
Then, recalling the past, he says, he recollects " with 
fondness the happy mornings I passed in the capital 
and elsewhere. Does not your Lordship sometimes wish 
to be in old England again ? " The Bishop, in replying, 
exhibits his reverence for the great Lord Lonsdale : — 

" I felicitate you most sincerely on your growing 
interest with so warm and generous a patron as Lord 
Lonsdale, whose generous attachment to his friends has 
always been a distinguished feature in his character, and 
who, I doubt not, will be glad to introduce into Parlia- 
ment a member of your abilities, and active exertion. 
I must myself acknowledge with gratitude that, during 
my residence in that country, I always received very 
flattering instances of his Lordship's polite attention ; 
and I have great pleasure in seeing you so agreeably 
connected with his Lordship, who shows a discernment 
rarely seen in men of great fortunes, in looking out and 
attracting to himself men of distinguished talents, as he 
has lately manifested in his patronizing of you and 
Dr. Douglas." Dr. Percy was a courtly prelate, and 
had due deference for all personages with political influ- 
ence. He therefore added, "I have heard with great 
pleasure, the important part you lately acted in the 
north. You are now connected with a nobleman, who 
serves his friends with zeal and spirit, which I hope will 
be attended with the happiest consequences to your 
establishment in England. I already anticipate his 
bringing you into the House of Commons as an event 
no less certain, than splendid to your fortunes." It was 
no wonder that Mr. Boswell took this prophecy as fresh 
encouragement for his sanguine hopes. It was charac- 
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teristic, however, that Boswell had never thought of 
sending his episcopal friend a copy of his book, expecting, 
no doubt, that he ought to purchase it. When, however, 
the volumes were before him, the bishop found himself 
pictured as a time-serving prelate, ridiculously obsequi- 
ous to a duke, with whose family he is represented as 
being nervously anxious to establish a relationship. 

With the same maladroitness Boswell recounts, " Dr. 
Percy humorously observes that Levett used to break- 
fast on the crust of a roll which Johnson, after tearing 
out the crumb, threw to his humble friend." It must 
have been very offensive to the bishop to be represented 
as making a jest of such an incident, if true. But it is 
likely that it was a mere fanciful speculation. 

At the end of the third edition of the "Tour,* 
Mr. Boswell made fresh announcement of the great work 
which he was planning. In the first edition he had 
given a short statement to the same effect, which has 
been quoted, and this he now expanded. It is in his 
own clear and precise style, and drawn up with his 
usual sagacity. It will be seen that it by no means 
expresses the large and ambitious scale which his work 
was afterwards expanded to, and he did not propose to 
extend it beyond the dimensions of a single quarto 
volume : — " Preparing for publication, in One Volume 
Quarto, ' The Life of Samuel Johnson/ 

" Mr. Boswell has been collecting materials on this 
work for more than twenty years, during which he was 
honoured with the intimate friendship of Dr. Johnson, 
to whose memory he is anxious to erect a literary 
monument, worthy of so great an author and so excel- 
lent a man. Dr. Johnson was well informed of his> 
design, and obligingly communicated to him several 
curious particulars. With these will be interwoven the 

VOL. II. I 
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most authentic accounts that can be obtained from those 
who knew him ; many sketches of his conversation on 
a multiplicity of subjects, with various persons, some 
of them the most eminent of the age ; a great number 
of letters from him at different periods, and several 
original pieces dictated by him to Mr, Boswell, distin- 
guished by that peculiar energy which marked every 
emanation of his mind. Mr. Boswell takes this oppor- 
tunity of gratefully acknowledging the many valuable 
communications which he has received to enable him 
to render his ' Life of Dr. Johnson ' more complete. 
His thanks are particularly due to the Rev. Dr. Adams, 
the Rev. Dr. Taylor, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Langton, 
Dr. Brocklesby, Rev. Thomas Weston, the Rector of 
Birmingham, Mrs. Porter, and Miss Seward. He has 
already obtained a large collection of Dr. Johnson's 
letters to his friends, and shall be much obliged for such 
others as still remain in private hands, which he is the 
more desirous of collecting, as all the letters of that great 
man which he has yet seen are written with peculiar 
precision and elegance, and he is confident that the 
publication of the whole of Dr. Johnson's epistolary 
correspondence will do him the highest honour." 

Naturally we have an interest in the publisher 
selected by Boswell, Dilly, at whose house the famous 
dinner to Wilkes and Johnson took place. He cordially 
esteemed his client, and brought out all his works in 
handsome style. He lived in " the Poultry," and was a 
very hospitable man. His brother was " Squire Dilly," 
who was sheriff of his county. Beloe, the strange 
"Sexagenarian/' describes Charles Dilly as the "queer 
Bookseller," and as having peculiar dryness of manner.* 

* " This epithet " of the Queer Bookseller, he says, " is not 
intended to express the smallest disrespect, but the person in qnes- 
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Never was a work written under such struggles and 
depressing conditions. He had, however, the most 

tion was characterized by a dryness of manner peculiarly his own. 
He was seldom betrayed into a smile, nor did he ever appear 
particularly exhilarated, even when the greatest wits of the day 
assembled at his house. He had to boast of the familiar acquaint- 
ance of Wilkes and Boswell, and Johnson and Cumberland, and 
Parr and Steevens, and a numerous tribe of popular writers. No 
one conld exercise the rites of hospitality with greater liberality, 
and when enabled from success to retire from the world with 
great opulence, he retained his kind feelings towards those who 
had formerly been connected with him as authors, and gave them 
a frequent and cordial welcome at his table. 

" But to evince the powerful effect of habit, he retained so strong 
a partiality for the situation in which he had passed the greatest 
part of his life, and where he had accumulated his wealth, that 
though it was in the very noisiest part of the noisiest street in the 
city, he invariably, and for ever afterwards, made it the standard 
by which he estimated how far any thing was handsome, convenient, 
or agreeable. 'My house in the city/ comprised every thing 
which was animating and delightful without, and comfortable and 
exhilarating within. 

" With the dry manner above described, there was united an 
extraordinary simplicity, which, where this individual's better 
qualities were not very well known, frequently gave offence. Our 
friend had never any intercourse with him on matters of business 
but once. In conjunction with a friend, whose works are now 
under more solemn and awful criticism elsewhere, he was pre- 
vailed upon to print a book on speculation, presuming, which 
indeed turned out to be the fact, that the booksellers would sub- 
scribe for the impression. The dry bookseller was, among others, 
applied to, but he returned the letter of application to the writer, 
simply writing under it, ' A. B. will not subscribe.' 

" Upon another occasion an author who lived at a distance from 
the metropolis, at that period a great patriot, and flaming poli- 
tician, had written a book of biography, the sale of which was to 
pour unheard-of riches into his bosom ; guineas, for it was then 
the time of guineas, glittered in brilliant heaps before his warmed 
imagination. He employed a common friend to entreat the inter- 
position of the Sexagenarian with some publisher, as being better 
acquainted with the nature of such negociations. 

" The office was readily accepted, and this same Queer gentleman 
was the person fixed upon to become the purchaser of the copy- 
right of this inestimable treasure. A meeting was appointed, the 
circumstances explained, the copy produced, was cast off, and 
agreed to be comprised in an octavo volume. Then succeeded the 



116 LIFE OF JAMES BOSWELL. 

extraordinary faith in its success, and long hesitated 
about accepting an offer made to him of i^lOOO for it. 
But it would go to his heart, he said, to accept such 
a sum, which he considered far too low. Eobinson, 
the publisher, was the person who made him this 
proposal. As he got near the close of his labours, 
his pecuniary difficulties became dreadfully complicated. 
In January, 1791, we find him writing to his friend 
Malone : " I have been so disturbed by sad money- 
matters, that my mind has been quite fretful ; £500, 
which I borrowed and lent to a first cousin, an unlucky 
captain of an Indiaman, were due on the 15th to a 
merchant in the city. I could not possibly raise that 
sum, and was apprehensive of being hardly used. He, 
however, indulged me with an allowance to make partial 
payments; £150 in two months, £150 in eight months, 
and the remainder, with the interest, in eighteen months. 
How I am to manage I am at a loss, and I know you 
cannot help me. So this, upon my honour, is no hint. 
I am really tempted to accept of the £1000 for my ' Life 
of Johnson.' Let me struggle and hope. I cannot be 
out on Shrove Tuesday, as I flattered myself. P. 376 
of Vol. II. is ordered for press, and I expect another 

anxious moment of expectation of the reply to be given to, " How 
much wiU you advance for the copy-right ? " 

" The author had doubtless heard of the large sums given per 
volume to Gibbon, Robertson, Blair, Beattie, and other writers of 
that calibre ; and though perhaps neither his pride nor his ambi- 
tion carried his expectations quite so far as to suppose that he 
should be placed on a parallel with these illustrious names, yet his 
disappointment (and disappointment is always in proportion to the 
hopes indulged) cannot easily be described, when, in a dry, grave, 
and inflexible tone, he heard the words, ' Twenty pounds and six 
copies.' 

" Thus was the flattering hope of authorship nipped in the bud, 
the labour of many successive months, in a moment rendered 
unavailing, and the fond dreams of fame and emolument made to 
vanish as by the wand of a sorcerer." 
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proof to-night* But I have yet near two hundred pages 
of copy besides letters, and the death, which is not yet 
written. My second volume will, I see, be forty or fifty 
pages more than my first. Your absence is a woful 
want in all respects." Yet, under this pressure, he had 
foolishly incurred fresh obligations, to gratify his family 
pride, and could not resist purchasing back a portion of 
the family estate, which cost him £2500, fifteen hundred 
of which was borrowed on the mortgage, but the rest he 
could not conceive a possibility of raising, except on the 
ruinous system of annuity. "It was," he wrote, "im- 
prudent in me to make a clear purchase at a time when 
I was sadly straitened, but if I had missed the oppor- 
tunity it never again would have occurred, and I should 
have been vexed to see an ancient appanage, a piece of, 
as it were, the flesh and blood of the family in the hands 
of a stranger. In this situation, then, my dear sir, 
would it not be wise in me to accept 1 000 guineas for 
my * Life of Johnson/ supposing the person who made 
the offer should now stand to it, which I fear may not 
be the case ; for two volumes may be considered as a 
disadvantageous circumstance. Could I indeed raise 
£1000 upon the credit of the work, I should incline to 
game, as Sir Joshua says, because it may produce double 
the money, though Steevens kindly tells me that I have 
over printed, and that the curiosity about Johnson is 
now only in our own circle. In my present state of 
spirits I am all timidity. I have now desired to have 
but one compositor. Indeed I go sluggishly and com- 
fortlessly about my book. As I pass your door I cast 
many a longing look." These confidences are touching 
enough, and must have enlisted sympathy. 

He then thought of a lottery venture, and invested 
seventeen guineas in a share ; it, however, came out a 
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blank. In his despair he wrote : " Oh, could I but get 
a few thousands, what a difference it would make upon 
the state of my mind, which is harassed by thinking of 
my debts. . . ." He could see no issue, nor could he 
make up his mind what course to take as to the magnum 
opus. 

In April he was writing to Temple, that he was 
almost in sight of land. He was correcting the last 
sheet* "I really hope to publish it on the 25th 
current ; " but in this he was too sanguine. " I am at 
present in such bad spirits that I have fear concerning 
it — that I may get no profit, nay, may lose — that the 
public may be disappointed, and think that I have done 
it poorly — that I may make many enemies, and even 
have quarrels. But, perhaps, the very reverse of all 
may happen." It is curious to read this modest, doubt- 
ful" speculation, "But perhaps the reverse of all this 
may happen" He frankly told Temple that he and 
other friends must not expect to receive presents of 
copies, as in the case of the " Tour," it being a so much 
larger and more expensive work. But he was now as 
elated as he had been before depressed. " I really think 
it will be the most entertaining collection that has 
appeared in this age. When it is fairly launched, I 
mean to stick close to Westminster Hall." 

He was also perplexed by the typographical diffi- 
culties, arising from the fact that he actually was 
writing the work as it was being printed. This led to 
the second volume being considerably larger than the 
first. "Nothing short of divination can equalize the 
volumes in such a case, or else there must be a sacrifice 
of important matter — which, for the author, would be 
like parting with his heart's blood." However, "the 
Councillor " (Malone) had devised an ingenious way to 
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thicken the first volume by prefixing the index. In- 
genious as this was, it was but a clumsy device, as any 
one can see by looking at the volumes. It may be 
added that the book was badly printed, and worse 
"read." It is full of mistakes, omissions of words and 
letters, owing, no doubt, to the hurried fashion in which 
the author revised all his proofs. Even the title-page 
exercised him a good deal, and it was long before he 
could perfectly satisfy himself.* 

In the agreeable letters, first published by Mr. 
Croker, we read the whole story of his progress, his 
hopes and wretched fears, his uncertainty as to what 
course he should take — whether " to game," as he called 
it, with his book, or dispose of it. " You cannot imagine 
what labour, what perplexity, what vexation I have 
endured in arranging a prodigious multiplicity of 
materials, in supplying omissions, in searching for 
papers, buried in different masses, and all this besides 
the exertion of composing and polishing. Many a time 
have I thought of giving it up" He little thought when 

* He had at first intended it to be very short and summary : — 
" It appears to me that mentioning his studies, works, conversa- 
tions, and letters, is not sufficient ; and I would suggest, * compre- 
hending an account, in chronological order, of his studies, works, 
friendships, acquaintances, and other particulars ; his conversation 
with eminent men ; a series of his letters to various persons ; also 
several original pieces of his compositions never before published. 
The 4 whole, etc.' You will probably be able to assist me in express- 
ing my idea and arranging the parts. In the advertisement I 
intend to mention the letter to Lord Chesterfield, and perhaps the 
interview with the King, and the names of the correspondents, in 
alphabetical order. ... Do you know that my bad spirits are re- 
turned upon me to a certain degree ; and such is the sickly fond- 
ness for change of place, and imagination of relief, that I sometimes 
think you are happier by being in Dublin, than one is in this great 
metropolis, where hardly any man cares for another. I am per- 
suaded I should relish your Irish dinners very much. I have at 
length got chambers in the Temple, in the very staircase where 
Johnson lived." 
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he penned this careless sentence, how much really de* 
pended on it. But we may doubt if he could ever 
have brought himself to abandon his scheme. " It will 
certainly be to the world a very valuable and peculiar 
Volume of biography, full of literary and characteristical 
anecdotes, told with authenticity, and in a lively manner. 
Would that it were in the booksellers' shops ! " 

On the 8th of February, 1790, he had written: "I 
am within a short walk of Mr. Malone, who revises my 
'Life of Johnson' with me. We have not yet gone 
over quite a half of it, but it is at last fairly in the press. 
I intended to have printed it upon what is called an 
English letter, which would have made it look better. 
I have therefore taken a smaller type, called Pica, and 
even upon that I am afraid its bulk will be very 
large." 

In excellent terms with himself, and rejoicing in his 
literary aptitude, he thus addresses Mr. Temple on the 
13 th of February: "I dine in a different company almost 
every day, at least scarcely ever twice running in the 
same company, so that I have fresh accessions of ideas. 
I drink with Lord Lonsdale one day ; the next I am 
quiet in Malone's elegant study revising my 'Life of 
Johnson/ of which I have high expectations, both as to 
fame and profit. I surely have the art of writing agree- 
ably. The Lord Chancellor told me he had read every 
word of my Hebridean Journal ; he could not help it." 

On the 4th December we find him writing : " The 
magnum opus advances. . * ♦ The additions which 
I have received are a Spanish quotation from Mr. 
Cambridge, an account of Johnson at Warley Camp 
from Mr. Langton, and Johnson's letters to Mr. Hastings 
— three in all, — one of them long and admirable ; but 
what sets the diamonds in pure gold of Ophir is a letter 
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from Mr. Hastings to me, illustrating them and their 
writer. I had this day the honour of a long visit 
from the late Governor-General of India. There is to 
be no more impeachment* But you will see his character 
nobly vindicated, depend upon this." 

By December he had revised to page 216. At 
one of the club dinners he sat next young Burke, who 
talked of his great father. "I mentioned Johnson, 
to sound" says Boswell, thinking of his book; "he 
made none." Edmund Burke he met soon after, when 
" I at him again : " he heard much which pleased, and 
" took care to write down soon after." 

A few weeks before the publication we find revived 
the Mr. Dempster of the old days, who had so scandalized 
the doctor at one of the early meetings. To him poor 
Boswell writes out of his heart, and his letter is a good 
specimen of the simple confidence, of the little devices of 
affection, dejection, and buoyant spirits which worked 
in his breast. " We must not entirely lose sight of one 
another," he wrote; "two such old friends, who have 
always lived pleasantly together, though of principles 
directly opposite. I was happy that your accepting one 
of Mr. Pulteney's seats proved a false rumour, for it 
would have been a sad degradation. I some time ago re- 
signed my Recordership of Carlisle. I perceived that no 
advantage would accrue from it. The melancholy event 
of losing my valuable wife will, I fear, never allow me 
real comfort. You cannot imagine how it hangs upon 
my spirits ; yet I can talk, and write, and, in short, 
force myself to a wonderful degree. ... I am sadly 
straightened in my accounts. I can but exist as to 
expense; but they are so good to one here, that I have 
a full share in the metropolitan advantages. My 
magnum opus, in two volumes quarto, is to be published 
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on Monday, 16th May. I really think it will be the 
most entertaining collection that has appeared in this 
reign. When it is fairly launched I mean to stick 
close to Westminster Hall, and it will be truly kind if 
you recommend me appeals, or things of that sort." 



m 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



1791. 



In the year 1791, on the eve of the publication of his 
great work, Mr. Boswell found it essential to let the 
public have an authentic account of its author, and 
accordingly prepared for the European Magazine a 
minute account of his own life, which it is difficult 
to read without a smile. He tells all the world 
about himself, his education, the general pleasure he 
imparted to all, the favour with which he was ever 
received, and in the most amusing fashion. One 
distinction should be noted in the difficult matter of 
appraising BoswelTs character : where he speaks of his 
great subject, there he is usually grave and impartial, 
moving, as it were, in fetters ; where he has to speak of 
himself and give himself due credit, his nature naively 
breaks out, or in, and carries him away. Who would 
not recognize "Jamie Boswell" in this passage: "In 
giving an account of this gentleman there is little 
occasion to make private enquiries, as, from a certain 
peculiarly frank, open, and unostentatious disposition 
which he avows, his history, like that of the old 
Seigneur Michel de Montaigne, is to be traced in his 
writings " ? 
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The appearance of this extraordinary book produced 
quite a sensation. Nothing like it had hitherto been 
known, for the common official " life," in two volumes 
quarto, to which the public was well accustomed, was 
usually a dry ponderous record, after the pattern of 
historical memoirs, without the vivacity supplied by con- 
versations, or description of dramatic scenes, dinner 
parties, routs, and travelling excursions ; all of which 
were considered to be beneath the dignity of the subject. 
BoswelTs first performance, the "Tour," was merely the 
description of an episode, and an accurate report of 
conversations, etc., and in form was not exactly 
biographical.* 

There is a curiously prophetic passage in the pre- 
face to the account of Corsica. " For my part," he says, 
"I should be proud to be known as an author: and 
I have an ardent ambition for literary fame, for of all 
possessions I should imagine literary fame to be the 
most valuable. A man who has been able to furnish 
a book which has been approved by the world, has 
established himself as a respectable character in distant 
society, without any danger of that character being 
lessened by the observation of his weaknesses. . . . The 
author of an approved book may allow his natural 
disposition an easy play, and yet indulge the pride of 
superior genius when he considers that by those who 

* It would be interesting to ascertain the exact day on which 
this famous work appeared. His preface is dated April 20th. He 
" hoped " to publish on the 25th. But when he fixed this date, 
which was on the 6th, he had some corrections to make. Then 
there was the binding to be done. It seems likely therefore that 
it appeared on May 16th. Seventeen hundred copies were printed, 
of which twelve hundred were sold within three months. The 
edition was exhausted before the end of the year. When, however, 
we consider the expense he was at for corrections, engravings, 
cancels, etc., it may be doubted if this edition brought him the 
anticipated thousand guineas. 
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know him only as an author he never ceases to be re- 
spected. Such an author, when in his hours of gloom 
and discontent, may have the consolation to think that 
his writings are at that very time giving pleasure to 
numbers ; and such an author may cherish the hope of 
being remembered after death." 

His address, or "advertisement," to the public is 
interesting, and as genuine as it is interesting. There 
is a true ring in its acknowledgments, and an affec- 
tionate tone in the gratitude expressed to friends, as 
well as in his laments for their loss.* 

* In speaking of his own share, too, there is a sober sadness : 
" I at last deliver to the world a work which I have long promised, 
and of which, I am afraid, too high expectations have been raised. 
The delay of its publication must be imputed, in a considerable 
degree, to the extraordinary zeal which has been shown by dis- 
tinguished persons in all quarters to supply me with additional 
information concerning its illustrious subject ; resembling in this 
the grateful tribes of ancient nations, of which every individual 
was eager to throw a stone upon the grave of a departed hero, and 
thus to share in the pious office of erecting an honourable monument 
to his memory. 

" The labour and anxious attention with which I have collected 
and arranged the materials of which these volumes are composed, 
will hardly be conceived by those who read them with careless 
facility. The stretch of mind and prompt assiduity by which so 
many conversations were preserved, I myself, at some distance of 
time, contemplate with wonder ; and I must be allowed to suggest, 
that the nature of the work, in other respects, as it consists of 
innumerable detached particulars, all which, even the most minute, 
I have spared no pains to ascertain with a scrupulous authenticity, 
has occasioned a degree of trouble far beyond that of any other 
species of composition. Were I to detail the books which I have 
consulted, and the inquiries which I have fonnd it necessary to 
make by various channels, I should probably be thought ridiculously 
ostentatious. Let me only observe, as a specimen of my trouble, 
that I have sometimes been obliged to run half over London, in 
order to fix a date correctly : which, when I had accomplished, I 
well knew would obtain me no praise, though a failure would have 
been to my discredit. And after all, perhaps, hard as it may be, 
I shall not be surprised if omissions or mistakes be pointed out with 
invidious severity. I have also been extremely careful as to the 
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This great book, it would be vain to praise : it is 
more and more appreciated every year. It is curious, 
however, that, not until some fifty years had passed 
over, was it accepted seriously as a really great book : it 
being hitherto considered merely a work of entertain- 
ment Mr. Croker, with Macaulay and Carlyle, did 
much to settle its place. Lord Macaulay's essay is 
somewhat " patronizing " and a good deal contemptuous : 
and this tone we now feel to be out of place ; but it was 
not out of keeping with the limited knowledge of 
Boswell, and comparative indifference to his work, that 
then obtained. It is impossible, too, to resist the 
impression that Macaulay relished the subject because 
it was adapted to his brilliant and, as it now seems, 
rather theatrical style. Mr. Carlyle's essay, though it 
seems to plead too much for Boswell, making too ample 

exactness of my quotations ; holding that there is a respect due to 
the public, which should oblige every author to attend to this, and 
never to presume to introduce them with, * I think I have read/ 
or * If I remember right, 9 when the originals may be examined. 

" I beg leave to express my warmest thanks to those who have 
been pleased to favour me with communications and advice in the 
conduct of my work. But I cannot sufficiently acknowledge my 
obligations to my friend Mr. Malone, who was so good as to allow 
me to read to him almost the whole of my manuscript, and made 
such remarks as were greatly for the advantage of the work; 
though it is but fair to him to mention, that upon many 
occasions I differed from him, and followed my own judgment. I 
regret exceedingly that I was deprived of the benefit of his 
revision, when not more than one half of the book had passed 
through the press. 

" Such a sanction to my faculty of giving a just representation 
of Dr. Johnson I could not conceal. Nor will I suppress my 
satisfaction in the consciousness, that by recording so considerable 
a portion of the wisdom and wit of * the brightest ornament of the 
eighteenth century,' I have largely provided for the instruction and 
entertainment of mankind. 

" J. Boswell. 

"London, April 20, 1791." 
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acknowledgment of his foolishness,* is a far more 
robust and exact appreciation of BoswelTs character 
than Macaulay's. 

Too much cannot be said of BoswelTs style. We 
may well wonder where he obtained this happy, 
judicious power of narrative, so limpid and unaffected, 
and without the least literary realism, or attempt at 
colouring and " word painting. " His phrases and words 
are admirably chosen, clear and direct, without the 
least pretence. In particular passages, there is dramatic 
grouping of the highest kind. I have alluded, however, 
to the curious blending of two currents of narrative : 
one of which is historical, in which the author describes 
what he has obtained at " second hand ; " the other 
dramatic, in which he describes present impressions and 

* His main argument for BoswelTs subservience to Johnson 
always appears rather a weak one. He urged that if Boswell were 
as sycophantic as he was popularly thought to be, he would have 
selected some conspicuous personage, high in politics or in the State, 
and not an old "dominie." From such he would have obtained more 
profit for his devotion. But Boswell was sagacious enough to see 
that he had chosen exactly the sort of idol that would furnish him 
with what he sought — on the assumption, that is, that he had 
interested views of the kind. As it was, he tried to attach himself 
to patrons of another kind, but without happy result. The 
intimacy brought him both present and posthumous fame. It is, 
of course, with diffidence that I venture this objection, for I think 
with pleasure of the talk I had with this great man on the subject, 
not very long before his death, and when he good-humouredly 
allowed me to try my 'prentice hand on a bust of him. And here, too, 
I feel some pride in inserting the dedication of my edition of that 
life : " Dear Mr. Carlyle, you were kind enough to encourage me 
to undertake the task of restoring the text of Mr. Boswell's great 
biography, and, in addition, have allowed me to inscribe the work 
now completed to you. That my humble labours will be found 
worthy of such encouragement, I will not venture to affirm ; but 
it, at least, has been directed by a reverential feeling ; and, above 
all, is conceived in the spirit of that admirable view of Boswell's 
work and character, which you gave to the world many years 
ago." 
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the incidents in which he himself took part. These 
styles do not harmonize artistically. That Boswell was 
in some sense conscious of this, is shown by his styling 
the Hebridean expedition €i A Journal of a Tour : " which 
it was in the strictest sense, being written down from day 
to day — excepting the last few pages. This alone might 
have been a warning to Mr. Croker against the blunder 
of incorporating it into the " Life." 

It would be difficult to give an idea of the dramatic 
art shown in his various sketches and touchings, without 
quoting to an inordinate length. One specimen will 
suffice — the scene in which Johnson, as the whole com- 
pany gathered round, declared of a certain lady : "The 
woman had a bottom of good sense." " The word bottom 
thus introduced was so ludicrous when contrasted with 
his gravity, that most of us could not forbear tittering 
and laughing; though I recollect that the Bishop of 
Killaloe kept his countenance with perfect steadiness, 
while Miss Hannah More slily hid her face behind a 
lady's back who sat on the same settee with her. His 
pride could not bear that any expression of his should 
excite ridicule, when he did not intend it : he therefore 
resolved to assume and exercise despotic power, glanced 
sternly around, and called out in a strong tone, c Where's 
the merriment ? ' Then collecting himself, and looking 
awful, to make us feel how he could impose restraint, 
and as it were searching his mind for a still more 
ludicrous word, he slowly pronounced, 'I say the 
woman was fundamentally sensible ;' as if he had said, 
Hear this now, and laugh if you dare. We all sat com- 
posed as at a funeral." The " glosses " here given by 
the author — his reading and interpretation of the turns 
in Johnson's mind — are truly admirable. This is part 
of BoswelTs artistic system, and in his analysis of 
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mental changes, as well as in the comqaand of suitable 
expressions, he seems unrivalled.* 

The noise or fuss which the author had made over 
his work attracted attention and expectation ; even at 
Court there was some curiosity as to his proceedings. 
The Queen made inquiries of the lady-in-waiting. 
" Miss Burney, have you heard that Bos well is going to. 
publish a life of your friend Dr. Johnson ? " 

" No, ma'am." 

" I tell you as I heard. I don't know for the truth 
of it, and I can't tell what he will do. He is so extra- 
ordinary a man, that perhaps he will devise something 
extraordinary." 

When the book appeared, his Majesty — "told me 
once, laughing heartily, that, having seen my name in 
the Index, he was eager to come to what was said of 
me : but when he found so little, he was surprised and 
disappointed. I ventured to assure him how much I 
had myself been rejoiced at this circumstance, and with 
what satisfaction I had reflected upon having very 
seldom met Mr. Boswell, as I knew there was no other 
security against all manner of risks in his relations/' 

* There is a most perplexing passage in the " Life " which it is 
almost impossible to make clear. A discussion arose at Dilly's on 
toleration, when " a gentleman " asked whether preaching against 
the Trinity, for instance, might be allowed. Johnson said, "I 
wonder how a gentleman of your piety can introduce such a subject 
in a mixed society." The gentleman, who was certainly Langton, 
said deferentially that he only wished to hear Johnson on the 
subject. A short time after, we find that he had taken serious 
offence, and left town in dudgeon without seeing Johnson — nay, 
refused to be reconciled for a long time. It appears, however, that 
he walked to the club with Johnson, and had him to dine a day 
or two later! If this account be accurate, it is impossible that 
this can be the correct order of events : as the dinner must have 
condoned the offence. So I am inclined to believe that Boswell 
may have " mixed up " his notes on this occasion. 

vol. n. * 



130 LIFE OF JAMES BOSWELL. 

His Majesty often talked it over with her. " The 
King, who was now also reading the work, applied to 
me for explanations without end Every night, at this 
period, he entered the Queen's dressing-room and delayed 
her Majesty's proceedings by a length of discourse with 
me upon the subject. . . . The Queen frequently con- 
descended to read over passages and anecdotes which 
perplexed or offended her. Little did I think it would 
ever fall to my lot to vindicate him to his King and 
Queen." She also adds, " These occasional sallies of 
Dr. Johnson, all related verbatim by Mr. Boswell, are 
filling all sorts of readers with amaze, except the small 
party to whom Dr. Johnson was known, and who, by 
acquaintance with the power of the moment over his 
unguarded conversations, know how little of his solid 
opinions was to be gathered from his accidental asser- 
tions." No doubt this lively lady had thought over his 
Majesty's suggestion that she had jnot figured in the 
narrative as she ought: which seems unreasonable, as 
she had met Boswell's applications for aid in a very 
repelling manner.* 

* In his "Tour" Boswell hints mysteriously at the king's 
approval of his calling the Pretender " Prince." " 1 know," he 
says, " and exult in having it in my power to tell that the only 
person in the world, etc., thinks as I do." It seems he actually 
talked with his Majesty on the subject, as Dr. Lort repeats 
the story (in Nichols's " Illustrations," vol. vii.). He -writes: 
" Boswell's book, I suppose, will be out in the winter. The king, 
at his Levee, talked to him, as was natural, on this subject. 
Boswell told his Majesty that he had another work on the anvil — 
a ' History of the Rebellion in 1745 ; ' but that he was at a loss 
how to style the principal person who figured in it. * How would 
you style him, Mr. Boswell ? ' 'I was thinking, sire, of calling 
him the grandson of the unfortunate James the Second.' * That 
I have no objection to ; my title to the crown stands on firmer 
ground — on an Act of Parliament.' This is said to be the sub- 
stance of a conversation which passed at the Levee. I wish I was 
certain of the exact words." It must have been a sore trial to 
Boswell to have to suppress the details of this conversation, which 
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About a year after the appearance of the work, Miss 
Burney met the author at a breakfast party given by 
Miss Dickenson, and where the " guests were Mr. 
Langton, Mr. Foote, Mr. Dickenson, jun., a cousin, and 
a very agreeable and pleasing man ; Lady Herries, Miss 
Dickenson, another cousin, and Mr. Boswell. 

" He entertained us all as if hired for that purpose, 
telling stories of Dr. Johnson, and acting them with 
incessant buffoonery. I told him frankly that, if he 
turned him into ridicule by caricature, I should fly the 
premises : he assured me he would not, and indeed his 
imitations, though comic to excess, were so far from 
caricature that he omitted a thousand gesticulations 
which I distinctly remember. . 

" Mr. Langton told some stories himself in imitation 
of Dr. Johnson ; but they became him less than Mr. 
Boswell, and only reminded me of what Dr. Johnson 
himself once said to me — ' Every man has, some time 
in his life, an ambition to be a wag.' " 

As was to be expected in the case of so novel and 
interesting a work, the newspapers unceremoniously 
helped themselves to the most striking passages and 
"tit-bits," serving up large extracts for the benefit of 
their readers. The author did not relish this free and 
easy appropriation of his labours, and at once took 
legal measures to stop this system of piracy. He was, 
however, not inclined to be severe, and readily accepted 
their excuses on promise of future amendment, and in 
July, 1791, he drew up a form of apology which 
answered very well as an advertisement, and which he 
required to be inserted in the newspapers.* 

may have occurred when he presented the address of his tenants 
(see ante, p. 16). 

* " From a desire to furnish interesting entertainment to onr 
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With his vast amount of accumulated material, the 
thought of one danger always made him nervously 
apprehensive. During the long process of preparation 
he knew that other pens were working diligently, 
inquiring, gathering up anecdotes and stories of the 
great man, which publications would forestall much of 
the interest of his own work. Mrs. Piozzi was the most 
dreaded of these "interlopers," and she had already issued 
her little volume of piquant anecdotes, and two sub- 
stantial volumes of letters. The latter was the more 
serious interference. These works had now appeared, 
and offered a substantial contribution to Johnsonian bio- 
graphy. In them, too, there were many anticipations of 
curious facts which Boswell had set apart for his own 
use. 

Of all BoswelTs contemporaries, Mr. Walpole, per- 

readers, we inserted Dr. Johnson's conversation with His Majesty, 
and his celebrated letter to Lord Chesterfield, which we extracted 
from Mr. Boswell's ' Life of Johnson.' We had not the smallest 
apprehension that we were invading literary property, which we 
hold sacred. Bat it seems these two valuable articles were entered 
at Stationer's Hall as separate publications, which were advertized 
in some of the newspapers ; bat the advertisement escaped us. 
We are very sorry for the mistake ; but Mr. Boswell is too candid 
to take any advantage, and upon our assuring him of the fact, has 
declared he will not prosecute." Considering Boswell's jealous 
guard over his copyrights, it is difficult to understand how he 
could have tolerated such audacious piracies as the following: 
"The Life of Dr. Samuel Johnson, carefully abridged from Mr. 
Boswell's larger work, by F. Thomas, fine front, entitled Br. John- 
son's politeness to Madame Boufflers, by Isaac Cruikshank.' 9 This was 
issued in 1793, some two years after the appearance of the " Life."" 
In the same year also appeared " The Witticisms, Anecdotes, Jests, 
<fe Sayings of, during the whole course of his Life, with a full 
account of Dr. Johnson's Conversation with the King, to which is 
added a great number of Jests, in which the most distinguished 
Wits of the present Century have a part, by J. Merry, front, by 
Cruikshank {The Elder) Representing Mrs. Tlvrale's Breakfast Table- 
with portraits." Here, it will be noted, was reproduced the cherished 
" conversation with the King." 



J . _ . « ^ji i.* »««^-^ ^gpgp^p^^^mwpi 



she "LIFE" PUBLISHED. 133 

Kaps, showed the greatest contempt for his character and 
general follies. He seemed almost to detest him. This 
shows rather a narrow-minded view, and was really 
taking Mr. Boswell too seriously. Johnson, too, he 
equally disliked. This openly expressed feeling had no 
effect on the insensible author. When Johnson was 
busy with his "Lives of the Poets," Mr. Boswell 
officiously intruded himself on "Walpole to beg for some 
anecdotes of Mr. Gray. " I said," — Walpole is describing 
the scene, — " very coldly, that I had given what I knew 
to Mr. Mason. Boswell hummed and hawed, and then 
dropped, 'I suppose you know Dr. Johnson does not 
admire Mr. Gray?' Putting as much contempt as I 
could into my look and tone, I said, 'Dr. Johnson don't! 
— Humph!' and with that monosyllable ended our 
interview." 

On another occasion the great letter- writer's dislike 
was shown in even more amusing fashion. "T'other 
night," he says, — it was in the June of 1785, — "I was 
sitting with Mrs. Vesey ; there was very little light ; 
when there arrived Sir Joshua Eeynolds and a person 
whom I took for Mr. Boswell. I sewed up my mouth, 
and, though he addressed me two or three times, I 
answered nothing but yes or no. Just as he was going 
away I found out that it was Mr. Richard Burke, and 
•endeavoured to repair my causticity." " Sewed up my 
mouth " is good. 

When the great book appeared he wrote : " I never 
would be in the least acquainted with Johnson, or, as 
Boswell calls it, I had not a just value for him ; which 
his biographer imputes to my resentment at the doctor's 
putting bad arguments, purposely, out of Jacobitism, in 
speeches which he wrote fifty years ago for my father in 
the Gentleman's Magazine, which I did not read then, or 
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ever knew Johnson wrote, till he died, nor have looked 
at since. " 

" If Johnson's opponents were weak, he told them they 
were fools ; if they vanquished him, he was scurrilous ; 
to nobody more than to Boswell himself, who was con- 
temptible for flattering him so grossly, and for enduring 
the coarse things he was continually vomiting on Bos- 
well's own country. BoswelTs book is gossiping; but 
having a number of proper names, would be more 
readable, at least by me, if it were reduced from two 
volumes to one, but there are woeful longueurs both 
about his hero and himself, the fdus achates about whom 
one has not the smallest curiosity." 

When he was applied to, to subscribe for Johnson's 
monument, " an ambling letter," as he called it, " was 
left, signed by Burke, Sir Joshua, and Boswell. This he 
treated as an impertinence, for they must have known 
his opinion : " I would not deign to write an answer, but 
sent down word, by my footman, as I would have done 
to parish officers, with a brief answer that I would not 
subscribe." This seems rather petty. The incident is 
significant as showing what Boswell must have exposed 
himself to. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

CRITICISMS AND CONTROVERSIES. 

The enormous number of persons, living and dead, 
who were introduced, the allusions to facts that many 
remembered or were familiar with, naturally gave rise to 
protests and rectifications, which brought much embar- 
rassment to the writer. The wonder is that among so 
many dangerous pitfalls he escaped so well, and this 
shows how carefully and surely he had steered his 
way. On the whole, he got off very well, though not 
without a share of virulent controversy. 

Now was to set in the reign of controversies, attacks 
and recriminations. His first trouble came from his old 
ally, Miss Anna Seward, the literary spinster of Lich- 
field. This lady, as we have seen, was but little pleased 
with the "Tour." When writing the "Life" he had 
asked her assistance, and she had supplied him with 
contributions, which, as may be imagined by those fami- 
liar with her style, proved to be of no value. As soon 
as she had read the volumes, the lady began the attack, 
in an indignant protest addressed to the Gentleman's 
Magazine. 

"I have very recently seen a pamphlet entitled 
' The Principal Corrections, etc/ It surprised me to find 
my name very impolitely introduced in the first page. 
When Mr. Boswell was collecting materials for his work, 
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he desired me to give him all the assistance in my power. 
I made every effort to oblige him, and, though the anec- 
dotes he had from me were not numerous, yet I covered 
several sheets of paper on the subject for his use." She 
then goes on to repeat and justify her statement as to 
the " Sprig of Myrtle " which her mother had told her 
was addressed to Miss Porter. Johnson, she said, might 
not strain at a little fiction, "and this," adds the bitter 
and inflamed spinster, " was a very slight untruth com- 
pared with the unquestionably conscious falsehood of 
some other assertions of his." 

Our author was not slow to reply; indeed, was 
eager for the contest. Her work, he said, contained 
more of " fine writing," and " elegant reflections " than 
those hard facts which would be useful to a Biographer. 
Such would seem to have been the character of many 
" sheets of Johnsonian narrative " furnished him. There 
were two notable incidents on which she had descanted, 
namely, the story of the "Verses on a Duck," which 
Johnson was reported to have written at three years old, 
as well as the incidents connected with some lines on 
" A Sprig of Myrtle." 

"This anecdote of the duck, though disproved by 
internal and external evidence, has, nevertheless, upon 
supposition of its truth, been made the foundation for 
the following ingenious and fanciful reflections of Miss 
Seward, amongst the communications concerning Dr. 
Johnson with which she has been pleased to favour 
me. . . . This is so beautifully imagined, that I would 
not suppress it. But, like many other theories, it is 
deduced from a supposed fact which is, indeed, a 
fiction." 

How Boswellian is this ! Her facts prove to be 
•unreal, but her reflections on the false facts are " beau- 
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tifully imagined." . It was scarcely surprising that the 
lady was hurt at so grotesque a shape of compliment. 
As to the " Sprig of Myrtle" verses, in his first edition 
he had said, "I am assured by Miss Seward that he 
conceived a tender passion for Miss Lucy Porter, daugh- 
ter of the lady whom he afterwards married. . . . And 
he addressed to her the following verses on her present- 
ing him with a nosegay of myrtle. ,, 

Boswell was the more pleased with this story, as it 
enabled him to deal contemptuously with Mrs. Piozzi, 
who had reported the anecdote in another shape. 
"Mrs. Piozzi, in her anecdotes, asserts that Johnson 
wrote this effusion of elegant tenderness not in his own 
person but for a friend, who was in love. But the 
lively lady is as inaccurate in this instance as in many 
others, for Miss Seward writes to me," etc. 

It may be conceived what was Mr. Boswell's dis- 
gust in finding that he had been altogether misled by 
Miss Seward, and that Mrs. Piozzi, whom he had 
attacked so wantonly, was correct ! He had received 
a communication from a gentleman for whom the verses 
were actually written. Could anything be so morti- 
fying! But he did what was his duty manfully and 
conscientiously. 

In his quarto supplement of " Corrections and Addi- 
tions," which he issued before publishing the second 
edition, he struck out the passage about Miss Porter. 
" Instead of, ' and I am assured/ etc., to the end of the 
paragraph, read, 'but with what felicity he could 
warble the amorous lay will appear from the following 
lines which he wrote for his friend, Mr. Hector/ " Then 
he makes the amende to Mrs. Piozzi. "In my first 
edition I was induced to doubt the authenticity of her 
account, by the following circumstantial statement in 
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a letter to me from Miss Seward, of Lichfield: 'I 
knoiv, etc/ 

" Such was Miss Seward's statement, which I make 
no doubt she supposed to be correct; but it shows 
how dangerous it is to trust too implicitly to traditional 
testimony and ingenious inference ; for Mr, Hector has 
lately assured me that Mrs. Piozzi's account is, in this 
instance, accurate, and that he was the person for whom 
Johnson wrote these verses, which have been erroneoujy 
ascribed to Mr. Hammond. I am obliged, in so many 
instances, to notice Mrs. Piozzi's incorrectness in rela- 
tion, that I gladly seize this opportunity of acknowledg- 
ing that, however often, she is not always, inaccurate." 
This last venomous stroke is admirable. 

Now began the entertainment. Miss Seward, stung 
by this treatment, and inexpressibly mortified, wrote 
some letters to the Gentleman's Magazine, abusing 
Johnson and the "too invidious comments" of his 
biographer. Before she had seen his supplementary 
notes her friends had expressed their indignation "at 
what they termed the ungrateful rudeness with which 
I was treated on his first page." As to the verses, she 
simply " declined to resign her conviction." She added 
in plain terms, that Johnson bad asserted such false- 
hoods as that " Buchanan was the only man of genius 
Scotland had produced," and that her facts were for the 
most part well known in Lichfield. Boswell replied in 
his happiest style : 

"Miss Anne Seward, in a letter in your last 
Magazine, seems to apprehend that I have not treated 
her well in the first page of what she denominates a 
pamphlet. . . , As I should be sorry to be thought thus 
deficient in politeness, much more in justice, to any 
person, but particularly to a fair lady, I think it 
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necessary to answer a charge thus hastily brought 
against me. 

"This lady, as she herself has stated, did indeed 
cover several sheets of paper with the few anecdotes 
concerning Dr. Johnson, which she did me the honour 
to communicate to me. They were not only poeti- 
cally luxuriant, but I could easily perceive were tinc- 
tured with a very strong prejudice against the person 
to whom they related. It, therefore, became me to 
examine them with much caution. One of them, the 
idle and improbable story of his making verses on a 
duck when he was but three years old, which good Mrs. 
Lucy Porter, among others, had credulously related, he 
himself had enabled me unquestionably to refute ; not- 
withstanding which, Miss Seward adheres to her original 
tale, and, in the letter now under consideration, still 
refers to them as his composition. Another story which 
she sent me was a very extraordinary fact, said to have 
been mentioned in a conversation between bis mother 
and him on the subject of his marrying Mrs. Porter, 
which appeared to me so strange as to require confirma- 
tion. Miss Seward having quoted as her authority for 
it a respectable lady of Lichfield, I wrote to that lady, 
without mentioning the name of the person from whom 
the report was derived, inquiring fully into the authen- 
ticity of it. The lady informed me she had never 
heard of the fact alluded to. If my book was to be 
a real history, and not a novel, it was necessary to 
suppress all erroneous particulars, however entertaining. 
I was, therefore, obliged to reduce into a very narrow 
compass indeed, what Miss Seward's fluent pen had 
expanded over many sheets. The account, however, 
which she gave, in contradiction to that of Mrs. Piozzi, 
of the circumstances attending Johnson's writing his 
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beautiful 'Verses to a Lady on receiving from her a 
Sprig of Myrtle/ seemed so plausible that I with con- 
fidence inserted it in the first edition of my book, nor 
had I any doubt of it till Mr. Hector spontaneously 
assured me, by letter, that the fact was as Mrs. Piozzi 
had represented it. 

"Miss Seward says, that 'I ought in justice, as 
well as common politeness, since I mentioned her 
testimony, to have stated the reasons she gave for 
that different evidence/ Now, Sir, this I have done. 
In the first edition these reasons are fully stated. It 
was not necessary that the Corrections and Additions — 
which are not, as she imagines, a distinct pamphlet, 
but supplemental to that edition, and to be taken along 
with it — should contain a repetition of the grounds of 
her testimony. It was enough that a refutation of them 
was there exhibited. But in the second edition itself, 
after stating these grounds in her own words, i" let my 
fair antagonist down as softly as might be — thus : " (He 
then quotes the passage). 

"Miss Seward surely had no occasion to say one 
word to guard against her being suspected of ' averring 
a conscious falsehood.' No such suspicion was ever 
insinuated. Undoubtedly it was indifferent to her 
whether Dr. Johnson's verses were addressed to Lucy 
Porter or written for Mr. Hector ; therefore when she 
made her statement of the case she had no motive of 
vanity or interest. Now it may, perhaps, not be indif- 
ferent, because she seems exceedingly zealous that her 
statement should be thought right. But there is no 
cpiestion either as to conscious falsehood or conscious 
truth ; it is merely a matter of argument upon evidence, 
and, I think, a very plain one. I hope, then, Mr. 
Urban, this fair lady will be convinced that I have 
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neither been unpolite nor unjust to her. But from the 
veneration and affection which I entertain for the 
character of my illustrious friend, I cannot be satisfied 
without expressing my indignation at the malevolence 
with which she has presumed to attack that great and 
good man/ 

" So far from having any hostile disposition towards 
this lady, I have, in my ' Life of Dr. Johnson/ spoken 
of her in as handsome terms as I could ; I have quoted § 
a compliment paid by him to one of her political pieces ; 
and I have withheld his opinion of herself, thinking 
that she might not like it. 1 am afraid it has reached 
her by some other means ; and thus we may account 
for various attacks by her on her venerable townsman 
since his decease, even in your Magazine, where I have 
been sorry to see them, — some avowed, and with her 
own name, and others, as I believe, in various forms and 
under several signatures. What are we to think of the 
scraps of letters between her and Mr. Hayley, impotently 
endeavouring to undermine the noble pedestal on which 
the public opinion has placed Dr. Johnson ? But it is 
unnecessary to take up any part of your valuable mis- 
cellany in expressing the little arts which have been 
employed by a cabal of minor poets and poetesses, who 
are sadly mortified that Dr. Johnson, by his powerful 
sentence, assigns their proper station to writers of this 
description." This is trenchant enough : but touch any 
of the good-humoured BoswelTs writings, or his great 
friend, and he was " alive all over." 

Miss Seward again replied, making allusion to " what 
Mr. Boswell has generously recorded concerning . her 
father, at whose house he has been frequently enter- 
tained with the most friendly hospitality." 

In reply, Boswell wrote : — 
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" Great Portland Street, January 20, 1794. 

" Mr. Urban, — Having been too hastily charged in 
your Magazine, by Miss Anna Seward, with want of 
politeness and even common justice towards her, I was 
naturally anxious to vindicate myself, which I accord- 
ingly did in November last, by showing, in the most 
satisfactory manner, that I had been careful to express 
myself with due delicacy when obliged to correct an 
error into which she had been led, as to the true history 
of Dr. Johnson's writing the verses on a sprig of myrtle. 
I refer to my statement — I trust it with confidence to 
the candour of all who are capable of reasoning and 
judging of evidence. I, at the same time, could not but 
discover some indignation at the malevolence with which 
that fair lady had presumed to attack the great and 
good Dr. Johnson, whose character was altogether un- 
connected with the inconsiderable matter in question. 
Whether he wrote those beautiful verses for himself or 
for a friend, his merit as a poet must be the same. The 
investigation of their history was important only for the 
sake of truth, and in fairness to another lady, whom 
Miss Seward had induced me to contradict on grounds 
sufficiently probable, as I admitted in my additional 
note, I should have thought that there was no occasion 
for any more writing upon the subject ; but I am sorry 
to find that our poetess has made a second attack, at 
great length, and in such a temper as must be very 
uneasy to a gentle bosom. 

" Miss Seward may be assured that she is as much 
mistaken as to me as she is as to Dr. Johnson. I am not 
her foe, though I committed to the flames those sheets 
of ' Johnsonian Narrative ' with which I was favoured 
by her, among the almost innumerable communications 
which I obtained concerning the illustrious subject of my 
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great biographical work. I, however, extracted from 
those sheets all that I could possibly consider to be 
authentic. Nay, so desirous was I to give Miss Seward 
every advantage, that, after refuting the impossible 
legend of Johnson's verses on a Duck when he was but 
three years old, to which, for a woman's reason, she still 
pertinaciously adheres, I preserved the ingenious reflec- 
tions which she, supposing it to be true, had made on 
that idle tale. I am not her foe, though I cannot allow 
that the censure of Bacon by Pope, that Prince of Poets, 
who could 

* Expatiate free o'er all this scene of man,' 
is any reason why it is not presumptuous in Miss Nancy 
Seward to judge and condemn Dr. Johnson, 'the bright- 
est ornament of the eighteenth century/ as Mr. Malone 
has truly and elegantly described him. I am not her 
foe ; though instead of joining in the republican cry as 
she does, that Johnson has been unjust to Milton, I 
declare my admiration of his very liberal and just 
praise of that great Poet, who was the most odious 
character, both in public and private, of any man of 
genius that ever lived ; in public, the defender of the 
murderers of his sovereign, the blessed martyr; in private, 
the sulky tyrant over his own wretched, uneducated, 
and helpless daughters. 

" Why should I be my fair antagonist's foe ? she 
never did me any harm, nor do I apprehend that she 
ever can. She protests against entering further into a 
paper war with me. It there be such war it is all on 
one side, for it is not in my thoughts. That kind of 
conflict is not what I wish to have with ladies, and I 
really must complain that my old friend (if she will 
forgive the expression) should represent me so unlike 
myself. 



144 LIFE OF JAMES B08WELL. 

" The lady quotes at genuine a sarcasm of Doctor 
Johnson on Lord Chesterfield, in these words : ' He is a 
wit among Lords, and a Lord among wits/ which, it 
seems, she has heard repeated by numbers. Here is a 
proof of the justice of the late Mr. Fitzherbert's obser- 
vation that it is not everyone that can carry a ban mot. 
This representation of Johnson's saying is flat and un- 
meaning, indeed. What he did say is recorded at p. 238, 
vol. i. of my book, which Miss Seward handsomely, and 
I believe sincerely styles, ' interesting memoirs.' ' This 
man I thought had been a Lord among wits ; but I find 
he is only a wit among Lords/ It would, therefore, be 
better if Miss Seward would not boast of all the com- 
munications concerning Johnson, as ( conveying strong 
internal evidence of their verity from characteristic turn 
of expression ; ' nor would it be any disadvantage to her 
if she should sometimes distrust the accuracy of her 
memory (I seriously protest, I mean no more). 

" The detection of so considerable a mistake should 
make Miss Seward not so sure of having read, either in 
Dr. Johnson's works or in the records of his Biographers, 
an assertion concerning Dr. Watts, which she calls c a 
base stigma and slander, and unchristian-like ; ' and 
pours forth in her customary manner a profusion of words 
and abuse. It is not in the life of that excellent man ; 
and if Miss Seward has read it anywhere, she has read 
what was not true. That poets and poetesses also have 
too often been not of the most exemplary lives, is univer- 
sally known ; but Dr. Johnson never uttered such a 
sentence as Miss Seward imputes to him. She, indeed, 
seems doomed to perpetual error, for she mentions a 
sentence quoted by her anonymous correspondent from 
Warburton, which she, with all imaginable ease, calls 
impious ; when, in truth, that admirable sentence is not 
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quoted from "Warburton, and was not written by War- 
burton, but by a most distinguished author now alive.* 

" Miss Seward dreams that I have insinuated * envy 
and selfish prejudice against her/ in my defensive letter ; 
for this, after reading it over again and again, I cannot 
perceive the smallest foundation. She may make herself 
quite easy on that head, for I don't even suspect that 
my fair antagonist (* herself all the nine/) f envies any 
human being. Neither am I at all conscious of ' heroical 
attempts to injure a defenceless female (meaning herself), 
with which she charges me. 

" ' How canst thou, lovely Nancy, thus cruelly — ? ' 
Is it an injury to mention in civil terms that she has 
been misinformed as to a fact ? Is it an injury to repre- 
hend with generous warmth, her malevolent attacks on 
* my Guide, Philosopher, and Friend ' ? Would that she 
were o/fenceless I defenceless she is not ; as she now 
avers that she can at pleasure put on the masculine 
attire, and lay about her as a second Drawcansir, armed 
cap h pied, in the masked character of Benvolio. She 
modestly wishes that the strictures under that signature 
should be 'recurred to and considered well/ She may 
rest satisfied that they have been well and truly tried, 
and that the verdict of ineffectual ill-nature will ever 
be set aside. I wonder at her seeming to glory in such 
effusions. And now to put an end to all future disputa- 
tion on the mighty points of the Duck and the Myrtle, 
which have been the causes of this War ; 

i This tumult in a vestal's veins.' " 

Thus pleasantly does Boswell rally the fair com- 

batant. 

* Bishop Hurd. 

t " See a short dialogue, in verse, between her and Mr. Hayley, 
written by Professor Porson." 

vol. n. L 
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Miss Seward presently retorted : — 

" Oct. 14, 1793. The letter from Mr. Boswell is too 
invidious not to require some comments. In these 
Johnsonian narratives which he requested and obtained 
from me, I neither invented nor embellished anything, 
or felt or expressed resentment that he suppressed some 
of them. Very different were his acknowledgments to 
me at the time they were received. Before I had seen 
Mr. BoswelTs notes several of my friends expressed 
indignation at what they termed the ungrateful way 
in which I am introduced on the first page. Dr. John- 
son's frequently expressed contempt for Mrs. Thrale, on 
account of this want of veracity which he imputes to 
her, at least as Mr. Boswell has recorded, either convicts 
him of narrating what Johnson never said, or Johnson 
himself of insincerity. I smile at Mr. BoswelFs word 
* presume/ as if it were more presumptuous to speak of 
Dr. Johnson as he was, than of the illustrious Lord 
Bacon. . . . Those with whom I have conversed were 
too polite or too good-natured to inform me of one of 
those many things which, I doubt not, he said to my 
disadvantage. It cannot be pleasant to any person to 
know that they must go down to posterity with the 
arrows of his detraction sticking about them. It is, 
however, of many of my superiors, both in merit and 
talents, through Mr. BoswelTs rage for commemoration, 
which politeness and benevolence I once and long 
believed inherent in his mind, ought on several in- 
stances to have been restrained; when they operated 
in my favour I was obliged to him; but what he un- 
generously says on that subject entirely cancels that 
obligation, and proclaims him the foe of her whom he 
has so often called friend. Of envy and selfish pre- 
judice, insinuated against me by Mr. Boswell, I shall 
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be acquitted by all who know my disposition and the 
habits of my life." 

Before the controversy began, there had been ap- 
pearing in the magazines some rather malignant attacks 
signed " Benvolio," which Boswell charged the lady with 
writing. She wrote to the editor and acknowledged 
herself as the author: "The letters signed Benvolio 
are mine; I avowed them to almost all my friends, 
and 1 think to Mr. Boswell. The only occasion on 
which I declined to acknowledge them was in a literary 
circle in London, May, 1786, when I heard the first 
two pronounced the most equitable balance of Dr. John- 
son's good and ill qualities which had appeared. They 
were too highly spoken of to permit my owning them, 
as the company were chiefly strangers to me. Who it 
was that took the unwarrantable liberty of sending to 
your Reporters these extracts from Mr. Hayley's letters 
and mine, without the consent of their authors, I have 
to this hour no guess. They were never intended for 
the public, but made and transmitted to some friend 
for his amusement." * 

* PoTSon wrote some amusing lines upon the interchanges of 
compliments between " the Bard " and the lady. 

"Miss Seward loquitur. 

Tuneful Poet, Britain's glory, 
Mr. Hayley that is you. 

Haylet respondet. 

Ma'am, you carry all before you, 
Trust me, Lichfield Swan, you do. 

Miss Seward. 

Ode, didactic, epic, sonnet, 
Mr. Hayley you re divine. 

Mr. Hayley. 

Ma'am, I'll take my oath upon it, 
You yourself are all the Nine." 



14$ UFS OF JAMES BOSWELL, 

Another of his antagonists was Bishop Percy. Ad 
some of the speeches and retorts addressed to him by 
the sage Were of rather an offensive kind, the bishop, 
with a sagacious mistrust that he was not likely to 
figure with dignity in the chronicle, took care, in send- 
ing to Boswell a number of communications filled with 
details of Johnson's early life, to request that his name 
jnight not be mentioned in the work. But Boswell felt 
that the incidents in which Dr. Percy took part were 
among the most piquant of his collection, and refused 
to comply, declaring th^t it was a duty he owed "to 
the authenticity of his book, to its respectability, and 
to the credit of his illustrious friend, to" — and the 
reader will wonder what was the shape of this sacred 
obligation — "introduce as many names of eminent 
persons as J can." "Believe me, my lord," he goes 
on, "you are not the only Bishop in the number of 
great men with which my pages are graced I am quite 
resolute in this matter." The prelate had no redress. 
There was something, indeed, ungracious in the gusto 
with which Boswell recorded Johnson's speeches and 
sneers at the expense of his episcopal friend, as in the 
"History of the Grey Rat," and the warm discussion 
on Pennant — one of the most dramatic in the book. 
Unfortunately the bishop had been indiscreet enough 
to confide to Boswell that he " was uneasy at what had 
passed," for a person had witnessed the scene, a friend 
of the Duke of Northumberland, who would of course 
report how contemptuously the friend of Johnson had 
been treated. On this very natural speech the busy 
Boswell proceeded to work, and, as I said, exhibits his 
mind and its processes to posterity in a most original 
fashion. We can imagine the bishop's feelings as he 
read the opening words, " There was a man," he was 
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made to say, " who had recently been admitted into the 
confidence of the Northumberland family, to whom he 
hoped to appear more respectable by showing him how 
intimate he was with the great Dn Johnson, and now 
the gentleman would go away with an expression much 
to his disadvantage, as if Johnson treated him with 
disregard, which might do him an essential injury." 
On this rather sycophantic and candid confession of 
motives it is evident a warm remonstrance and even 
contradiction must have followed ; for we find in later 
editions that "the gentleman recently admitted* etc.," 
becomes merely " acquainted with the Northumberland 
family," and the "essential injury" that might follow 
is omitted. While the phrase " the great Dr. Johnson," 
which suggests the idea that Percy had been boasting 
in the country of his intimacy, was toned down to " Dn 
Johnson." 

Boswell having duly reported the bishop's complaint 
to Johnson — who remarked that "this only came of 
stratagem" — a fresh, indirect reflection on the bishop, 
the doctor proceeded to speak of Dr. Percy "in the 
handsomest terms " — or " manner," as Boswell chose to 
alter it later : " Then, Sir," said I, " may I be allowed 
to suggest a mode by which you may effectually counter- 
act any unfavourable report of what passed ? I will 
write a letter to you upon the subject of the unlucky 
contest of that day, and you will be kind enough to put 
in writing, as an answer to that letter, what you have 
now said, and as Lord Percy is to dine with us at 
General Paoli's soon, I will take an opportunity to read 
the correspondence in his lordship's presence." This 
friendly scheme was accordingly carried into execution 
without Dr. Percy's knowledge. * . . I contrived that 
Lord Percy should hear the correspondence. Ourfrientf 
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Percy was raised higher in the estimation of those by 
whom he wished most to be regarded. I breakfasted 
the day after with him, and informed him of my scheme, 
and its happy completion, for which he thanked me in 
the warmest terms, and was highly delighted with Dr. 
Johnson's letter in his praise, of which I gave him a 
copy. 

The passage in italics must have also given offence : 
for "our friend" Boswell later shaped it "Thus every 
unfavourable impression was obviated that could pos- 
sibly have been made on those by whom," etc. As 
Johnson's letter was warm and handsome in its terms, 
and would have been a testimonial to his merits in the 
eyes of Lord Percy and the other guests, naturally Dr. 
Percy was grateful and pleased at the idea, and at its 
being so successfully carried out. But the meddling 
Boswell took care not to show him the letter to which 
Johnson's letter was an answer; and in which he had 
written : — " My dear Sir, — I beg leave to address you 
in behalf of our friend Dr. Percy, who was much hurt 
by what you said to him that day we dined at his house 
. , . Percy is sensible that you did not mean to injure 
him ; but he is vexed to think that your behaviour to 
him on that occasion may be interpreted as a proof that 
he is despised by you, which I know is not the case. . . . 
Earl Percy is to dine with General Paoli next Friday; 
and I should be sincerely glad to have it in my power 
to satisfy his lordship how well you think of Dr. Percy, 
who, I find, apprehends that your good opinion of him 
may be of very essential consequence ; and who assures 
me that he has the highest respect and the warmest 
affection for you." 

Now, it will be noted that the italicized passages are 
put in the most awkward and needlessly emphatic mode 
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that can be conceived It was bad to read all this in 
the " Life," but it would seem that Mr. Boswell actually 
read it aloud at the dinner in presence of Lord Percy : 
for he used the phrase, " read the correspondence" 
thrice to Johnson : but when writing to Percy he takes 
care to say that he only "read Johnson's artsuver" 
Finally, at the close of his characteristic episode he 
adds a kind of disclaimer to this effect : — " Though the 
Bishop of Dromore kindly answered the letters which 
I wrote to him, relative to Dr. Johnson's early history ; 
yet, in justice to him, I think it proper to add, that the 
account of the foregoing conversation, and the subse- 
quent transaction, as well as of some other conversations 
in which he is mentioned, has been given to the public 
without previous communication with his lordship." 
The meaning of which is that the bishop was no party 
to the publication of portions of this little history: 
though Boswell was so dull as not to see that he was 
making his friend ridiculous. 

That the bishop's remonstrances on the way he was 
mentioned in the work were rather "tart," is evident 
from a passage or two later introduced by Boswell. In 
the amusing passage about Dr. Grainger and his heroic 
introduction of "Let's sing of Rats!" (changed from 
mice, as "more dignified"), Percy had originally fur- 
nished a defence of his friend — which Boswell introduced 
in a note. In his second edition, Boswell maliciously 
supplies the following from his recollection: — "Dr. 
Johnson said to me, ' Percy, sir, was angry with me 
for laughing at his " Sugar Cane ; " for he had a mind 
to make a great thing of Grainger's rats ' — and, further, 
adds this comment to the bishop's original defence of 
his friend : * The above was written by the Bishop when 
he had not the poem itself to recur to ; and though the 
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account given of it was true at one period, yet, as Drj 
Grainger afterwards altered the passage in question, the 
remarks in the text do not now apply to the printed 
poem/" No wonder Dr. Percy wrote to his Mend 
Anderson — " Boswell's ludicrous account of the ' Sugar 
Cane' deserves no attention/' And his disgust at 
this treatment is shown in other comments; the ac- 
count of the manner of writing the dictionary, "as 
given by Mr. Boswell, is confused and erroneous, and 
a moment's reflection will convince every person of 
judgment, could not be correct/' And again he adds ; 
"Mr. Boswell describes Levett as a man of a strange 
grotesque appearance* This is misrepresented." "Mtt 
Boswell objects to the title of the Rambler, etc. These 
are curious reasons." As to Savage — "This, if true, 
Johnson was not likely to have confessed to Mr. Bos- 
well, and therefore must be received as a pure invention 
of his own." This seems pretty sharp. 

Boswell was to excel himself in one surprising indis- 
cretion, which is, in the common phrase, Boswell " all 
over." When Johnson and Wilkes, after their reconcile- 
ment, were sitting talking in almost affectionate terms, 
Boswell declared it suggested the lion lying down with 
the lamb. " When I mentioned this (the speech about 
the lion and lamb) to the Bishop of Killaloe (Dr* 
Bernard), * With the goat, 9 said his lordship:" a very 
offensive remark, and never, of course, meant by the 
prelate to be repeated or printed. Yet the passage 
must have been read by both Wilkes and the bishop. 
He then adds : " Such, however, was the engaging 
politeness and pleasantry of Mr. Wilkes, and such the 
social good-humour of the bishop, that when they dined 
together at Mr. Dilly's, when I also was there, they were 
mutually agreeable." Boswell, according to his favourite 



CRITICISMS AXD CONTROVERSIES. 153 

recipe, fancied he thus completely neutralized the 
mischief. It is only fair to add, however, that BoswelTs 
enthusiasm for his great work, and " the authenticity of 
my journal," was such that he could not bring himself 
to sacrifice any effective detail, and thought by com- 
pliment to make up for indiscretion. 

But it is his behaviour towards Mrs. Piozzi that seems 
most wanton, and, it must be said, ungrateful. For at 
Streatham he had been welcomed with hospitality as 
Johnson's friend. 

The reason of this unbecoming dislike is to be found, 
as it appears to me, in BoswelTs annoyance and morti- 
fication at discovering that some of the very best of his 
anecdotes — the choicest almost of Johnson's good things, 
and some of the most piquant sayings, uttered in his 
presence as well as in hers — had been noted by the 
"lively lady" and published. He had been forestalled. 
She was, therefore, a greater offender than Hawkins; 
and it does seem, moreover, that her having fallen under 
public odium might encourage Mr. Boswell in his 
attacks.* 

In this "no case," all that was left to him was "to 
abuse the plaintiff" — that is, to break out into those 

* The following will show that Mrs. Thrale had secnred a good 
deal of what may be called the " cream." The remark on " Kelly " 
and Dodd; the "Strong Facta" in the Ordinary of Newgate's 
account; the Siamese sending ambassadors to Louis XIV.; the 
going to church ; the lines " Hermit Hoar ; " " talked about Tom 
Thumb ; " " a good hater ; " " the dead wit ; " " just enough to light 
him to Hell ; " remarks on being able to dispense with dress ; Gold- 
smith and Doctor Minor ; Hannah More " choking him with her 
flattery : " the gentleman that said but one word, " Richard ; " the 
story of his reading when he met Mr. Cholmondeley ; the retort on 
in vino Veritas; the Scotchman's "finest prospect; " a ship being 
a jail ; the " many men, many women ; " " knowledge in Scotland 
being like food in a besieged city ; " all these racy anecdotes had 
been anticipated. 
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perpetually recurring attacks on her inaccuracy, in 
which, it must be owned, he did not succeed. At the 
very end of his work, he brings in his friend Malone to 
abuse the lady — " Two instances of inaccuracy," he says, 
"are particularly worthy of notice." One night they 
were both abusing Mrs. Thrale, and Boswell could 
not resist reporting their discourteous remarks, the 
publication of which Johnson would never have sanc- 
tioned. "He showed me to-night his drawing-room, 
very genteelly fitted up ; and said, 'Mrs. Thrale 
sneered, when I talked of my having asked you and 
your lady to live at my house. I was obliged to tell 
ier, that you would be in as respectable a situation in 
my house as in hers. Sir, the insolence of wealth will 
creep out/ Boswell. 'She has a little both of the 
insolence of wealth, and the conceit of parts. 9 Johnson. 
* The insolence of wealth is a wretched thing ; but the 
conceit of parts has some foundation. To be sure, it 
should not be/ " 

But his dislike, and venom even, were chiefly dis- 
played against Sir John Hawkins. When Sir John's 
" Life of Johnson " appeared, Boswell was stung by the 
way in which he was mentioned : " He had long been 
sollicited by Mr. Boswell, a native of Scotland, and 
one that highly valued him, etc." Miss Hawkins 
says that she well remembered "the first introduc- 
tion of Boswell on what may be called the John- 
sonian stage. What is ludicrously called his earwigging, 
began to attract notice; and my father inquired of 
Mr. Langton, who this novel performer was, meaning 
rather, I believe, to be on good terms with him, 
as a frequenter in Bolt Court. The answer he received 
was a caution against opening his door to him. Not 
only were his visits described to be long, but he was 
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Jcnown to carry, as was said, perhaps by way of 
metaphor, his night-cap in his pocket, and to be blind 
to all inconvenience, and deaf to all hints, when at 
leisure. My father and he, however, grew a little 
acquainted ; and when the ' Life ' of their friend came 
out, Boswell showed himself very uneasy under an 
injury, which he was much embarrassed in defining. 
He called on my father, and being admitted, complained 
of the manner in which he was enrolled amongst 
Johnson's friends, which was as 'Mr. James Boswell 
of Auchinleck.' 

" Where was the offence ? It was one of those, 
which a complainant hardly dares to embody in words, 
he would only repeat, ' Well, but, Mr. James Boswell, 
surely, surely, Mr. James Boswell ' 

"My father relieved him by guessing with some 
humour, that the distinction bestowed on a public 
singer or dancer, would have better satisfied him. • I 
know/ said he, 'Mr. Boswell, what you mean; you 
would have had me say that Johnson undertook this 
tour with The Boswell/ He could not indeed absolutely 
covet this mode of proclamation; he would, perhaps, 
have been content with ' the celebrated/ or ' the well- 
known/ but he could not confess quite so much; he 
therefore acquiesced in the amendment proposed, but 
he was forced to depart without any promise of correc- 
tion in a subsequent edition/' 

This version seems to be true ; and the idea of Mr. 
Boswell placidly accepting the idea of being described 
as "the Boswell" is quite characteristic. But he 
registered the insult, especially when he found that the 
new edition had appeared without alteration. Two 
years afterwards, in 1789, he was at work revising the 
.first pages of his book, and had a Roland for the 
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knight's Oliver ready. " Pray," he wrote to his friend, 
" by return of post, help me with a word. In censuring 
Sir J. Hawkins's book, I say, ' There is throughout the 
whole of it a dark, uncharitable cast, which puts the 
most unfavourable construction on my illustrious friend's 
conduct.' Malone maintains cast will not do ; he will 
have ' malignancy.' Is that not too strong ? how would 
' disposition ' do ? Hawkins is no doubt very malevo- 
lent. Observe how he talks of me as quite unknown." 

It will hardly be credited that only a few weeks 
before this consultation Mr. Boswell had breakfasted 
with the knight, and our author was writing to his 
friends that he was, " he believed, a good man, but very 
mean for his fortune." And later, within a week or 
two of the little plot, he was declaring that they were 
" in good social plight " together, and exceedingly well 
— that he had entertained Hawkins, and Hawkins him. 
All the winter, too, he said, they had been intimate* 
Yet, all the while he was putting down the most extra- 
ordinary accusations — charges of theft, etc. Hawkins 
was in bad health, and died soon after, otherwise these 
accusations and insinuations could not have been 
published. 

One would be inclined to suppose that these were 
owing to the promptings of Mr. Malone, who seemed 
to have loathed Hawkins, calling him "a detestable 
fellow," accusing him of stealing Johnson's watch, stick, 
etc., and of lying. Some of these comments show a 
strange spirit of perversion. Thus Boswell says, "I 
cannot trace the least foundation for the following dark 
and uncharitable assertion by Sir John Hawkins : — 
'The apparition of his departed wife was altogether of 
the terrific kind, and hardly afforded him a hope that 
she was in a state of happiness." Terrific may be too 
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strong a word, but we certainly find Johnson perpetu- 
ally praying for the repose of his Tetty's soul — "and 
that she might finally be received into eternal happi- 
ness." 

It is almost amusing to follow the stages of BoswelTs 
animosity; he admits, however, that in Sir John's 
" compilation " — not " life," mark ! — there were " some 
passages of unquestionable merit." Hawkins, when 
dealing with Johnson's love for his antique wife, specu- 
lates that it was " dissembled," i.e. assumed or learned 
by rote. On this Boswell says, this view probably arose 
t'from a want of similar feelings in his /npn breast." (!) 
BoswelTs dislike, it seems, made him allude in this 
unbecoming way to a malicious story, that was circulated, 
that he had " married an old woman for the sake of her 
money." Miss Hawkins vindicates her father, and 
assumes too hastily that Boswell had actually set this 
charge down in words, and also that " he was the son of 
a carpenter," in which she was mistaken. "Unless," 
she adds, " marrying a very pretty woman twenty-six 
years of age, when he himself was seven years older, 
can in any way be distorted into this baseness. Nor 
can I admit that my father married even for the sake of 
her money. He had been the favourite of her father, 
Peter Scorer, of Highgate." 

"Here," says Boswell, "I am enabled to refute a 
very unjust reflection against Johnson and his faithful 
servant Francis Barber, by Sir John Hawkins, as if he 
had been unjust towards one Heely, whom Sir John 
chooses to call a relation of Dr. Johnson's." For he 
explains that Heely had been married only to Johnson's 
cousin. It will hardly be credited that Hawkins states 
that Heeley's relation to Johnson was by marriage. 
He further adds that Johnson had been " very liberal to 
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him." And he docs not vindicate Barber at all. In 
another point, too, Bos well was singularly unfair. The 
deceased knight, in his second edition, had altered and 
softened many of the passages, to which our biographer 
takes exception ; yet in many instances Boswell quotes 
from the first, ignoring the alterations in the second. 
Again : " Sir John Hawkins has given a long detail of 
it, in that manner vulgarly, but significantly, called 
rigmarole ; in which, amidst an ostentatious exhibition 
of arts and artists, he talks of c proportions ' of a column 
being taken from that of the human figure, and adjusted 
by nature. . . • To follow the Knight through all this 
would be an useless fatigue to myself, and not a little 
disgusting to my readers." When Sir John makes some 
errors in transcribing from one of Johnson's notebooks, 
he says, " It would have been better to have left blanks 
than to write nonsense." In a note he describes him as 
" Mr. John Hawkins, an attorney," " who upon occasion 
of presenting some address to the Bang, accepted the 
usual offer of knighthood. By assiduous attendance 
upon Johnson in his last illness, he obtained the office 
of one of his executors, in consequence of which the 
booksellers employed him to publish an edition of John- 
son's works, and to write a preface." Now all this 
ingenious depreciation is distorted by animosity. Haw- 
kins was one of Johnson's oldest friends, and nearly a 
year before his death (in February, 1784,) had been 
asked by him to prepare his will and act as his executor* 
The description "an attorney" was studiously offensive, 
and a retort for " Mr. Boswell, a native of Scotland." 
The choice of the booksellers, who sent a deputation 
to him on Johnson's death, was a deep mortification to 
Boswell. 

But Boswell's final assault was reserved for the end 
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of the knight's book. The important part the latter 
took in the closing scenes of Johnson's life must have 
filled him with annoyance and mortification, and he 
went as far as to accuse him of stealing Johnson's pro- 
perty ! Hawkins, it seems, observing two MS. volumes 
of Johnson's lying about, put them in his pocket, 
declaring that he wished to keep them from falling into 
the hands of persons whom he suspected might take 
them. When Johnson asked for them, he gave them 
up. It must be recollected that he was Johnson's execu- 
tor. This explanation he gave in his second edition, 
no doubt obliged to do so by the malignant reports 
of Malone, who in his " Diary " charges Hawkins with 
stealing a walking-stick and other articles. Boswell, all 
through, was inspired by Malone. The droll part of it 
is that Boswell himself had read these valuable papers, 
and had actually been inclined to steal them. Further, 
Hawkins expressly says that he told " those around him, 
particularly Mr. Langton and Mr. Strahan, that I had 
got both volumes, with my reasons for thus securing 
them." Here falls to the ground the charge of Hawkins's 
animosity to Barber, and to Heely who " detected " him. 
Mr. Croker falls into the mistake of saying that 
Hawkins was forced into making this explanation by 
Boswell's notice of the affair in his book. But Boswell's 
book was not published until some years after Hawkins' 
death. 

Boswell's dislike of Hawkins and Mrs. Piozzi is, as 
we have said, founded on their having forestalled him 
in his task. Both had been kind and hospitable to 
him ; and it is not too much to say that, in Hawkins's 
case, certainly an action for libel would have gone against 
Boswell, so blind and blundering are his attacks. 

It would take a volume to show the indiscreet 
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strokes, sketches, and sayings of persons living and dead 
which the author scattered through his book. Again 
we wonder that he escaped personal chastisement. Even 
ladies like Lady Diana Beauclerk found their careless 
remarks recorded. But there was a more redoubtable 
adversary, Dr. Parr, whom a statement of the author's 
now brought into the field. Boswell had described 
Johnson's indignation at Dr. Priestley's name being 
mentioned in his presence ; and, in a note, the chronicler 
made allusion to a recently published tract of Dr. Parr's, 
in which the latter appeared "to suppose that Ih\ 
Johnson had not only endured, but almost solicited an 
interview with Dr. Priestley. In justice to Dr. Johnson 
I declare my firm belief that he never did. My illus- 
trious friend was particularly resolute in not giving 
countenance to men whose writings he considered as 
pernicious to society." He then tells how he had seen 
Dr. Johnson leave the room at once when Dr. Price 
came into the company : * " Much more would he have 
reprobated Dr. Priestley. Whoever," he goes on, 
"wishes to see a perfect delineation of this literary 
Jack of all trades may find it in an ingenious tract 
entitled, etc." Boswell's vindication of Dr. Johnson 
might have been readily disposed of by merely quoting 
the meeting at dinner with Wilkes; whose writings 
certainly were " pernicious to society," meetings which 
he himself had contrived. 

Dr. Parr replied, and, as may be imagined, " demo- 
lished" Mr. Boswell. "Through the bluntness of 
Mr. Boswell's language, I am unable to collect precisely 
the extent of his meaning. He might mean to say that 

* This, by the way, shows that Boswell has omitted to give 
an account of some dramatic incidents in his hero's course. We 
should have been glad to have had a description of this curious 
scene. 
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Dr. Johnson and Dr. Priestley had not met at all ; or 
he might mean to say only that Dr. Johnson had not 
* almost solicited the meeting.'" He was, however, not 
in a hostile mode ; indeed added, " he hoped to give him 
no offence" by the answers he had obtained to his 
inquiries. A Mr. E. Johnstone, it seems, had been the 
person to whom Dr. Priestley had told the tale that he 
had met Johnson ; who said that, knowing Dr. John- 
son's prejudices against himself, he had never sought 
that interview ; that he had met Dr. Johnson under the 
idea that Dr. Johnson wished to see him, and that Dr. 
Johnson's behaviour was very civil, and seemed to him 
very respectful. "I particularly remember the word 
respectful; and it is so marked a word from so plain a 
man, that I can know. I must and do appeal to you 
for the correctness of my statement." Another gentle- 
man, Mr. Edward Bearcroft, probably the eminent 
counsel, wrote that he had heard, in April or May 
last, Dr. Priestley relate the story of his meeting with 
Johnson, describing also "the particular civility with 
which the doctor had treated him when they dined 
together at Mr. Paradise's. The writer had that very 
evening reminded Mr. Paradise of the incident, who 
said he remembered very well that Johnson had been 
previously told that Priestley was to be one of the com- 
pany, and that he manifested great civility to him upon 
that occasion." More interesting to us is the testimony 
of one who is remembered by some of our time. " I 
heard," wrote Samuel Eogers, " of the interview between 
Dr. Johnson and Dr. Priestley, from Dr. Priestley him- 
self. I have heard it mentioned more than once. I 
understood that it was not solicited by Dr. Priestley ; 
and that if any overture was made for that purpose, it 
came from Dr. Johnson. I found that Dr. Priestley 

VOL. II. M 
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thought that Dr. Johnson's behaviour was such as it 
ought to have been from one man of letters to another. 
Johnson was very civil." 

Most people will agree with Dr. Parr in his logical 
comments upon these testimonies. " The dispute/' he 
says, " now lies between Mr. Boswell and Dr. Priestley ; 
between firm belief, on the one hand, and positive 
assertion on the other ; between Mr. BoswelTs inference 
from his knowledge of Dr. Johnson's general disposition, 
and Dr. Priestley's account of Dr. Johnson's behaviour 
in a particular case. Mr. Boswell cannot imagine that 
I was capable of overlooking the guarded and ambiguous 
language in which Ee -*^jpsents me as appearing to 
suppose what in truth I bdlieved, and still continue to 
believe very firmly, what I recollected very distinctly, 
and stated very unreservedly. He will not be displeased 
with me for declaring that in my tract I meant no 
dishonour to Dr. Johnson's memory, while I allow that 
he intended to do what he thought justice to Dr. 
Johnson's memory by his note. . . . Should Mr. Boswell 
be pleased to maintain that Dr. Johnson rather con- 
sented to the interview than almost solicited it, I shall 
not object to the change of expressions. If Dr. Johnson 
met Dr. Priestley, and if he previously knew that he 
was to meet him, — if, upon meeting him, he behaved to 
Dr. Priestley with particular civility, — he did what Mr. 
Boswell represents as unlikely, indeed as unfit to 
have been done by so exact and inflexible a moralist 
towards a writer whose opinions he thought pernicious 
to society. I reverence Dr. Johnson not less than Mr. 
Boswell does ; and if I respect Dr. Priestley more than 
he seems to do, I am not entirely without the hope of 
being approved by some who are wise and many who 
are good. The chief purpose, however, for which I 



CRITICISMS AND CONTROVERSIES. 16S 

desire you, Mr. Editor, to insert what I am now 
writing to you, is neither to defend Dr. Priestley, nor 
to censure Dr. Johnson, but to show that when I was 
speaking in my tract of two men, who have deservedly 
so large a share of public attention, I possessed a sort 
of evidence which even Mr. Boswell himself, when he 
knows it, will have too much candour to slight. That 
evidence, though it should fail to convince Mr. Boswell, 
is, at all events, sufficient to justify me." 

This is in the doctor's best style. Mr. Boswell was 
not inclined to sit down quietly under this chastisement, 
and he set to work to answer it, but was interrupted by 
his last illness.* -<" 

It would be difficult to give an idea of the number 
of persons who must have taken offence at the way they 
were introduced, and to whom some sort of amende had 
to be made in the second edition. This could only be 
shown by a collation of the editions. Some of his 
friends took offence at the fashion in which they 
were introduced. Amongst them was Sir William 
Scott, Johnson's executor. The good-humoured Boswell 
soothed him in his persuasive way. 

". . . Be so good as to recollect that I have not 
published any of your folly, for a very obvious reason ; 
and what I have published of your share in the e John- 
sonian Conversations' was revised by yourself, upon 
which occasion I enjoyed one of the pleasantest days 
I ever passed in my life. You, therefore, my good Sir 
William, have no reason even to grumble. If others, as 

* The editor of the Gentleman's Magazine had his say in a curt 
note : " To the communications of our correspondents, relative to 
oar late worthy friend, James Boswell, Esq., we have to add that 
he was preparing, at the time he was taken ill, a general answer 
to the letter from the Ajaz of literature, in which he proposed 
also to notice the attacks of his more pony antagonists." 
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well as myself, sometimes appear as shadows to the Great 
Intellectual Light, I beg to be fairly understood, and 
that you and my other friends will inculcate upon 
persons of timidity and reserve, that my recording the 
Conversations of so extraordinary a man as Johnson, 
with its concomitant circumstances, was a peculiar 
undertaking attended with much anxiety and labour, 
and that the conversations of people in general are by 
no means of that nature as to bear being registered, and 
that the task of doing it would be exceedingly irksome 
to me. Class me then, my dear Sir, with none but who 
are clear pf a prejudice which you see may easily be 
cured : I trust there are enough who have it not. I can 
return you the compliment, that I should certainly 
consider a quarrel with you as a real misfortune. I 
now do not apprehend that there can be even any cold- 
ness. ..." etc.* 

We have shown how many allusions Boswell made 
to his friend Wilkes, some pf a rather awkward and 
offensive kind ; though the good-natured Wilkes was 
not the man to take offence.f 

* Letter in Messrs. Sotheby's Catalogue, November 27, 1889, 
dated April, 1791. 

f In Mr. Walford's $t Antiquarian " is given an interesting 

account of the copy which the author presented to Mr. Wilkes, 

which I myself had once the opportunity of purchasing : " In the 

cover of each volume there was a book-plate, with the owner's 

coat of arms and name — 'John Wilkes, F.R.S.,' and with the 

motto, ' Arcui meo non confido. 9 At the bottom of the blank 

reverse of the last leaf of the Dedication to Sir Joshua Reynolds 

is an autograph inscription in the handwriting of James Boswell: — 

" * To John Wilkes, Esq : 

from his much obliged friend, 

The Authour. 

1 Nil ego contulerim jucundo sanus amico.' 

" There is a printed list of ' Corrections and Additions which 
the Reader is requested to make with his Pen, before perusing the 
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It must have needed all Wilkes's bonhomie and 
good humour to have passed over the style in which 

following Life.' These, which are twenty-four in number, Wilkes 
has carefully attended to, down to the minutest particulars. 

" But the chief interest centres in two original notes in Wilkes's 
handwriting, the first of which supplies the ipsissima verba of 
Johnson, misreported by Boswell. 

"In vol. i., p. 107-108 (under date 1749, when Johnson was 
forty years old, and when Garrick was in the full flush of his early 
fame), the following passage occurs in the text : — 

" c He [Johnson] for a considerable time used to frequent the 
Green Boom, and seemed to take delight in dissipating his gloom 
by mixing in the sprightly chit-chat of the motley circle then to 
be found there. Mr. David Hume related to me from Mr. Garrick 
that Johnson at last denied himself this amusement, from con- 
siderations of rigid virtue ; saying, " I'll come no more behind 
your scenes, David; for the silk stockings and white bosoms of 
your actresses excite my amorous propensities. 9 " 

" Whether the four words in italics were substituted by Home, 
as a sacrifice to the proprieties, in relating the story to Boswell, or 
were a polite periphrasis of Boswell himself, mindful for once of 
what was dne virginibus puerisque, cannot now with certainty be 
determined. Wilkes informs us, on the authority of Garrick him- 
self, to whom the utterance was addressed, what those words 
actually were. We are unable to reproduce them here ; bnt they 
will be forthcoming to such students as may communicate privately 
with the writer of this paper, or with the editor or publisher of 
the Magazine. 

"At vol. ii. p. 141; occurs this passage in the text : — 'Johnson 
gave us this evening, in his happy discriminative manner, a 
portrait of the late Mr. Fitzherbert, of Derbyshire.' 

" To this Wilkes has appended the following manuscript note 
at the foot of the page : — • Lady Vane described Mr. Fitzherbert 
well. She said that he was very dry, very shy, and very 
sly. 9 

" It was with some disappointment that I found no marginalia 
or annotations against the paesages where Wilkes himself person- 
ally figures as one of the dramatis persona of Boswell's narrative ; 
but against his name in the index, Wilkes has enumerated other 
pages where it is incidentally mentioned or introduced either by 
the biographer or by Johnson and his interlocutors. He has also 
added to the index a reference to i Women,' ii. 501,' — -the passage 
where. Johnson declares that 'ladies set no value on the moral 
character of men who pay their addresses to them ; the greatest 
profligate will be as well received as the man of the greatest 
virtue,' " etc* Wilkes, when he had read it, declared td the 
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he was exhibited in BoswelTs work. No worse 
specimen of indiscretion could be found than this. He 
reports Johnson as saying: "It is wonderful to think 
that all the force of government was required to 
prevent Wilkes from being chosen the chief magistrate 
of London, though the liverymen knew he would rob 
their shops, knew he would debauch their daughters." 
This was gross, especially as it was published at a 
moment when the world was beginning to forget and 
condone Wilkes's follies. To this he added his comment 
in a note : " I think it incumbent on me to make some 
observation on this strong satirical sally on my classical 
companion, Mr. Wilkes. Keporting it lately from 
memory, in his presence, I expressed it thus : ' They 
knew he would rob their shops if he durst, they knew 
he would debauch their daughters if fie could/ which, 
according to the French phrase, may be said rencMrir 
on Dr. Johnson ; but on looking into my Journal, I 
found it aa above, and would by no means make any 
'addition. Mr. Wilkes received both readings with a 
good humour that I cannot enough admire. Indeed, 
both he and I are too fond of a bon mot, not to 
relish it, though we should be ourselves the object of 
it." Here he not only repeats Johnson's offensive and, 
it must be said, unfounded criticism, but adds of his 
own motion something to make it still more offensive. 
On referring to his note for the true version he takes 
credit for not altering it : " would by no means make 
.any addition." 

The tolerance or indifference of Wilkes is shown in 
the total absence of comment on the passages referring 

.author, " It is a wonderf al book." Next day Boswell wrote to him 
to have this opinion in writing, " Do confirm this to me, so that 
I may have your testimonies in my archives at Auchinleck." 
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to himself. We find that Wilkes had even helped his 
friend with a timely loan : — 

Mr. Boswett to Mr. Wilkes. 

"Dear Sir, — Notwithstanding a late seasonable 
relief I am not yet free from vexatious embarrassments. 
But I should be very uneasy if I could not restore what 
was put into my hands upon the most liberal terms, 
when it is of any consequence to you, and still more, 
when I am informed that at this moment trifles are 
of importance. I am very sorry to find that I can- 
not command it till next week. But you may depend 
upon its being thus gratefully returned. I am, dear 
sir, your obliged friend and humble servant, James 
Boswell. 

" Great Portland Street, Dec. 21, 1792." * 

Boswell to Wilkes. 

"Mr. Boswell presents his compliments to Mr. 
Wilkes — an invitation to dinner will not do. The 
Laird of Auchinleck is not hungry, and he does not 
want wine, but wit. In short, he must have a pleasant 
apology for putting him in fear of Dr. Johnsons dis- 
pleasure on account of a certain Epithalamium, or there 
must be an end to a certain classical and gay 
connection. 

"No. 22, Poultry, March 26, 1783." t 

To the Same. 

" Dear Sir,— As I undertook to be the negociator 
of the dinner at your house, The High Sheriff of 
* MS., British Museum. , t Ibid. 
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Pembrokeshire, his brother Mr. Charles Dilly, and an 
old Vesuvius fellow traveller, I beg to know if next 
Sunday will be convenient for the Chamberlain of 
London. This is 'omnia magna coquens.' My best 
compliments to Miss Wilkes. She knows my con- 
ditional threating that you should have been mon beau 
pdre. Vale at me ame. James Boswell. 
" General Paoli's, South Audley Street, May 12th.'* 

A good instance of BoswelTs unbecoming indulgence 
in his dislikes of persons is the following. He praised 
Mr. Maclaurin's argument for the negro, and the motto 
prefixed, " Hominum ne crede coiori," which he called 
" happily chosen." This it certainly was not, for 
" color " would refer to the negro's tint, which we are 
invited not to trust. It proved, however, that he had 
made a complete mistake, and that the " happily chosen " 
motto was " Quamvis ille niger, etc." He then adds, 
"a circumstance not less strange than true, that a 
brother advocate in considerable practice, but of whom 
it certainly cannot be said ' iagenuas fideliter didicit 
fideliter strtes/ iasked Mr. Maclaurin, with a face of 
flippant assurance, ' Are these words your own ? ' " 
Could anything be more indecorous or foolish ? Again, 
" Tom Tyers," a great friend of Johnsons, " was exceed- 
ingly obliging " to Mr. Boswell; a claim certainly, to 
forbearance. He dared, however, to publish a short 
biography of Johnson ; on which Boswell proceeds to 
describe him as "eccentric/' running about the world 
amusing everybody with his desultory conversation. 
"He abounded in anecdote, but was not sufficiently 
attentive to accuracy. I therefore cannot venture to 
avail myself much of his biographical sketch which he 
published, being one among the various persons 
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ambitious of appending their names to that of ray 
illustrious friend" This was his most contemptuous 
mode of disparaging competitors. 

We have seen that his old enemy Walcot's attacks 
were in a coarse vein. On these a happy parody was 
written by Mr. Chalmers; which is witty, and hot ill- 
natured. In his copy of the " Life," we find this note r 
"This imitation I printed in the Morning Herald, 
in July, 1791. When Boswell discovered I had 
written it, he often took an opportunity in my company 
to praise it, and had once an intention to have 
printed it in his octavo edition, but was dissuaded. To- 
all appearance he took it,' as it was meant, in good 
part, and was after very friendly with me." How 
creditable is this to Bozzy's good nature and good 
humour I For he was so pleased with the wit of the 
tiling, that he could condone the ridicule of himself. 

" P. P. : ' Pray, Doctor, what is your opinion of Mr. 
BoswelTs literary powers ? ' 

" Johnson : ' Sir, my opinion is, that whenever 
Bozzy expires, he will create no vacuum in the region 
of literature — he 3eems strongly affected by the cacoethes 
scribendi; wishes to be thought a rara avis, and in 
truth so he is — your knowledge in ornithology, sir, will 
easily discover to what species of bird I allude.' Here 
the Doctor shook his head and laughed. 

" P. P. : ' What think you,- sir, of his account of 
Corsica ? — of his character of Paoli ? ' 

" Johnson : ( Sir, he hath made a mountain of a 
wart. But Paoli hath virtues. The account is a 
farrago of disgusting egotism and pompous inanity.' 

" P. P.: € 1 have heard it whispered, Doctor, that 
should you die before him, Mr. B. means to write your 
life/ 
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" Johnson : l Sir, he cannot mean me so irreparable 
an injury — which of us shall die first is only known 
to the Great Disposer of events : but were I sure that 
James Boswell would write my life, I do not know 
whether I would not anticipate the measure by taking 
his. 9 (Here he made three or four strides across the 
room, and returned to his chair with violent emotion.) 

" P. P. : ' I am afraid that he means to do you the 
favour/ 

"Johnson: 'He dares not — he would make a 
scarecrow of me. I give him liberty to fire his blunder- 
buss in his own face, but not murder me, sir. I heed 
not his avros c^a. Boswell write my life ! why, the 
fellow possesses not abilities for writing the life of an 
ephemeron/ " 

There are also numbers of allusions and incidental 
notices which have a slightly offensive tone, and which 
are contrived to make the persons named feel "awkward." 
Here is one example: Lord Hailes, whom Boswell 
troubled a good deal, had said of Johnson's legal argu- 
ment that "it was pleasantly and artfully composed." 
On which Boswell says in a note, " Why his Lordship 
uses the epithet pleasantly when speaking of a grave 
piece of reasoning I cannot conceive. But different men 
have different notions of pleasantry." He then tells of 
a gentleman at the opera, who, when Medea was about 
killing her children, " turned to me with a smile and 
said, ' Funny enough.' " Lord Hailes could not have been 
pleased with this similitude.* 

* From the redoubtable Dr. Farmer he received Borne rough 
treatment : " After wondering how a Scotch advocate should be so 
perfectly uninformed as to know nothing of the best edition and 
the best modern editor of Demosthenes, I will only say of him 
what Dr. Taylor himself probably would, had he seen the strange 
passage — at least I have heard him say it of many similar geniuses. 
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One distinction, at least, that was secured to him by 
the publication of his volumes was his election by the 
Royal Academy to the honorary offiqe of Secretary for 
Foreign Correspondence. To his great gratification he 
was now, at last, taken seriously — like Goldsmith, Burke, 
and other friends ; and he wrdte his letters of thanks 
in three languages.* 

4 The fellow ! why would he go out of his way to make Bnch 
blundering work r ' I sent this to Nichols ; and he returned 
BoswelPs note of his readiness to correct. — T. F." Bos well, it 
seems, had described Taylor as the translator of Demosthenes ; bat 
he altered the word to " editor." 

* Not, as Dr. B. Hill says, because he was so proud of bis know- 
ledge, but to show the Academy that he was fitted for the office. 

I. 

"Octotjer31, 1791. 
" To the President and Council of the Royal Academy of Arts in 

London. 

" Gentlemen, — Your unsolicited and unanimous selection of me 
to be Secretary for Foreign Correspondence to your Academy, 
and the gracious confirmation of my election by his Majesty, I 
acknowledge with the warmest sentiments of gratitude and 
respect. 

" I have always loved the arts, and during my travels on the Con- 
tinent I did not neglect the opportunities I had of cultivating a 
taste for them. That taste I trust will now be much improved, 
when I shall be so happy as to share in the advantages which the 
Royal Academy affords ; and I fondly embrace this very pleasing 
distinction, as giving me the means of providing additional solace 
for the future years of my life. 

' " Rest assured, Gentlemen, that as I am proud to be a member of 
an Academy which has the peculiar felicity of not being at all 
dependent on a minister, but under the immediate patronage and 
superintendence of the Sovereign himself, I shall be zealous to do 
everything in my power that can be of any service to our excellent 
institution. I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, your much obliged, 
faithful, humble servant, James Bos well." 

II. 

"A messieurs le President et les autres membres du Conseil de VAcadimie 
Boyale des Arts a Londres. 

"Messieubs, — C'est avec la plus vive reconnaissance que j'accepte 
la charge de Secretaire pour la Correspondance ^trangere de votre 
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Acad£mie, a laquelle j'ai en l'honneur d'etre choisi par vos suffrages* 
unanimes, gracieasement confirmee par aa Majeste\ 

" Ce choix spontan£, Messieurs, me flatte beaucoup ; et m'inspire- 
des desirs les plus ardents de m'en montrer digne, au moins par la. 
promptitude avec laquelle je saisirai toute occasion de fair© ce que 
je pourrai pour contribuer a l'arantage des Arts et la c£16brit6 de 
l'Acad6mie. J'ai l'honneur d'etre, avec toute la consideration pos- 
sible. Messieurs, votre serviteur tres-oblige, tres-humble et tres- 
fidele, Boswell." 

III. 

*' Agli illustrissimi Signori il P resident e e Consiglieri deW Academia 
Beale delle arti in Londra* 

" Avreste forse, illustrissimi Signori, potato scegliere molte per- 
sone piu degne dell' Officcid di Segretario per la correspondenza 
straniera ; ma non sarebbe, son certo, stato possibile di trovar alcuno 
dal quale questa distinzione sarebbe stata piu stimata. Sento con un 
animo molto riconoscente la parzialita che l'Academia a ben yoluto 
mostrar per me ; e mi conto f elicissimo che la mia elezione sia stata 
graziosamente connrmata'dalla sua Maesta, lo stesso Sovrano che a 
fondato 1' Academia e che si e sempre mostrato il suo beneficent e 
Prottetore. Vi prego, Signori, di credere que porro ogni mio 
studio a contribuiro tanto che potro alia prosperita della nostra 
instituzione ch' e gia arrivata ad un panto si respettevole. Ho 
l'onor d'essere, illustrissimi Signori, vostro umilissimo e devotissimo 
servo, Giacomo Boswell." 1 

1 " Life of Johnson," edited by Dr. B. Hill: 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

DISSIPATION — INDULGENCE IN LIQUOR — DEATH. 

There is nothing more sad or piteous than the following 
this pleasant being to his disastrous end, and marking 
the decay of the once cheerful, good-natured Boswell : 
with the gradual change from the sympathizing follower 
of Johnson into the maudlin creature who had to revive 
his spirits of nights by the bottle. The truth was, 
before his death poor Bozzy had become something very 
near what may be called "a sot." It was humiliating 
that his friends should have often to interpose to try 
to rescue him from this fatal vice, by persuading him to 
enter into compacts — as a favour — with them, not to 
drink more than a very liberal allowance for a certain 
number of weeks or months. No one, indeed, felt so 
acutely as the poor toper the sadness of his situation, or 
the precipice to which he was hurrying, and he clutched 
vainly at straws in the hope of saving himself. Like 
most weak mortals, he must take the world into his con- 
fidence, and, as if to guarantee his reform of life, told as 
many persons as possible how he had registered these 
vows to give up drinking. 

His old friends, Paoli and Temple, and later Mr. 
Courtenay, had all good-naturedly tried to help him in 
this way. But such devices could have little result. In 
the case where he thus obliged his friend, Mr. Courtenay, 
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he confessed that he had broken the pledge nearly a week 
before the time, but did not appear to think that this 
amounted to an infringement of the bargain. 

It was in 1792 that Mr. Wilberforce was setting off 
for Bath, in a highly strung religious mood, and wishing 
to do good to all men. He went a little out of his road 
to call upon Sir W. Young, driving to his house, and 
staying the night. He found there " our own Bos well," 
as Johnson styled him : certainly " not a godly company, 
and opposed to the abolition of slavery. Bozzy talked of 
Johnson. Sat up too late." Next day he " had some 
serious talk with Bozzy, who admitted the depravity of 
human nature. Last night he expressed his disbelief of 
eternal punishment. He asked me to take his bag home, 
and walked off into the west of England, with two shirts 
and a nightcap in his pocket sans servant" " Poor 
Boswell !" wrote Wilberforce, so late as 1832, recalling 
this scene ; " I once had some curious conversation with 
him ; he was evidently low and depressed, and appeared 
to have many serious feelings. He told me that Johnson 
had assured him that he was never intimately acquainted 
with one religious clergyman." 

There is something pathetic in the struggle which 
he was making in these declining days, and in which 
he felt himself almost helpless. 

In June, 1793, as he was coming from some revel, 
and scarcely in a condition to protect himself, he was set 
upon in the streets, knocked down, and robbed. He was 
much cut about the head, and confined to his bed for 
many days, "in pain and fever, and helpless as a child." 
This discreditable incident he determined, alas ! too late, 
should be a " crisis in my life : I trust I shall henceforth 
be a sober, regular man. Indeed, my indulgence in 
wine has, of late years especially, been excessive. You 
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remember what Lord Eliot said, nay, what you, I am 
sorry to think, have seen. Your suggestion as to my 
being carried off in a state of intoxication is awful. I 
thank you for it, my dear friend. It impressed me 
much, I assure you." Mr. Elwin had seen a passage in 
the letters, omitted from the published volume, which was 
even more significant. His friend Temple relates : u On 
Sunday Boswell and I communicated. You know we 
dined at Forster's : he drank too much Madeira, and got 
intoxicated, and was seen staggering on the ramparts." 
Alas ! Boswell has registered a saying of his own, but 
intended for others, " A drunken fellow is not honest.'' 
"A stick," said I, "kept always moist, must become 
rotten." 

And now the inevitable result of these long-sustained 
excesses was to appear. No constitution could have 
withstood so disorderly a life ; and the poor, weak, help- 
less Boswell was at last to be called upon for the final 
penalty. 

In April, 1794, his friend Temple had a fall from his 
horse, which suggested serious and anxious thoughts 
indeed to his friend. " In a moment," he moralized, 
"the awful separation which we so much dread might 
have taken place." This solemn reflection was at the 
opening of the letter; but at its close, we have this 
strange mundane confidence: "You seem too violent 

against D on account of Miss M . I have heard 

alteram partem ; but I -will try to persuade him to get 
her apothecary's bill paid for her. You must not con- 
sider her by any means as having these extraordinary 
, strong claims on the Admiral. The £40 annuity will, 
I doubt not, be certain." 

This significant transaction, into which Boswell 
entered with a strong gofit, or sympathy, shows that, to 
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the very last, his ideas of rectitude were curiously 
warped. 

On the eve of his last illness, we find him busy at his 
great work. The second edition of the book, " revised 
and augmented/' had been called for in 1793, and 
made its appearance in three stout and rather unwieldy 
octavos.* This had not gone off at his death in 1795, so 
it had taken some four years to exhaust two editions. 
This shows that the success of the book was not quite so 
rapid as is commonly supposed.f 

* At the end of the second volume a number of letters are 
added, thus introduced : '.' After the first two volumes of this work 
were printed off, my worthy friend, Mr. Langton, in searching 
among his papers, found the following valuable letters of Dr. 
Johnson, beginning with the first which that gentleman received 
from him. Though it is impossible, in the present edition, to insert 
them in chronological order, I cannot withhold from my readers 
so great a satisfaction as the perusal of them offered." — It may be 
said here tbat Boswell always showed much artistic instinct in his 
selection of the Johnsonian letters. He was anxious to have such 
only as were associated with the leading figures of his narrative ; 
whereas it is now the fashion to suppose that any unpublished 
Johnsonian letter may be appropriately introduced. 

t His preface to the new edition is most interesting, written 
in his clear, admirable style ; a little exultant too. But there is no 
exaggeration in the terms used to describe the reception and 
actual position of his work. We must always admire in our author 
this measured and judicious tone of his language. " That I was 
anxious for the success of a work which had employed much of 
ray time and labour, I do not wish to conceal ; but whatever doubts 
I at any time entertained, have been entirely removed by the very 
favourable reception with which it has been honoured. That 
reception has excited my best exertions to render my book more 
perfect ; and in this endeavour I have had the assistance not only 
of some of my particular friends, but of many other learned and 
in genious men, by which I have been enabled to rectify some mis- 
takes, and to enrich the work with many valuable additions. These 
I have ordered to be printed separately in quarto, for the accom- 
modation of the purchasers of the first edition. May I be permitted 
to say that the typography of both editions does honour to the 
press of Mr. Henry Baldwin, now Master of the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Stationers, whom I have long known as a worthy man and 
an obliging friend. 

"In the strangely mixed scenes of human existence, our feelings 
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He was now busily engrossed, preparing his third 
edition, assisted by his friend Malone, who states that 

are often at once pleasing and painful. Of this truth, the progress 
of the present work furnishes a striking instance. It was highly 
gratifying to me that my friend, Sir Joshua Reynolds, to whom it 
is inscribed, lived to peruse it, and to give the strongest testimony 
to its fidelity ; but before a second edition, which he contributed to 
improve, could be finished, the world has been deprived of that 
most valuable man ; a loss of which the regret will be deep, and 
lasting, and extensive, proportionate to the felicity which he dif- 
fused through a wide circle of admirers and friends. 

"In reflecting that the illustrious subject of this work, by being 
more extensively and intimately known, however elevated before, 
has risen in the veneration and love of mankind, I feel a satisfac- 
tion beyond what fame can afford We cannot, indeed, too much 
or too often admire his wonderful powers of mind, when we con- 
sider that the principal store of wit and wisdom which this work 
contains was not a particular selection from his general conversa- 
tion, but was merely his occasional talk at such times as I had the 
good fortune to be in his company ; and, without doubt, if his 
discourse at other periods had been collected with the same atten- 
tion, the whole tenonr of what he uttered would have been found 
equally excellent. 

"His strong, clear, and animated enforcement of religion, 
morality, loyalty, and subordination, while it delights and improves 
the wise and the good, will, I trust, prove an effectual antidote to 
that detestable sophistry which has been lately imported from 
France, under the false name of philosophy, and with a malignant 
industry has been employed against the peace, good order, and 
happiness of society, in our free and prosperous country ; but, 
thanks be to God, without producing the pernicious effects which 
were hoped for by its propagators. 

" It seems to me, in my moments of self-complacency, that this 
•extensive biographical work, however inferior in its nature, may 
in one respect be assimilated to the Odyssey. Amidst a thousand 
entertaining and instructive episodes, the hero is never long out of 
«ight ; for they are all in some degree connected with him ; and he, 
in the whole course of the history, is exhibited by the author for 
?the best advantage of his readers : 

P— Quid virtus et quid sapientia poesit, 
Utile propoeuit nobis exemplar Ulyaaen 

" Should there be any cold-blooded and morose mortals who 
really dislike this book, I will give them a story to apply. When 
fthe great Duke of Marlborough, accompanied by Lord Oadogan, 
was one day reconnoitring the army in Flanders, a heavy rain came 

VOL. II. N 
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it was almost ready for press, when the author was 
seized with his last illness. This must always be re- 
garded as a literary misfortune; for Malone was so 
industrious a commentator, that we are inclined to 
suspect that, as he was uncontrolled, he must have made 
abundant changes. At all events, it is difficult to 
distinguish between the author's work and his. 

Boswell had received one warning, in the shape 
of an attack of weakness early in April, when he 

on, and they both called for their cloaks. Lord Cadogan's servant, 
a good-humoured alert lad, brought his lordship's in a minute. 
The duke's servant, a lazy sulky dog, was so sluggish, that his 
grace, being wet to the skin, reproved him, and had for answer, 
with a grunt, ' I came as fast as I could ; ' upon which the duke 
calmly said, ' Cadogan, I would not for a thousand pounds have 
that fellow's temper.' 

" There are some men, I believe, who have, or think they have, 
a very small share of vanity. Such may speak of their literary 
fame in a decorous style of diffidence. But I confess, that I am so 
formed by nature and by habit, that to restrain the effusion of 
delight, on having obtained such fame, to me would be truly pain- 
ful. Why then should I suppress it ? Why ' out of the abundance 
of the heart ' should I not speak P Let me then mention with a 
warm, but no insolent exultation, that I have been regaled with 
spontaneous praise of my work by many and various persons, emi- 
nent for their rank, learning, talents, and accomplishments ; much 
of which praise I have under their hands to be reposited in my 
archives at Auchinleck. An honourable and reverend friend 
speaking of the favourable reception of my volumes, even in the 
circles of fashion and elegance, said to me, ( You have made them 
all talk Johnson.' Yes, I may add, I have Johnsonised the land ; 
and I trust they will not only talk but think Johnson. 

" To enumerate those to whom I have been thus indebted would 
be tediously ostentatious. I cannot however but name one, whose 
praise is truly valuable, not only on account of his knowledge and 
abilities, but on account of the magnificent, yet dangerous embassy, 
in which he is now employed, which makes everything that relates 
to him peculiarly interesting. Lord Macartney favoured me with 
his own copy of my book, with a number of notes, of which I have 
availed myself. On the first leaf I found, in his lordship's hand- 
writing, an inscription of such high commendation, that even I, 
vain as I am, cannot prevail on myself to publish it. J. Boswell* 
"lrt July, 1793." 
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returned from his club, " quite spent and languid." We 
learn nothing of his state until a week later, when, 
on April 8th, he sat down to write to his old friend, and 
thus began :— 

" My dear Temple, — I would fain write to you in 

my own hand, but really cannot " (These words are 

in faltering characters, and scarcely legible, showing 
that he was completely prostrated. His son James then 
took the pen.) " Alas ! my friend, what a state is this. 
. . . The pain which continued for so many weeks was 
very severe indeed, and when it went off, I thought 
myself quite well ; but I soon felt a conviction that I 
was by no means as I should — so exceedingly weak, as 
my miserable attempt to write to you afforded a proof. 
All, then, that can be said is, that I must wait with 
patience. But ! my friend, how strange is it that at 
this very time of illness you and Miss Temple should 
have been in such a dangerous state. Much occasion 
for thankfulness is there, that it has not been worse 
with you. Pray write, or make somebody write, fre- 
quently. I feel myself a good deal stronger to-day, 
notwithstanding this scrawl. God bless you, my dear 
Temple! I ever am your old and affectionate friend, 
here, and I trust hereafter, James Boswell." 

At the end, his son James added a postscript to say 
that the situation was grave, and his father ignorant 
of his dangerous condition. They had topes, however, 
as he was able to take nourishment, that his strong 
constitution would carry him through. In a day or two 
he rallied considerably, after remaining in " an extra- 
ordinary state of pain and weakness." He had the best 
advice — that of Dr. Warren and Mr. Earle, the surgeon, 
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and his recovery was now looked for. But ten days 
later he relapsed, was taken with a fever, shivering fits, 
and other disorders. 

Another letter, written from his death-bed, has a 
pathetic interest. It shows the warmth of his heart, 
even under such trying conditions, and which he retained 
to the last. 

Boswell to Warren Hastings. 

* f Mr. Boswell presents his respectful compliments 
to Mr. Hastings. 

"He has ever since Tuesday se'night been close 
confined to bed with a severe and alarming fever, 
which has deprived him of being present at Mr. Hastings' 
honourable acquittal, and of offering him in person 
his sincere and warm congratulations which he thus 
conveys. 

" Dr. Warren now gives him the pleasing assurance 
that his sufferings are now at an end. The moment 
that he is able to go abroad, he will fly to Mr. Hastings, 
and expand his soul in the purest satisfaction. 

" Considering the very powerful influence which has 
been shamefully used to aid the rancorous prosecution, 
there is no wonder that some effect was produced ; but 
it is to the credit of the Lords that it was within narrow 
limits. There appears, however, an accumulated base- 
ness almost beyond credibility. 

" Great Poland Street, April 24, 1795." * 

His brother, the former Spanish merchant, was now 
with him, and witnessed the departure of poor " Bozzy." 
It was he who had the sad duty of writing to Mr. 
Temple on May 19, 1795, that the good, "flighty," 

* MS., British Museum. 
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clever, warm-hearted "Bozzy" had ended his fitful 
course, 

"My deae Sir, — I have now the painful task of 
informing you that my dear brother expired this morn- 
ing at two o'clock: we have both lost a kind, affec- 
tionate friend, and shall never have such another. He 
has suffered a great deal during his illness, which has 
lasted five weeks, but not much in his last moments. 
May God Almighty have mercy upon his soul, and 
receive him into his Heavenly Kingdom. 

" He is to be buried at Auchinleck, for which place 
his sons will set out in two or three days- They and 
his two eldest daughters have behaved in the most 
affectionate and exemplary manner during his confine- 
ment J they all desire to be kindly remembered to you 
and Miss Temple, and beg your sympathy on this 
melancholy occasion. 

"I am, my dear Sir, your affectionate, humble 
servant, T, D. Boswell." 

The remains of the poor "Baron of Auchinleck ' 
were taken down to the family seat. So passed away 
one to whom readers are under deep obligation, and 
who has certainly increased the harmless gaiety of the 
nation.* 

* In the papers was to be read : " At three o'clock this morn- 
ing, at his house in Great Poland-street, in the 55th year of his 
age, after an illness of five weeks (an intermitting fever at first), 
James Boswell, esq., whose death will be most sincerely regretted 
by all who really knew him. We have not room this month to do 
justice to his merits ; but a full account of him shall be given in 
our next. 

" His remains were carried to Auchinleck ; and the following 
inscription is engraved on his coffin -plate ; 

" * James Boswell, Esq. died 19 May, 1795, aged 55 years > ' 
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Mr. Boswell left a will, which is a characteristic 
document, written in the year 1785, in London. He 
confesses that he has prepared it "under the appre- 
hension of some danger to his life, which, however, may 
prove a false alarm." * This was, no doubt, an attack 
of serious illness, and not, as Dr. Rogers supposes, an 
impending duel, which was hardly in Bozzy's way.f 

over which, in a shield, are the initials J. B. between two strips of 
laurel ; and his crest, On a wreath Argent and Sable, a hawk with 
a hood on all proper. Motto, over the crest, veaye f o t. — The 
arms borne by Mr. B. (in virtue of a grant in Scotland 1780) 
were, Quarterly, 1 and 4, Argent, on a f ess Sable three cinquefoils 
of the field, a canton Azure charged with a galley, sails furled, 
with a treasure Or. 2 and 3, quarterly, 1 and 4, Argent, a lion 
rampant Azure ; 2 and 3, Or, a saltire and chief Gules ; over all, 
a cross engrailed Sable. Crest as above." 

* The paper seems to have been prepared without the assist* 
ance of a Scotch practitioner, and I fancy that any English or 
Scotch lawyer would pronounce that it was impracticable. The 
dispositions beyond being mere wishes seem worthless. 

\ Dr. Eogers indeed speculates that he was expecting a chal- 
lenge from Lord Macdonald, for the libels in the " Tour," but he 
forgets that the book was not published until the following year. 

Dr. Rogers has published this will from the Commissariat 
Register of Glasgow, preserved in the General Register House, 
Edinburgh, vol. 74, p. 194 :— 

"I James Boswell Esquire of Auchinleck having already 
settled everything concerning my Landed Estate so far as is in 
my power as an heir of Entail, so that my mind is quiet respecting 
my dear wife and children, do now when in perfect soundness of 
mind but under the apprehension of some danger to my life which 
however may prove a false alarm, thus make my last Will and 
Testament containing also clauses of another nature which I desire 
may be valid and effectual. I resign my soul to God my almighty 
and most merciful Father trusting that it will be redeemed by the 
awfull and mysterious Sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
admitted to endless felicity in heaven. I request that my body 
may be interred in the family burial place in the church at Auchin- 
leck. I appoint my much valued spouse Mrs. Margaret Mont- 
•gomerie and my worthy friend Sir William Forbes of Pitsligo, 
Baronet, to be my Executors and in case of the death of either of 
them the office shall devolve solely to the survivor. And whereas 
my honoured and pious grand mother Lady Elizabeth Boswell 
' devised to the heir succeeding to the barrony of Auchinleck from 
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It will be seen that the notion of " granting " deeds 
of entail, to be executed, and leases to be given to 

generation to generation the Ebony Cabinet and the dressing plate 
of silver gilt, which belonged to her mother Veronica, Countess of 
Kincardine, leaving it however optional to her son my father that 
entail thereof or not as he should think fit, and he having neg- 
lected to do so, whereby the said Ebony Cabinet and dressing plate 
are now at my free disposal, I do by these presents dispose the 
same to the heir succeeding to the barrony of Auchinleck from 
generation to generation. And I declare that it shall not be in 
the power of any such heir to alienate or impignorate the same on 
any account whatever. And I do hereby dispose to the said heirs 
of Entail in their order, all lands and heritages belonging to me, 
in fee simple, after payment of my debts, but under this provision, 
that in case any of them shall alienate the said Ebony Cabinet and 
dressing plate, the person so alienating shall forfeit the sum of 
One Thousand Pounds sterling, which shall be paid to the next 
heir succeeding by entail. And I declare that the heir of Entail 
first succeeding to these my unentailed lands, shall within six 
months after his succession thereto execute a deed of Entail thereof 
to the same series of heirs with that in the Entail executed by my 
Father and me, which if he fails to do they shall then go to the 
next heir of Entail, and it is also an express condition that he 
shall divest himself of the fie thereof and reserve only his life-rent. 
I mean this to apply to the said first succeeding heir. Further- 
more as my late honoured Father made a very curious collection 
of the classics and other books, which it is desireable should be 
preserved for ever in the family of Auchinleck, I do by these 
presents dispose to the successive heirs of Entail of the barrony 
of Auchinleck " [here there is a word torn off] " Greek and Latin 
books, as also all manuscripts of whatever kind, lying in the house 
of Auchinleck, under the same conditions and under the same 
forfeiture as I have mentioned with regard to the Ebony Cabinet 
and dressing plate, and all my other moveable Estate or Executory 
I leave equally among my other children, the furniture in the 
house of Auchinleck to be valued by two sworn appreazers, and 
the heir to keep it at that value and pay the same to my younger 
children, excepting however all my pictures which I dispose to the 
said successive heirs of Entail under the same conditions and 
forfeiture as above mentioned, and excepting also the furniture in 
my house at Edinburgh which I bequeath to my dear wife. I 
bequeath one hundred pounds sterling to my dear brother Thomas 
David Boswell Esquire banker in London, to purchase a piece of 
plate to keep in remembrance of me in his family and to my dear 
brother Lieutenant John Boswell being a batchelor, I bequeath 
Fifty Guineas to purchase a ring or whatever other thing he may 
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tenants, after the owner's death was Utopian enough ; 
as well as the device for " curing " the absence of % 
proper stamp, 

like best to keep for my sake* To my friends the Reverend Mr. 
Temple in Cornwall, John Johnstone Esquire of Grange, Sir John 
Dick Baronet, Sir William Forbes of Pitsligo, Baronet, Captain 
John Macbryde of the Royal Navy, and Mr. Charles Dilly of 
London, bookseller, Alexander Fairlie of Fairlie, Esq. and Edmund 
Malone Esq. of the kingdom of Ireland, The Hon. Colonel James 
Stewart and George Dempster Esquire, I bequeath each a gold 
mourning ring, and I hereby leave to the said Sir William Forbes, 
the Reverend Mr, Temple and Edward Malone Esquire all my 
manuscripts of my own composition, and all my letters from 
various persons to be published for the benefit of my younger 
children, as they shall decide, that is to say they are to have a 
discretionary power to publish more or less. I leave to Mr. James 
Bruce my overseer Twenty Pounds yearly during his life and if 
he shall continue to reside at Auchinleck I leave to him the house 
he now possesses with his meal and all other perquisites. And to 
Mrs* Bell Bruce my housekeeper I leave Ten pounds yearly during 
her life with two pecks of meal weekly in case of her not liveing 
in the family of Auchinleck* Lastly, as there are upon the estate 
of Auchinleck several tenants whose families have possessed their 
farms for many generations, I do by these presents grant leases 
for nineteen years and their respective lifetimes of their present 
farms to John Templeton in Hopland, James Murdoch in Blacks- 
town commonly called the Raw, James Peden in Old Byre, 
William Samson in Mill of Auchinleck, John Hird in Hirdstown, 
William Murdoch in Willocks town, and to any of the sons of the 
late James Caldow in Stivenstown whom the ministers and elders 
of Auchinleck shall approve of, a lease of that farm in the above 
terms, the rents to be fixed by two men to be mutually chosen by 
the laird of Auchinleck for the time and each tenant. I also grant 
a lease in the like terms to Andrew Dalrymple in Mains of Auchin- 
leck, my Baron officer. And I do beseech all the succeeding heirs- 
of Entail to be kind to the Tenants and not to turn out old pos- 
sessors to get a little more rent. And in case my nomination of 
Tutors and Curators to my children being written upon unstamped 
paper should not be valid, I here again constitute and appoint my 
dear wife, Mrs. Margaret Montgomerie and my worthy friend Sir 
William Forbes of Pitsligo, or the survivor of them, to the said 
office with all usual powers and with the recommendations con- 
tained in the said unstamped deed. In witness whereof, these 
presents written with my own hand (of which I consent to the 
registration in the books of Council and Session that they may 
have full effect and thereto constitute my procurators) are sub** 



DISSIPATION— INDULGENCE IN LIQUOR — DEATH. 185 

Boswell left all his papers, and letters from emi* 
nent persons, journals, travels, etc., to his three 

scribed by me at London this twenty eight day of May, One 
thousand Seven hundred and Eighty five, before these witnesses 
Mr. Edward Dilly bookseller there, and Mr. John Normaville his 
clerk, (signed) James BoswelL Chs. Dilly witness, John Nor- 
maville witness." 

Dr. Rogers has also obtained the inventory of BoswelTs per- 
sonal estate : — 

"In the first place there pertained and belonged to the said 
defunct at the time aforesaid of his death, the articles after- 
mentioned of the values underwritten, whereof the Executor herein 
gives up in inventary the sum of Twenty Shillings sterling of the 
value of each article viz., Imprimis Four hundred and eighty three 
pounds fourteen shillings as the amount of sales of furniture books 
pictures <fcc. in the defunct's house in London. Item, Five hundred 
and Seventy six pounds eight shillings and two pence as the value 
of furniture in the house of Auchinleck estimated by two sworn 
appraisers. Item, One hundred and five pounds as the value of 
silver plate at Auchinleck exclusive of the family plate devised to 
the heir estimated at or near the bullion value. Item, One hundred 
pounds supposed about the value of the books at Auchinleck per 
catalogue in the hands of the Executor exclusive of Greek and 
Latin classics and manuscripts there, also left to the heir. Item, 
Seventy seven pounds three shillings as the value of cattle and 
stocking at Auchinleck per estimate in the hands of the Executor. 
Item, Three hundred pounds as the value of the remaining copies 
of the Life of D r - Johnson written by the defunct and sold to Mr. 
Dilly bookseller. And One hundred pounds as the supposed value 
of manuscripts left by the defunct* 

" In the second place there was indebted and owing to the said 
defunct at the time aforesaid of his death, the sums of money 
after mentioned for the reasons after specified, viz., One Pound 
sterling part of the sum of Ninety Seven Pounds eight shillings 
and Eleven pence sterling being a balance of cash in the hands of 
Mr Thomas David Boswell brother to the defunct per accompt. 
Item, One pound sterling, part of the sum of Ninety one pounds 
sixteen shillings and six pence being a claim Mr Alexander 
Boswell the heir for cash advanced to him by Mr Thomas David 
Boswell at the time of the defunct's death and credited to Mr 
Thomas David Boswell in his account with the Executor. Item r 
One pound Sterling part of the sum of Two hundred and twenty 
five pounds fourteen shillings and three pence as arrears of rent of 
the estate of Auchinleck for accounts transmitted by the factor. 
Item, One pound sterling part of the sum of Nine hundred and 
forty two pounds six shillings and seven pence sterling as the 



186 LIFE OF JAMES BOSWELL. 

executors, with a strict injunction that they should be 
published " for the benefit of his younger children." 
The only discretion allowed them was as to selection. 
The executors, however, transferred this discretion to 
Sir Alexander, who, it is said, destroyed them. Dr. 
Birkbeck Hill speaks of the " brutish " conduct of the 
family ; but it may be questioned if there was anything 
really worth preserving. A book, founded on such 
materials by Boswell himself, would have been welcome, 
but in other hands would have had little value. At all 
events, poor "BozzyV Utopian notion of providing 
for younger children out of the two or three hundred 
pounds that would be obtained as " copy money " was 
absurd. It is likely enough the heir purchased these 
scraps, and thus carried out the directions of the will. 

claim against the heirs of said estate under the Entail act for three 
fourths of the defunct's expenditure in improving the Entailed 
estate bearing interest from Martinmas seventeen hundred and 
ninety five. Item, One pound sterling, part of the sum of nine 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling as half a year's rent of said 
estate due to the Executor by law for the year Seventeen hundred 
and ninety five, being the year in which the defunct died per 
rental furnished by the factor. Item, one Pound sterling part of 
the sum of forty two pounds nine shillings and one penny being a 
balance of account due by Mr. Dilly, bookseller. Item, One pound 
sterling, part of the sum of six hundred and eighty four pounds 
sixteen shillings and eight pence being debt due by Capt n Bruce 
Boswell of Calcutta of Principal and Interest paid to the Executor 
since the defunct's death. Item, One pound sterling, paid of the 
sum of one hundred and ninety five pounds sterling being a balance 
of debt due by the Trustees of the late Mr Johnston of Grange, as 
stated by the defunct in a holograph view of his affairs made out 
by him, as at the first day of January Seventeen hundred and 
ninety five. And One pound sterling, part of the sum of seven 
hundred pounds sterling and upwards of debts due from various 
turnpike roads in Ayrshire for money advanced by the late Lord 
Auchinleck.' 
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CHAPTER XXXIIL 

BOSWELl/s FAMILY — HIS CHARACTER. 

Before considering the character of this remarkable 
being, we shall follow the fortunes of the unhappy 
children of an unhappy father. He was succeeded in 
his title and estate by his eldest son, Alexander, who 
had been educated at Eton. Some of his precocious 
sayings were thought Worthy of being recorded in his 
parent's note-book : 

"My son Alexander, one day in December, 1783, 
when in a passion at his sister Phemie for something 
she had said, used this strong expression, ' Phemie, if 
your tongue be not cut out, it will soon be full of lies.' " 
— "January 7, 1784. He understood that there was 
a violent opposition to the king ; and he imagined Sir 
Philip Ainslie was on that side. He said the king 
should send messengers to discover all that are against 
him. That would soon turn Sir Philip Ainslie's brain 
right." — "January 10th. He complained that his 
brother James beat him. Grange said he should not 
mind him, as he was but a child. ' Ay/ said he, ' but 
he must not be a big man to me' (alluding to the 
weight of his blows)." 

After his father's death, Sir Alexander, the new 
laird of Auchinleck, made the grand tour of Europe, 
and cultivated his foreign tastes. He turned out a 
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rather remarkable character, devoting himself to the 
study of old Scotch literature, attracting the notice 
of Sir Walter Scott. He had a taste for writing Scotch 
ballads, intended to be coarsely humorous and satirical, 
a taste that brought him a disaster. He also in-* 
dulged in the costly luxury of a private printing press 
at Auchinleck, whence issued reprints of old, rare 
Scottish tracts. Mr. Lockhart, who knew him, declares 
"that he had all his father, Bozzy's, cleverness, good 
humour, and joviality, without one touch of his meaner 
qualities. " His song, " Jennie the Weaver/' was often 
called for, and " he sang it capitally." 

" The late Sir Alexander," wrote Sir Walter to Mr. 
Croker, " was a proud man, and, like his grandfather, 
thought his father lowered himself by his deferential 
suit and service to Johnson* He disliked any allusion 
to the book or to Johnson himself, and I have observed 
that Johnson's fine picture by Sir Joshua was sent 
up stairs out of the sitting apartments at Auchinleck. 
Sir Alexander differed from his father in many par- 
ticulars ; he was a very high-spirited man, whereas in 
James's heirs the blood of Bruce flowed faintly and 
sluggishly, though he boasted so much of it. Indeed, 
with the usual ill-hap of those who deal in mauvaise 
plaisanterie, old Bozzy was often in the unpleasant 
situation of retreating from expressions which could not 
be defended." 

One son, David, died early in the year 1777. The 
other son, James, was a serious character, and had a 
reputation for well grounded learning and knowledge. 
His career was most creditable. He entered Oxford in 
1797, where he obtained a fellowship, and, on leaving, 
devoted himself to the study of old English lite- 
rature, editing, etc, "In the investigation of any 
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subject, his inductive judgment and discrimination were 
equally remarkable; his memory unusually tenacious 
and accurate, and he was always ready to communicate 
what he knew." When Mr. Malone died, leaving his 
great Shakespeare incomplete, he chose Mr. Boswell as 
his literary executor, and he accomplished the great task 
in a very workmanlike and satisfactory way. 

He was quite as fond of London as his father. His 
social gifts made him sought as an agreeable and accept- 
able guest, and his really good heart, and the warmth 
of his friendship when a call was made upon it, was the 
most remarkable feature of his character. 

As his friend, Mr. Taylor, tells us : " He was more 
cautious in conversation, but not less disposed to partake of 
social enjoyment. Indeed, he inherited the father's love 
of convivial pleasure. He was a barrister, and generally 
reputed to be a man of learning. His merit entitled 
him to all the friends of his father, particularly Mr. 
Malone, Mr. Windham, General Paoli, and the present 
Marquis of Lansdown. He devoted a great part of the 
morning to reading, but from his habits, and the 
general tenour of his conversation, I rather think more 
for literary gratification than for the study of his pro- 
fession. His knowledge of the floating literature of the 
day, particularly any interesting poetry or striking 
novels, was evident ; and referring to any works from 
his recommendation, I had always reason to respect his 
taste and to rely upon his judgment. 

" When he had ended his morning studies, or rather 
amusements, he used to sally forth, and pay a round of 
visits to his friends, as he used freely to say, in hopes 
among them 'to spring a dinner/ for he * strolled 
a bachelor's merry life/ as the song has it. He 
lived very retired in the morning at his chambers 
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in the Temple, and very few, if any, of his friends 
were admitted when they called. It is very probable 
that he never dined in his chambers during the whole 
year, as he was fond of company, and always a welcome 
guest at any friend's table." 

Towards the end of his life, he obtained a Commis- 
sionership of Bankrupts, a coveted form of provision, then 
attainable without much difficulty. His friend asking 
him, had it turned out profitable, he answered pleasantly, 
" Not very, as yet, but we trust to the hops." * 

He died in the Temple on Feb. 24, 1822. 

Among the mourners at his funeral in the Temple, 
was his brother Alexander; and no one could have 
imagined that within a month he was to follow 
this brother to the grave. Disaster thus seemed to 
pursue the ill-fated family. One of the daughters, 

* The catalogue of his library, which was disposed of at his 
death, is a curious and even entertaining one. The books were 
sold by Mr. Sotheby in May, 1825, and comprised over three 
thousand two hundred lots, bringing £2045. It was the library 
of a scholar, stored with classics, modern Latin writers, curious, 
rare, old English poetry, early French, scarce quarto plays, and manu- 
script fragments. Some of these rarities were sold at prices that 
would excite astonishment now, the first edition of Shakespeare's 
" Richard IIL" bringing but eight shillings. Kemble's folio of 1623 
fetched 100 guineas. He seems to have inherited all his father's 
Johnsonian papers, and the description of some of these are not 
without interest, as, for instance, " a letter of Mr. Byng's to Mr. 
Malone, describing Johnson's last moments ; " the register of the 
baptism of Johnson's father, endorsed " Father's Register; " John- 
son's manuscript notes on Lord Hailes's proof-sheets ; the two plans 
for the Dictionary, and "copy from memory by Mr. Jephson of 
Johnson's letter to Lord Chesterfield," which Mr. Boswell had, no 
doubt, found useful, though he does not mention it. More 
interesting to us are the following: "Proof-sheets of the first 
edition of Boswell's 'Johnson,' corrected in Mr. BoswelTs hand, with 
some remarkable variations, and a parcel of letters and memoranda 
relating to the * Life,' " which brought £9. Also a dictionary of 
the Scottish language in manuscript, by James Boswell, Esq., sen., 
estimated, alas ! at only sixteen shillings. 
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Veronica, Johnson's pet, lost her life, it is said, from her 
affectionate assiduity in attending her father. She died 
on September 26, 1795, The second sister, Euphemia, 
appears to have been slightly deranged. She left her 
family, wrote operas and verses, and seems to have been 
constantly begging assistance from royal personages, 
once on the ground " that she had pledged her piano- 
forte." She charged her family with casting her off, 
though it seems without reason, and desired that she 
might be buried next Dr. Johnson. 

"In 1820, party spirit was extravagantly inflamed 
in Edinburgh, and a newspaper called 'The Beacon/ 
subsidized by the Tory faction, was so personal and 
violent in its tone, that a Whig, Mr. Gibson, boldly 
attacked its unseen proprietors, and, announcing that he 
would call some of them to account in the field, suc- 
ceeded in extinguishing it. It was, however, in a short 
time followed by a new paper no less violent, called 
The Sentinel, which was encouraged and supported 
by the same party. Eancour and deadly feud raged 
afresh between the factions, and Mr. Stuart, a well- 
known gentlemen of the time, took an action for libel 
against the editors, Alexander and Borthwick. These 
men, being intimidated, offered, if the action were dis- 
continued, to give up the names of the writers of the 
attacks on Stuart He set off for Glasgow to receive 
this acknowledgment, and, to his astonishment, found 
that the worst and most personal of the attacks were 
written by a relation of his own, Sir Alexander Boswell 
of Auchinleck, with whom he had always been on ex- 
cellent terms. The hand was disguised, but the spirit 
was malevolent. " There was something in this transac- 
tion that suggested his father. Indignant and shocked, 
Mr. Stuart returned to Edinburgh to await the arrival 
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of Sir Alexander, who was in London. The latter, when 
he heard of the papers being given up, knew what was 
in store for him, and selected his friend, suggesting the 
possibility of a trip to the Rhine, " in case he should be 
the successful shot," As soon as he arrived, Lord 
Rosslyn came to him to arrange preliminaries. He 
avowed himself the author of the article, an offensive 
song in which his friend was spoken of as a coward. 

"They met," says Lord Cockburn, ''near Auchter- 
pool, in Fife, on March 22, 1822. Stuart, an awkward, 
lumbering rider, had never fired a pistol but once or 
twice from the back of a horse in a troop of yeomanry. 
He stopped at his beautiful Hillside, near Aberdeen, to 
arrange some settlements. Boswell, who was an expert 
shot, told his second, Mr, Douglas, later Marquis of 
Queensberry, that he meant to fire in the air. He fell, 
however, at the first fire. Stuart told me that he never 
was more thunderstruck than when, on the smoke clear- 
ing away, he saw his adversary sinking gently down. 
Sir Alexander died in two days.* 3tuart fled at first 
to France, but returned to stand his trial, when he was 
acquitted." 

Lord Cockburn draws this character of him : 
" Boswell was able and literary, and, when in the 
humour of being quiet, he was agreeable and kind. 
But in general he was overbearing and boisterous, and 
addicted to coarse personal ridicule. With many re- 
spectable friends his natural place was at the head of a 
jovial board, when every one laughed at his exhaustless 
spirits, but each trembled lest he should be the object 

* The ball struck him in the shoulder and shattered the blade ; 
it was supposed to have entered the spine, as the limbs were quite 
paralyzed. The unfortunate gentleman was carried to Balmnto 
House, where he was attended by his wife, Professor Thomson, 
and several surgeons of eminence. 
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of the next story or song. He even was a short time 
in Parliament. It is curious, but it was he who intro- 
duced, or at least took charge, of the Act which abolishes 
one old Scottish statute against fighting a duel or 
sending a challenge."* 

Sir W. Scott, on learning the tragic result, wrote to 
Miss Edgeworth : " The sudden death of both the 
Boswells, and the bloody end of one, have given me 
great pain." He was, indeed, warmly attached to them 
both. Sir Alexander had dined with him in Castle 
Street only two days before the casualty. That 
evening, as Mr. Lockhart recalled, " was the gayest he 
ever spent under Scott's roof. And though Charles 
Matthews was present, and in his best force, poor 
BoswelTs songs, jokes, and anecdotes showed no eclipse. 
It turned out that he had joined the party he had thus 
delighted immediately after completing the last arrange- 
ments for his duel. Several circumstances of his death 
are exactly reproduced in the Duel Scene in ' St. 
Konan'sWell.'" 

James Boswell's third daughter Elizabeth had a 
happier fate than her sisters, and was married to Dr. 
BoswelTs grandson William, an advocate, who became 
sheriff of Berwickshire. It will be interesting to trace 
the direct descendants of James Boswell. Sir Alexander, 
in 1799, married Miss Cumming, the daughter of an 
Edinburgh banker, belonging to the good and ancient 
family of Erenside, by whom he had a son and three 
daughters. One daughter died ; the others were married, 
to Sir W. Elliot and General Vassal]. Sir Alexander's 
son James, born in 1806, married in 1830, his cousin, a 
daughter of Sir James Cunningham of Corsehill, who was 
most probably a descendant of the hero of the desperate 

* " Memorials of his Time," p. 396. 
vol. n. o 
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duel that we have described. But he had daughter* 
.only. But now was to occur a proceeding enough to 
make the old judge, his ancestor, "turn in his grave." 
So lately as 1850, .his anxious longings to exclude 
female issue from the entail were frustrated by an over- 
sight. "In 1850, Sir James Boswell instituted a legal 
process to prove the invalidity of the Auchinleck entail. 
He was opposed by Thomas Alexander Boswell, of 
Crawley Grange, next heir-male, but it was held by the 
judges that as the material word ' irredeemably '. was 
written upon an erasure, the entail was inoperative. 
Relieved from the settlement of 1776, Sir James Boswell 
bequeathed Auchinleck to his two daughters as co- 
heiresses. Sir James died in 1857, when the baronetcy 
became extinct. Julia, his . eldest daughter, married 
.George Mounsey, solicitor, Carlisle, sometime mayor of 
that city. Emily Harriet, the younger daughter, married 
in 1873, the Hon. Richard Wogan Talbot, eldest son of 
Lord Talbot de Malahide." 

After allowing all credit to Boswell for his admirable, 
artistic workmanship, and judicious arrangement of his 
materials, it must be admitted that there are some 
blemishes which mar the general symmetry, and are 
difficult to account for. Nothing can be better than the 
general vivacity and the evenness of the narrative ; 
which makes us wonder the more at the introduction of 
certain ponderous disquisitions and discussions, which, 
besides being uninteresting, seem out of place, and 
disturb the interest of the story. At one exciting and 
critical passage — the touching account of Johnson's 
death — this intrusion becomes mal d propos. Thus, 
when he had begun to describe Johnson's last illness, his 
approaching end, and his dignified preparation for the 
same: "Soon after Johnson's return to the metropolis 
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both the asthma and the dropsy became more violent 
and distressful, etc. : " the author stops to supply a long 
list of his various literary schemes : then goes on to give 
k short disquisition on his knowledge of Greek, taking for 
his text, " during his sleepless nights, he amused himself 
by translating Latin verse from the Greek." Then, to 
6ur astonishment, he breaks off altogether. "I shall 
now fulfil iny promise of exhibiting " — it would be diffi- 
cult to conceive what — "specimens of various sorts 
of imitations of Johnson's style ; " and so introduces, 
Under headings, the Irish Academy, Dr. Kobertson, Miss 
Burney, and so on for several pages, returning to 
Johnson's death-bed, as abruptly as he had left it: 
" Johnson's affection for his departed relatives seemed 
to grow warmer as he approached the time, etc." These 
wanderings really destroy much of the effect of a 
natural, well-written episode. Another intrusion was 
the long disquisitions on the meaning of classical passages, 
to which a mere allusion occurs in the text. Such as 
that on the line " difficile est communia, etc.," and the 
" quern Deus vult perdere," discussed at inordinate 
length. In these, there can be little doubt, it was 
Malone who was thus airing his antiquarian knowledge. 
Other ponderous episodes are those " opinions " on Scotch 
points of law, which Boswell " worried " out of his " all 
knowing " friend ; such as the " case of the negro," " the 
oase of the schoolmaster," etc. This was an adroit mode 
•of flattering Johnson, for his " opinions " could have had 
no practical value, from his ignorance of Scotch law, and 
Were mere academical exercises. Boswell does not say 
positively that any use was made of them in the causes, 
and he no doubt considered them as so much useful 
u copy." It is amusing to find Lord Hailes and other 
luminaries affecting to take these productions " au grand 
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serieUx " and describing them "as " valuable contribu- 
tions " to Scotch law. 

In a preceding page I have noticed that, in strict 
view of form, BoswelTs work is faulty, and its artistic, 
construction open to criticism. He had undertaken 
two duties or offices which seem rather incompatible, 
or, at least, do not harmonize together. He was the 
chronicler of Johnson's life and proceedings ; standing, 
as it were, apart, gathering up facts and dates at second 
hand, and surveying the Johnsonian coterie from a 
distance, and impartially, Yet he was one of the coterie 
himself, in intimate connection with the subject of his 
memoir, and bound up with the thoughts and feelings 
and expressions of the great man, Thus, there are two 
different points of view from -which he regarded his 
hero, and, also, two different methods of narrative ; and 
he had somewhat awkwardly to shift from one to the 
other as the occasion required. The style of writing, at 
one moment becomes dramatic, recording what is passing 
before the writer, but presently sinks into historical 
narrative, as though the writer had no personal connec- 
tion with his subject.* 

The question of deciding on BoswelTs character — 
whether he was sensible, or a fool, or a combination of 
both, is one of the most intricate and most "knotty" 
points conceivable. Lord Macaulay's harsh and rather 
coarse judgment is well known, and has done poor 
Bozzy's memory much harm. But by this time the great 

* Equally to be condemned are his profuse alterations, amend- 
ments, and additions ; for, before getting ready a second edition,, 
he issued a sort of quarto pamphlet — entitled 4< Corrections and 
Additions, 9 ' with new paragraphs, letters, etc., whose places were 
marked by reference to the proper page. This clumsy and 
rather confusing arrangement he fancied would be welcomed by 
the purchasers of the first edition, who were to bind this supple- 
ment up at the end of their copies. 
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essayist's glittering and theatrical method, which sacri- 
ficed so much to brilliant antithesis, is well understood* 
In fact Boswell's character was exactly suited to his 
method ; here he could introduce his " school-boy " and 
apply his favourite form, "no man was ever so, etc., 
and yet no man was so, etc." with telling effect. 

Can a man be sensible, shrewd, clever in one 
department, and at the same time, be ridiculous, foolish, 
and unconscious of his folly in another ? It is too 
often assumed that there must be a sort of homo* 
geneousness in human character, and that intention con- 
trols every act. No doubt this can be, and is, so in 
many cases ; but, as a general rule, there is usually a 
failure in some direction. Who so clever, brilliant, and 
sagacious in many ways as Fox or Sheridan ; yet who 
so foolish and reckless in others ? Many of Sheridan's 
acts seemed those of an insane man. Goldsmith was 
called an inspired idiot. Leigh Hunt, La Fontaine, 
Fontenelle, and others, displayed an amount of sim- 
plicity, almost childish, and that seemed irreconcilable 
with cleverness and genius. 

Mr. Elwin — too long lost to the world of criticisms- 
was perhaps the first, — Carlyle's essay being, rather, 
metaphysical and controversial, — to put the matter 
in a true light. One of Macaulay's most startling 
statements was, that for such a creature to have written 
one of the best books in the world, is a strange, inex- 
plicable phenomenon* Mr. Elwin says happily, that 
it is not merely strange, nor a phenomenon, but simply 
impossible. Macaulay's Boswell was a fantastic personage 
that never existed — a fool in omnibus, who worked 
mechanically, " Could such a book -be written without 
judgment and discrimination, or without $ome know- 
ledge of the cou.rse of an infinite variety of curious and 
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important topics diseussed in it ? The authorship of a 
book giving decided proof of intellectual power, dis- 
crimination, or capacity, is a positive fact whfeh cannot 
be neutralized, or set aside by any number of wfcak 
actions, or silly speeches. It is just as logical for a 
mass of admirers or apologists to infer from his writings 
that he possesses knowledge and judgment, as for his 
assailants to conclude from his conduct or conversation 
that he is a fool. Are not the inconsistencies and 
contradictoriness of human nature a by-word ? " * 

In the same spirit, a sensible writer in Chambers* 
Encyclopaedia has said, " The remarkable merit of the 
book has led many to wonder how it could have been 
written by a man of such egregious weakness and 
vanity as Boswell. Indeed Macaulay advanced the 
preposterous paradox that it was because of his un- 
rivalled qualities as a fool, that its author had written 
the best life in existence. The true explanation, how- 
ever, is that this vanity and folly by no means make up 
the whole mental equipment of Boswell, and these 
unenviable qualities in his character have merely become 
so conspicuous because he has so much less reticence 
than ordinary men. 

" Nor could the most veracious fool have written such 
a dexterously artistic book : nothing has suffered in his 
hands, he adds not one word too much, but gives us the 
most vivid dramatic pictures by a few simple but subtle 
strokes. This is not the work of memory nearly so 
much as of artistic production ; it is not photographic 
and realistic half so much as it is idealistic and creative : 
we have here a special literary faculty, and, moreover, 
one of the rarest He had in him something of the 
true Shakespeare secret." 

* Edinburgh Review, v. 105. 
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The truth is, there is " a peccant part " — to use 
Johnson's phrase— in most clever persons. The balance 
is often disturbed by enthusiasm or excitement, and also 
by a craving for sensual enjoyments; the pleasures of 
conviviality, talk, love of expense, etc. These were 
accountable for most of BoswelTs foolish acts. He was 
tSte monti to an extravagant degree. In estimating 
character, it is no bad test to look round upon our 
acquaintances, where we are likely enough to find types 
of character that correspond with the one we are 
investigating. Who has not met persons who, when 
talking of subjects they are interested in, kindle, as it 
were, into a sort of extravagance, and form speculations 
perfectly Utopian and improbable ? Some public 
personage has done something that pleases them, and 
their tongue "grows'absolutely wanton in his praise;" 
they pierce into the future; they see amazing and 
immediate results ; everything becomes grand, splendid, 
and fruitful, to a degree that is astonishing to cooler 
natures. Boswell had this turn for exaggerated 
appreciation, and it is very common. Vanity, too, is 
another disturbing element. Indulged in, it seems to 
blunt all fine sensibility to ridicule. 

Mr. Croker's estimate of him is judicious, and happily 
expressed* 

" It was a strange and fortunate concurrence, that 
one so prone to talk and who talked so well, should be 
brought into such close contact and confidence with one 
so zealous and so able to record. Dr. Johnson was a 
man of extraordinary powers, but Mr. Boswell had 
qualities, in their own way, almost as rare. He united 
lively manners with indefatigable diligence, and the 
volatile curiosity of a man about town with the drudg- 
ing patience of a chronicler. With a very good opinion 
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of himself, lie was quick in discerning, and frank in 
applauding, the excellencies of others. Though proud of 
his own name and lineage, and ambitious of the counten- 
ance of the great, he was yet so cordial an admirer of 
merit, wherever found, that much public ridicule, and 
something like contempt, were excited by the modest 
assurance with which he pressed his acquaintance on all 
the notorieties of his time. His contemporaries indeed, 
not without some colour of reason, occasionally com- 
plained of him as vain, inquisitive, troublesome, and 
giddy ; but his vanity was inoffensive — his curiosity 
was commonly directed towards laudable objects — when 
he meddled, he did so, generally, from good-natured 
motives — his giddiness was only an exuberant gaiety, 
which never failed in the respect and reverence due to 
literature, morals, and religion. 

» " Mr. BoswelFs birth and education familiarized him 
with the highest of his acquaintance, and his good- 
nature and conviviality with the lowest. He describes 
society of all classes with the happiest discrimination. 
Even his foibles assisted his curiosity ; he was sometimes 
laughed at, but always well received ; he excited no 
envy, he imposed no restraint. It was well known that 
he made notes of every conversation, yet no timidity 
was seriously alarmed, no delicacy demurred ; and we 
are perhaps indebted to the lighter parts of his character 
for the patient indulgence with which everybody sub- 
mitted to sit for their pictures/' 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

BOSWELL AT HIS WORK. 

We now approach an interesting portion of our in- 
quiries* Boswell's record is one of the most astonishing 
monuments of accuracy and memory ; and there has 
been much speculation as to what could have been the 
method adopted by him in his system of reporting, and 
how he contrived to expand and manipulate his notes. 
In April, 1778, he himself explains that, "though I did 
not write what is called stenography, or shorthand, in 
appropriate characters devised for the purpose, I had a 
method of my own of writing half words and leaving 
out some altogether, so as yet to keep the substance and 
language of any discourse which I had heard so much 
in view, that 1 could give it very completely soon after 
I had taken it down." He must, therefore, have always 
had his note-book in his pocket, and it may be imagined 
that from practice he could set down the few " catch 
words" that might be necessary without interrupting the 
conversation* Mr. Barclay had seen Boswell lay down 
his hat and take out his note-book to record. At Streat- 
ham, and at houses where he was well known, he did not 
scruple to report regularly, and it would almost seem 
that he took so little share in what was going on, or was 
so privileged, that his proceedings caused as little g&ne 
as a professional stenographer would to a practised 
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.* Mrs. Piozzi, however, when she found how 
she had suffered from his note-taking, inveighed 
severely against what she calls "a trick, which I 
have seen played on common occasions, of sitting 
steadily down at the other end of the room to write 
at the moment what should be said in company, 
either by Dr. Johnson or to him. There is something," 
she adds, "so ill-bred, and so inclining to treachery in 
this conduct, that were it commonly adopted, all confi- 
dence would soon be exiled from society, and a conversa- 
tion assembly-room would becotae tremendous as a court 
of justice.*' Another witness, Miss Barney, gives a truly 
ridiculous portrait of the faithful reporter at his work : 
" As Mr. Boswell was at Streatham only upon a morning 
visit, a collation was ordered, to which all were assembled. 
Mr. Boswell was preparing to take a seat that he seemed , 
by prescription, to consider as his own, next to Dr. 
Johnson ; but Mr. Seward, who was present, waved his 
hand for Mr. Boswell to move further on, saying, with a 
smile, ' Mr. Boswell, that seat is Miss Burney's.' 

"He stared, amazed, . . . but, after looking round 
for a minute or two, with an important air of demanding 
the meaning of this innovation, and receiving no satis- 
faction, he reluctantly, almost resentfully, got another 
chair, and placed it at the back of the shoulder of Dr. 
Johnson, while this new and unheard of rival quietly 
seated herself as if not hearing what was passing ; for 
she shrunk from the explanation that she feared might 
ensue, as she saw a smile stealing over every countenance,, 
that of Dr. Johnson himself not excepted, at the discom- 
fiture and surprise of Mr. Boswell. ... In truth, when 

* Of his " Tour " he says, " I will not expand the text in any 
considerable degree, though I may occasionally supply a word to- 
compleat the sense, as I fill up the blanks of abbreviation." 



he met with Dr. Johnson, he commonly forbore even 
answering anything that was said, or attending to any- 
thing that went forward, lest he should miss the smallest 
sound from that voice to which he paid such exclusive, 
though merited homage. But the moment that voice 
burst forth, the attention which it excited in Mr. Boswell 
amounted almost to pain. His eyes goggled with eager- 
ness;* he leant his ear almost on the shoulder of the Doctor ; 
and his mouth dropt open to catch every syllable that 
might be uttered ; nay,' he seemed not only to dread 
losing a word, but to be anxious not to miss -a breathing ; 
as if hoping from it, latently, or mystically, some 
information. 

" But when, in a few minutes, Dr. Johnson, whose 
eye did not follow him, and who had concluded him to 
be at the other end of the table, said something gaily 
and good-humouredly, by the appellation of Bozzy ; and 
discovered, by the sound of the reply, that Bozzy had 
planted himself, as closely as he could, behind and 
between the elbows of the new usurper and his own, the 
Doctor turned angrily round upon him, and, clapping his 
hand rather loudly upon his knee, said, in a tone of 
displeasure, * What do you do there, Sir ? — Go to the 
table, Sir/ Mr. Boswell instantly, and with an air of 
affright, obeyed ; and there was something so unusual in 
such humble submission to so imperious a command, that 
another smile gleamed its way across every mouth, except 
that of the Doctor and of Mr. Boswell, who now, very 
unwillingly, took a distant seat. 

"But, ever restless when not at the side of Dr. 
Johnson,, he presently recollected something that he 
wished to exhibit, and, hastily rising, was running away 
in its search: when the Doctor, calling after him, authori- 
tatively said : ' What are you thinking of, Sir ? Why 
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do you get up before the cloth is removed ? — Come back 
to your place, Sir I ' " 

One of his note-books came into Lord Houghton's 
possession, 'who states that it contains " several sheets 
filled with anecdotes and observations of the most various 
character, written without order, and generally without 
dates. At the end are inserted many scraps of paper and 
backs of letters, on which Boswell has jotted down 
memoranda of stories and reflections." * 

Dr. Birkbeck Hill has offered on this rather perplex- 
ing subject some acute speculations, and supposes that 
these rough notes were the basis of his regular diary. 
But it will be found that this was a collection of stories, 
etc., made for a special purpose, and having nothing to 
do with the " Life." There are, indeed, a few Johnsonian 
remarks and anecdotes, which appeared in the " Life ; " 
but they are few, not more than half a dozen at most 

As Dr. B. Hill has clearly explained,! when Boswell 
was gathering his recollections from Langton, the latter 
did not produce any notes, but simply related his anec- 
dotes viva voce. "I found," says his friend, "in con- 
versation with him, that a good store of Johnsoniana 
was treasured in his mind. The authenticity of every 
article is unquestionable. For the expressions, I, who 
wrote them down in his presence, am partly answerable." 

" It is quite clear from this," adds Dr. Birkbeck Hill, 
"that Boswell had, to use his own word, ' Johnsonised ' 
the stories with which Mr. Langton supplied him. His 
friend gave him the substance of what Johnson had said, 
and Boswell then gave it a Johnsonian turn." m In fact, 

« 

* A selection was published in the miscellanies of the Philo- 
biblon Society. The whole was later printed at the end of Dr. 
Kogers' " Life of Boswell," issued by the Grampian Club. 

•f " Dr. Johnson, his Friends, etc." p. 191. 
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there is in existence one of the little books which Boswell 
used in his records, and which is distinct from the one 
described by Lord Houghton. In Mr. Pocock's John- 
sonian catalogue there was " A note-book in which Bos* 
well jotted down from day to day the actual sayings and 
doings of the eminent Lexicographer. This volume con- 
tains literary opinions and aphorisms peculiar to this great 
man, and of which many have never been published. 
He gives a specific account of the manner in which he 
compiled the Dictionary, and relates other matters of 
interest bearing on his long literary career and contem- 
poraries." But I can illustrate this point in a still more 
curious way. All readers will recall Johnson's powerful 
letter to Macpherson which begins : — 

" Mr. James Macpherson, — I received your foolish 
and impudent letter. Any violence offered me 1 shall 
do my best to repel ; and what I cannot do for myself, 
the law shall do for me. I hope I never shall be deterred 
from detecting what I think a cheat, by the menaces of a 
ruffian." Now, this was written down by Boswell at John- 
son's dictation ; Johnson, however, may not have recalled 
the exact words, for he endorsed it, " This, I think, is a 
true copy." One cannot be certain that Boswell may not 
have " touched up " what was thus dictated. However 
this may be, that industrious collector, Mr. Pocock, 
actually came into possession, not of BoswelTs copy, but 
of the original letter itself. 

"Mr. James Macpherson, — I received your foolish 
and impudent note. Whatever insult is offered me, I 
will do my best to repel, and what I cannot do for myself, 
the law will do for me. I will not desist from detecting 
what I think a cheat from any fear of the menaces of a 
ruffian." The words in italics are the variations ; the 
date is January 20, 1775. 
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But how are the different shapes of the same story in 
the printed version and in Boswell's notes to be accounted 
for ? It is clear that Boswell took the stories directly 
from this collection, and the "collection" being for the 
most part written in the early part of the acquaintance 
with Johnson, an interval of many years elapsed before 
their being used in the "Life." Did Boswell "work 
them up/' as it is called, when he addressed himself to 
the. task of writing the " Life," or did he copy them 
directly from his notes ? As we understand the account, 
what Boswell took down in his peculiar " short-hand " 
was the substance of a sentence, its meaning, the forcible 
.words used ; but when he came to compose, he found 
repetitions, the same idea or the same argument being 
repeated in different words. Here was shown BoswelTs 
admirable power of selecting the essence, not merely of 
the argument, but even of the expression, and he knew 
how to add strength by discarding what seemed de trop. 
This, itself, would be evident, even from the text itself, 
which never could have represented the talk as it came 
from Johnson's lips. The whole is too deliberate, too 
close, and too well winnowed, as it were. A few speci- 
mens will show, in a sufficiently convincing manner, I 
think, the nature of the process adopted by Boswell, 
which consisted of two distinct modes of treatment; 
viz.„ 1st, compressing, combining, and giving the essence; 
and 2nd, " touching up," and substituting, and making 
more forcible, but keeping within the form used by his 
friend. 

" ' Mr. Sheridan, though a man of knowledge and 
parts, was a little fancifull in his projects for establishing 
oratory and altering the mode of British education. Mr. 
Samuel Johnson said, " Sherry cannot abide me, for I 
allways ask him, * Pray, Sir, what do you propose to 
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do ? ' " • (From Mr. Johnson.)' 'JBoswell was talking to 
Mr. Samuel Johnson of Mr. Sheridan's enthusiasm for 
the. advancement of eloquence. " Sir," said Mr. Johnson, 
" it won't do. He cannot carry through his scheme. He 
is like a man attempting to stride the English Channel. 
Sir, the cause bears no proportion to the effect It is 
setting up a candle at Whitechapel to give light at West- 
minster.'"" 

" In the 4 Life,' " says Dr. B. Hill, "these stories about 
Mr. Sheridan are not only run into one, but they are also 
not a little altered. Boswell writes : ' He now added, 
" Sheridan cannot bear me. I bring his declamation to 
a point. I ask him a plain question : What do you mean 
to teach ? Besides, Sir, what influence can Mr. Sheridan 
have upon the language of this country by his narrow 
exertions ? Sir, it is burning a farthing candle at Dover 
to show light at Calais." ' " 

Now, here is dropped out the words " It won't do. 
He cannot carry through his scheme. He is like a man 
attempting to stride the English Channel Sir, the cause 
bears no proportion to the effect." It is evident that 
Boswell did not, when revising, recall a more correct 
version, for the result shows that a process of selection 
took place. Johnson must have used the illustration of 
Westminster and Whitechapel, but the allusion to " the 
Channel " suggested Calais, and it occurred to Boswell 
that it might be more forcible to substitute " Calais and 
Dover" in the candle illustration; and it must be 
admitted, there was a gain of effect. 

Again : " In the c Boswelliana ' we have the following 
anecdote : ' Boswell asked Mr. Samuel Johnson what 
was best; to teach a gentleman's children first. " Why, 
sir," said he, "there is no matter what you teach 
them first It matters no more than which leg you 
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'put first into your bretches. Sir, you may stand dis- 
puting which you shall put in first, but in the meantime 
your legs are bare. No matter which you put in first, 
so that you put 'em both in, and then you have your 
bretches on. Sir, while you think which of two things 
to teach a child first, another boy in the common course 
has learnt both." (I was present.)' 

" This is thus given in the c Life ' in a much more 
pithy form : * We talked of the education of children, 
and I asked him what he thought was best to teach them 
first. Johnson. " Sir, it is no matter what you teach 
them first, any more than what leg you shall put into 
your breeches first. Sir, you may stand disputing which 
is best to put in first, but in the meantime your breech is 
bare. Sir, while you are considering which of two things 
you should teach your child first, another boy has learnt 
them both."'" 

But there is one passage which supports this view in 
a very conclusive way, and exhibits BoswelTs process of 
" touching up : " " Johnson had a sovereign contempt 
for Wilkes and his party, which he looked upon as a 
mere rabble. 'Sir,' said he, 'had Wilkes' mob prevailed 
against Government, this nation had died of phthiriasisS 
Mr. Langton told me this." Boswell then adds a sort 
of colloquy with himself. "The expression morbus 
pediculosus, as being better known, would strike more. 
Lousy disease may be put in a parenthesis." Here he 
reveals his method. The obscurer Latin word was not 
likely to tell. The substituted one, and its explanation, 
he considered, was in the spirit of what Johnson had 
said, but more intelligible to the crowd. This will be 
shown from yet another instance which I have dis- 
covered. 

" A dull country magistrate gave Johnson a long 
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tedious account of his exercising his criminal jurisdic?- 
tion, the result of which was his having sentenced four 
convicts to transportation. Johnson, in an agony of 
impatience to get rid of such a companion, exclaimed, 
4 1 heartily wish, Sir, I were a fifth/ * From the " Bos- 
welliana " we learn that the scene was at Windsor, and 
the hero the mayor, with whom he dined. " But the 
fellow (said he), not content with feeding my body, 
thought he must feed my mind too, and so he told me 
a long story how he had sent three criminals to the 
plantations/ Tired to death with his nonsense, ' I wish* 
(to God), said Johnson, 'that I was the fourth/— 
.Mr. Sheridan/' 

Now here Boswell made the criminals four, and 
Johnson the fifth, to give an idea of greater tediousness 
to the narrative. But as he had it at second hand, and 
the ipsissima verba of Johnson were not reported to 
him, he felt entitled to tell it in his own way, and the 
improved shape in which he has presented it shows his 
artistic power. His making it general, with the suppres- 
sion of the verbiage, give dignity to Johnson's remark. 
This, too, makes quite clear his mode of dealing with 
communicated anecdotes such as those of Langton, 
which, as I have shown, he put into language such as 
would best express the tone of thought of his friend. 
"The authenticity of each article is unquestionable. 
For the expressions, I who wrote them down in his 
presence am partly answerable." See how carefully 
accurate he is: "partly answerable" — that is, where 
they seemed to be in Johnson's style, he accepted 
them : when not, he " edited " them. 

Even after the publication of his first edition he 
could improve and strengthen a story. Thus: "A 
foppish physician imagined that Johnson had animad- 

VOL. II. p 
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verted on his wearing a fine coat, and mentioned it to 
him, 'I did not notice you/ was his answer. The 
physician still insisted. 'Sir' (said Johnson), 'had 
you been dipped in Pactolus I should not have noticed 
you/" Now the point of Johnson's answer does not 
come with much comedy effect ; and indeed, the sup- 
position that Johnson had " animadverted " on his coat, 
seems to show that the physician did not deserve such 
a retort. This is mended in the second edition, possibly 
because another version was given to Boswell, or because 
he recalled the true one himself. " A foppish physician 
once reminded Johnson of his having been in company 
with him on a former occasion* ' I do not remember it, 
sir.' The physician still insisted, adding, that he that 
day wore so fine a coat that it must have attracted his 
notice. 'Sir/ said Johnson, 'had you, etc/" How 
•infinitely superior this version ! 

It is remarkable, by the way, that Mr. Boswell must 
have reported some of these speeches in social meetings, 
and did not suppress a good thing of the kind, even if 
directed against himself. For, in a selection of " John- 
soniana" in the European Magazine, published before 
the appearance of the " Life," we find Johnson's retort 
on Boswell as to his " coming from Scotland," and which 
the editor says had been communicated to him by Mr. 
Boswell, as if for publication. 

Sometimes Boswell "nods," and does not improve 
his story, as in this instance in the " Life : " — " I men- 
tioned that Sir James had said to me, that he had never 
seen Mr. Johnson, but he had a great respect for him, 
though at the same time it was mixed with some degree 
of terror. Johnson : ' Sir, if he were to be acquainted 
with me, it might lessen both.'" In the note-book it 
runs : "Boswell told Mr. Samuel Johnson that Sir James 



BOSWELL AT BIS WORK. 211 

Macdonald said he had never seen him, but he had a 
great respect for him, though at the same time a great 
terror. 'Were he to see me/ said Johnson, 'it would 
probably lessen both/ " 

"Boswell was saying that Derrick was a miserable 
writer. 'True/ said Mr. Samuel Johnson, 'but it is 
to his being a writer that he owes anything he has. 
Sir, had not Derrick been a writer, he would have been 
sweeping the crosses in the streets, and asking half- 
pence from everybody that passed/ " (Note-book.) 

In the "Life": "But you are to consider that his 
being a literary man has got for him all that he has. 
It has made him King of Bath. Sir, he has nothing 
. to say for himself but that he is a writer. Had he not 
been a writer, he must have been sweeping the crossings 
in the streets, and asking halfpence from everybody that 
.passed." 

"Dr. Johnson desired me to tell Sheridan he'd be 
glad to see him and shake hands with him. I said 
Sheridan was unwilling to come, as he never could 
forget the attack. ' But it was wrong to keep up re- 
sentment so long/ said the Doctor; 'the truth is, he 
knows I despise his character; 'tis not all resentment; 
partly out of habit, and rather disgust, as at a drug that 
has made him sick.' " (Note-book.) 

In the " Life : " " On Saturday, May 17, 1 saw him 
for a short time. Having mentioned that I had that 
morning been with old Mr. Sheridan, he remembered 
their former intimacy with a cordial warmth, and said 
to me, 'Tell Mr. Sheridan, I shall be glad to see him 
and shake hands with him/ Boswell: 'It is to me 
very wonderful that resentment should be kept up so 
long/ Johnson : ' Why, Sir, it is not altogether resent- 
ment that he does not visit me ; it is partly falling out 



212 LIFE OF JAMES BOBWELL. 

of the habit, — partly disgust, such as one has at a drug 
that has made him sick. Besides, I used to laugh at 
his oratory/ " Here we see that Boswell knew by heart 
Johnson's "common forms." He allots to himself the 
passage about " resentment, v and knows by instinct 
that the doctor would have answered him, " Why, sir, 
it is not altogether, etc." 

Boswell at times, when he has been negligent in 
his diary, presents a sort of miscellany or collections of 
" odds and ends " of his great friend's remarks, which 
he introduces with some such phrase as " I shall here 
insert some particulars which I CQllected at various 
times." There appeared in several numbers of the 
European Magazine for 1785, shortly after Johnson's 
death, a number of " Johnsoniana," many of which are 
met again in the "Life." These were republished in 
a little volume by Kearsley, now very scarce indeed. 
Some of these are in the form of conversations, which 
Boswell, in his book, represents as having taken place 
with him. Could he have adapted them or artfully 
manipulated them ; or did he incautiously repeat them 
to some second Boswell, who took them down and made 
this use of them ? * These are perplexing speculations. 

* In this collection there are about twenty stories which Bos- 
well used. Such as the sayings of Lord Bolingbroke not having- 
courage to "let off" his work during his lifetime; the prece- 
dence between a louse and flea; Macklin's conversation being 
a "renovation of hope; " his proposal to Mrs. Macaulay to illus- 
trate true equality ; the likening Scotch learning to a ship's crew 
on short allowance ; Lord Chesterfield being a wit among lords,, 
etc. ; Ossian being capable of being written by many men, many 
women, etc. ; Sheridan being " duly* naturally dull ; the retort on 
the fine prospects in Scotland; the king's compliment, "If you 
had not written so well; " "Who drives fat oxen; " his speech to* 
the lady who was nattering him, " Consider what it is worth ; " 
the epigrammatic criticism on Lord Chesterfield's letters; his 
reason for not giving a list of subscriptions. So with the likening 
of a conge d'elire to throwing a person out of a window and re- 
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The despised Hawkins' "Life" he must have found 
very serviceable, as here all the official acts of Johnson 
were regularly traced, Boswell did not disdain using 
a good many passages. 

To Mr. Malone, a practised critic, and litterateur 
well rtpandu, his obligations were very great. From 
Malone's notes, some of which are found in the " Malo- 
niana," he sometimes copied verbatim. Malone's judg- 
ment directed the whole arrangement of his book, and, 
we may be certain, secured the omission of much indis- 
creet matter. In fact, as the book stands at present, it 
is difficult to say what additions may not have been 
made by him, for Mr. Boswell died when the third 
edition was being got ready, which was then being 
directed by Malone. There is, indeed, to be noticed 
all through the work traces of another style or control, 
especially in the more historical portions where the 
judicial or critical faculty was requisite. 

commending him to fall soft; the declaring that fame was a 
shuttlecock to be kept np by abuse as well as praise ; the reply 
to the gentleman who did not think himself honoured by his con- 
versation ; the ridicnle of simple ballads at Miss Reynolds's, " As 
with my hat upon my head ; " and finally at his death-bed, the 
declaration of an attendant's activity being that of a turnspit, etc. 
All these Mr. Boswell adapted from their often unmeaning shape 
tm Mr. Kearsley's little book, and gave them their present point 
And effect. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

boswell's second thoughts. 

Cabefully and deliberately as he prepared his volumes,, 
he found himself obliged for various reasons to make 
alterations, having, as we have seen, embroiled himself 
with various persons who clamoured loudly against some 
too candid statements that affected their reputation. 
For it does seem as though Mr. Boswell had been guided 
in his revelations by a sort of graduated measure ; such 
as fear of the consequences ; the being indifferent when 
the persons were weak, as in the case of women and 
clergymen, or of those whom he disliked and despised, 
as rivals or competitors in the task he had on hand ; or 
in the case of those who were dead and could make no 
sign. In most cases he kept these considerations before 
his eyes, and in most instances this " canny" view was 
borne out by the event. 

A collation of the two editions — all he lived to 
publish — and a view of the " second thoughts " which 
rose in his curious mind will now be found entertaining, 
though it will be impossible to give more than a few 
specimens. 

To these second thoughts we owe some pleasant 
touches — such as in the description of Lord Errol : 
" From perhaps a weakness, or more fancy and warmth 
of feeling than is quite reasonable, I could expatiate on 
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Lord Errors good qualities." This seemed an odd way 
to be affected by a Scotch nobleman — as it was, no 
doubt, pointed out to him. Our author amends it by 
making it more general, and perhaps more absurd, by 
inserting after " reasonable," "my mind is ever im- 
pressed with admiration for persons of high birth," and 
Lord Envoi's "agreeable look" was changed into 
manners. When the account of the battle of Culloden 
was given to him, he says, " I several times burst into 
tears," which later became "I could not refrain from 
tears." After declaring that Johnson was courted by 
" all the great and all the eminent persons of his time," 
he altered " great " to " high " — thinking, perhaps, that 
great and eminent were synonymous. " High and emi- 
nent," however, seemed strange, so he eventually reverted 
to "great." Mr. Capel Lofft, he declared, had "a mind 
so much exercised in various exertions " — not an unhappy 
word, and of some force. But he changed it to " depart- 
ments." " Births are nothing," he makes Johnson say; 
but which he changed to " the register of births proves 
nothing." He quotes Warton's account of Johnson at 
Oxford : " I once had been a whole morning sliding 
[skating] in Christchurch meadow," etc., the meaning of 
which is that Boswell had left both words until he could 
ascertain from Mr. Warton which was correct. It now 
stands " sliding." 

Some of the corrections arise out of BoswelTs own 
eagerness to correct others. As when he quotes a letter 
of Cave's, suggesting to Birch that "your society should 
buy it," i.e., "Irene." "It is strange," says Boswell, 
"that a printer who knew so much as Cave, should 
conceive so ludicrous a fancy as that the Koyal Society 
should purchase a play." In his new edition he writes, 
"Dele note, and read as follows: — 'Not the Royal 
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Society, but the Society for the Encouragement of 
Learning ; " the " ludicrous fancy," therefore, being his 
own- Mentioning some praise of Johnson in The 
Champion, he says, " This paper is well known to have 
been written by the celebrated Henry Fielding. But, I 
suppose, Johnson was not informed of his being indebted 
to him for this civility ; for, if he had been apprised of 
that circumstance, as he was very sensible of praise, he 
probably would not have spoken with so little respect 
of Fielding, as we shall find he afterwards did." Dis- 
covering that the passage was written by Ralph, he 
erased these remarks. In the passage in which he 
mentions Hooker and other lights of the English Church 
as "giants, as they were well characterized by one 
triiose authority, were I to name him, would stamp a 
reverence on the opinion," he alters " one " to " a great 
personage," meaning, of course, the King. Mr. Croker 
says that " some of his Majesty's illustrious family have 
condescended to permit these inquiries ta extend to 
them," and without result It is certainly not likely 
that the old Dukes of Sussex or Gloucester would be 
likely to know to what person or on what occasion the 
happy expression was used. 

Further illustrations can be given of BoswelTs eager 
care, particularly in the correction of his work. He 
mentioned one Rolt : — " This was a sufficient specimen 
of his vanity and impudence. But he gave a more 
eminent proof of it in our sister kingdom, as Dr. Johnson 
informed me. When Akenside's 'Pleasures of the 
Imagination ' first came out, he did not put his name to 
the poem. Eolt went over to Dublin, published an 
edition of it, and put his own name to it. Upon the 
fame of this he lived for several months, being enter- 
tained at the best tables as ' the ingenious. Mr. Eolt* " 
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Boswell had originally set down this proceeding as " a 
literary fraud." But he grew nervous as he was going 
to press. " It has occurred to me," he wrote to Malone, 
" that when I mention * a literary fraud' by Rolt, I 
may not be able to authenticate it, as Johnson is dead, 
and he may have relations who may take, it up as an 
offence, perhaps a libd. Courtenay suggests, that you 
may perhaps get intelligence whether it was true. The 
Bishop of Dromore can probably tell, as he knows a 
great deal about Rolt. In case of doubt, should I not 
cancel the leaf, and either omit the curious anecdote* or 
give it as a story which Johnson laughingly told as 
having circulated ? n 

It was finally put in the form of a note : — 
" I have had inquiry made in Ireland as to this, etc/' 
Boswell s reports of his great friend's conversation 
we have tested by comparing them with his own 
notes.* It will be interesting to put them beside the 
notes of another reporter far less skilful. Among the 
dramatis persona of these various scenes was an " Irish 
Dr. Campbell," as he was called, a cheerful, light-hearted 
man, who seemed to say " whatever came into his head," 
and was acceptable enough to Johnson. He is well 
described by Boswell, who introduced him at various 
parties; of these Campbell set down notes, which in 
some cases are fuller than those of the great note-taker 
himself.f Of one dinner at General Oglethorpe's he 
gives a long report; but it will be seen that, though 
BoswelTs is not nearly so full, it more exactly expresses 
the tone of the scene, and the impressions left on his 

* Mr. Croker mentions, without giving any particulars, that 
he had seen the original MS, of the " Life." This must now be in 
existence. 

t These notes found their way to New Zealand, where they 
were printed many years ago in a little volume. 
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own mind* " On Monday, April 10," says Boswell, " I 
dined with him at General Oglethorpe's with Mr. 
Langton and the Irish Dr. Campbell, whom the general 
had obligingly given me leave to bring with me. This 
learned gentleman was thus gratified with a very intel- 
lectual party. I must, again and again, intreat of my 
readers not to suppose that my imperfect record of 
conversation contains the whole of what was said by 
Johnson or other eminent persons who lived with him. 
What I have preserved, however, has the value of the 
most perfect authenticity " — an exordium which shows in 
what a veracious spirit Boswell did his work, for on this 
day his report is very meagre, and much interesting 
matter is left out. The truth was, Boswell, having held 
out the prospect of a great treat to his friend, attempted 
to stir up " the old lion " and make him roar, as it were : 
but with the result of only irritating him. 

"He this.ilay enlarged upon Pope's melancholy 
remark, 

" ' Man never w, but always to be blest 9 

He asserted that the present was never a happy state to 
any human being; but that, as every part of life of 
which we are conscious, was at some point of time a 
period yet to come, in which felicity was expected, there' 
was some happiness produced by hope. Being pressed 
upon this subject, and asked if he really was of opinion 
that though, in general, happiness was very rare in 
human life, a man was not sometimes happy in the 
moment that wis present, he answered, 'Never, but 
when he is drunk/ He urged General Oglethorpe to 
give the world his Life. He said, 'I know no man 
whose Life would be more interesting. If I were 
furnished with materials, I should be very glad to write 
it.' Mr. Scott of Am well's Elegies were lying in the-" 
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room. Dr. Johnson observed, * They are very well ; 
but such as twenty people might write/ Upon this I took 
occasion to controvert Horace's maxim, etc. Johnson 
repeated the common remark, that ' as there is no neces- 
sity for our having poetry at all, it being merely a luxury, 
an instrument of pleasure, it can have no value, unless 
when exquisite in its kind.* I declared myself not 
satisfied. i Why, then, Sir, (said he,) Horace and you 
must settle it 1 He was not much in the humour of 
talking." 

This is meagre enough: and we now turn to the 
Irish doctor's account of the same scene : — 

"Dined with General Oglethorpe. Dr. Johnson 
pressed him to write his life, adding that no life in 
Europe was so well worth recording. The old man 
excused himself, saying the life of a private man was 
unworthy public notice. He, however, desired Boswell 
to bring him some good almanac, that he might recollect 
dates, and seemed to excuse himself on the ground of 
incapacity; but Boswell desired him only to furnish 
the skeleton, and Dr. Johnson would supply bones and 
sinews. * He would be a good Doctor/ said the General, 
'who would do that/ 'Well/ says I, 'he is a good 
Doctor ; ' at which he, the Doctor, laughed very heartily. 
Talking of America, it was observed that his works 
would not be admired there. ' No/ says Boswell, * we 
shall soon hear of his being hung in effigy/ ' I should 
be glad of that/ says the Doctor, ' that would be a new 
source of fame/ alluding to some conversation on the 
fulness of his fame, which had gone before. ' And/ says 
Boswell, ' I wonder he has not been hung in effigy from 
the Hebrides to England/ ' I shall suffer them to do 
it corporally/ says the Doctor, ' if they can find a tree 
to do it upon/ Boswell asked if he had ever been 
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under the hands of a dancing master. 'Aye, and si 
dancing mistress too/ says the Doctor, ' but I own to 
you I neveir took a lesson but one or two ; my blind 
<3yes showed me I should never make a proficiency/ 
Boswell led him to give his opinion of Gray. He said 
there w.ere but two good stanzas in all his works, viz. 
the Elegy. Talking of suicide, Boswell took up the 
defence for argument's sake, and the Doctor said that 
some cases were more excusable than others, but if it 
were excusable, it should be the last resource. c For 
instance/ says he, * if a man is distressed in circumstances, 
(as in the case- 1 mentioned of Denny) ' he ought to fly 
his country/ 'How can he fly/ says Boswell, ' if he 
has wife and children ? ' ' What, sir/ says the 
Doctor, shaking his head as if to promote the fermentation 
of his wit, 'doth not a man fly from his wife and 
children if he murders himself ?-' Boswell desirous of 
eliciting his opinion upon too many subjects, as he 
thought, he rose up and took his hat. This was not 
noticed by anybody, as it was nine o'clock, but after we 
got into Mr. Langton's coach, who gave us a set down, 
Langton said, 'BoswelTs conversation consists entirely 
in asking questions, and is extremely offensive/ I 
defended it upon BoswelFs eagerness to hear the Doctor 
apeak/ ' 

This shows how Boswell contrived to arrange or soften 
down his own reports. His " pressing him" on the 
subject, and later declaring himself "not satisfied/' 
which provoked the reply, " Then you stnd Horace must 
settle it," are revelations, made quite unconsciously, of 
his highly impolite system ; and it is evident from 
Boswell's closing remark, "Johnson was not much in 
the humour for talking," that he did not perceive, what 
everyone else did, that he had actually driven the doctor 
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away by bis persistence. We are inclined to suspect, too, 
from his complete forgetfulness of the most striking 
speeches and incidents, that the chronicler had taken too- 
much wine ; to which Johnson's remark, " Never, but 
when he is drunk," may have referred. It is likely 
that he exhibited himself unfavourably, and when he 
returned home was not in a state, or not disposed, to 
sit down and record what had occurred. 

Dr. Campbell's accounts are also curious, as showing 
us what was the general estimate at this time of Boswell. 
It would seem that his attendance on Johnson was a 
subject of delight to the wags of the coterie, who hugely 
relished the rude snubs which he encountered. These 
were actually retailed in his own presence to strangers, 
as "capital things:" as on another occasion when 
everything that could be offensive was retailed to the 
stranger. 

"April 1, 1775 " writes the Irish doctor, "dined at 
Mrs. Thrale's. There was Murphy, Boswell, and Baretti, 
the two last, as I learnt just before I entered, are mortal 
foes, so much so that Murphy and Mrs. Thrale agreed 
that Boswell expressed a desire that Baretti should be 
hanged upon the unfortunate affair of his killing, etc. 
Upon this hint I went, and without any sagacity it was 
easily discernible ; for upon Baretti's entering, Boswell 
did not rise, and upon Baretti's descry of Boswell, he 
grinned a perturbed glance. Politeness, however, 
smoothes the most hostile brows, and theirs were smooth. 
Johnson was the subject both before and after dinner. 
His bon mots were retailed in plenty. . . . Boswell 
arguing in favour of a cheerful glass, adduced his maxim 
c in vino Veritas.' * Well,' says Johnson, * and what 
then, unless a man has lived a lie ? * B. then urged 
that it made a man forget all his cares. * That to be 
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sure/ says Johnson, l might be useful if a man sat by 
such a person as you/ ... It is ridiculous to pry so 
nearly into the movements of such men, yet Boswell 
carries it to a degree of superstition. The Doctor, it 
appears, has a custom of putting the peel of oranges in 
his pocket, and he asked the Doctor what use he made 
of them ; the Doctor's reply was, that his dearest friend 
should not know that. This has made poor Boswell 
unhappy, and I verily think he is as anxious to know 
the secret as a green love-sick girl. The book with 
which Johnson presented a Highland girl was Cocker's 
Arithmetic. . . . Boswell, desirous of setting his native 
country off to the best advantage, expatiated upon the 
beauty of a certain prospect, particularly upon a view 
of the sea. ' Sir,' says Johnson, ' the sea is the same 
everywhere/ " Murphy, then, to further entertain his 
guest, told another comical story, also at BoswelTs 
expense, of his interview with Johnson — " upon his 
earnest desire of being known to the doctor," about his 
coming from Scotland. Fairly as Boswell has related 
this amusing scene, it seems likely that, from his nervous- 
ness and gaucherie he committed a good many 
absurdities. Boswell mentions none of these topics, 
and represents the discussion as turning on public 
speaking, statutes against bribery, and the like. 

" April 8. Dined with Thrale, when Dr. Johnson 
and Boswell (and Baretti as usual) were there. The 
Doctor was not in as good spirits as he was at Dilly's. 

He had supped the night before with Lady , Miss 

Jeffreys, one of the maids of honour, and Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, at Mr. Abington's. He said Sir C. Thompson 
and some others who were there spoke like people who 
had seen good company, and so did Mrs. Abington her- 
self, who could not have seen good company. He seems 
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fond of Boswell, and yet he is always abusing the Scotch 
before him, by way of joke. Talking of their nationality, 
he said they were not singular, the negroes and Jews 
being so too. Boswell lamented there was no good map 
of Scotland. 'There never can be a good map of 
Scotland/ says the Doctor, sententiously. This excited 
Boswell, who asked wherefore. ' Why, sir, to measure 
land, one must go over it ; but who could think of going 
over Scotland ! ' 

"When Dr. Goldsmith was mentioned, and Dr. 
Percy's intention of writing his life, he expressed his 
approbation strongly, adding, that Goldsmith was the 
best writer he ever knew, upon every subject he wrote 

upon. He said that had borrowed all his 

dictionary from him. 'Why/ says Boswell, 'every 
man who writes a dictionary must borrow/ ' No, sir/ 
says Johnson, 'that is not necessary/ 'Why, says 
Boswell, ' have you not a great deal in common with 
those who wrote before you ? ' ' Yes, sir/ says Johnson, 
' I have the words, but my business was not to make 
words, but to explain them.' Talking of Garrick and 
Barry, he said he always abused Garrick himself, but 
when anybody else did so, he fought for the dog like a 
tiger ; as to Barry, he said, he supposed he would not 
read. ' And how does he get his part/ says one. ' Why, 
somebody reads it to him/ and yet I know he says that 
he is very much admired. Mr. Thrale then took him by 
repeating a repartee of Murphy's. Setting Barry up 
in competition with Garrick is what irritates English 
critics, and Murphy standing up for Barry, Johnson 
said he was fit for nothing but to stand at an auction- 
room door with his pole. Murphy said Garrick would 
do the business as well, and pick the people's pockets 
at the same time. Johnson admitted the fact, but said 
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Murphy spoke nonsense, for the people's pockets were 
not picked at the door, but in the room. Then said I, 
he was worse than the pickpockets. This went off with 
a laugh." 

This story Boswell also reports, but all through he 
takes care to omit Dr. Campbell's jocose remarks. But 
it is impossible not to be struck by the infinite superiority 
of Bo3weirs method, beside which Campbell's report 
seems cold and lifeless. Boswell courageously discards 
trivial details, and with his masterly touch " dashes in " 
the doctor's manner and expression. He had in truth the 
art of the practised comedy writer, who can " abstract '* 
and put before his audience the essentials only. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 

BOSWELL SELF-REVEALED, 

In various portions of this work I have alluded to 
Mr. Croker's theory that an examination of Boswell's 
work undertaken with reference, not to Johnson, but to 
Boswell himself, would furnish new and expected lights 
in the direction of psychological study. He, indeed, 
anticipated that one result would be the discovery that 
Boswell was insane; but this seems rather a fantastic 
conclusion, and is really only one more of the many 
extravagant speculations with which his laborious and 
ingenious commentary is stored. But the inquiry he 
suggests will be found to open up more reasonable, and 
interesting questions, supplying the key to his abundant 
disquisitions on religion, and to his pleadings for 
lapses in morality, so often introduced without apparent 
purpose. In this view, it will be found, that he was 
pleading for himself. Boswell had the strongest religious 
instincts, and a very firm faith; he was even super- 
stitious to a degree ; his superstition was, further 
founded on a wholesome terror of punishment in a 
future state. Yet, as I have shown, he was enslaved 
to his vices, and his life exhibited extraordinary 
" laxity." This inconsistency he was always striving to 
hide from himself by ingenious arts and excuses. He 
felt, too, that his homilies and moralities must have 
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impressed his friends much as the " sentiments " of 
Joseph Surface did his brother Charles. Yet from be- 
ginning to end he persisted in enunciating his approval 
of a correct life, of faith, and of religion, in all sorts of 
shapes and forms. What, then, was the mystery, or 
meaning of his system ? 

The truth seems to be, it was an apologia pro vita 
sua, a vindication or palliation of himself, carried 
through steadily to the end, with much practical 
ingenuity. Nor is he so much pleading before the 
public, as pleading for himself to himself. His nervous 
anxiety as to his spiritual interests — his consciousness 
that he was helpless in controlling himself, that he was 
following evil while he knew what was good — made 
him seek feverishly and even artfully for every aid of 
extenuation — so that he might finally plead : " I have at 
least taught what was good. I have had the sanction 
and indulgence of my great friend. I have not shrunk 
from ridicule ; and I have registered for future genera- 
tions my own inconsistency/' He found comfort in 
this method, and hoped thus to encourage himself to a 
reform.* These excuses and palliations he also sought 
in the shape of little parables, as it were : he would dwell 
on the failings of others ; he would quote some dictum 
of his great friend which seemed to favour his own case. 
This uneasy state of mind must excite our sympathy 
and interest, and lead us to take a kindly view of poor 
Boswell and his struggles. 

A fair specimen of these fluctuations is his tendency 
to Catholic doctrines, of which he had never divested 
himself. We find him persistently introducing the 

* Readers will recall his curious story of the seducer, which 
need not be quoted in full, but which ends, " I would not debauch 
her mind," — which seems to exactly express his own view. 
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subject under a pretext of extracting Johnson's opinions, 
and, though he appears to put forward objections, it* is 
plain he is eager to obtain favourable answers. To the 
Catholic he suggests the type of the lax Catholic 
rather than of the lax Protestant ; he rests on ritual 
observances, and longs to go up to town to worship in 
the cathedral at Easter, etc. He had a true reverence for 
" the sacrament," which, he more than hints, he accepted 
in the Catholic sense. There is no more singular 
instance of his "crazy piety," as Johnson termed it, 
than the one he furnishes of his own devout " impres- 
sions." 

When they were at Southhill in 1781, on the first 
Sunday of the month, Boswell stayed to partake of the 
sacrament, and Johnson praised him, saying, " You did 
well to stay. I had not thought of it." Boswell speculates 
that he did not feel himself sufficiently prepared ; and then, 
as though quite pleased with his own piety, expounds the 
different opinions of " good men " on the subject. " A 
middle notion I believe to be the just one," a "long 
train of preparatory forms is not necessary, but neither 
should they rashly venture upon so awful and mysterious 
an institution." Here the well-intentioned Boswell was 
€ager to proclaim this " set off" to his failings. And he 
still feels, even when writing the account, a piously 
complacent satisfaction, and tells us that, "being in a 
frame of mind which I hope, for the felicity of human 
nature, many experience, in fine weather, at the country 
house of a friend, consoled and elevated by pious 
•exercises " (how droll and yet natural is this jumble !), 
" 1 expressed myself with an unrestrained fervour to my 
•Guide, etc. . . . My dear sir, I would fain be a good 
man : and I am very good now. I fear God and honour 
the King ; I wish to do no ill, and to be benevolent to 
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all mankind." Then it was that Johnson gave him 
sound advice about not "trusting to impressions," or 
to benevolent feelings of the kind. This picture of a 
soul which fancied itself religious because it was a fine 
day, at a pleasant country house, and then " felt good," 
was characteristic. It is odd to find that the sage rather 
encouraged this superficial form of piety in his pupil by 
an awkward example. He said he was afraid Dr. John 
Campbell "has not been inside of a church for many 
years, but he never passed one without pulling off his 
hat" adding that " he was a good man — a pious man." 
This cue was enough for Boswell, who was delighted to 
enforce and improve the precedent ; " Though Milton/' 
he says, " could absent himself from public worship, J 
cannot. " He then repeats that his friend Campbell was 
"a sincerely religious man," and, apparently, for this 
reason, — he once found him "reading a chapter in 
the Greek Testament," which was "his constant prac- 
tice." So the idea of mere ritual observance was very 
acceptable to Boswell, He himself "read Ogden's 
Sermons," and recommended them constantly. On 
another occasion, speaking of his uncle Dr. BoswelTs 
death, and describing his lax life, he added, fervently, 
that " he believed he was now in Heaven." All which 
reveals to us the state of Boswell's conscience, and the 
anxiety he had to quiet its prickings. 

He always shrank from what he called " the dreadful 
doctrine of an eternity of punishment," which he hoped,, 
but did not believe, was " figurative, and would not liter- 
ally be executed." This comfortable theory is what a man. 
of pious instincts, but of free life, would cling to ; the- 
dread of punishment would be always before him. He 
was also artfully trying to extract comfort from his 
friend. Johnson's religious counsels to him were excel- 
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lent, judicious, and full of good sense, and, we may 
fancy, did the pupil much good. As he later said, he 
talked to him on " this awful and delicate question in a 
gentle tone, as if afraid to be decisive." 

We must often admire the easy power with which 
Boswell analyzes mental processes and emotions; and 
this was owing to his study of himself and to the 
absence of affectation. Such is his comment on John- 
son^ confession of melancholy at Eanalagh : " The 
feeling of languor, which succeeds the animation of 
gaiety, is itself a very severe pain ; and when the mind 
is then vacant, a thousand disappointments and vexa- 
tions rush in and excruciate. Will not many even of 
my fair readers allow this to be true ? I suggested 
that, being in love, and flattered with the hopes of sue- 
cess, or having some favourite scheme in view for the 
next day, might prevent that wretchedness." Here is 
a delicate touch and most naive revelation of character 
to which many would not be equal. But it was Bos- 
well " all over " — some little " favourite scheme in view 
for the next day," or " being in love," would put all 
"the fumes" to flight. "While Johnson and I," he 
goes on, "stood in calm conference by ourselves in 
Dr. Taylor's garden at a pretty late hour, in a serene 
autumn night, looking up to the heavens, I diverted 
the discourse to the subject of a future state." This 
shows how picturesque was Boswell's nature, and with 
what artistic feeling he could introduce a subject. 

But we now come to a more delicate matter. 
Readers will have been struck by the frequent and 
persistent way in which Boswell introduces the subject 
of unfaithfulness in wedded life. On one notable 
occasion he urged that the "laxity" of the hus- 
band released, the wife from the contract; and; in 
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support of this doctrine, he quoted a lady, whom 
his friends would have found no difficulty in recog- 
nizing. His theories and speculations on this point are 
singular from the nmveti and earnestness with which 
they are put forward. At one time he was eager to show 
that Johnson considered it a fair matter for discussion. 
At another time, he took the side of strict morality. 
Here can be applied the principle that we have been 
considering, that Boswell had his own practice before 
him, and by this airy treatment was extenuating it to 
himself or to his friends. In another discussion on the 
same subject, Boswell shows his own mixed feelings. 
" I mentioned to him a dispute between a friend of 
mine and his lady " on this point of infidelity, " which, 
my friend maintained, was by no means so bad in the 
husband as in the wife." Johnson maintained that the 
friend was in the right " Between a man and his 
Maker it is a different thing." Boswell. " To be sure, 
there is a great difference," etc. Johnson. " The differ- 
ence is boundless." This must have been acceptable 
to Boswell ; and, as the acceptable or convenient view 
was supported on such high authority, he felt that he 
might consequently support the other side ; and so we 
find him gravely doubting if this was "entirely in 
the right." " Still, it may be maintained that, inde- 
pendent of moral obligations, it is by no means a light 
ojffence, because it must hurt a delicate attachment." 
Then he thinks that some allowance must be made 
for people living laxly in the world, that it may be 
the wife's fault, who is too straitlaced, or wanting in 
tact. So we find him putting this gloss on his friend's 
doctrine: "Here he discovered that acute discrimina-, 
tion, that solid judgment and knowledge of human 
nature, for which he was so remarkable. Taking cam 
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to keep in view the moral and religious view, he showed 
clearly from reason and good sense, the greater degree 
of culpability in the one sex, deviating from it, than the 
other ; and, at the same time, inculcates a very useful 
lesson as to the way to keep him." Again and again, 
Boawell contrived to start this rather unpleasant 
topic, which, on one occasion at least, he treats very 
broadly. " Our conversation to-day," he says, " turned 
(I think for the only time at any length during our 
long acquaintance)," etc. There is something apologetic 
in this, and he winds up : " It would not be proper to 
record the particulars of such a conversation in moments 
of unreserved frankness, when nobody was present on 
whom it could have any hurtful effect That subject, 
when philosophically treated, may surely employ the 
mind in as curious discussion and as innocently as 
anatomy, provided that those who do treat it, keep 
clear of inflammatory incentives." — a " characteristical " 
passage. He was longing to give the whole, and had 
to content himself with a sort of abstract, which was 
coarse enough. 

On one most singular passage I have already dwelt, 
namely, BoswelTs exaggeration of the failings with 
which Johnson charged himself on bis deathbed. This, 
as Mr. Croker pointed out, was certainly intended as 
palliation of BoswelTs own follies. 

Excess in drinking, with arguments in favour of 
drinking and against it, are repeatedly introduced with 
the same personal reference. His introduction even of 
Johnson's careless charges against Reynolds, in this 
respect, was an ingenious insinuation to show how 
general was the indulgence in liquor. Once Boswell was 
emboldened to declare when told that Hawkins Browne 
drank freely, and wrote his poems ; " I listened to this 
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with the eagerness of one who, conscious of being himself 
fond of wine, is glad to hear that a man of so much 
genius and good thinking had the same propensity/' * 

A still more curious passage is his comment on 
Johnson's gloomy view of life, in " Rasselas." After 
declaring that Johnson "had less enjoyment than I 
have," he devised an ingenious theory of responsibility, 
to justify lax behaviour, A Turkish lady, it seems, 
told him, that " being well depended on the way our 
blood circulated. This I have learned from a pretty 
hard course of experience; and would, from sincere 
benevolence, impress upon all who honour this book 
with a perusal : that until a steady conviction is obtained 
that the present life is an imperfect state, and only a 
passage to a better, if we comply with the divine scheme 
of progressive improvement^ — and also that it is a part 
of the mysterious plan of Providence that intellectual 
beings must * be made perfect though suffering/ — there 
will be a continued recurrence of disappointment and 
uneasiness. But if we walk in the mid-day sun of 
revelation, our temper and disposition will be such 
that the comforts and enjoyments in our way will be 

* It is sad to think that both master and pupil may be said to 
have shortened their days, by indulging their unrestrained appe- 
tites, the one for eating, the other for drink. No one was so 
eager as Johnson in warning Thrale that he was sacrificing his life 
to greed for food ; yet he himself, almost up to the time of his 
death, was literally " gorging" himself at dinner-parties. Yet he 
had had a paralytic stroke, was suffering from dropsy, asthma, and 
other afflictions, for which the only alleviation was to be found in 
strict temperance. This strange weakness in so good a man is 
extraordinary, and was quite as censurable as Boswell's failing for 
drink ; nay, he even quarrelled with his lifelong friend Dr. Taylor, 
for pressing on him the necessity of temperance, " by which alone," 
as Mrs. Thrale says, " his life could have been saved." Any one 
that could eat as Johnson did, " gobbling " his food until the veins 
in his forehead swelled, and the perspiration broke out, was placing 
himself in hourly danger of sudden death, or of fits of apoplexy, 
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relished, while we patiently support the inconveniencies 
and pains. Let us cultivate, under the command of 
good principles, 'la theorie des sensations agreables/ 
and, as Mr. Burke once admirably counselled a grave 
and anxious gentleman," — Boswell himself, no doubt, 
"' Live pleasant/ " 

When Boswell went to see the silk-mill at Derby, 
it suggested to him some singular reflections on low 
spirits — singular, because they appear to have no Apropos. 
He says he had learnt from Dr. Johnson on this occasion, 
" not to think with a dejected air of indifference of the 
works of art and the pleasures of life." He then gives 
a most wholesome " preachment," on taking unselfish 
views of life. " We are apt to transfer to all around 
us our own gloom. Before I came into this life, in 
which I have had so many pleasant scenes, have not 
thousands and ten thousands of deaths and funerals 
happened ? But have those dismal circumstances at all 
affected me ? Why, then, should the gloomy scenes 
which I experience affect others ? " This very natural 
passage shows that Boswell was trying to encourage 
and reassure himself for the future, by writing down 
this comforting reasoning. 

Another of these harmless devices was a sort of apolo- 
getic method. He knew that his friends made merry 
over his weaknesses, and that when he attempted to 
vindicate himself only laughed the louder. But in his 
book he would appeal to a higher Court — to his readers. 
Thus, in the " Tour," when he and his friend talked of 
.going to see the King of Sweden, Johnson doubted if 
he would speak to them. " ' I am sure/ said Colonel 
M'Leod, 'Mr. Boswell would speak to him. 9 But, 
seeing me a little disconcerted by his remark, he politely 
.added, ' and with great propriety/ " Satisfied with this 
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halting amende, poor Boswell offers a short defence of 
this propensity : " It has procured me much happiness. 
I hope it does not deserve so hard a name as either 
forwardness or impudence. If I know myself, it is 
nothing more than an eagerness to share the society of 
men distinguished either by their rank or their talents, 
and a diligence to attain what I desire." It is hard 
to resist this pleading, and it is, no doubt, the true 
explanation. It shows that he was well aware of the 
rather ill-natured view that was taken of his "propensity," 
and that he was not to be laughed out of his purpose. On 
another occasion he tells that in approaching the great, 
he was always for " trying " — that is, for making 
advances. In the same spirit, when Johnson declared that 
no one ought to praise or censure himself, because he 
does the latter " in order to show how much he can 
spare," Boswell urged : " It may proceed from a man's 
strong consciousness of his faults being observed. He 
knows that others would throw him down, and therefore 
he had better lie down softly of his own accord." Can we 
not see here that he is confessing to a device of his own? 
We find Boswell also revealing his own whims, preju- 
dices, and humours in an amusing way. These were 
not tolerated in society, so he found this fashion of 
making a protest. In one of the notes there is a 
pettish explosion against the introduction of children 
into company ! He is glad to have Johnson's authority 
against having " children too much about you." " The 
common custom of introducing them after dinner is 
highly injudicious; • . . they should not be suffered to 
poison the moments of festivity by attracting the attention 
of the company, and, in a manner, compelling them, for 
politeness, to say what they do not think." This vexa- 
tion is characteristic, but we can read between the lines- 
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—he had been interrupted ; the attention of the com- 
pany diverted from, him, by the noisy irruption of the 
children. He complains that parents "are too apt to 
indulge their fond feelings at the expense of their friends." 
Yet this was apropos of Langton's children — the friend 
who had helped him so cprdially and so abundantly in 
his work, and who must have been amazed to find him- 
self and his family held up to the public under a perfectly 
recognizable shape. This offers a fair specimen of this 
very entertaining fashion of reading our " Boswell" — if 
only as a study of character. 

There is a passage in the " T&ur to the Hebrides," 
which betrays rather significantly enough what an 
opinion Boswell had of himself and his position, at a 
time when he had not made his reputation. Johnson 
had said that it was advantageous for an author to be 
attacked as well as praised, like a shuttlecock which 
must be struck at both ends. On which Boswell: 
" Often have I reflected on this since, and, instead, of 
being angry at those who have written against me, have 
smiled to think that they were unintentionally subser- 
vient to my fame, by using a battledore to make me 
virorum volitare per ora" When this was written, of 
course neither the " Tour " nor the " Life " had appeared, 
and yet the author speaks of "ray fame" and of 
being in the mouths of men. He could not refer to his 
Corsican travels, which were twenty years old and 
forgotten ; his pamphlets had been little noticed ; it was 
therefore of himself as a personage — as Dr. Johnson's 
attendant — that he must have been thinking. One 
would be inclined to fancy, however, that he .foresaw 
the real fame which his great books would bring, and 
was transported, as it were, into the future ; and most 
natural and well warranted, too, was this faith. 
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Boswell's rather childish practice of "trying" his 
friend's regard, by long protracted silences when he was 
at a distance, has been mentioned. This is a really 
unhealthy note of character, indicating a sort of morbid, 
diseased state. It is likely that the first suggested 
motive was not the real one. He really shrank from 
encountering his great friend, even in a letter, or was 
brooding over some imagined offence. Then would come 
a sudden violent impulse to return to his old state of 
affection. Most persons have encountered persons of 
this disposition, and they are usually odd, uncertain 
characters, slightly unhinged. There is one episode of 
this kind. On May 3, 1779, he left London on the best 
and most affectionate terms with Johnson, and for more 
than two months would not write him a line — he says, 
"trying how he would be affected by my silence." 
Johnson wrote in wonder and alarm to know the reason 
for his silence, which Boswell answered in a rather 
strange explanation, saying that it was owing to "a 
supine indolence of mind " which had been his " state 
of existence since his return." Somewhat ashamed, 
however, he retorts upon Johnson, that — " in a livelier 
state, I had often suffered severely from long intervals of 
silence on your part, and I had even been chid by you 
for expressing my uneasiness." He wished, then, to — • 
" try whether an unusual silence would make you write 
first." However, it was now all restored by the receipt 
of Johnson's letter : he was — " beginning to grow tender, 
and upbraid myself, after having dreamt, two nights ago, 
that I was with you." He would never again put him to 
that test. 

A week later Johnson wrote, " a letter full of parti- 
culars." But he, it seetns, had not attended to it, for 
Johnson wrote him "an angry reproachful letter:" — 
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" Are you playing the same trick ? Remember that all 
tricks are either knavish or childish." But he would not 
be cheated again, etc. Johnson's letter is dated Sept. 9th, 
nearly seven weeks after the receipt of Boswell's. So 
the latter was now jealously requiring that there should 
be strict reciprocity, and that every letter should have 
its answer. This letter he answered after a week's delay, 
and in an odd strain : " Pray let us write frequently. 
A whim strikes me that we should send off a sheet once 
a week, like a stage-coach, whether it be full or not ; 
nay, though it should be empty." A lively image ; but 
the whole transaction shows a morbid, unbalanced mind, 
and it is clear that, during the few years before Johnson's 
death, the sage suffered from these humours; I have 
shown that Boswell was actually indulging in them when 
Johnson was in his last sickness; and it seems likely 
enough that, from disgust at this treatment, he forbore 
to name him in his will. 

Yet another interesting topic, suggested by the 
study of Boswell's character, is the curious one, that a 
predominating " hobby " will engender a whole tide of 
passions, which will exhibit themselves in connection 
with that hobby. Bozzy was eminently good-natured : 
he had no malice or ill will ; he was good-humoured and 
forgiving. Yet in connection with his book and the 
"god of his idolatry" he was full of hatred, malice, 
envy, and all the meaner passions. I suppose no more 
ingeniously venomous display could be conceived than 
his attack on Mrs. Thrale. I have dealt with this already ; 
but I will analyze one specimen more. Malice often 
supplies ingenuity and even wit ; and Boswell exulted 
himself in the variety and contrivance of his strokes 
against this lady. She had published the great collection 
of Johnson's letters, " hugely to the detriment.", of his 



238 LIFE OF JAMES &OSWELL 

work, as he fancied it. Among them were some of her 
own — which the lady, as he hinted, had revised, if 
not rewritten. So we have it ingeniously suggested — 
" I shall present my readers with one of her original 
letters to him at this time, which will amuse them, 
probably, more than those well-written but studied 
epistles which she has inserted in her collection ; ... it 
is also of value as a key to Johnson's answer, which, she 
has printed by itself" — i.e. had suppressed her own 
letter. Accordingly, we are given it, and it certainly, as 
he says, contrasts with her formal " cooked up " produc- 
tions — and is full of sharp strokes : " There was Mr. 
Melnoth. I do not like him," etc., " he hates the Bishop 
of Peterborough. Mrs. Montagu flattered him finely." 
Then her flatteries of Johnson, which Boswell was 
anxious to bring out. "You would hardly forget me . . . 
for I felt my regard for you in my face last night, when 
the criticism was going on." Then she says that her 
husband cannot live "unless his mouth be sewed up." 
What can she do ? " He will eat, I think." 

There is one curious instance of BoswelTs frankness 
and truth in his narration. When he said that 
Caligula wished that the people of Eome had but one 
neck, etc., General Oglethorpe corrected him, saying, 
" It was of the Senate he wished that ; " and Boswell 
records his error and its correction, without comment. 
Yet it turns out that Boswell was right, after all. 

Here is a very natural and pleasant confession. One 
night he owns that " he missed that awful reverence 
with which he used to contemplate Mr. Samuel 
Johnson/' and lamented it. "I have a wonderful 
superstitious love of mystery : when, perhaps, the truth 
is that it is owing to the cloudy darkness of my own 
mind. . . . My dissatisfaction to-night was foolish. Would 
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it not be foolish to regret that we shall Have less 
mystery in a future state ? This reflection, which I thus 
freely communicate, will be valued by the thinking 
part of my readers," etc. This is an extract from his 
journal, which must have been interesting enough. For 
he was thus following Johnson's advice to keep a record 
of the state of his mind. 

I have mentioned that Boswell was good-naturedly 
accustomed to tell people any good that was said of them 
by another. This he practised on principle. " I think, 
sir, it is right to tell one man of such a handsome thing, 
which has been said of him by another. It tends to 
increase benevolence. Johnson: Undoubtedly it is 
right, sir." Johnsop. had just been told of a most 
handsome thing said of him by a very distinguished man. 

Boswell, has scarcely obtained sufficient credit for 
his sense of humour, and his dramatic art in telling a 
story. His nice and delicate instinct in seeing weak- 
ness of character, yet without insisting on it, leaving it to 
make its impression on the reader, is extraordinary. I 
cannot resist giving two instances, familiar as they are, 
which illustrate this power in an extraordinary degree.* 

"A foreign minister, of no very high talents, who had 
been in his company for a considerable time quite over- 

* I often think that one of the most delightf nl, natural *' touches " 
in Boswell's work is this. When they were shown over Lord 
Bute's seat, Luton Hoe, " As we entered the Park, I talked," says 
Boswell, "in a high style, of my old friendship with Lord 
Mountstuart, and said ' I shall probably be much at this place* The 
sage, aware of human vicissitudes, gently checked me : ' Don't you 
be too sure of that.' " The extraordinary thing here is, that, while 
Boswell records his own exuberant anticipations, he should be 
quite conscious of their futility. He is, as it were, pointing the 
moral; and does not mind furnishing himself as an instance. 
Numbers of these pleasant passages could be quoted, and, as I 
said before, it is in this direction that Bos well's work can be 
studied with most enjoyment. 



24Q LIFE OF JAMES BOSWELL. 

looked, happened luckily to mention that he had read 
some of his c Rambler' in Italian, and admired it muck 
This pleased him greatly; . . . and, finding that this 
minister gave such a proof of his taste, he was all at- 
tention to him, and, on the first remark which he made, 
however simple, exclaimed * The Ambassador says well. 

His Excellency observes ' And then he expanded and 

enriched the little that had been said, in so strong a 
manner, that it appeared something of consequence. This 
was exceedingly entertaining to the company who were 
present, and many a time afterwards it furnished a 
pleasant topic of merriment, ' The Ambassador says 
well,' became a laughable term of applause when no 
mighty matter had been expressed." Here is a genuine 
touch of comedy ; for there is no ill nature, and yet 
there is presented a little amiable weakness of Johnson 
in a very amusing way. Another truly delightful 
sketch, done in the most delicate way, and proving 
Boswell to have been an acute observer of character, 
is the discussion between Johnson and Lord Newhaven. 
It was on the Middlesex Election — a point on which John- 
son was always vehement and intolerant. " Lord New- 
haven took the opposite side, but respectfully said : ' I 
speak with great deference to you, Dr. Johnson ; I speak 
to be instructed/ This had its full effect on my friend. 
He bowed his head almost on the table, to a complimenting 
nobleman ; and called out ' My lord ! my lord ! I do not 
desire all this ceremony : let us tell our minds to one 
another quietly/ After the debate was over, he said, 
'/ have got lights on the subject to-day, which I had 
not before/ This was a great deal from him, especially 
as he had written a pamphlet, etc." The charm here 
is the good-natured way in which Boswell exhibits his 
friend, yet with the full consciousness of the result of 
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the nobleman's flattery. And there is a sly reserve in 
the way he so simply records Johnson's speech, " I have* 
got lights, etc." One can read these two anecdotes again 
and again, and always with a smile. 

I may add here, that what most excites our 
astonishment and admiration is the skilful, adroit, 
unflagging way in which Boswell conducted his greafl 
enterprise. For some twenty years, he, as it were, 
supervised every conversation, led it, made skilful: 
suggestions, and added his own contribution. It is 
wonderful with what cleverness he would "introduce 
a subject," as he called it> or divert it; how ready 
he was with a quotation, or some scrap of knowledge 
aptly introduced ; he confesses sometimes that he would 
assume an air of ignorance, and put a question inno- 
cently, to get his friend to talk. His latest editor, Dr. 
B. Hill, makes the surprising statement that " Boswell 
was no reader" the truth being that he was a man of 
the most varied and extensive reading. And there can 
be little doubt that, without this starting of topics, this 
careful thought beforehand, and watchful selection 
of subjects, the talk would have languished or died 
out. Again, in a work of such proportions — there are 
close on two thousand octavo pages in the " Life" — made 
up chiefly of conversation, and perpetually recurring con- 
versation, it would have seemed almost impossible to 
avoid monotony, or a certain " scrappiness ;" yet in nothing 
is BoswelTs art shown so conspicuously as in the variety, 
the brightness, the ever-changing methods and devices for 
introducing these " talks." They come about in the most 
easy, natural way. There is no " piecing " them together, 
and each presents itself with an air of novelty.* 

' # Some years ago there appeared a chronicle of this kind, which 
minutely recorded the sayings and doings of Prince Bismarck daring 

VOL. II. R 
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This praise is not exaggerated; indeed a volume 
could be filled with specimens of this sort of analysis. 
I am tempted, however, to supply a few more, and thus 
to invite the Boswellian student to follow up this new 
and entertaining subject of inquiry. 

Bos well was so " penetrated " with his subject, that 
we can almost always trace in his depreciation of various 
persons some connection or interference with his 
cherished project. Of this he was, no doubt, unconscious. 
We find, in these cases, some indirect competition with 
him, or entering on the same line. Even an attempt 
at self-vindication was an attack on his text ; and any 
one who wrote an account of Johnson, however trifling, 
he managed to depreciate. 

This is shown in the case of one Tom Tyers, of the 
Vauxhall Gardens, whom he thus sketches : " He was 
bred to the law, but, having a handsome fortune, 
vivacity of temper, and eccentricity, he could not confine 
himself to the regularity of practice." Thus was he 
like J. Boswell, Esq., himself. " He therefore ran about 
the world with a pleasant carelessness, amusing every- 
body by his desultory conversation." So far, this was 
delightfully contemptuous. " He abounded in anecdote, 
but was not sufficiently attentive to accuracy ; I therefore 

the Versailles occupation — a journal laboriously kept by his secre- 
tary, Dr. Bosch. It is full, and appears to be accurate ; but Dr. 
Busch possessed no Boswellian gift of abstraction, or selection. He 
set down everything : with the result, to say nothing of the stu- 
pidity, of leaving a very unfavourable impression of the con- 
versation of the great man ; for, as we have seen, not everything 
that is spoken is suitable for record. The same principle directs 
what is called the " Society journalism " of our day ; and we 
have " topical interviews "—descriptions of persons " at home " — 
with the most trivial remarks duly recorded. It is curious that the 
result of this minature "photographic" treatment should be to 
supply no real portraiture, for such details have no genuine 
significance whatever. 
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cannot venture to avail myself much of a biographical 
sketch of Johnson which he published, being one among 
the various persons ambitious of appending their names 
to that of my illustrious friend. The sketch, is, however, 
an entertaining little collection. of fragments" He then 
praises another work of Tyer's, and adds : " This much 
/ may be allowed to say of a man who ivas eocceedingly 
obliging to me" Any student of character will be 
amused with the little struggle between evident jealousy 
and the sense of obligation, presented hefe in so natural 
and transparent a way. 

One of the best, most dramatic conversations 
recorded by Boswell — and in which the characters sustain 
their parts , in the most brilliant way, are fully discrimi- 
nated, and hold our attention to the end — is the dinner 
at Dilly's on April 15, 1778, where were Mrs. Knowles, 
" the ingenious quaker lady ; " Miss Seward ; Dr. Mayo, 
and others. Boswell is at his best, and never flags for 
an instant. That Johnson shone in the conversation is 
evident, and we cannot but admire how Mrs. Knowles 
"held her own" against the sage. Boswell has caught the 
tranquil, quakerish " note " of the lady. How dramatic is 
Johnson's attack on the young quaker convert : " She is 
an odious wench ! " etc, Mrs. Knowles afterwards pub- 
lished a report of this little discussion — which, as any one 
♦can see, is unfaithful ; but Boswell disposes of it in a note, 
which is admirable for its studied impertinence, and dis- 
paragement, though couched in a strain of affected re- 
spect. Here he felt, as I have shown, that his record — 
made almost on the spot — had a sort of sacred authenticity. 
" Mrs. Knowles — not satisfied with the fame of her needle- 
work, in which she has indeed displayed much dexterity ; 
nay, with the fame of reasoning better than women 
.generally do, as I have fairly shown her to have done, — 
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communicated to me a dialogue of considerable length, 
which, after many years had elapsed,, she wrote down 
as having passed between her and Dr, Johnson at this 
interview," We are thus prepared by this artful mixture 
of praise and depreciation. " As I had not the least recol- 
lection of it, and did not find the smallest trace of it in 
my record taken at the time, I could not, in consistency 
with my firm regard to authenticity, insert it in my 
work. ... It chiefly relates to the principles of a sect 
called quakers ; and no doubt the lady appears to have- 
greatly the advantage of Dr. Johnson, both in argument 
as well as expression. From what I have now stated, 
and from the internal evidence of the paper itself, any 
one, who may have the curiosity to peruse it, will judge 
whether it was wrong in me to reject it, however willing 
to gratify Mrs. Knowles." It would be difficult, to. 
comprise within a small space so much that was con- 
temptuous. But she was one of those who had dared to. 
write of Johnson, and on one of Mr. BoswelTs own topics. 

A young clergyman wrote, in the * Transactions 'of the 
Edinburgh Eoyal Society, a very temperate criticism of 
Johnson's line, " Panting time toiled after him in vain." 
Boswell talks of his " presumptuous petulance," " cloudy 
confluence of words," assumes that he is "a very young 
man, though called Reverend;" and concludes, "The 
learned Society, under whose sanction such gabble i& 
ushered into the world, would do well to offer a premium 
to any one who will discover its meaning ! " 

Another worthy Scotch clergyman, Mr. Burrowes,. 
had written a criticism on Johnson's style, to which 
Boswell gave some praise for its acuteness, and other 
merits. Still this person was a trespasser, so he must 
point out with gusto that " the critick of the styl? of 
Johnson says ' they are called on by every tye, etc/ '". 
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Dt. Douglas, the Bishop of Salisbury, having ven- 
tured to doubt the accuracy of a report of a remark 
of his own, was roughly treated. . In a discussion, he 
had urged that a work' of Swift's contained " strong 
facts," when Johnson turned on him and ridiculed his 
phrase: "housebreaking is a strong fact, and murder 
is a mighty strong fact, etc." Not pleased at being 
thus exhibited, he remonstrated with the reporter. He 
must have been disagreeably surprised to see that his 
position was made rather worse. "My respectable 
friend , . . observed that he must have " said . . . 
'strong facts well iarranged/ His lordship, however, 
knows too well the value of written documents to insist 
on setting his recollection against my notes taken at 
the time. He does not attempt to traverse the record " 
(which was true ; for the Bishop .says, " he must have 
said "). Boswell, however, concedes, that " it might be 
that the words escaped him," or that Johnson did not 
allow the Bishop to finish — which amounts to no more 
than that he intended to add the words, but did not. 

We have seen with what pleasant old-fashioned 
hospitality Lord Monboddo welcomed the travellers. He 
put such restraint on himself that he allowed some of 
his favourite doctrines to be attacked. Johnson, at least, 
always spoke kindly of. him, calling him " Monny," 
though in private he laughed at his theories. On one 
occasion he said that some one " talked nonsense," but 
that he was afraid Monny "did not know he was 
talking nonsense." Boswell tells us that, " His lordship 
having frequently spoken in an abusive manner of Dr. 
Johnson in my company, I, on one occasion during the 
lifetime of my illustrious friend, could not refrain from 
retaliation, and repeated to him this saying.. He has 
$ince published I don't know how many pages in one of 
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his curious books, attempting, in much anger, but With 
pitiful effect, to persuade mankind that Johnson's famd 
was undeserved," etc. It is difficult to realize the cool 
insensibility of the man who could repeat such an 
impertinence to an old venerable judge} and we can 
understand how it must have inflamed him against 
Johnson. BoswelTs enmity he was likely enough to 
have incurred by some expressed contempt 

Other of Boswell's notes are marvels of sly malice, 
Dr* Johnson wad reading Dr, Watson, the Bishop of 
Llandaff s " Chemical Essays ; " on which Boswell, gratui- 
tously : " One of the poorest bishopricks in this kingdom. 
His lordship has written with much zeal to show the 
propriety of equalizing the revenues of Bishops." This 
is good " He has informed me that he has burnt all 
his chemical papers. The friends of our excellent 
constitution would have less regretted the suppression 
of some of his lordships other writings." Imagine the 
surprise or rage of the bishop as he read ! He, no 
doubt, had met Bozzy at some dinner-party, and told 
him familiarly that he had burnt his chemical papers, 
a confidence reproduced in this offensive shape. 

At one dinner was Mrs. Hall, a worthy, pious lady, 
the sister of John Wesley, whom he knew; yet he 
describes her as "lean, lank, preaching Mrs. HaW* 
" Manners, sir," said Johnson to him once, " that is your 
want." And yet he was eager to know her brother, 
John Wesley, and waited on him. 

Most readers will have noticed how persistently 
Boswell contrives to depreciate Goldsmith, recording 
every little weakness or blunder that can make him 
ridiculous. There is an amusing tone of superior 
patronage. But Boswell seems to vindicate himself, 
as who should say, " Here is a man of genius, admired, 
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sought, and followed ; yet he is laughed at, c talks like 
poor Poll/ and made a butt of. The same people laugh 
at me, James Boswell, Esq. : so I cannot complain, 
etc." 

The observant reader will discover for himself abun- 
dant instances of the kind. 



$4§ LIFE OF JAMES BflSWELZL 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

boswell's editors. 

Mr. Boswell issued two editions of his book, the first 
in 1791, the second in 1793. He had begun to prepare 
the third, when he was interrupted by death. Neither 
of these were in such shape as would have satisfied his 
critical taste, much new matter having reached him too 
late, which he was obliged to insert out of its proper 
place ; and, as he had now leisure sufficient, there is little 
doubt that the third edition would have been a very 
complete and finished production. At his death, when 
the revision was about half done, Mr. Malone took up 
the task. As he had diligently co-operated in the pre- 
paration of the work, no one could have been better 
fitted to take the author's place ; and under his super- 
vision no less than four editions were issued, in the 
course of which many changes and material alterations 
came to be made. The sixth, or fourth from the 
author's death, was issued in 1811, and was the last 
superintended by Malone, who died in that year.* 
From the date of his death, this edition became the 
standard one, and was regularly reprinted until the year 

* To Mr. Tedder, we are indebted for a very full and accurate 
bibliography of the "Life" and the "Tour," which the true Bos- 
wellian will find an excellent aid to his studies. It will be found 
in the first volume of my own second edition of the " Life/ 1 1888. 
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1831, when it may be said' to have been supplanted by 
Mr. Croker's important edition in five volumes, which, 
under various forms, has held its place until the present 
moment There have been other reprints, upon winch 
various editors have exercised their taste and judgment. 

For exactly one hundred years, therefore, has this 
genuine and seductive book furnished occupation to 
innumerable students and commentators. But though 
the reprints have been innumerable, the list of regular, 
official editions is a small one. They are as follows :-— 
1. Mr. Malone's four editions, viz., in 1709, 1804, 1807, 
and 1811. 2. Dr. Chalmers's, in 1822. 3. Mr. F. 
Walesby's, in 1826, which is the fine Oxford edition, 4. 
Mr. Croker's, in 1831, in 1835 (with Mr. Knight's aid), 
and in 1848. These three Crokerian editions, as Mr. 
Tedder points out, differed from each other in shape, 
matter, and arrangement. 5. Mr. Carruthers's, in 
1852-3. 6. Mr. Percy Fitzgerald's first edition ^ in 
1875, second edition in 1888. 7. Rev. A. Napier's, in 
1884. 9. Dr. G. Birkbeck Hill's, in 1887. There are', of 
course, many arrangers of editions, rather than editors. 

A curious phenomenon in literary history is the 
treatment under which this great work has suffered at 
the hands of those who professed to illustrate it. 
Editors of ordinary works usually show restraint, and 
aid the author by clearing up doubtful points, obscure 
allusions, and the like. But in Boswell's case almost 
every editor, since Chalmers, has handled the book with- 
out restraint, has altered it, as it were, and in some 
cases seems to have substituted himself for the author. 
The want of taste in this procedure was extraordinary, 
for it was forgotten that Boswell's book is an agreeable 
and dramatic narrative, and its pleasant form and tone 
is outraged when it is overlaid with controversies and 
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profuse noting. Boswell, by his own notes, prescribed 
the pattern that was to be followed, thus clearly show- 
ing that any additional note was meant to be curt* 
and to the point, furnishing a name, or explaining an 
allusion* This would exclude all " parallel passages," 
illustrations, quotations, discussions, reprovings of the 
author, and the like.* 

It was Malone who first began the system of revision 
and addition, feeling, no doubt, that he was privileged 
to carry out, after the author's death, the control he had 
been allowed to exercise during the author's life. New 
letters were inserted as they came to hand, and the 
fashion was introduced of adding notes, supplied by 
Johnson's friends and others, in the shape of correction 
or illustration. Malone, however, exceeded the privi- 
leges of his executorship, in often converting notes 
into text, and vice versd, in shifting the place of notes, 
and in "revising" the text itself. These changes were 
not very material as to substance, but still such a mode 
of " settling the text," pursued through a whole series 
of editions, could only have resulted in serious departure 
from the original. He also announced that " every new 
remark, not written by the author," together with " the 
letters now introduced, are carefully included within 
crotchets, that the author may not be answerable for 
anything which has not the sanction of his approba- 
tion." This wholesome caution was respectful to the 
author and his work, his own notes being left undis- 
tinguished by any sign. That system, however, has 
long since been abandoned, and in the modern editions 
we find the author jostled by a crowd of competitors, 

* It may be urged that, in my own edition, I have exceeded in 
this way ; bat it will be seen that any comments I have made are 
" fenced off/' as it were, from Bos well's text and notes, and may be 
passed by at will. 
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his annotations being labelled with his name, bjA though 
he himself had been an intruder. 

After Malone came Mr. Croker. Not only did he 
make interpolations in the text on a vast scale, but he 
overloaded the whole with a huge bulk of elaborate 
notes* Obscure allusions guessed at, biographies fur- 
nished, blanks filled up, speculations offered, opinions 
either of Boswell or of Johnson refuted in controversial 
style, contemporary authors quoted largely, and political 
opinions and prejudices duly ventilated, — these were but 
a tithe of his contribution, which, save by a few men 
of true critical instinct, who made early protest, was 
accepted as a valuable resetting of the old Boswellian 
gem. For more than forty years has BoswelTs work 
remained embedded in this mass of concrete and rubble. 
This treatment was long ago good-humouredly exposed. 
"Four books," says Mr. Carlyle, "Mr. Croker had by 
him wherefrom to gather light for the fifth, which was 
BoswelTs. What does he do now, in the placidest 
manner? — slit the whole Jive into slips and sew them 
together into a sextum quid, exactly at his own con- 
venience. Not till after consideration can you ascertain 
now, when the cup is at the lip, which liquid it is you 
are imbibing — whether BoswelTs French wine, which 
you began with, or some of Piozzi's ginger-beer, or 
Hawkins' entire, or perhaps some other great brewer's 
penny swipes." As, however, Mr. Croker admitted his 
mistake, and in a later edition withdrew the bulk of the 
intruded matter, it would toot be fair to say more on 
this point Yet he could not bring himself to sacri- 
fice the whole of the foreign element} and his work* 
which still includes masses of Thrale and other letters, 
diaries, and the like, is no longer BoswelTs "Life of 
Johnson/' but BoswelTs " Life of Johnson, altered and 
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enlarged by Croker." The editor did not stop there, 
but proceeded to make- serious alterations in the text; 
Letters were transposed, and shifted here and there, 
on account of some inconsistency; dates were altered, 
notes rewritten, cut u£, and distributed^ or altogether 
omitted ; while good old-English adjectives, of a some- 
what coarse flavour, were struck out, and others 
substituted.' Italics were removed with loss of point, 
and the arrangement of paragraphs altered, several 
being fused into one. What, too, can be said for con- 
signing to an appendix, established especially for the 
purpose, the various legal " arguments," quotations, 
letters, which had been fixed in their proper places by 
the author himself. Such removal does violence to- the 
text ; passages such as, " Dr. Johnson then dictated to 
me the following argument for the negro," having to 
be altered to suit the omission. But it is strangle that 
it did not occur to Mr. Croker that there was a special 
interest connected with these essays, from the fact of 
their having been dictated by Johnson, and taken down 
on the occasion described. They are, therefore, a faith- 
ful record of the situation : we seem to hear the great 
sage rolling forth his full periods ; we see his follower 
recording ; and it must have been an obtuse sense which 
£ould not see that the removal of such pieces left so 
many blanks in the text. Still, as I said, it might have 
been better, if the author had omitted or condensed them, 
as they are far too long. Not less to be reprobated is the 
rude disruption of the narrative about the middle, for the 
purpose of arbitrarily inserting the "Tour to the Hebrides." 
This is defended on the ground of chronological sym- 
metry ; but the result, even in this view, is, as may be 
imagined, clumsy and confused. By this arrangement 
the reader is given the sketch of Dr. Johnson's character, 
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habits, etc., with which the "Tour" commences, though 
this has been already given at great length ; and when 
the "Life" is once more resumed, a sort of epitome of 
Johnson's proceedings in Scotland follows, so that the 
ground is in each case gone over twice. Moreover, to 
smooth the joinings, the editor took it on himself to 
alter various phrases ; but the fact that the " Tour" had 
been written many years before the " Life," in the shape 
of a diary, while the "Life" was cast in a grave and 
judicial key, ought to have at once shown that the two 
works could never have been made to harmonize. This 
is a more serious objection than Lord Macaulay's, viz., 
that the "Tour" had been perused in manuscript by John- 
son, whereas the " Life " had not Finally, the various 
advertisements to the " Tour," as well as the dedication 
to Malone, together with the characteristic abstract of 
contents, quite Boswcllian in its way, are all suppressed, 
while the text he selected for the "Tour" is a sort of 
mongrel one, compounded from the first, second, and 
third editions. 

It might be urged, however, that interpolation 
should be tolerated to a certain degree, at least as 
regards letters of Johnson's bearing on transactions in- 
completely dealt with by Boswell. Malone inserted 
several under their proper dates, notably the interesting 
and affectionate letters written by Johnson when his 
mother was dying. These Boswell had tried to obtain 
and failed, and they would probably have been arranged 
by him in the very places they now occupy. Yet, even 
in these cases, a distinction should be taken between 
the materials for a " Life," and the disposition of such 
materials. Mr. Boawell was, in his way, an artist; 
nothing is more remarkable in his great book than the 
tact, the self-denial, the power of selection, and the 
rejection of all that is surplusage. 
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BoswelTs life and character, and his peculiar rela-^ 
lation to his great friend, have become so interesting, 
that the extravagances of editors may be a little excused 
or justified as excessive zeal. Everything that con- 
cerns the pair has been explored and winnowed and 
hunted out, and the process still goes on merrily. The 
study of BoswelTs character and humours has really 
something fascinating, on the ground that in no other 
instance has such ample materials been presented to 
work on. I may claim, however, to being the first to 
work out a true psychological method for pursuing this 
interesting inquiry. This is to trace the working of 
his mind and whims, by following the changes in his 
three editions. The motives for such changes are often 
quite transparent, and the author made them supposing 
that they would be unnoticed, and thus reveals himself 
very candidly. It occurred to me, therefore, that a 
reprint of his first edition, with notes .in which these 
changes were marked, would be a useful contribution 
and entertaining addition to Boswellian literature. There 
is also the satisfaction of having before us the original 
text of BoswelTs first edition, exactly as it was printed 
— with the old spelling, punctuation, paragraphs — and 
without any of the shapings and polishings which have 
been found necessary to give it the air of a modern 
work. The breaking up of the text into chapters, with 
headings of the contents, had something to commend 
it on the score of convenience ; but it was a departure 
from the author's intention. Chapters are not to be 
formed after a work is completed, by the mechanical 
process of cutting it into fairly-proportioned lengths ; 
for the artistic writer who employs such a form of con- 
struction works to the close of a particular episode, 
when he rests, as it were, before coming to a new point 
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of departure. On this ground I was careful to 'restore 
the original form. In the " Tour " such an arrangement 
is actually inconsistent with the author's divisions, which 
are in diary shape, each day's proceedings being com- 
plete- Here, too, the original punctuation is specially 
characteristic ; the profuse " dashes," the use of capitals 
after colons and semi-colons, show the irregular nature 
of the entries — which were indeed " extracts from his 
journal/' presented almost in the state in which they 
^ere jotted down. 

This edition had also the merit of allowing Boswell 
to speak, unencumbered or jostled by a crowd of 
commentators. His work — text, notes, and alterations 
— were for the first time given complete, distinct, and 
fenced off, as it were, from all notes and illustrations 
supplied from other sources. Thus the author, with 
the results of his labour, is preserved from that " en- 
cumbering with help " with which the zeal, and perhaps 
the sense of self-importance, of friendly coadjutors has 
hitherto oppressed him. 

Now, in illustrating a book of the character of 
Boswell's " Johnson " for the use of a generation living 
subsequent to the author's time, it would seem that, at 
the outset, certain limitations for illustration should be 
fixed, and a principle sought for. Otherwise, in a large 
work of the kind, filled with names and local allusions, 
the stock of newly discovered information, gathering as 
it goes, will become inexhaustible. If all that can be 
told about such subjects is to be told, or even abstracted, 
the tide of commentary will rise higher and higher, 
until it at last will fairly submerge, or at least inundate, 
the text. A simple rule would be to put the question 
— Is this particular allusion or passage sufficiently in- 
telligible as regards the purpose for which it was intro- 
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duced? Does it illustrate, not Johnson's life, but 
BoswelTs view of that life? Would the information 
or details have been adopted by the biographer himself ? 
These tests, fairly applied, would dispose of a vast 
amount of useful, but, as it would seem, impertinent 
information which has adhered to the sides and bottom 
of Mr. Bos well's fine vessel, and has certainly impeded 
its sailing powers. Thus the innumerable biographies, 
births, and deaths of numberless obscure individuals,, 
or of writers quoted in the text, the contemporary 
accounts or illustrations of a transaction which add 
little to the version in the text, with, above all, con- 
troversy, or refutation of opinions of Boswell or John- 
son, which forms so important a portion of a commen- 
tator's notes — would be excluded by putting the ques- 
tions just given. Further, passages in Johnson's life 
omitted by Boswell should not, on the same principle, 
be supplied, or should at most be touched in the 
lightest and briefest fashion. For the fallacy that has 
misled so many editors is, that they believe themselves 
called on to supply, not Mr. BoswelVs "Life of John- 
son" but a life of Johnson — a fallacy founded on an 
inartistic appreciation of the nature of a written " life," 
which consists in the use of particular materials, the 
rejection of others, from which is educed a purpose, 
harmony, or theory, directed by a single mind.* 

When I wrote of this anticipation, that Boswell would 
be submerged in the notes and comments of his editors, I 
did not dream that the foreboding would be so speedily 
justified : nor did I forecast that Dr. Birkbeck Hill and 
his six great volumes were at hand. 

In 1887 the Oxford University Press projected an 

* It should be stated that a good deal of the above is taken 
from the introduction to my edition. 
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issue of BoswelTs " Life of Johnson," to be edited by 
Dr. G. Birkbeck Hill, of Pembroke College. No expense 
or trouble was spared. The work was fifteen months in 
passing through the press ; carte blanche was given to the 
editor for illustrations, facsimiles, etc. ; and the hand- 
some volumes at last emerged from the press, finely 
printed, on fine paper, in " Roxburghe binding/' Hero 
was, at last, the long-expected final edition of " Boswell," 
and the critics expatiated on the research, the labour, 
the ingenious discoveries of the laborious editor. Yet, 
in this cordial reception one thing was to be noticed, 
significant of the superficial character of our time. 
There was hardly a single attempt to deal critically 
with the work. No effort was made to discuss the 
editor's conclusions, or to test their value. All was 
accepted on his statements, and on the faith of his 
position as a professional critic. 

In his preface the editor explained how, from his 
youth, he had been drawn to this fascinating subject 
When he first went to college, " by a happy chance he 
turned to the study of the literature of the eighteenth 
century," owing to a sort of theme, set regularly every 
week, and which consisted in turning into Latin a 
passage from The Spectator. From Addison, in the 
course of time, he "passed on to the other great writers 
of his and the succeeding age." Yet " many and many," 
never destined to edit Boswell have; somehow, gone 
through this training during their undergraduate course ; 
in fact, have pursued the ordinary college education. 
But a solemn moment was at hand — and the account 
recalls the agitated passage in which Gibbon describes 
his walk in the garden after penning the last sentence 
of his monumental work. " A happy day came just 
eighteen years ago, when in an old shop, under the 
vol. ii. a 



258 LIFE OF JAMES BOSWELL. 

shadow of a great cathedral/' our doctor was enabled to 
secure that uncommon stall-book, " a second-hand copy 
of a somewhat early edition of 'the Life' in five well- 
bound volumes." The discovery of this rarity produced 
quite a revolution in our student As he made his 
way, he began almost unconsciously, as it appeared to 
him, to edit. And how? "Before long I began to 
note the parallel passages and allusions, not only in 
their pages, but in the various authors whom I studied." 
Other preparation for the task was also going on 
all the time. Once, when Dr. Birkbeck Hill had to 
criticize a rival edition — my own, I fancy — he read it 
through notes and all, to fill two columns of a weekly 
newspaper! Everything in his reading that "bore" 
on the subject was all the time being carefully " noted," 
until he felt that it was about time " to begin to raise 
the building " — that is, the note-books were filled with 
heterogeneous matters that remotely "bore" upon the 
subject. Then, unfortunately, his health broke down, 
and he had to go abroad. But, "ever in the sleep- 
less hours of the night I almost forgot my miseries in 
the delightful pages of Horace Walpole, and, with pencil 
in hand, managed to get a few notes" There we have 
the system — noting Walpole ! The delusion that such 
could be " editing Boswell " is extraordinary. 

In his tremendous preface of nineteen closely printed 
pages, Dr. B. Hill, with tremulous pride, proclaims 
a number of various and startling discoveries. As a 
composer gathers up his leading "motives" in the over- 
ture, so the editor, with pride and triumph, invited 
special attention to some selected specimens. He is 
almost exultant over one " find : " " That I have lighted 
upon the beautiful lines which Johnson quoted when he 
saw the Highland girl singing at her wheel, and have 
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found out who i One Giffard a parson' was, is to me a 
source of just triumph. I have not known many 
happier hours than the one in which, in the Library of 
the British Museum, my patient investigation was re* 
warded and I perused ' Contemplation.' " We can 
readily sympathize with the author's transports on thus 
discovering the name of the poem so little known, and 
perhaps uncared for. Curious to ascertain whether the 
same triumph could not be obtained without any labour 
at all, I took up the index to our old friend, the Gentle- 
man's Magazine, which Dr. B. Hill has consulted hun- 
dreds of times, and was referred to vol lxxvii., p. 1, 
p. 477, where, to my astonishment, is a short account 
of this very " Giffard a parson," with this passage : — 
" One small poem of his, entitled ' Contemplation,' was 
printed in 1752, which attracted the notice of Dr. 
Johnson, who has quoted it in his Dictionary/' Next I 
turned to Nichol's "Literary Anecdotes and Illustra- 
tions," an equally useful and often consulted vade 
meeum. There, again, was " Contemplation " revealed ! 
But further : we might expect that a poem so appre- 
ciated by Johnson would be found in his dictionary ; and 
there accordingly it is, "Contemplation," under the 
word " wheel." 

A fresh " discovery," on which our editor plumes 
himself in his preface, so far from being a discovery at 
all, is only a very serious misapplication of the meaning 
of the text. A gentleman talked of " retiring." " Never 
think of that," said Johnson. The gentleman urged, €t I 
should then do no ill." " No, nor good either. Sir, it 
would be a civil suicide." Dr. B. Hill even thinks that 
Burke was present, though Boswell speaks of his hopes 
from his patronage. He even fancies that Burke was 
meant ; and that by retiring he meant resigning office. 
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Burke was not resigning, though in one of his speeches 
he did say that, if the House of Commons persisted, he 
was prepared to bow to their wilL But any reader of 
ordinary acumen will see that this word "retiring" i& 
here used in the sense of withdrawing from the world. 
But what is conclusive is, that, in the " Tour," a Mr. 
Nairne talks of "retiring" and Johnson approved, 
" when he had done his duty to society." 

Another discovery, which yet again proves to be 
no discovery at all, refers to the well-known rather 
scurrilous passage in the "Tour," relating to Lord 
Macdonald, which Boswell suppressed in a later edition. 
The editor tells us that he had " discovered, though too 
late to be mentioned in its proper place, that there had 
been a cancel of a leaf containing pages 167, 168. ,r 
He then states how, " in my own copy, I noticed be- 
tween pages 168 and 169 a sort of guard on which the 
new leaf had been pasted," on which both binders and 
printers were agreed. This is a slight inaccuracy, for 
it will be seen from Dr. B. Hill's own statement that 
the guard, or cancelled leaf, must have been between 
pages 166 and 169; and so it is in "my own copy." 
But we " discover " that the " discovery," cancel and 
all, such as it is, is due to Mr. Croker's ingenuity, and 
was made over forty years ago ! 

There is one more of Dr. B. Hill's "discoveries'* 
for which he takes due credit. Here it is. He is afraid 
that ardent advocates of total abstinence will not be 
pleased at finding that " I have been obliged to show 
that Johnson thought that his gout was due jbo his. 
temperance." To this special attention is called in the 
preface. But, on returning to the body of the work, it 
is seen that it was pointed out by a correspondent of 
Notes and Queries. 
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It is only right to acknowledge that Dr. B. Hill 
has gathered much curious and interesting matter ; 
but it seems truly a problem why he should, with 
pride, direct attention in his preface to such trivial 
" discoveries " as these, which, on investigation, break 
down. Thus he speaks of " the light I have thrown " 
on the incident of Johnson engaging in politics with 
" single speech" Hamilton. It was well known that 
Johnson had formed this connection, and wrote for him 
a work on " Corn/' " But," said the editor, " I suspect 
there was more than this," as now we shall hear. In 
the spring of the year 1766, "Burke separated from 
Hamilton," and it seems* to Dr. B. Hill " highly prob- 
able " that Hamilton then sought Johnson's assistance. 
In almost the next sentence we are told that Hamilton, 
"on losing Burke, wrote on February 12, 1765," eta ; 
though, we have just been told, he did not lose Burke until 
a year later. Then we learn that Chambers was looked 
for to supply Burke's place, though we have been 
assured that on "losing Burke" Johnson was applied 
to; But leaving aside this confusion, we are still in the 
dark as to " the discovery " made by Dr. B. Hill, or 
"the light" he has "thrown" on the matter. We 
hear of Warton, Chambers, Burke, Hamilton, but 
nothing new about Johnson, except that "I think it 
highly probable." 

In a passage in the preface he tells us : " Johnson, I 
fondly think, would have been proud could he have 
foreseen this edition. Of BoswelTs pleasure I cannot 
doubt." He then proceeds to give proof "How 
much he valued any tribute from Oxford" (whence the 
edition issued) " is shown by the absurd importance he 
gave to a sermon preached by Mr. Agutter : " and the 
performance was so contemptible that it could only hav6 
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been admiration for Oxford that permitted him to admit 
it. But what are the facts ? Boswell was enumerating 
minutely what he calls the "accumulation of literary 
honours " which were heaped on his hero after his death, 
among which was the high compliment of a sermon in 
memory of Johnson, preached before the University. 
Could he with propriety have omitted such an honour ? 
The mention of it, and the quotation from it, was simply 
historical, and had nothing to do with personal liking 
for Oxford. The editor must therefore find some other 
reason why Boswell should be pleased with his edition. 
Nearly all Dr. B. Hill's discoveries dissolve in this way, 
and are mere fancies. 

" I hope/' says the editor, speaking rather mysteri- 
ously of his index, "I have shown that I am not 
unmindful of all I owe to men of letters." This means, 
I presume, that he has mentioned their names and 
works. But if he be thus indebted, what does not the 
existing generation owe to him% "Some relief," he 
adds, " is obtained from the burthen (of gratitude to 
the dead) if we, in our turn, make the men of our own 
time debtors to its" The passage is obscure, and may 
refer to the writers enshrined in his index, who are thus 
laid under heavy obligation to Dr. B. Hill by being 
mentioned. 

With regard to the text he has chosen, an all im- 
portant matter, the editor is rather misty and uncertain. 
He tells us that he settled on the third edition, which 
the author was preparing at his death, but did not 
publish. Yet it seems in the earlier portions he adopted 
the second edition. As Malone had prepared and edited 
the third edition, Dr. B. Hill was eager to distinguish 
the additions made by him from those of Boswell. " I 
felt it my duty," he then tells us, with solemnity, " to. 
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have the whole second edition read aloud to me, for 
comparison with the third/' which still would hardly help 
him to discriminate between Boswell's and Malone's 
work ; " but, as I read on, J was convinced that about 
all the verbal alterations were Boswell's own." This 
" being convinced " is not much aid. " I have retained 
Boswell's spelling n (such as "aweful," etc.), the editor 
tell us, "for the xeason that Boswell, in another work, 
had said that in case of a reprint he hoped that care 
would be taken of his orthography." On turning to the 
work, published twenty-three years before, we find that 
Boswell was only speaking of two forms of spelling, the 
addition of the "k" to "public," and of "u" to such 
words as "humour," and he trusted that these forms 
would be adhered to. Dr. B. Hill is scarcely justified 
in forcing or enlarging the meaning in this way. 

I have also to complain that our editor is capri- 
cious in the application of his system. Thus he points 
out about a dozen instances where Boswell has made 
alterations in the first edition of his text. Now, as it 
seems to me, this should have been carried out con- 
sistently, and every change have been noted, or else the 
matter have been left alone. I may add that in my 
own edition I have collated the two editions and noted 
these alterations, many of which are truly characteristic 
and even amusing, as they show that Boswell had acted 
under pressure of some sort. 

The last of the six great volumes is almost entirely 
devoted to Indexes and Abstracts. It is, indeed, a 
perfect "curio" in its line. Everything is odd and 
confounding. Thus, as we open it, we unfold what 
looks like a weather map, a strange mystery or diagram 
with crossed lines, and figures, and colours, and columns, 
which is described as, " A chart of Dr. Johnson's Con- 
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temporaries, drawn up by Margaret and Lucy Hill, 
on the model of a chart in Mr. Raskins Ariadne 
Florentina." Diable ! Recovering from this, we pass 
on to "Tides of many of the Works quoted in the 
Notes," filling twelve closely printed pages. Next we 
come upon what is called " Addenda : " scraps from a 
number of Johnson's letters, which, it seems, were sold 
at Sotheby's some years ago, all more or less trivial ; 
such as an account of "Young Strahan at College," 
having no relevancy to Bos well's "Life of Johnson," 
where Dr. B. Hill rambles off on his own account ; 
" My friend, Mr. C. J. Faulkener, Fellow and Master of 
University College, has given me the following extracts," 
-r— which are concerned with the election of this young 
George Strahan to the Bennett Scholarship! This 
strangely leads to a disquisition on the value of 
the Bennett Scholarship in 1764 — how much was the 
emolument, etc. Next we come to an index of these 
" Addenda ; " and then to the gigantic general index, 
which consists of no less than 288 pages, or nearly 600 
columns! It has indexes within indexes — indexes to 
Johnson's and Boswell's lives, to Scotland, Ireland, etc. 
Yet another index follows, oddly denominated "Dicta 
Philosophi," or a concordance of Johnson's sayings; 
with a third. We may contrast with this bulk Mr. 
Croker's simple; admirable index, which fills not quite 
thirty pages. 

After all this labour, the editor "will "be greatly 
disappointed if actual errors are discovered." We point 
out a few. Looking at the first of the two indexes to 
Boswell — the "Chief events of his life," the other a 
general one to his sayings and doings — the eye falls on 
one of his juvenile productions, " The Club at New- 
market, I. 383." Turning back to the page, again it 
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stands, " The Club" etc. Boswell had indeed written a 
foolish piece of doggrel, called " The Cub at Newmarket," 
the title whereof is characteristic, as he intended it as a 
description of himself, thus early showing his lack of 
self-respect. A printer s very natural " slip," it will be 
said, Cub and Club being so like. But we cannot allow 
the editor this excuse. Has he not said that he verified 
every authority, in person, twice over, once in MS., once 
in proof? The fact is, there is the same error in 
BoswelTs letters to Temple ; and this our doctor copied. 

One sort of reference in his index the editor is partial 
to. Yet it seems but a crabbed form. We turn to 
" Bute " and find : " Bute, third Earl of, Adams, the 
architect, patronises, II. 325." This seems an odd sort 
of "Pigeon" English. Adam, by the way, and not 
Adams, is the architect's name. 

In spite of the editor's boast, we have found other 
errors of reference, paging, etc., and he himself con- 
fesses that though, under the headings of America, 
Oxford, London, Ireland, etc., he sets out all that falls 
under such heads, somehow "the provincial towns of 
France, by some mistake, I did not include in the 
general article." The following is grotesque enough. 
Under " Port," we find " it is rowing without a port," 
i.e., without an object ; on which the editor refers us, 
"See Claret" Some of the Johnsonian dicta are not 
Johnsonian at all, and would appear to have slipped 
into the list from the general index. Thus we have 
dibber's old jest about the pistol missing fire ; and 
under " quare," "A writ of quare adhcesit pavimento 
( Wags of the Northern Circuit), III. 261," which refers 
to the well-known hoax upon Boswell. We have also 
Mrs. Salisbury's sayings : with the one about " No tenth 
transmitter of a foolish face," etc. ; and finally the 
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quotations — " Live pleasant, Burke ; " with Quin's and 
Lord Auchinleck's speeches about kings, and " Boswell's. 
description of himself as ' Baro,' " all which are classed 
as " sayings of Johnson." 

Everything in his edition, according to our editor's 
preface, is astonishing and hors ligne. It is hard not to- 
smile at the following : " In the forward-references, in 
the notes, to other passages, the reader may be sur- 
prised to find that, while often I only give the date 
under which the reference will be found, frequently I am 
able to give the page and volume." I doubt if this 
phenomenon has struck any reader. "But," goes on 
our doctor, " the explanation is a simple one. Two sets 
of compositors were generally at work, and two volumes 
were passing through the press simultaneously." Thus 
is the mystery of the " See post's " explained. To be 
logical, this "See post" system should be carried out 
consistently; but by .the editors own admission, it 
could only be adopted where the reference happened to 
be in one of the volumes which were being printed 
simultaneously. 

Boswell's title-page, reproduced here, is surely 
misdescribed as "Boswell's Life of Johnson, including 
Boswell's Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, and John- 
son's Diary of a-Journey into North Wales." Boswell's 
"Life of Johnson" does not include either of these 
things. His Journal was a separate work, and with 
the Diary he had nothing to do. 

In the mechanical disposition or arrangement of his 
work, the editor is scarcely orthodox. I have just 
shown how his title-page does not faithfully represent 
Boswell's. A more serious blemish is the arrange- 
ment of the notes. When a work of this kind is illus- 
trated with additions and comments by another "hand," 
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such matter should, of course, be marked with the 
writer's name, sq as to distinguish them from the 
author s. Here, strange to say, Dr. B. Hill's numerous 
notes are unsigned, and, at first sight, appear to be the 
legitimate notes of the text. We find every one of poor 
BoswelTs notes marked "Boswell," as though he were 
some intruder or outsider. A man in his own house has 
no need to label his property with his name ; if anything 
be labelled, it should be the effects of strangers. Malone, 
when preparing the third edition, was careful to mark 
every additional note by brackets and initials. Mr. 
Groker marked, with suitable reverence, all his own very 
voluminous notes, " Croker." Dr. B. Hill also' thrusts 
passages of his own composition into Bos well's notes, 
thus spoiling their symmetry. Boswell, for instance, 
furnished a business-like list of Johnson's residences : 
" 1, Bolt Court ; 2, Gough Square ; 3, Johnson's Court," 
etc. This becomes, under our editor's treatment : "17, 
Bolt Court, No. 8 (he was here on March 15, 1776, 
ante H. 427). From about 1765 {ante I. 493) to Oct. 7, 
1782 (post) he had, moreover, an apartment at Streat- 
ham." But Boswell was speaking of London residences. 
Then, with more detail, we are told that "he had a room 
either in Grosvenor Square or Argyll Street," that is, with 
the Thrales, which were not his " residences " in Bos- 
well's sense. We must doubt, too, the propriety of 
introducing a head-line over every page, of the editor's 
composition, which affects to describe the subject-matter 
of each page. This was not, at all events, BoswelTs 
idea. Another adornment, which shows a lack of delicate 
instinct, is the supplying an elaborate modern engraved 
map for the " Tour." Now, Boswell gave a very clear 
outline map, without any shading of mountains, etc.— a. 
plan or diagram of the tour, as it were, which -has- 
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a quaint, antique look. This should surely have been 
reproduced. Even in the matter of the portrait which 
faces the title-page, the editor has gone astray. Boswell 
selected a rather characteristic likeness, representing the 
doctor at his desk, pen in hand, and this we find pre- 
served in all the many editions down to Mr. Croker's. 
Boswell had good reason for his selection, as we find 
under it the inscription, "From the Portrait in the 
possession of James Boswell, Esq." Dr. B. Hill, how- 
ever, has, for some reason, substituted the well-known 
Peel portrait. Again, Boswell, in all the titles of his 
"Tour," seemed to pride himself on a piquant little 
device, which he had specially engraved, his crest, a 
hawk, and motto, " Vraye foy" This is missing in Dr. 
Hill's edition. Again, Boswell gave fac-similes of John- 
son's writing at different periods of his life, which he 
placed on a single page for convenience of comparison. 
But Dr. B. Hill supplies various huge fac-simile letters 
at full length, which have to be folded and refolded and 
unfolded, and which give a clumsiness to the volume. 
It is the same with the subject of the many fine prints 
which are introduced, but after a capricious principle. 
Thus, because Sir William Scott had presented a print 
of his friend Johnson, after Opie, to his college — where 
it is to be seen now — the editor thought fit to have it 
engraved for this trivial reason. 

Boswell, in his third edition, as the editor points out 
to us, had altered the word " forenoon " into " morning," 
on which he adds : " The correction being made in one 
of his letters renders it likely that he corrected them 
before publication." This seems confused, for he has 
just told us that the correction was not made until the 
third edition, so the letter must have been published in 
the first and second without correction. 
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One of the long appendices is devoted to an account 
of George Psalmanazar and his character. Other 
remarkable, curious, and eccentric personages alluded to 
in the text might have equal claim to this separate form 
of treatment. But will any one guess what was our 
editor's reason for selecting Psalmanazar? Not the 
importance of the adventurer; not the editor's own 
judgment, but this : " I have complied with the request 
of an unknown correspondent (' query, anonymous '), 
who was naturally interested in the history of that 
strange man." This mysteriousness is extraordinary. 
Granting that the unknown one was " naturally 
interested," was he therefore to be attended to ? He 
was not even one of our " valued correspondents " who 
supply materials. He had nothing to offer but his 
" natural interest." The editor himself apparently had 
not judged the matter worthy of treatment, but yielded 
to this probably flattering application. 

So much for the form and arrangement of Dr. B. 
Hill's work. It would take long to examine his notes, 
which, we grieve to say, all through the book, lack 
relevancy, and, in many instances, are founded upon 
complete misunderstanding of the text. Here is a 
typical specimen, and dozens of the same kind could be 
supplied. Johnson had suggested to Cave various sub- 
jects for essays, such as " Forgotten Poems," or " Loose 
Pieces like Floyer's," a mere illustration of his sugges- 
tion. Boswell does quite enough in supplying this 
note ; " Sir John Floyer's treatise on the Cold Bath, 
Gentleman's Magazine, 1734, p. 197," his purpose being 
to mark one of Johnson's contributions. " His letter," 
says the editor, " shows how uncommon a thing a cold 
bath was." Floyer, it seems, after recommending a 
" general method of bleeding and purging before the 
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patient uses the cold bath," continues : " I have com- 
monly cured the rickets by dipping children, etc., etc. 
(For mention of Floyer, see ante, etc., and post, etc.)." 
Having started this topic of bathing, we then go back 
to Locke, who, in his "Treatise on Education," had 
recommended cold bathing for children : " Johnson, in 
his review of Lucas* 'Essay on Waters' (post, 1756), 
thus attacks cold bathing," etc. (passage quoted). Then 
we have Dr. Lucas himself : " The old gentleman," he 
says, " that uses the cold bath," etc. — Literary Maga- 
zine, p. 229. After which we turn back to the text, and 
find that Johnson was not thinking of any of these things 
or persons, but had merely suggested the subject for a 
paper I Again, Cave writes that "he had received the 
reports of the speeches, some by hand, others by penny 
post." Prepared as we were, we never expected that 
our editor would actually pause here to describe the 
origin of the Penny Post. But such is duly set out, 
with an extract from the "Reports of the Commis- 
sioners, 1837." A reference to "suburbs" is made 
which sends our editor straying away on another tack. 
The word "suburbs" must have had a very limited 
signification, "for," etc. And here I must venture to 
repeat that, of all known methods of illustrating or 
commentating Boswell, the most profitless and unmean- 
ing is that of supplying " parallel passages," or extracts 
from other works. In the case of some great classic 
where the meaning is obscure, this is a well-recognized 
system, but in a record of conversations, which BoswelTs 
work virtually is, the opinions and sentiments are the 
opinions and sentiments of the moment, and are to be 
accepted quantum valeant. Johnson has declared that 
every work dealing with manners would require notes 
after a long interval of years; meaning clearly that 
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an obscure allusion, say to some custom grown obsolete, 
or to some name or fact long forgotten, should be 
explained. Nor would we exclude, as I have shown, 
discussions of personal character, as in the case of 
Boswell himself, or that of his hero ; though it may be 
questioned whether this should strictly find a place in a 
commentary. 

After these specimens of the editor's oppressive 
" parallel passage" or "notebook" system, we shall find 
quite " a superfetation of suggestion," as Johnson might 
put it, in the different fashions of considering this 
famous work. Students of all tastes will discover 
what is suited to their individual tastes — the study of 
character, the study of manners, and the like. How 
extraordinary is the phenomenon, for instance, of two 
gentlemen meeting every day for the strict purpose of 
conversation — for the discussion of the belles lettres 
and the "musical glasses"! and how strange it now 
seems that the chief talker should be willing to talk 
without an audience, and that the other should not be 
bored I This sort of thing seems out of nature in 
our day. No elderly man of such gifts would be 
content to expend them on a younger man, however 
assiduous he might be. There is one point recorded, in 
the way of manners, which has always seemed to 
my mind curious and even mysterious. Johnson once 
looked into a new book before a dinner-party began, 
and, we are told, took it in with him to table, kept 
it open on his knees, and read occasionally! This 
apparently excited neither astonishment nor remark. 
Again, at the dinner where he met Wilkes, he appears 
to have entered the drawing-room unnoticed, though 
he was the "great man" of the party, and to have 
read books- in a corner until dinner was announced. 
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Numerous little touches of this kind have surely sig- 
nificance.* 

The "Pickwick Papers/' written fifty years before, 
offers an extraordinary picture of obsolete manners, 
customs and allusions, which must seem almost un- 
intelligible to the young generation of our day; and 
some years ago the author's son supplied an edition 
with notes and comments. The effect was incongruous, 
as the grave notes and explanations seemed hostile to 
the pleasant levity of the text. It is the same with 
the " Life ; " and no one would have made such vehe- 
ment protest as Boswell himself against the overloading- 
his lively text with this inappropriate lumber. 

But here we must pause. In concluding, we may 
join in one aspiration, that some great and competent 
critic would arise to furnish light on this interesting 
study. The subject is of extraordinary interest The 
taste for Boswellian study is growing, edition after 
edition appears, yet we look in vain for direction or for 
any of those " exegetical " principles which direct other 
investigations of the same class. I have alluded to the 
strange fact that, when the University issued their im- 
portant and ambitious edition, under Dr. Birkbeck 
Hill's editorship, not a single really critical exami- 
nation of it appeared, though there were " notices " in 

* We wonder, too, occasionally, if Johnson always went in a 
hackney coach to his numerous dinners ? How curious, too, the 
tavern life of that day ! It would almost seem that no man who 
was " in town " dined at home. The Duke of Norfolk was to be 
found regularly at the Bedford Head in Covent Garden. We can 
recall these taverns which are found in " Nickleby " and u Pick- 
wick," and naturally seem to suggest adventures that could not 
occur under other conditions. Even so lately as thirty or forty 
years there were places of this kind — like the Clarendon in Old 
Bond Street — where people dined and supped in a stately way* 
To the rising generation the tavern suggests the public-house. 
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abundance. Mr. Elwin, the last of the good school of 
critics, is the one best qualified for such a survey. In 
default of such guidance, I have made an attempt in 
these past chapters to indicate, rather than expound, 
some principles of criticism ; and no one will welcome 
more gladly than I shall the advent of some sound, 
well-cultured Boswellian guide. 
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CATALOGUE RAISONNE OP BOSWELL' S WORKS. 
An Ode to Tragedy. 1761. 

Elegy upon the Death of an Amiable Young Lady, 1761. 
With commendatory letters from A. Efrskine], G. 
D[empster] , and J. B[oswell]. 1761. 

Contribntions to a collection of original poems by Dr. Blacklock and 
other Scottish gentlemen. 

The Cub at Newmarket : a tale. 4to. 1762. 

Critical Strictures on Mallet's "Elvira," by A. Erskine and 
J. Boswell. 

Letters between the Honourable Andrew Erskine and James 
Boswell, Esqr. 1768. 

An Account of Corsica, the Journal of a Tour to that Island, 
and Memoirs of Paoli. By James Boswell, Esq. Illus- 
trated with a new and accurate map of Corsica. 1768. 
Printed by the Fowlis. Published by the Dillys. 

The translations of Seneca's epigrams are by a correspondent, the 
author having made public appeal for this assistance in the Ixmdon 
Chronicle. Of the several translations sent he chose those signed " Pa- 
tricia," who proved to be the well-known Thomas Day. The book was 
revised by Lord Monboddo, Lord Hailes, Rev. Mr. Wyvil, and Rev. Mr. 
Temple. Count Rivarola also assisted. The Rev. Mr. Buroaby, English 
Chaplain at Leghorn, who travelled through Corsica in 1766, with the 
eccentric Bishop of Derry, lent his journal, of which Mr. Boswell made use. 
Mr. John Dick the Consul at Leghorn, Casa Bianca, Buttafoco, and the 
Abb6 Rostini also gave their aid. The book concludes with a remark of 
Mr. Pitt's, made no doubt to the author, at their interview : " It may be 
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said of Paoli, as the Cardinal de Betz paid of Montrose : He is one of those 
men who are no longer to be found but in the ' Lives of Plutarch/" It 
will be noted that Boswell, in both his books of travels, used the phrase, 
"Journal of a Tour to the Island" and "Journal of a Tour to the 
Hebrides." This would appear to be the use of the stricter sense of the 
word " tour," as " excursion or journey to." 

Essence of the Douglas Cause. 1767. 

Previously published in the Scots Magazine. I have never seen a copy 
of this little volume. 

Dorando : an allegory. 1767. 

An Account of Corsica. Second Edition. Dillys. 1768. 

An Account of Corsica. Third Edition, corrected. 1769. 

Often described in booksellers' lists as wanting passages contained in 
the first two editions, but it has exactly the same number of pages as the 
preceding one, viz. pp. xxii., 384. 

British Essays in Favour of the Brave Corsicans. By several 
hands. Collected and published by James Boswell. 
1769. 
A reprint of letters that appeared in the newspapers. 

The Decision of the Court of Session ... in the cause of 
J. Hinton . . . pursuer, against A. Donaldson. Pub- 
lished by J. Boswell, Esq. 4to. 1774. . 

A Letter to the People of Scotland on the Present State of 
the Nation. Edinburgh. 1783. 

Another Edition. London. 1784. 

A Letter to the People of Scotland on the alarming attempt 
to infringe the Articles of the Union, and introduce a 
most pernicious innovation by diminishing the number 
of the Lords_of Session. Dated May, 1785. 

Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides with Samuel Johnson, 
LL.D., by James Boswell, Esq. Containing some poetical 
pieces by Dr. Johnson, relative to the Tour, and never 
before published : a series of his Conversation, Literary 
Anecdotes, and Opinions of Men and Books. With an 
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authehtick account of the Distresses and Escape of the 
Grandson of King James II. in the year 1746. 

" And while along the stream of time, thy name 
Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame, 
Say, shall my little bark attendant sail, 
Pursue the triumph and partake the gale? " 

Pope. 

Under which is a " device," " Vraye Foy," over a hooded 
hawk, with " J. B." underneath. London, printed by 
Henry Baldwin for Charles Dilly in the Poultry. 1785. 

There is a dedication to Malone of three pages, dated September 20, 
1785. And on the verso a character from Baker's Chronicle. There are 
524 pp., and thirteen lines of trifling errata. Under which is the adver- 
tisement of the forthcoming life, already quoted in the text. 

On the title-page of the " Life " Boswell announced a " series" of his 
" conversations," not " conversation/' as here. 

Journal of a Tour, etc. (a piracy). Dublin. Byrne, &c. 
1785. 

Journal of a Tour, etc. Second Edition, revised. 1785. 

Boswell professes that, in spite of omissions, this edition contains over 
twenty pages of additional matter— which is a serious exaggeration, as 
there are not more than three or four additional pages. In this a copper- 
plate " device " was substituted for the rude wood block. At the ena is 
an appendix containing Dr. Blacklock's letter and Lord Macdonald's Latin 
verses. To this edition was added the pleasant and dramatic abstract of 
each chapter, which lightens up the whole. It is a pity, however, 
that an index was not supplied. There is no book in which it is so difficult 
to find any particular passage: such almost seems to hide itself perversely, 
and the only way is to begin at the first page and go " doggedly " through. 

Journal of a Tour, etc. Third Edition, revised. 1786, 

This contained an "advertisement to the Third Edition," dated 
August 15th, in which he speaks of " two large impressions " which had 
been exhausted, and of a defence which a gentleman had written of 
the work— I presume the one that appeared in the Qentietnan's Magazine. 

No further edition was called for during the rest of Boswell's lifetime 
—for some seven years. But when the " Life " appeared in May, 1791, he 
made this announcement: — 

M At the same time will be published The Journal of a Tour, etc., the 
Third Edition corrected, to which is now added a map describing the 
route of the travellers. N.B. The map may be had separately, price 6U, 
to accommodate purchasers of the former editions." This was, no doubt, 
some of the old " stock " of the Third Edition, still on hand, that was to 
" partake the gale " of the " Life/' which was " swelled " by the' map. 

II. T 3 
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A German Translation of the "Tour:" Tagebuch einer 
Raise nach den Hebridisehen Inseln mit Doctor S. 
Johnson. Nach der Bweyten Ausgabe aus denn Eng- 
lischen iibersetzt. A. Willenberg. Lubeck. 1786. 

A Conversation between his Majesty George III. and Samuel 
Johnson, illustrated with observations by J. B. 4to. 
1790. 

The Celebrated Letter from Samuel Johnson to Philip Dormer 

Stanhope, Earl of Chesterfield. With notes by J. B. 

4to. 1790. 

These leaves were published at the prohibitory price of half a guinea, 
Boswell wishing to protect himself against being anticipated. The " con- 
versation/' as is shown in the " Life/' was made up from the reports of 
many persons, and was likely enough to get abroad. In the letter to Lord 
Chesterfield, Boswell surely could have had no property. 

No Abolition of Slavery ; or, the Universal Empire of Love. 
A Poem. 1791. (Probably suppressed, as it is introuvable.) 

We now come to the " Life of Johnson." It will be interesting to 
turn to the advertisements in the London Chronicle, Public Ledger, and 
other journals. On April 28th, we read that — " On Monday the 16th May 
will be published, in two volumes, quarto, price two guineas in boards, 
(dedicated to Sir Joshua Reynolds) and illustrated with the following 
plates : — Dr. Johnson, by Heath, from the large picture painted by Sir 
Joshua Eeynolds in 1756, being the first, and never before engraved; 
Fac-similes of his handwriting at different periods; and a Hound Robin 
addressed to him concerning his letter on Dr. Goldsmith. ' The Life of 
Samuel Johnson, LL.D., comprehending," etc. (the title-page reproduced). 

" \* The extraordinary zeal which has been shown by distinguished 
persons in all quarters in supplying additional information, authentic 
manuscripts, and singular anecdotes of Dr. Johnson, has occasioned such 
an enlargement of this work, that it has been unavoidably delayed much 
longer than was intended. 

"At the same time will be published ' The Journal of a Tour, &c' 
The 3rd edition, corrected. To which is now added a Map " (quoted 
before). 

The Life of Johnson. The First Edition. The Life of 
Samuel Johnson, LL.D., comprehending an account of 
his studies and numerous works, in chronological order; 
a series of his epistolary correspondence and conversa- 
tions with many eminent persons ; and various original 
pieces of his composition, never before published. The 
whole exhibiting a view of literature and literary men 
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in Oreat Britain for near half a century during which 

he flourished. In two volumes. By James Boswell, Esq . 

." qu6 fit omnis 

Votiva pateat veluti descripta tabelto 
Vita senis."— Hobat. 

Volume the first. London: Printed by Henry Baldwin, 

for Charles Dilly, in the Poultry, mdccxci. 

In two volumes quarto. Portrait of Johnson at his table writing, after 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, engraved by J. Heath. Dedication i, vii. pp. 
Advertisement ix.-xii. Alphabetical table of contents to both volumes, 
also an index, 15 pp., but unpaged. Corrections and addition 1 p. Vol. I. 
516 pp. ; Vol. II., 588 pp. Facsimiles of Dr. Johnson's handwriting— three 
specimens on one page, a copperplate. There are strange mistakes in the 
printing, wrong paging, omission of pages, etc., of which the great 
exemplar is the first Shakespere Folio. 

The Principal Corrections and Additions to the First Edition 

of Mr. BoswelTs Life of Dr. Johnson. London. Printed 

by Henry Baldwin for Charles Dilly, in the Poultry. 

mdccxciii. Price two shillings and sixpence. 42 pp. 

quarto. 

This was issued for the convenience of purchasers of the quartos, and 
is sometimes found bound up with the volumes. It is a confused 
perplexing mass. 

The Life of Johnson, etc. Three volumes octavo. Dublin. 

1792. 

Issued by J. Exshaw and twelve other piratical booksellers. A 
brightly printed, acceptable edition. Its handy size must have suggested 
the form of his Second Edition to the author. 

The Life of Johnson. Second Edition. 

Title-page the same as the first, except after " flourished." " The 
Second Edition, revised and augmented. In three volumes octavo. 
Portrait, reduced from that of the First Edition. Dedication, pp. i- 
xvi. Advertisement to the First Edition, pp. vii.-xii. Advertise- 
ment to the Second Edition, p. xiii.-xviii. Additions to Dr. Johnson's 
life, recollected and received after the Second Edition was printed," 
p. *i., *xxii. A chronological catalogue of the prose works of Samuel 
Johnson, LL.D., *xxiv., xxxi. (There is no folio *xxiii.) Corrections 
•xxxiii., *xxxvi. Additional corrections. " Additions prefixed to Vol. I., 
p. *x., instead of 'Talking reverently, etc./ *xxxviii. (no folio *xxxvii.). 
An alphabetical table of contents, pp. xvii., xxxix. ; on verso of xxxix. 
Motto and note. Vol. I., pp. 603. Vol. II., 634. Vol. III., 711. In Vol. 
III. the alphabetical table of contents is repeated. (It is plain that the 
author found himself in a sad state of confusion among his various " addi- 
tions and corrections," to which he yet had to add fresh " additions and 
corrections." Vol. I. is not creditable, in this view, as a specimen of 
typographical arrangement). 
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The Life of Johnson, The Third* Edition, revised and 

augmented, in four. volumes. Printed by E. Baldwin 

and Son, for Charles Dilly, in the Poultry. 1799. 

Advertisements to First 8econd, and Third Editions. The last is by 
Malone, and dated April 8, 1799. In this is carefully distinguished the little 
share Boswell had in the revision. He had pointed out the places where 
some of the letters, introduced in the "addenda " of the preceding edition, 
were to he inserted. " All the notes that he had written in the margin of 
the copy which he had in part revised, are faithfully preserved." Barney, 
Blakeway, Boswell the son, Bindley, and Malone himself furnished a few 
notes, not of much value. With this edition begins the series of regularly 
edited issues of Bos well's work, and I may refer the reader to the excellent 
bibliography of Mr. Tedder, F.S.A., Librarian of the Athenaeum Club, 
who has enumerated the various editions of the " Life." I will only add 
a list of the more important editions that have been " edited " in regular 
form. The bulk of the editions are mere re-issues, trade editions, etc. 

The Life, etc. By John Wilson Croker. In five volumes, 

8vo. 1881. 

With this he incorporated Mrs. Piozzi's " Recollections," the "Tour 
in Wales," and Mr. Courtenay's " Poetical Review." For this work Mr. 
Murray paid him the sum of £1000. There is an interesting account of 
it in the " Croker Papers." 

The Life, etc. Ten vols. Edited by T. Knight. 1885- 
With additions from Hawkins, Piozzi, Murphy, Tyers, 
Reynolds, Steevens; with notes by various hands, 
Chalmers, Malone, Croker. 

The Life, etc. Edited by Croker, but revised and enlarged 
by J. Wright, with many engravings, and the " Johnsa- 
niana," a collection of miscellaneous anecdotes, and 
of the sayings of Dr. Johnson. Ten vols. 1850. 

The Life, etc. A new Edition of Croker's, thoroughly revised, 
with much additional matter, portraits, etc. Ten vols- 
1860. 

(8) The Life, etc. Edited by R. Carruthers, in five volumes, 

including the " Tour." Sm. quarto. 1851. 

A very pretty and interesting edition, which will always be a favourite- 
one, owing to its profuse and happily selected illustrations, portraits,, 
localities, etc. Unhappily the blocks have been much " worn," and it is only 
the first impressions that are tolerable. The printing is bright and good, 
and the editing most judicious and reserved, Mr. Carruthers' accounts of 
the Scotch families in the Hebrides, of Ra?ay, and others, are excellent. For 
years I have been pressing on Messrs. Gassell the propriety of issuing a 
popular edition of the great book, to be circulated broadcast, and to be 
illustrated with abundance and intelligence from their great storehouse of 
blocks. But I am always met with the non postumus, u It would never pay/* 



APPENDIX. 281 

(4). The Life, etc. Together with a Journal of a Tour, etc. 

A reprint of the First Edition, to which are added Mr. 

BoswelTs corrections and additions issued in 1793 ; the 

variations of the Second Edition, with some of the 

author's notes prepared for the third ; the whole edited, 

with new notes, by Percy Fitzgerald, M.A., F.S.A., in 

three volumes. 1874. 

With a dedication to Mr. Thomas Carlyle, followed by "Proposals" 
justifying the issue of an edition on a new system, and dealing chiefly 
with Mr. Croker's erroneous views and treatment The intention was to 
supply the " original Boswell " of the first edition, so that the reader 
might have before him the book as it left Boswell's bands, unadulterated 
and unburdened with notes. The amusing and interesting changes made 
by the author were duly marked. 

The Life, etc. Second Edition. With a preface by the 
Editor, and a Boswell bibliography by H. R. Tedder, 
F.S.A. 1888. 

The preface reviewed the efforts of various editors who had " treated " 
Boswell since 1874. It also enumerated some of the more striking changes 
make by Boswell in his editions. The Bibliography followed the preface- 
Then came the original title-page, dedication, advertisements, etc. 

(5) The Life, etc. By the Eev. A. Napier. In five vols. 1884. 

Mr. Napier was a judicious Boswellian scholar, and for many years 
was engaged on this work. Mr. Murray, with his accustomed good 
nature, allowed him to use the illustrations, notes, etc., of Mr. Crokertt 
edition. He added Dr. Campbell's Diary, with copious extracts from Miss 
Burney, etc., and reprinted the " Johnsoniana." The work, however, was 
somewhat of a disappointment Mr. Napier was at the. time the recog- 
nized Johnsonian authority, and, I recollect, devoted some columns in 
the Times to a scholarly review of my own edition. 

(6) The Life, etc., edited by Professor Morley. Five vols. 1885. 

This was another disappointment, for there was little novel offered 
in the way of notes or information. It was handsomely printed, however. 

(7) The Life, etc. By G. Birkbeck Hill, LL.D. Six vols., 8vo. 

1887. 

Issued by the Oxford University Press. One volume is almost 
filled by the index and " abstracts." I have elsewhere deAlt with the 
false system on which, as it seems to me, this work is laid out, referring 
the reader, who may desire to learn more of Dr. B. Hill's curious specula- 
tions, to the regular and careful examination I have made of his labours.* 

* See the privately printed " Editing a la Mode, 9 * with its supplement, and 
the note on "The Worldly Wisdom of Lord Chesterfield." I have also by me a 
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Boswell also wrote much in the newspapers and magazines. Of these 
contributions the most important are : — 

The Hypochondriac]*. 1777. 

These were a long series of essays which were furnished to the London, 
Magazine during a course of nearly two years, and comprising twenty- 
seven articles, from October, 1777, to December, 1779. 

vast number of notes on the editor's other shortcomings and misapprehension*, 
for which I could not find room. Dr. B. Hill's enthusiasm for his subject, in 
truth, betrays him into perpetual mistakes ; and the approach of the centenary of 
the "Life" has decoyed him into fresh errors. In Macmillaris Magazine for 
May of this year, he claims to hare made certain "discoveries," which are 
almost as imaginary as that of " Contemplation, a Poem." He has found out 
the very day on which Boswell published his bonk— -viz., May 16th ; and, further, 
had " seen at once " that it was '* not by chance " that this day had been selected 
for the publication. For it was on the 16th of May that he had first met John- 
son. ** Perhaps I am the first to discover this : " and he adds that he discovered 
this fact " in a bookseller's advertisement in a newspaper of the time." Now, 
any one that turned to the London Cfironicle, a paper to which Boswell con- 
tributed, or to any leading newspaper of May, would be certain to find some such 
advertisement But there is no need to make the discovery, for Boswell himself 
announced in one of his letter* that it was to be M out" on May 16th. Then, as 
to selecting this day, we find that he had first fixed on Shrove-Tuesday, but the 
book was not ready. Then the day was to be April 25th, but it still was not ready, 
and it was at last ready by May 16th. Dr. B. Hill supports his theory by the 
fact that Boswell dates one of his prefaces on a day that happens to be his birth- 
day. But a test of the editor's speculations on birthdays, etc., will be found in 
the following, which I cull from his edition of the " Life : "— •« There is a passage/* 
he says, "in The Bee, No. 2, which leads me to think that Goldsmith held 
November twelfth as his birthday. He there says : ' I shall be sixty- two on the 
twelfth of next November.' Now, as Tlie Bee was published in October, 1757, he 
would not be sixty-two, but just half that numl>er, thirty-oue, on his next birth- 
day." This is amazing, and beats Mr. Donnelly and his cryptograms. A man 
says he is sixty-two, but means that he is just half that age I But on turning to 
this Bee account, we find it to be a humorous story told by an elderly gentleman, 
one " Cousin Jeffrey," in attendance on an old maid, " Cousin Hannah," so that 
the age of sixty-two was appropriate enough. And we are called to halve this 
old gentleman's age to find Goldsmith's ! Supposing, too, that Boswell wished 
to issue his work on the same day and in the same month that he had first met 
Johnson, would he not have called attention to it triumphantly? So Dr. B. 
Hill here engenders another theory, that ho loved — this reticent Boswell !-— to 
hug these little coincidences and keep them private, all to himself. 

In this Macmillan paper, Dr. B. Hill repeats the popular mistake that Boswell 
invented a new form of biography — introduced "a new era in the art of bio- 
graphy "—or, as the editor phrases it, M tore off the full-bottomed wig" etc. There 
was then the old official pattern: to Boswell we owe Lockhsrt's M Scott," 
Froude's *• Carlyle," and Trevelyan's " Lord Macauluy." But none of these works 
<»n be named with Boswell's, or are of the same genre* or owe anything to him. 
Boswell was attached to Johnson as "a reporter" of his sayings and doings, and 
the bulk of his book is formed from his own private diary or journal, artistically 
revised and abstracted. His accounts of other persons come from the same source, 
viz., his private diary. In " the new era in biography " we cannot reckon ou such 
an exceptional combination as this; and, as a matter of fact, during the last hon- 
ored years there is not a single instance of any work that wus written ou 
Boswell's extraordinary system. 

The paper has other strange things. Dr. B. Hill is struck, for instance, by 
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Remarks on the Profession of Players. 1770. 
Contributed to the same miscellany. 

In the text I have given a fall list of his projected works. 



the calm restfulness which pervades the " Life," there being no trace in it, he 
says, of Boswell's own troubles, or of his discontent, longings for advancement, 
etc. But, as I have shown, Bob well often harps on his own disappointments in 
getting forward in life, on his despondency, etc. Dr. B. Hill is also astonished 
that the hero and his biographer do not take any note of the French Revo- 
lution. But why should they ? Johnson died some five years before, and 
Boswell properly felt that it had nothing to do with a " Life of Johnson," or 
with a work on English manners, conversations, etc. Dr. B. Hill is then very 
severe on Lord Camden, who had once overlooked Goldsmith, treating him as 
if he had been some ordinary man ; and he adds that, while Goldsmith is now 
read and admired, " the Lord Chancellor is as dead to us as his wig." This is 
far fetched; for no one would think of comparing Camden with Goldsmith; — 
but in his line the former is not at all " as dead at his wig " — he is a respectable 
figure in legal and political history. Further, it is not clear that he overlooked 
Goldsmith, as it seems it was the vanity or sensitiveness of the latter that 
imagined the neglect ; and the story gave much amusement to his friends. In 
the same spirit we are told of Boswell's hope that his work was to bring (< enter- 
tainment and instruction to mankind," while "Wedderburn and Dundas had 
done nothing but largely provide for themselves and their families." Done 
nothing 1 Writing books was not their province; and to the student of 
political history they have provided both " instruction and entertainment," in 
their way. Wedderburn at least helped to procure Johnson his pension. Then the 
" Life," we are assured, was written from " a love of fame." No proof is given 
of this, nor can Dr. B. Hill know. In the " Corsica," written some five and 
twenty years before, Boswell indeed declared that he had an ardent love of fame ; 
but this does not prove that he wrote Johnson's " Life " or attended him for so* 
many years with this object. We prefer to believe that he had a genuine ad- 
miration for his hero, though he may also have been eager to pain some notoriety. 
Dr. B. Hill then somewhat arbitrarily decrees that the ** Life " ought to have 
been finished within two years, and he seems to complain that it took six. But 
he forgets that the mere writing or arranging the materials of such a book is 
but a small part of the labour. 

Boiswell, in one of his advertisements, gives as the reason of the delay t 
that he had to collect and wait for the opinions, letters, contributions, etc., 
of others : he had to make researches, hunt up dates, " run about the town," 
all which must have taken up an immense time. The truth is, he was exceed- 
ingly diligent. Then there is a complaint that tho author of this great book was 
misapprehended, laughed at, ridioulod, never accepted seriously by his contempo- 
raries. And why not ? Dr. B. Hill forgets what absurdities Boswell sets down 
in his books, which more than warranted the laughter of his friends. But here 
is a truly extraordinary statement *' His great work ran, as it were, a race witi* 
the Bottle (1). It long hung doubtful whether Boswell would first finish his 
work, or drink would finish Boswell" This is mere exaggeration or delusion. 
His drinking never disturbed his course, or interrupted his labours. The 
"Life" went on all the same. We further learn, with astonishment, that 
Boswell's *' countrymen might have died of the dropsies which they contracted 
in trying to get drunk on claret,"— a rough joke of Johnson's, which Dr. B. Hill 
seems to take literally; for he tells us quite seriously that Boswell, "more 
fortunate, succeeded in getting drunk long before he died. 91 What does this 
mean ? and how does it affect the question, whether he got drunks long time 
or a short time before he died 1 
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Not by drink merely, but by other obstacles, was Boswell'* work, we are 
assured, impeded. It was u further retarded by matrimonial projects " — another 
gratuitous assumption. Boswell, indeed, had several ladies in view, and one be 
hoped to meet at a dinner. But Dr. B. Uill seems to think that a gentleman 
engaged a in a matrimonial project" must suspend every other occupation, and 
give every moment of his time to the business. 

I have mentioned the theory that Boswell had invented a form of biography, 
though it is also stated that Mason preceded him in the discovery. Dr. B. HOI 
assures us that Dugald Stewurt, though he had this new fashion before him, 
adhered to the old models in hi* lives of Adam Smith, Robertson, and Raid. 
On turning to these works, which seemed unfamiliar, it will be found that these 
are mere sketches— or " accounts" of those philosophers — contributed to the 
Transactions of the Edinburgh Society! No practised critic would think of 
comparing such light sketches with Boswell's great and ambitious work. 

Bos well's " Life of Johnson," as we know, has never been translated info 
foreign tongues. This has always seemed strange, for it might be said that 
almost every English work of equal reputation has been translated. I can offer 
no reason for this lack of foreign curiosity; but Dr. B. Hill thinks "it is well that 
this should be so." And why ? " Because the strong common sense of Johnson, 
put suddenly into the heads of French and Germans/' mi*ht have had the most 
disastrous results, and given them headaches. And this is said of the country- 
men of Schlegel, and Montesquieu, of Diderot, and Voltaire 1 But, I suppose, 
it is intended as a little joke. Then Dr. B. Uill decides and decrees that Bos- 
well, "with his fine constitution," should have lived to fourscore. But who 
knows of this " fine constitution " ? And, as it happened, he was cut off at the 
early age of fifty-four, so the constitution could not have been so " fine " after all. 

Dr. B. Hill then dwells on. the increasing popularity of the great book; but 
there is one form of appreciation which has struck him most forcibly: "Each 
thirteenth day of December, the Club of Johnsonians still gather together to 
bear their testimony too. They have set up their shrine in Fleet Street, but it is 
Boswell who is the real founder of the religion." All very nice and proper. 
But who are these "Johnsonians"? and of what value is the ** testimony " that 
they "bear"? Mason, we are told, "wrote dramas, but he knew nothing of 
dramatic biography." No ; Mason wrote poems in the form of dramas, and be 
knew nothing of "dramatic biography" because he had not the materials of 
dramatic biography. It is forgotten that it is not every one who has the oppor- 
tunity of attuching himself to his subject, and of taking down all his conversa- 
tions in a sort of shorthand, and of keeping a minute diary. Boswell " had long 
thought over his method ; his prentice hand he tried in his * Tour to Corsica,' 
and his journeyman's hand in his ' Tour to the Hebrides.' .When lie came to 
his magnum opus he had no doubt about the method he should pursue " — which 
implies that he was uncertain at first. Whereas he employed exactly the same 
method all through, viz., keeping a diary and putting down the impressions of 
the moment, and the savings of the person he was in attendance upon. This 
he did with Paoli in his Corsican "Tour;" this he did in the Hebridean "Tour;*' 
and this he did in the " Life." 

Again, Dr. B. Hill assumes that Boswell was once more hindered in getting 
forward with his work by the " embarrassment of debt." There is no proof of 
this. Boswell, in his letters, indeed, bewails his debts, speaks of his •* continued 
uneasiness," but his work goes on all the same, and naturally, for it was to help 
to extricate him. 

I must here, however, confess a mistake of my own. Misled by some 
obituary notioes in the Gentleman* s Magazine, and in some newspapers, and, 
above all, by the high authority of Mr. Napier, I fancied that it was in Poland 
Street, and not in Great Portland Street, that Boswell died. I find that this is 
incorrect 
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Cr. 8vo, cl. ex., 3*. 64. each ; post 8vo, Must. bds„ !|a. each: cl. limp, ils. 6d. each. 
READT-MOEBY HORTIBOT. BY CELIA'S ARBOUR. 

MY LITTLB GIRL. THE CHAPLAIN OF THE FLEET. 

WITH HARP AMD CROWE. 

THIS 801 OF YULGAH. 
THE OOLDEE BUTTERFLY. 
THE MONKS OF THELBMA. 



THE BEAMY SIDE. 
THE CASE OF MR. LUCRAFT. 6c. 
TWA8 IE TRAFALGAR'S BAY, Ac 
THE TEE YEARS* TEBART, Ac. 



** Than U alio a LIBRARY EDITION of the above Twelve Volumes, handsomely 
r type, on a large crown 8vo page, and bound In cloth extra, IN. eaeh. 



set In new t 



BENNETT (W. C, LL.D.), WORKS BY. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 9e. each. 
A BALLAD HISTORY OF ENGLAND. | BONOS FOR SAIL0R8. 



BEWICK (THOMAS) AND HIS PUPILS. 

95 Illustrations. Square 8vo, cloth extra, Hn. 



By Austin Dobson. With 



BLACKBURN'S (HENRY) ART HANDBOOKS. 

ACADEMY BOTES, separate years, from 1878-1887, 1889, and 1800, each le. 
ACADEMY MOTES, 1891. With Illustrations, la. {Preparing 

-_-. -„__- . ~ ___^._. , _„ .. . ,L ~ > Hlusta. Cloth limp, 6a. 

>IUusU. Cloth limp, (ft* 



ACADEMY BOTES, 1878-79. Complete in One Vol., with 6oo I 

ACADEMY BOTES, 1888-84. Complete ta One Vol., with 7oolllusts. 
OB08YBBOR BOTES, 1817. " ' 



OROSYENOR BOTES, separate 1 
OROSYBBOR BOTES, Vol. I. - L 
~"SYB1 "-■ " 



le years, from 1878 to 1898, each le. 

... . ,1877-08. With 300 Musts. Demy 8vo,cJoth limp, 6*. 

OROSYBBOR BOTB8LVol.il., 1888-87. With 300 Illusts. Demy 8vo, cloth Ump, 6« 
THE NEW GALLERY, 1888-1888. With numerous Illustrations, each le. 
THE BEW GALLERY, 1891. With Illustrations. to. {Preparing. 

BBOLISH PICTURES AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY. 114 Illustrations. 1.. 
OLD MASTERS AT THE BATIOBAL GALLERY. xs8 Illustrations, la. ««L . 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG UE TO THE BATIOBAL G ALLERY. 84a lUusts. cl., 3*. 
THE PARIS SALON, 1891. With Facsimile Sketches. 3s. [Preparing. 

THE PARIS SOCIETY OF FINE ARTS, 1891/ With Sketches. 3*. 6J. \ Preparin g. 

BLAKE (WILLIAM) : India-proof Etchings from his Works by Wiluam 
Bkll Scott. With descriptiye. Text. Folio, half-bound boards, 3JU. 

BLIND. -THE ASCENT OF MAN: A Poem. By Mathh.dk Blind. 
Crown 8vo, printed on hand-made paper, cloth extra, Es. 

BOURNE (H. R. FOX), WORKS BY. 

ENGLISH MERCHANTS r Memoirs in Illustration of the Progress of British Com- 
merce ._WUh numerous Illustrations. .Crown 8vo, cloth extra. Ye. 6d. 
ENGLISH BMWSPAPBRSt The History ofjoarnalism. Two Vols., demy 8vo, cl n 90s. 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BMIB PASHA RELIEF RXPBDIT10H. Crown, 8*o, 
cloth extra, 6o» 

BOWERS' (0.) HUNTING SKETCHES. Oblong 4t0.hf.-bd.bds., 91s. each. 

CA RTERS IB CBAMPgHIRE. | LEAVES FROM A HUBTIBO JOURNAL. 

BOYLE (FREDERICK). WORKS BY. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, M. each. 
CHRONICLES OF BO-MA E'S LAND. | CA MP BOTES. 

SAY AGE LIFE. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. 6d. | post Bro, picture boards, 9e» 

BRAND'S OBSERVATIONS ON POPULAR ANTIQUITIES; chiefly 

iUustrating the Origin of oar Vulgar Customs, Ceremonies, and Superstitions. With 
the Additions of Sir Hbhkt Ellis, and Illustrations. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 7a. Gd. 

BREWER (REV. DR.), WORKS BY. 

THE RE ADBR* 8 HANDBOOK OF ALLUSIONS, REFERENCES. PLOTS, AMD 

STORIEB. Fifteenth Thousand; Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 7a. 64. 
AUTHORS ABDtHEIB WORMS, WITH m' DATES: Being the Appendices to 

m J3l?JBa^!ii l 1SJS^ clothlgp, »•. 
^A DICTIONARY OF MIRACLES. Crown eVo, cloth extra, Ye. 6d. 

BREWSTER (SIR DAVID), WORKS BY. Poet 8vo. cL ex- 4a. 44. each. 
SS2\¥J£&±1%!&-$&1* S* 99 * tfJJUosopherand Hope of Christian. Plates. 
iW^iPSVfJISSFVa 1 ^ 1 ^*! 10 ^ »"*«*.-*> Kxflx«. With Portrait* 
LETTERS OM BATURAL MAGIC* With numerous Illustrations, 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 



BRET HARTE, WORKS BY. . au 

LIBRARY EDITION, Complete in Six Volumes, crown Sro, doth extra, G*. each. 
BRET HARTE'S COLLECTED WORKS. Arranged and Revised by the Author. 
VoL I. Complete Poetical abd Dramatic Wobeb. With Steel Portrait. 
\ Vol. II. Luce or Roaring Camf— Bobemian Pafers— American Legends. 
VoL III. Tales or the Aeooeacts— Eastern Sestches, 
VoL IV. Gabriel Cowboy. 
Vol. V. Stories— Condensed Novels, Ac 

Vol. VI. Tales of the P acific Slope. 

THE SELECT WORKS OF BRBT HARTE, In Prose and Poetry. With Introductory 

Essay by 1. M. Bbllsw, Portrait of Author, sad 50 Illusts. Cr.8vo, el. ex.. 7m. M. 

BRBT HARTE'S POETICAL WORKS, Hand-made paper ft buckram. Cr.8vo. 4».<fteL 

THE QUEER OF THE PIRATE ISLE. With ttf oii<in*l Drawings by Kate 

Greenawat, reproduce d in Colours by Son uwd Evans. Small sto, cloth, So. 

Crown 8vo. doth extra, 3s. M. each. 
A WAIF OF THE PLAIKS. with 60 Illustrations by Stanley L. Wood. 
A WARD OP THE OOLDBE GATE. With 59 Illustrations by Stanley L. Wood. 
A SAPPHO OP GREBE B PRIEOS, Ac. With Two lUostrations by Hume Nmbet. 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards73e. each, 
GABRIEL COEROY. I THE LUCK OF ROARIEG CAMP, fto. 

AM HEIRESS OF RED D OG, Ac | CALIFORK IAB STORIES. 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a, each ; cloth limp, 9s. 6d. each. ......... 

FUP. I MABUJA. 1 A PHYLLIS OF THE SIERRAS. 

Fcap. 8vo. picture coyer. Is. each. 
THE TWIES OF TABLE MOUETAtE. | JEFF BRIOOrS LOVE STORY. 

BRILLAT-SAVARIN.--GASTRONOMY AS A FINE ART. By Brillat. 

Savaeib.. Translated by R. B. Anderson. M.A. Post 8vo, half-bound. 9a. 

BRYDGES.-UNCLE SAM AT HOME. By Harold Brvdges. Post 

8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. ; cloth limp, 9sw GsL . 

BUCHANAN'S (ROBERT) WORKS. Crown tvsv cloth extra, ft*, each. 

SELECTED POEMS OF ROBERT BUCHAEAE. With Frontispiece by T. Daleiel. 
THE EARTHQUAKES or, Six Days and a Sabbath. _ 

THE CITY OF DREAM: An Epic Poem. With Two Illustrations by P. Macmab. 
THE OUTCAST: A Rhyme for the Time. With xa Full-pafe Illustrations and 

numerous Vignettes. Crown 8vo t doth extra, 8 a. 
ROBERT BUCHAEAJTS COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS. With Steel-plate Por- 
trait. Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 7s. 6db 

Crown 8vo, doth extra, 3a. 64. each; poet 8vo» illustrated boards, 9a, each. 



THE SHADOW OF THE SWORD. 

A CHILD OF MATURE. Frontispiece. 

GOD AED THE MAE. With 11 lUns- 
trations by Fred. Barnard. 

THE MARTYRDOM OF MADBLIEE. 
With Frontispiece by A. W. Cqofee. 



LOTS MB FOR BYER. Frontispiece. 
AEEAE WATER. I FOXGLOVE HABOR. 
THE EEW ABBLARD. 
MATT : A Story of a Caravan. Front. 
THE MASTER OF THE MIME. Front. 
THE HEIR GP UKME. ______ 



BURTON (CAPTAIN). -THE BOOK OF THE SWORD: Being a 

History of the Sword and its Use in all Countries, from the Earliest Times. By 
Richabd F. Burton. With over 400 Illustrations. Square 8*0, c l oth eatra, 39 a. 

BURTON (ROBERT). 

THE ARATOMY OF MELAECHOLY: A New Edition, with translations of tte 

Classical Extracts. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, 7a. GaL ' 
MELAECHOLY AM ATOMISED 1 Being an Abridjmient. Ibr oopukr nse, of Bubtob's 
Anatomy of Melancholy. Poat 8vo, doth limp, 9aw 4d. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. 6d. each; 
cloth limp, 9a. 64. each. 
HAOAR. I THE DBBM8TBR. 



PAINE (T. HALL), NOVELS BY. 

w post 8vo, Illustrated boards, 9a. each; 1 
SHADOW OF A CRIME. | A SOE OF 7 1 



CAMERON (COMMANDER).— THE CRUISE OF THE "BLACK 

PRIKOE" PRIVATEER. By V. Lovbtt Cameron, R.N., C.B. With Two llliwtra- 
tions by P. Macmab. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, ga. | post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9 «. 

CAMERON (MRS. H. LOVETT), NOVELS BY. 

Crown 8yo, clotb extra, 3a. 64. each ; post 8vo. illustrated boards. 9a« each. 
JULIETS GUARDIAR. | DfiCB^VIRS EYEJL 
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CARLYLE (THOMAS) ON THE CHOICE OF BOOKS. With Life 

by R. H. Shepherd, and Three Illustrations. Post 8vo, cloth extra. Is. 64. 
THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THOMAS CARLTLB AMD RALPH WALDO 
EMERBOM, ISM to OT1. Edited br Cbaju.es Buot Norton. With Portraits* 
Two Vols., crown giro, cloth extra. jMg. _____ 

CARLYLE (JANE WELSH), LIFE OF. By Mrs. Alexander Ireland. 
With Portrait and Facsimile Letter. Small demy 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. gd. 

CHAPMAN'S (GEORGE) WORKS. VoL I. contains the Plays complete, 
including the doubtful ones. Vol. II., the Poems and Minor Translations, with an 
Introductory Bssay by Aloerxor Charles Swim burns. Vol. 11L, the Translations 

of the Iliad and Odyssey. Three Vols., crown gvo, cloth extra, fle. each. 

CHATTO AND JACKSON. -A TREATISE ON WOOD ENGRAVING, 

Historical and Practical. By William Andrew Chatto and Johm Jackson. With 
aa Additional Chapter by Hewrt G. Bohn, and 450 fine masts. Large 4to. hf. -bd., 98sw 

CHAUCER FOR CHILDREN : A Golden Key. By Mrs. H. R. Haweis. 
With 8 Coloured Plates and 30 Woodcuts. Small 4to, cloth extra. 6*. 
CHAUOBR FOB SCHOOLS. By Mrs. H. K. Haweis. Demy 8 vo, cloth limp, 9a. 4M. 



CLARE.-FOR THE LOVE OF A LASS: A Tale of Tynedale. 
Aostiw Clare. Post 8to, picture boards, ga. ; cloth limp, gjs. 64, 



By 



CLIVE (MRS. ARCHER). NOVELS BY. Post 8*0, must, boards, 9s. each. 
PAUL FEBROLL. | WHY PAUL FKBBOLL KILLED HIS WIFE. 

C LODD(EDW. t F.R.A.S.).-MYTHS AND DREAMS. Cr.8vo,cl.ex.,5». 

COBBAN.— THE CURE OF SOULS: A Story. By J. Mac la* en 
Cobbaw. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, jga. . 

COLEMAN (JOHN). WORKS BY. 

PLATBRl AID PLAYWRIGHTS I HAVE KBOWB. Two Vols., 8w, cloth, 94a. 
CURLY* An Actor's Story. With si Illnsts. by J. C Dollmaw. Cr. 8vo.cl. t la. 6db 

C OLLINS (C. ALLSTON).-THE BAR SINISTER. Post gvo, 2s. 
COLLINS (MORTIMER AND FRANCES), NOVELS BY. 

Crown 8 vo. cloth extra, 3a. 6eL each; peal 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. each. 
SWBBT ABB B PAOB. IPBOM MIDBIGHT TO HIDBIOHT. I TRABSHIORATIOB. 
BLACKSMITH ABD SCHOLAR. | TOU PLAT MB FALSI. | VILLAGE COMEDY. 



Post flvo, Illustrated boartU, ^»* each. 
A FIGHT WITH F O RTUNE. | SWEET AND TWENTY. I FRANCES. 



COLLINS (WILKIE), NOVELS BY, 

Cr. Bv.i, ci.es., tf*,fid, each ; post Bvo, illiiiL bds. t 9s»each; d* limp, 9a. &d. each 
ARMADALE. With Illustration* by G. H. Thoha*. 
AFTER DARK. With II] us trail on a by A. B. Houghton. 

NO NAME, With Illustrations by Sir J, E, Millar R.A., and A* W. Cooper. 
ANTON IN A, With a Frontispiece by Sir Johm Gilbert , K.A. 
BASIL. Illustrated by Sir Johm Gilbert, R,A., and J, Maudnit, 
HI PE AND SEEK, Illustrated by Sir John Gilbert, K,A., and J. Mahomet. 
THE DEAD SECRET. With a Frontispiece by Sir Johj* Gilbert, R.A, 
QUEEN OF HEARTS. With a FronlfrpleCd by Sir Jowk Gilbert, R,A + 
MY MISCELLANIES, With a Steel plate Portrait of WtLKtm Coll inn, 
THE WOU AN IN WHITE, With [lln*t*. by Sir L Gilbert, R A-, aod p. A, Feasee, 
THE MOONSTONE, Wjm illustration* by G. Du Maumier aod F. A, Fraske. 
MAH AND WIFE, Witb Illustrations by William Small, 
POOR MISS FINCH. Illustrated by G, Du NUunu and Edward H or, res. 
MISS OR MRB.T With Illusti. by 5. L, Fildes, RA„ a„d H*H*y Woods, A R A. 
THE NEW MAGDALEN. Uiuitralod by G. Du Maorif.k and Q S. Rei^hardt 
THE FROZEN DEEP. UtuMrated by G t Du Mauhibr and J, Mahohcy 
THE LAW AflD THE LADY. IMa&L by S, L. Fildkb, K,A , and Store* Hall, 
THE HAUNTED HOTEL, Illnsirated by A*THir* HofEiKS. 

HEART AND SCIENCE, j «[ SAY NO/' 
THE LEGACY OF CAIN. THE EVIL GENIUS, 
THE FALLEN LEAVES. LITTLE NOVELS* 
A RQ OUBS LIFE. 

BLIND LOVE. Witb \ Profae* by Walter Break t, aod afi lUutmtiua by 
A. Fore5tier* Crown 8?o, cloth extra, :t«, Hd, * 



THE TWO DESTINIES. 
JEZEBEL'S DAUOHTER, 
THE BLACK ROBE. 



BOOK8 PUBL18HEO BV 



COLLINS (CHURTON).-A MONOGRAPH ON DEAN SWIFT. By 

J , Chukton Cotx iHS. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, H *. ___ {Shor tly. 

COLMAN'S HUMOROUS WORKS: "Broad Grins, » "My Nightgown 
and Slipper*," and other Humorous Works of George Colmaw. With Life by 
G. B. Bucxstonk, sod Frontispiece by Hogarth. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7a, 6_. 

COLQUHOUN.-EVERY INCH A SOLDIER : A Novel. By M J. 



Coiquhoum. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. 



CONVALESCENT COOKERY : A Family Handbook. By Catherine 

Rtaw. Crown thro , la, j cloth lim p, la. 6dU __ 

CONWAY (MONCURE D.)* WORKS BY. 

DEMONOLOGY AMD DEYIL-LORB. With 65 Illustration*. Third Edition. Two-. 

Vols., demy 8vo. cloth extra, 9$e. 1 

A NECKLACE OF STORIES. 25 Illusts. by W. J. Hehkessy. Sq. 8vo, cloth, 6a I 

PINE AMD PALM: A Novel. Two Vols- crown 8vo, cloth extra, ill*. I 

GEORGE WASHINGTON'S RULES OF CIYfUTT Traced to their Sources and 

Res tored. Fcap. 8vo, Japanese vellom, tie. 6dU , 

COOK (BUTTON), NOVELS BY. 

PAUL FOSTER'S DAUGHTER. Cr. 8vo, cl. ex., 3a. 64. ; posrBVo, lllost. boards, 9sw I 

LEO. Post 8vo, Illustrated boar ds, 9a. 

CORNWALL. -POPULAR ROMANCES OP THE WEST OF ENG- j 

LAND ; or, The Drolls, Traditions, and Superstitions of Old Cornwall. Collected 

by Robe rt Hunt , F.R.S . Two Steel-pl ates by Geo.Cruikshake. Cr.Bvo,cl. l 7a»6_ U |i 

CRADDOCK.-THE PROPHET OF THE GREAT SMOKY MOUN- , 

TAINS. By Charles Egbkrt Crapdock. Post 8tq, illust. bds., 9a. ; cl. limp, 9e«6a1« f 

CRUIKSHANK'S COMIC ALMANACK. Complete in Two Series : 
The First from 1835 to 1843; the Second from 1844 to 185s. -A Gathering of 
the Best Humous of Thackeray, Hood, May hew. Albert Smith, A'Beceett, 1 ' 

Robert Brough, Ax. With numerous Steel Engravings and Woodcuts by Cvuia> \\ 

shake, Hine, Landb-ls, &c. Two Vols . crown 8vo f cloth gilt. 7*. 0_\ each. 
THE LIFE OF GEORGE CRUIKSHANK. By Blamchard J err old. With -84 

Illustrations and a Bibliography. Crown 8vo, cloth extna, 7m* 60% 



J< 



CUMMING (C. F. GORDON), WORKS BY. Demy «*o,cl.ex. Be. 6d. each. ' ! 
III THE HEBRIDES. With Autotype Facaimile and 41 illoatxattons. 
IE THE HIMALAYAS AM D OH THE IHDIAW P LAINS. With 42 Illustradons. <! 

VIA CORNWALL TO EGYPT. With Photogravure Frontia. Demy 6 ^0, cL, 7a«6j. | 

CUSSANS.-A HANDBOOK OF HERALDRY; with Instructions for 
Tracing Pedigrees and Deciphering Ancient MSS., Ac By John E. Cussans. With 
408 Woodcuts, Two Coloured and Two Plain Plates. Crown 8vo, cloth e_tra. 7a . Od. 

CYPLE S(W.)-HEARTSof GOLD. Cr.8vo,cl.,8s.6U; postgvo^bfJsT,^ 
nANIEL.-MERRIE ENGLAND IN THE OLDEN TIME. By George 

_ Dawe- With Illustrations by Robert Cruieshank. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 3a. 6d. 

DAUDET.— THE EVANGELIST; or, Port Salvation. By Auphonse 

Paudet. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. 6d. % post 8vo, II Inst rated boards. 9a. 

DA VENANT. -HINTS FOR PARENTS ON THE CHOICE OF APRO^ 

FE8SI0N FDR THEIR SONS. By F. Davewawt, M.A. Pasffrro, la.| cl., In, 6d . 

DAVIES (DR. N. E. YORKE-), WORKS BY. 

Crown 8vo, la. each; cloth limp, la. Gd. each; 
ONE THOUSAND MEDICAL MAXIMS AND SURGICAL HINTS. 
NURSERY HINTS: A Mother's Guide in Health and Disease. 
FOODS FOR THE FAT: A Treatise op Corpulency, and a Dietary for its Cure. 

AIDS TO LONG LIFE. Crown 8vo. 9a. | cloth limp, 9a. Pel. 

DAVIES' (SIR JOHN) COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS, including 

Psalma I. to L. in Verse, and other hitherto Unpublished MSS.. for the first time 
Collected and Edited, with Memorial-Introduction and Nates, by the Bmv A. B. 
Grobaat, D.D. Two Vols., ctowu 8vo, cloth boards, Ida* 
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DE MAISTRK-A JOURNEY ROUND MY ROOM. By Xavier de 

Maistrb. Translated by Hbmrv Attwell. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 9«. fl<l. 

DE MILLE.— A CASTLE IN SPAIN. By James De Mille. With a 
Frontispiece. Crown. 8vo, cloth extra, 3*. <UL| post 8vo, Illustrated boards. 9e. 

DERBY (THE). -THE BLUE JUBBON OF THE TURF : A Chronicle 
of the Rack for Thb Derby, from Diomed to Donovan. With Notes on the Win- 
ning Horses, the Men who trained them, Jockeys who rode them, and Gentlemen to 
whom they belonged ; also Notices of the Betting an4 .Betting Men of the period, and 
Brief Accounts of The Oaks. By Louis Henry Cvagow. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 6». 

DERWENT (LEITH), NOVELS BY. Cr.8vo,cl., 3a.«d. ea.; post 8vo,bds.,i^ei 
O UR LADY OF TEARS, 1 CIRCE'S LOVERS. 

DICKENS (CHARLES), NOVELS BY. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9s. each. 
. SKETCHES BY BOX I NICHOLAS N1CKLEBY.. 

- THB PICKWICK PAPERS. I OLIVER T WIST. 

'THE SPEECHES OP CHARLES DICKENS, 1841*1870. With a New Bibliography. 
Edited by Richard Hbrkb Shepherd. Crown too, cloth extra, «*.— Also a 
Smali.br Edition, in the Maxfair Library, post 8vb, doth limp, 9s. 6d. 

• * ABOUT ENGLAND WITH DICKENS. By Alfred Dimmer. With 57 Illustrations 

by C. A, VaMDsagroor, Alfred Rimhkr, and others. Sq. gvo. cloth extra. 7a. Oil. 

DICTIONARIES. 

A DICTIONARY OP MIRACLES I Imitative, Realistic, and Dogmatic By the Rev. 
B. C. Brewer, LL.D. Crp — "-*• -- 

THE READER'S HANDBOOK 
STORIES. BytheRev.R. < 
Fifteenth Thousand. Crown Bvo, cloth extra, ?«• 04. 

AUTHORS AMD TmiR WORK8, JBTTH THB DATES. Cr. 8vo, cloth limp, 9a. 

FAMILIAR SHOfcTdULrarOft OF OIeAT HEM. With Historical and Explana- 
tory Notes. By. Samuel A. Bbnt, A.M. Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 7a. Oel. 

SLANG DICTIONARY J Etymological, Historical, and Anecdotal. Cr. 8vo, cl., «*. Oel. 

WOMEN OF THE DAY: A Biographical Dictionary. By F. Hats. Cr.8vp.cl., 3a. 

WORDS, FACTS, AMD PHRASES: A DiotKaary of Curious, Quaint, and Out-<* 
the-Way Matters. By Blibseb Edwards. Crown 8vo. cloth extra. In, 6a% 

DIDEROT.— THE PARADOX Of ACTING. Translated, with Annota 

tions, from Diderot's M LeP"" ' ** -- "•- -•• -— - 

W it h a Preface-by Hbnry 

JJOBSON (AUSTIN), WORKS BY. t 

THOMAS BEWICK ft HIS PUPILS. With 95 Illustrations. Square 8vo, cloth, Gc, 

FOUR FRENCHWOMEN: Mademoiselle de Cordav; Madams Roland; Thb 

P rikcbss de Lamballb ; Madame db Gbmhs. Pcap.Bvo, hf.-roxburghe, ila. tttf. 

DOBSON (Wr T.), WORKS BY. Post Bvo, oloth limp, 9m. 64. 

• LITERARY FRIVOLITIES* FARCIES, FOLLIES, AMD FROLICS. 
P OETICAL IEOEHUITIES AND BqCEBTBlCIIIEg. 

DONOVAN (DICK), DETECTIVE STORIES BY 

Post Svo. illustrated boards, 9s. each; cloth limp, % 

THB MAN-HUNTER. " — L *- 

CAUaHT AT LAST! 

THB MAN FROM MANCHESTER, With 43 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth, tie. t 
post 8vo> illustrated boards, ila. 



luumz imitative, iteaiistic, ana uogmauc. By tne Kev. 
Crown Syo, cloth extra. 7«. 64. 

WX>K OF ALLUSIONS, REFERENCES, PL0T8, AND 
. B. C. Brbwbr. LL.D. With an English Bibliography, 



tions, from Diderot's H Le Paradoxe stur leComcdien," by Walter Hbrribs Pollocks 
y Irving. Crown 8vo, parchment, 4*. 64. 



sen; cloth limp, 9«. 64. each. 

TRACKED AND TAKEN. 

WHO POI SONED HETTY DUNCAN? 



! (A. CONAN, Author of " Micah Clarke "), NOVELS BY. 
FIRM OF OIRDLE0TONE. Crown 8vo. cloth extra. 4W. 
LNGB SECRETS. Told by Conan Doyle, Percy Fitzgerald, Floren 



DOYLE 

THE I 

STRANGE SECRETS. Told by Conan Doyle, Percy Fitzgerald, Florence 
Marryat, &c. Cr. 8vo, cl. ex., Bight Illusts., Cm.; post Svo, illnsi bds., *». 

DRAMATISTS, THE OLD. WIthVig>ionePflrtralw..Cr.8vo.cl.ex. l 4la.perVoU 

BEE JORSON'S WORKS. With Notes Critical and Explanatory, and a Bio- 
graphical Memoir by Wm. Gifford. Edited by Col. Cokminoham. Three Vols. 

CHAPMAN'S WORKS. Complete to TAtee Vols.. Vol. I. contains the Plays 
complete: Vol. 11/, Poems and Minor Translations, with an Introductory Essay 
by A. C. SwifcatJinte ; Vol. III., Translations o* the Iliad and Odyssey. 

MARLOWE'S WORKS. Edited, with Notes, by Col. Cunningham. On* Vol. 

MASSlHaBR'l PLAYS* Prom Giwoed's Text Bdit.brCoi,Ct7MNiHcuiAii. One Vol, 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 



DUNCAN (SARA JEANNETTE), WORKS BY. ^ _ 

A SOCIAL DEPASTURE : How Orthodocia and I Went round the World by Our- 
salve*. With in Illustrations by P. H. Towhssmd. Crown 8vo, cloth, 7a. 64. 

AM AMBRIOAE OIRL IE LOBDOE. With to Illustration* by P. U. Towkmkd. 
Crown 8vo. cloth extra, To. 64. jPrtparimg. 

DYER.-THE FOLK-LORE OP PLANTS. By Rev. T. F. Tmselton 

Dye*. M.A. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6sw 

EARLY ENGLISH POETS. Edited, with Introductions and Annota- 
** lions, by Rev. A. B. Grosakt. D.D. Crown 8vo. cloth boards, 6*. per Volume, 

FLETCHER'S (OILBS) COMPLETE POEMS. One Vol. 

DAVIBS' (SIR JOHE) COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS. Two Volt. 

HRRRICK1 (ROBERT) COMPLETE COLLECTED POEMS. Three Vote. 

SIDMErS (SIR PHILIP) COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS. Three Vote. 

EDGCUMBE.— ZEPHYRUS : A Holiday in Brazil and on the River Plate. 
_ By E. R. Peaxce Bpocumbk, With 41 Illustratio ns. Crown 8vo, doth extra, 60. 

EDWARDES (MRS. ANNIE), NOVELS BY: 

A POIHT OP HOBOUR. Poet ivo, Ulnttrated boards, 9a. 
_ A RCHIE LOYBLL. Crown 8vo, doth extra, 3e. 64. ; post 8vo, Hint boards, flaw 

EDWARDS (ELIEZER). -WORDS, FACTS, AND PHRASES: A 

Dictionary of Curious, Quaint, and Out-ot-the-Way Matters. By Euxxxa Edvaxds. 
Crown 8vo, doth extra, 7a. 64. 

EDWARDS (ML BETHAM-). NOVELS BY. Illnstrated bds., 2S. each. 
— I FELICIA. 



'| EGGLESTON (EDWARD).— ROXY : A NoveL Port 8vo, iUnst. bds.,2s. 
' EMANUEL.— ON DIAMONDS AND PRECIOUS STONES: Their 

I History, Value, and Properties ; with Simple Tests for ascertaining their Reality. By 

Ha«etBmamuel,F.R.G.S. With Illustrations, tinted and plain. Cr. 8vo, d. ex., 6e» 

I; ENGLISHMAN'S HOUSE, THE: A Practical Guide to all interested in 

I Selecting or Building a House; with Estimates of Cost, Quantities, Ac By C I. 

Richarpsom. With Coloured Frontispiece and 600 musts. Crown 8vo, doth, 7a. 64. 

EWALD (ALEX. CHARLES, F.S.AA WORKS BY. 

I THE LIFE AED TIMES OF PRIECE CHARLES STUART. Count of Albany 
1 (The Youno Prxtkudxx). With a Portrait. Crown fro, cloth extra, 7a. 64. 
STORIES FROM THE STATE PAPERS. With an Autotype. Crown 8vo, doth,6aw 

! EYES, OUR : How to Preserve 1* hem from Infancy to Old Age. By 
Joan Baowwiwo, F.RA.S. With 70 flints. Eleventh Edition. Crown 8*0, cl. As. 

L FAMILIAR SHORT SAYINGS OF GREAT MEN. By Samuel Arthur 

' * Bkwt. A.M. Fifth Edition, Revised and "Enlarged. Crown 8vo, doth extra, 7a. 64. 

FARADAY (MICHAEL). WORKS BY. Post 8vo, doth extra, 4*. 64. each. 
THE CHEMICAL HISTORY OF A CAEDLE: Lectures ddiTored before a juvenile 

Audience. Edited by William Cxookks. F.CXS. With numerous Illustration*. 
OR THE VARIOUS FORCES OF MATURE, AED THEIR RBLATIOE8 TO 

EACH OTHER. Edited by William Crookes, F.CS. With Illustrations. 

FARRER (J. ANSON). WORKS BY. 

MILITARY MAERBRS AED CUSTOMS. Crown 8vo, doth extra, 6ev 

WAR : Three Essays, reprinted from " Military Manners." Cr. 8vo, la. ; cU te» 64. 

FELLOW (A) OF TRINITY : A Novel. By Alan St. Aubyn. With a 
"Note" by Ouvbx Wendell Holmes, and a Frontispiece. Crown Bvo, doth 
extra, Sew 64. j post 8vo, illustrated boards, ga. 

FICTION.-A CATALOGUE OF NEARLY SIX HUNDRED WORKS 

OF FICnOB published by Chatto ft Windus, with a Short Critical Notice of 
each (40 pages, demy 8vo), will be sent free upon application. 

EIN-BEC.— THE CUPBOARD PAPERS : Observations on the Art of 
Living and Dining. By Fin-Bec. Post 8vo. cloth limp, 9a. 64. 

FIREWORKS, THE COMPLETE ART OF MAKING; or, ThePyro-, 
technisft Treasury. By Thomas Ksntish. With 967 Illustrations, Cr. 6ro, cL, *•» 
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FITZGERALD (PERCY. M.A., F.S.A.), WORKS BY. 

THE WORLD BBHIMD THE SCBEBS. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 3a. 64. 
LITTLE ESSAYS: Passages from Letters of Charles Lamb. Post Svo, cl. ( 9e. 64. 
A DAY'S TOUB: Journey through France and Belgium. With Sketches. Cr.4t0.ls* 
FATAL ZERO. Crown 8vo , cloth extra. 3a. 6d. % post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9s. each. 
BELLA DOHEA. I LADY OP BBABTOME. I THE RECORD MRS. TILLOT80B. 
POLLY. I BEYER F0B0OTTBE. | BEVEE TT-FiYB BROOKE STREET. 

UFE OF JAMBS BOSWBLL (of Aaohlnleek). With an Account of his Sayings, 
Doings, and Writings. Two Vols., demy 8vo, cloth extra, with Illustrations, 
94s. , jPrt parttig. 

FLETCHER'S (GILES, B.D.) COMPLETE POEMS: Christ's Victorie 

in Heaven. Christ's Victorie on Earth, Christ's Triumph over Death, and Minor 
Poems, with Notes by Rev. A. B. Gbosabt. D.D. Crown 8vo» cloth boards, 6s. 

FLUDYER (HARRY) AT CAMBRIDGE: A Series of Family Letters. 
Post 8vo, picture cover, la. % cloth limp, Is. 64. 

F OHBLANQUE( ALB ANY). -FILTHY LUCRE. PoatSvo, illust. bds., 2 s. 
FRANCILLON (R. E.), NOVELS BY. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 64. each ; post Svo, fllostrated boards, 9a. each. 
ORE BY OBE. | QUBBB OOPHETUA. 1 A BEJL L QUEER. | KIRO OB KB A YET 

OLYHPIA. Post 8yo. Must, bda^ 9s. | ESTHER'S OLOYE. Fcap.8vo.plct. cover, Is. 
BOHABCBS OF THE LAW. Crown 8vo. cloth, 6s. % post 8vo, illust. boards, 9a. 

FREDERIC (HAROLD), NOVELS BY. 

EETH'S BROTHER'S WIFE. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9s. 
THE LAWTOB OIRL. With Frontispiece by F. Babnakd. Cr. 8vo, cloth ex., 6s. % 
post Svo, illustrated boards, 9a. 



FRENCH LITERATURE, A HISTORY OF. 

Three Vols., demy 8vo. cloth boards, 7s. 6sL each. 



By Henry Van Laun. 



FRENZENY.-FIFTY YEARS ON THE TRAIL: Adventures of John 

Y. Nxlsoii, Scout, Guide, and Interpreter. By Hasrinotom CRbilly. With 100 
... . ^ « .._ « ~ -_ 0j ^,,5^.1,- - 



Illustrations by Papl Fbbhxxht. Crown 8vo, ! 



\ cloth extra, 4s. 64. 



FRERE.— PANDURANG HARI: or, Memoirs of a Hindoo. With a 

Preface by Sir H. Babtlb Fbxbb, G.C.S.I., dec. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, Ss. 6d. 

F RIS WELL (HAIN). -ONE OF TWO : A Novel. Post 8vo, illust. bds., 2s. 

FROST (THOMAS), WORKS BY. Crown Svo, doth extra, 3s. 64. each. 
01B0US LIFE AED CIRCUS CELEBRITIES. 1 LIYES OF THB COEJURERS. 
THE OLD SHOWMEM ABD THE OLD LOHDOH FAIRS. 

FRY'S (HERBERT) ROYAL GUIDE TO THE LONDON CHARITIES. 

Showing their Name, Date of Foundation, Objects, Income, Officials, Ac Edited 
by Johw Lawk. Published Annually. Crown Svo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

HARDENING BOOKS. Post 8vo. Is. each ; cloth limp, Is. 64. each. 

** A YEAR'S WORK IB OABDBB ABD OREEBHOUEEs Practical Advice as to the 
Management of the Flower, Fruit, and Frame Garden. By Gsoaox Glbnny. 
OUR KITOHEB OARDEB: Plants, and How we Cook Them. ByTou Jbbbold, 
S2S«HOI^_ HORTICULTURE. By Tom and Jamb Jbrbold. Illustrated. 
THB OABDBB TMAT PAID T HB BEET. By To n Jbrbold. 

MY OABDBB WILD, ABD WHAT I OBBW THERE. By Fbamcis G. Hbatr. 
Crown Svo. doth estra. gilt edges. 6s. 

GARRETT.— THE CAPEL GIRLS: A Novel. By Edward Garrett. 
Crown 8vo, doth extra. 3a. 64. | poet Svo. illustrated boards, 9s. 

GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE, THE. Is. Monthly. In addition to the 
Articles upon subjects in Literature, Science, and Art. lor which this Maeaxine has 
so high a reputation "TABLE TALK** by Stlvanus Urban appears montnly. 
V Hounl VtAumtt for rtcent y*an kst* tn uoch. 6s. 64 . e ach: Ca ut for bi nding, 9s, 

GENTLEMAN'S ANNUAL, THE. Published Annually in November. 1/. 



ro BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 



GERMAN POPULAR STORIES. Collected by the Brothers Grimm 
and Translated by Edgar Taylor. With Introduction by John Ruskm, and as Steel 
Plates by Georob Ckuikshamr. Square Bvo, cloth, 9m. gd«; gi l t edaes, T*. <M. 

GIBBON (CHARLES), NOVELS BY. 

Crown bvo, cloth extra, 3a. fM. each ; post 8vo, Hlnstratad boards. 9e. each. 
BOBIH GRAY. I LOYIBG A DREAM, I THB GOLDBR SHAFT, 
QUEBE OF THE MEADOW. OF HUGH DEGREE/ 

THE FLOWBK OF THB FOREST. IB HOROUB BOUBD. 



THE DEAD HEART. 

FOR LAOS OF BOLD. 

WHAT WILL THB WORLD SAY? 

FOR THB KIBO. I BLOOD-MOBEY. 

IB PASTURES GREER. 

IB LOVE AMD WAR. 



Post Svo, illustrated boards, Slsw each. 



A HEARrS PROBLEM. 
BY MEAD ABD STREAM. 
THE BRAES OF YARROW. 
FANCY FREE. 
A HARD KBOT. 
HEARTS DELIGHT. 



GIBNEY ( SOMEBVIL LE). -SENTENCED ! Cr. 8vo , is. ; cL, Is. 6d. 

GILBERT (WILLIAM), NOVELS BY. Post ivo, in a* t rated boards, a*, eacbl 
DR. AUSTIN'S GUBSTS. I JAMBS DUKE, COSTBRMOEOBR. 
THB WIIABD OF THB MOP B TAIE. I 

GILBERT (W. S.), ORIGINAL PLAYS BY. In Two Series, each 
complete in Itself, price 9*. 6d. each. 
The First Sbribs contains: The Wicked World— Pygmalion and Galatea- 
Charity— The Princess— The Palace of Truth— Trial by Jury. 
The Sscoxd Sseies: Broken Hearts— Engaged— Sweethearts— Gretcben— Daal 
Druce— Tom Cobb— H.M.S. " Pinafore 71 — The Sorcerer— Pirates of Penzance. 

BIGHT ORIGINAL COMIC OPERAS written by W. S. Gilbert. Containing: 
I The Sorcerer— H. M.S. "Pinafore"— Pirates of Pensance— lolantbe— Patience- 

Princess Ida— The Mikado— Trial by Jury. Demy fro, deth Hmp. 9*. <M» 
I THB "GILBERT AND SULUYAB" BIRTHDAY BOOK f Quotations for Every 

Day in the Year, Selected from Plays by W, S. Gilbert set to. Music by Sir A. 
Sullivan. Compiled by Alex. Wat s om. Royal iftniOj lap, leather, .lie. SjsL* 

GLANVILLE.— THE LOST HEIRESS: A Tale of Love and Battle. 
By Ernkst Glamvillb. a Illns ts. by Hums Nisbbt. Cr. Svo, cloth extra; 3«. Od. 

GLENNY.-A YEAR'S WORK IN GARDEN AND GREENHOUSE: 

Practical Advice to Amateur Gardeners as to the Management of the Flower, Fruit, 
and Frame Garden. By Georoe Glenm v. Post 8v o. In. ; cloth limp, law tMU 

GODWIN.-LIVES OF THE NECROMANCERS. , By William God- 

win. P ost 8v o, cloth limp, 3*. ^ ' 

GOLDEN TREASURY OF THOUGHT, THE : An Encyclopedia of 
Quotations. Edited by Theodore Tayxor. Crown ftvo. cloth gilt, 7o. fed. 

GOWING.-FIVE THOUSAND MILES IN A SLEDGE : A Midwinter 

tourney Across Siberia. By Liojiex. F. Gowino, With 30 Illustrations by C. J. 
Jrkw, a nd a Map by E. Weller. Large crown 8vo. cloth extra, Maw 

GRAHAM. -THE PROFESSOR'S WIFE: A Story. By Leonard 
Gr ah am. Fcap. 8vo, picture cover, le. 

GREEKS AND ROMANS, THE LIFE OF THE, described from 

Antique Monuments. By Ernst Guhl and W. Kombr. Edited by Dr. F. Husvfer, 
' With 543 Illustrations. Large crown Bvo, cloth extra, »*. fld. 

GREENWOOD (JAMES). WORKS BY. Cr.Bvo, cloth extra, 3* Od. each. 
THB WILDS OF LOEDQB. \ LOW-LIFE PREPS. 

GREVILLE (HENRY), NOVELS BY: 

N I KAN OR. Translated by Eliza E. Crass. With 8 Masts. Cr. Svo, cl. extra- ••> 

A HOBLE WOMAB. Translated by Albert D. Vamdau. Crown 8vo. doth extra, 5a. t 

post 6vo. illustrated boards, 3a. _____ 

RABBERTON (JOHN, Author of •« Helen's Babies ••), NOVELS BY. 
* A _ Post 8vo, illustrated boards 3e. each 1 doth limp. 9*. Cd. each. 

BRUETOM-3 BAYOU. | COUNTRY LUCK. 
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HAIR, THE : Its Treatment in Health. Weakness, and Disease. Trans- 
la ted from the German of Df. J. Pin c us. Crown 8v o, !».; cloth limp, In, 6d. 

HAKE (DR. THOMAS GORDON), POEMS BY. cr. 8vo, d. ex., «». each. 

HEW SYMBOLS. | LEQBHDB OP THE MORROW. | THE SERPENT PLAT. 



MAIDE N ECSTASY. Small 4 to, cloth extra, 8a. 



HALL.-SKETCHES OP IRISH CHARACTER. By Mrs. S. C. Hall. 

With numerous illustrations on Steel and Wood by Maclise,,Gilbert, Harvey, and 
Georg e Crui ksha mk. Medium 8t q. cloth extra , 7». 6d. " 

HALLIDAY (ANDRQl- E VERY-DAY PA PERS. P ostlfro, bds. , 2s. 
HANDWRITING^THE PHILOSOPHY OF. With over 100 Facsimiles 

a nd Explana t ory Text. By Don Prux pe Salamanca. Post 8vo. clot h limp, tft». Od. 

HANKY-PANKY : A Collection of Very Easy Tricks, Very Difficult 

** ' " 3f Hand - -»-.-- 

1 extra, > 



Tricks, White Magic, Sleight of Hand. ice. Edited by W. H. Cremer. With 200 
Illustrati on s . Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 4». Od. 

HARDY (LADY DUFFOS). - PAUL WYNTER'S SACRIFICE. By 

Lady Dufihjs Hardy. Poat 8vo. illustrated boards, *}*. ^ 

HARDY (THOMAS). -UNDER THE GREENWOOD TREE. By 

Thomas Hardy, Author of" Par from the Madding Crowd." Post 8vo, illust. bds., g» . 
HARWOOD.-THE TENTH EARL. By J. Berwick Harwood. Post 

8vo, ilfustrated boa rd s, sin. 

HAWEIS (MRS. H. R.), WORKS BY. Square 8vo, cloth extra, G». each. 
THE ART OF BEAUTY. With Coloured Frontispiece and 91 Illustrations. 
THE ART OF DECORATION. * With Coloured Frontispiece and 74 Illustrations. 
CHAUCER FOR CHILDREN . With 8 Colou red Plates and 30 Woodcuts. 

THE ART" OF DRESS. With 3? Illustrations? Post 8vo, 1«. 1 cloth, Is. 6d. 
CHAUCER FOR SCHOOLS. Demy 8vo, cloth lim p, 3*. «M. 

HAWEIS (Rev. H. R.,M.A.). -AMERICAN HUMORISTS : Washington 
iRvitiO, Oliver Wendell Holmes. James Russell Lowell, Artemus Ward, 
Mark Tw ain, a n d Bret Ha rte. T hird Edition. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, On. 

HAWLEY SMART.-WITH0UTT6VE OITlICENCETa No7eL~ty 

Haw l ey Smart. Crown 8vo, cloth ex tra, 3». Od. 

HAWTHORNE.— OUR OLD HOME. By Nathaniel Hawthorne. 
Annotated with Passages from the Author's Note-book, and Illustrated with $1 
Photogravures. Two Vols., crown 8vo, buckram, gilt top, 15s. 

HAWTHORNE (JULIAN), NOVELS BY] 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, :i«. Od. each ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. each. 
OARTH. I ELLICB QUENTIN. I BEATRIX RANDOLPH. 

FORTUNE'S FOOL. DAYID POINDEXTER. 

SEBASTIAN STROME. | DUS T. I THE SPE CTRE OF THE CAMERA. 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2a. each. 
MISS CADOGNA. | LOVE-OR A NAME. 

MRS. GAINSBOROUGH'S DIAMONDS. Fcap. 8vo, illustrated cover, Is. 

A DREAM AND A FORGETTI NG. Post 8vo. cloth limp, U. Od. 

HAYS.— WOMEN OF THE DAY : A Biographical Dictionary of Notable 
Contempor aries. By Fra n ces Ha ys . Crown 8vo . cloth extra, .In. ^ 

HEATH.-MY GARDEN WILD, AND WHAT i GREW THERE". 

By Francis George Heath. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, Oa. 

HELPS (SIR ARTHUR), WORKS BY. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 3s. 64. each. 

ANIMALS AND THEIR M ASTERS. 1 S OCIAL PRESSURE. 
IVAN DE B IR ON : A Novel. Cr. 8vo, cl. e xtra, 3». Od. ; post SvgJIljngJiM 8 .^?* 

HENDERSON.— AGATHA PAGE : A Novel. By Isaac Henderson! 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3«. Od. 
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HERRICK'S (ROBERT) HESPERIDES, NOBLE NUMBERS, AND 

COMPLBTE COLLECTED POEMS. With Memorial-Introduction and Notes bv th* 
Rot. A. B. G rob art. P.P. ; Steel Portrait. Ac. Three VoU.. crown Svo, cl. bds^ 15a» 

HERTZKA.— FREELAND : A Social Anticipation. By Dr. Theodor 
Heetzea. Translated by Arthuk Ransom. Crown Svo, cloth extra, #* » 

HESSE- WARTEGG. -TUNIS : The Land and the People. By Chevalier 
Ekwst vow Hesse-Waeteqo. With sa Illustrations. Cr. 8vty cloth extra, 3a. •*. 



HINDLEY (CHARLES), WORKS BY, 

TAYEBB ABBCDOTES ABD SAY IMG 8: 



Including the Origin of Situs, and 



Reminiscences connected with Taverns, Coffee Houses, Clubs, Ac With Ilia 
trations. Crown 8vq. cloth extra, 3a. 64. 
fHB LIFE ABD ADYBBT0RES OF A CHEAP JACK. By Okew the Fea- 
tbkwity. Edited by Charles Hiwplbt. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a» 9m. 

By Mrs. Cashbl Hosy. Post 8vo, 



HOEY.-THE LOVER'S CREED. 

illastrated boards, 9«* 



HOLLINGSHEAD (JOHN). -NIAGARA SPRAY. Crown 8vo, is. 



HOLMES.-THE SCIENCE OF VOICE PRODUCTION AND VOICE 

PRESERVATION: A Popular Manual for the Use of Speakers and Singers. By 
Go « pon Holmes, M.P. With Illustrations, Crown 8vo, law > cloth, law <UL _ 

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL! WORKS BY. 

THE AUTOCRAT OF THE BREAKFAST-TABLE. Illustrated by J. Gordo* 
Thomson. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 9ew 6d«— Another Edition, in smaller type, with 
an Introduction by G. A. Sala. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 9a. 

THE PROFESSOR AT THB BREAKFAST-TABLE. Post Svo, cloth limp, En. 

HOOD'S (THOMAS) CHOICE WORKS, in Prose and Verse. With Life 
of the Author, Portrait, and soo Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. 
HOOD'S WHIMS AMD ODDITIES. With 85 Illustrations, Post 8vo, printed on 
laid paper and half-bound, 9ew 

HOOD (TOM).-FROM NOWHERE TO THE NORTH POLE: A 

Noah's Arkaological Narrative. By Tom Hood. With 25 Illustrations by W.Bbveto* 
and E. C Barnes. Square Bvo. cloth extra, gilt edges, #4S» 

HOOK'S (THEODORE) CHOICE HUMOROUS WORKS: including his 

Ludicrous Adventures, Bona slots. Puns, and Hoaxes. With Lite of the Author, 
Portraits, Facsimiles, and Illustrations. Crown 8vo. doth extra, 7*. M. 



Portraits. Facsimiles, a 

HOOPER.-THE HOUSE OF RABYl 

Hooper. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, iie. 



A Novel. By Mrs. Grorgb 



HOPKINS.-" 'TWIXT LOVE AND DUTY: A Novel. By Tiohb 

Hopkins. Post 8vo. illustrated boards, lie. 

HORNE. — ORION : An Epic Poem. By Richard Hengist Hornb. 
With Photographic Portrait by Summers. Tenth Edition. Cr.Svo, cloth extra. 7». 

HORSE (THE) AND HIS RIDER : An Anecdotic Medley. By •• Thor^ 
man by." Crown Bvo, cloth extra, 6aw 

HUNT.-ESSAYS BY LEIGH HUNT : A Tale for a Chimney Corner, 
and other Pieces. Edited, with an Introduction, by Edmund Olubb. Post Bvo, 
printed on laid paper and half-bound, ils. ^__ 

HUNT (MRS. ALFRED), NOVELS BY. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. lid. each; post 8vo, Illustrated boards. 9a. each. 
THB LEADER CASKET. | SBLF-O OHDEMBBD . | THAT OTHER PERSOB. 
THORNICROFT'B MODEL. Post 8vo~ illustrated boards. 'Jaw 

HYDROPHOBIA: An Account of M. Pasteur's System. Containing 
a Translation of all his Communications on the Subject, the Technique of his 
Method, and Statistics. By Renaup Suzor. M.B. Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 6e. 

TNGELOW (JEAN).-FATED TO BE FREE. With 24 Illustrations 
* by G. J. Pin well. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. 6d. ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, if*. 

INDOOR PAUPERS. By One or Them. Crown 8vo, Is.; cloth, Is. 6<L 
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IRISH WIT AND HUMOUR, SONGS OF. Collected and Edited by 
A. Perceval Graves. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 9a. 6d. ____ __ 

JAMES.-A ROMANCE OF THE QUEEN'S HOUNDS. By Charles 

~| Ja mes. Post 8vo, picture cover, la. } cloth limp, la. Od. ^_____ 

JANVIER.-PRACTICAL KERAMICS FOR STUDENTS. By Catherine 
A. Janvier. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, Oe. 



JAY (HARRIETT), NOVELS BY. 

THB DARK COLLBEB. 



Post Bvo, illustrated boards, 9a. each. 
THB QUBBH OP COBEAUOHT. 



JEFFERIES (RICHARD), WORKS BY. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 9«. Od. each. 

HATURB HEAR LOEDOE. 1 THE LIFR OP THE FIELDS. I THE OPEN AIR. 

THE EULOGY OP RICHARD JEFFERIES. By Walter Besant. Second Edi- 
tion. With a Photograph Portrait. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, On. 

JENNINGS (H. J.), WORKS BY. 

CURIOSITIES OP CRITICISM. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 9a. Od. 

LO R D TEEETSOE: A Biographical Sketch. With a Photograph. 'Cr. 8vo, cl., Oe. 

JEROME. — ST AGELAND: Curious -Habits and Customs of its In- 
habitants. By Jerome K. Jerome. With 64 Illufltrations by J. Bernard Partridge. 
Si xteenth Thousand. Fcap. 4to, cloth extra, 3*. Od. 

JERROLD.— THE BARBER'S CHAIR ; & THE HEDGEHOG LETTERS. 

By DcnjQLAS Jerrolp. Post 8vo, printed on laid paper and halMnmnd, 9a. 

JERROLD (TOM), WORKS BY. Post 8vo, la. each; cloth Ump, la. 64. each. 
THE GARDEE THAT PAID THB BEET. 

HOUSEHOLD HORTICULTURE! A Gossip about Flowers. Illustrated. 
OUR K1TCHBR GARDEH: The Plants we Grow, and How we Cook Them. 



JESSE.-SCENES AND OCCUPATIONS OF A COUNTRY LIFE. 

Edward Jesse. Post Bvo, clotn limp, 9a» 



By 



JONES (WILLIAM, F.S.A.), WORKS BY. Cr.8vo, cl extra, 7a. 6d. each. 
PIBOBR-RIBO LORE: Historical, Legendary, and Anecdotal. With nearly 300 

Illustrations. Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
CREDULITIES. PAST ABD PRESBBT. Including the Sea and Seamen, Miners, 

Talismans, Word and Letter Divination, Exorcising and Blessing of Animals, 

Birds, Eggs, Luck, Ac. With an Etched Frontispiece. 
CROWES ABD COBOBATIOBS; A History of Regalia. With 100 Illustrations. 



JONSON'S (BEN) WORKS. 

and a Biographical Memoir by William Gifford. 
ham. Three Vols., crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6a. each. 



Edited 



and Explanatory, 
by Colonel Cuwkihq. 



JOSEPHUS, THE COMPLETE WORKS OF. Translated by Whiston. 
Containing "The Antiquities of the Jews " and ** The Wars of the Tews." With 5a 
Illustrations and Maps. Two Vols.: demy 8vo, half-bound, 19s. Od. 



KEMPT.— PENCIL AND PALETTE : Chapters on Art and Artists. 
** Robert Kemft. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 9a. Od. 



By 



KERSHAW. - COLONIAL FACTS AND FICTIONS: Humorous 
Sketches. By Mark Kershaw. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. t cloth, 9a. Od. 



KEYSER.-CUT BY THE MESS: A Novel. 

Crown Bvo, picture cover, Is. < cloth limp, Is. Od. 



By Arthur Kbyser. 



_8vo,bds., 9a. ea 
THE ORBBB." 



KINGCR. ASHE), NOVELS BY. Cr.8vo,cl.,3e.6d.ea.; poet 

A DRAWB GAHR. | "THE WBABIBO OfT 

PASSIOE'S SLA YE. Post 8vo, Illustrated boards, 9a. 
BELL BARRY, a voU„ crown 8vo. 

KINGSLEY (HENRY), NOVELS BY. 

OAKSHOTT CA STLE. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. 
BUMBBB BBYEETBEM. Crown 8 vo, cloth extra, 3a. 6d. 

KNIGHTS (THE) OF THE LION : A Romance of the Thirteenth Century. 
Edited, with an Introduction, by the Marquess of Loans, K.T. Cr. 8vo a cL ex^ 6c. 



II 



M BOOKS P UBLISHED BY 

KNIGHT. -THE PATIENrS VADE MECUM : How to Get Most 

Benefit from Medical Advice. By William Knight, M.R.C.S., and Edward 
Kkioht, L.R.C.P. Crown 8vo, la. % cloth lim p, In. 64. 

LAMB'S (CHARLES) COMPLETE WORKS, in Prose and Verse. 

** Edited, with Notes and Introduction, by R. H. Shepherd. With Two Portraits 

and Facsimile of a page of the H Essay on Roast Pic." Cr. Svo, el. ex- T«* 64. 

THE ESSAYS OF ELIJL Post 8vo, printed on laid paper and batf-bound, 9a. 

LITTLE ESSAYS: Sketches and Characters by Charles Lam, selected from his 
Letters by Percy Fitxqbrald. Post 8vo , cloth limp, 9a, 64. 

LANDOR. -CITATION AND EXAMINATION OF WILLIAM SHAKS- 

PEARE, &c, before Sir Thomas Lucy, touching Deer-stealing, roth September, 1582. 
To which is added, A CONFERENCE OF MASTER EDMUND SPENSER with tbe 
Earl oi Essex, touching the State of Ireland, 2395. By Walter Savaob Lamdor. 
Fcap. 8vo, half-Roxburghc, 3*. 64. 

LANE. -THE THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS, commonly called in 
England THE ARABIAH EIGHTS' ENTERTAINMENTS. Translated from (he 
Arabic, with Notes, by Edward William Lake. Illustrated by many hundred 
Engravings from Designs by Harvey. Edited by Edward Stanley Poole. With a 

__ Preface by Stanl ey Lane-P oole. Thre e Vols., demy Svo, cloth extra, 7*. 64. ea ch. 

LARWOOD (JACOB), WORKS BY. 

THE STORY OF THE LONDON PARRS. With Illusts. Cr. 8yo, cl. extra. S*. 64. 
ANECDOTES OF THE CLERGY 1 The Antiquities. Humours, and Eccentricities of 
the Cloth. Post 8vo, printed on laid paper and half-bound, ifte* 

Post 8vo, cloth limp, ifte. 64. each. 
FORENSIC ANECDOTES. \ THEATRICAL ANECDOTES. 

LEIGH (HENRY S.), WORKS BY. 

CAROLS' OF COCKAYNE. Printed on hand-made paper, bound in buckram, 5s. 
JEUX D 'B BPRIT. Edited by Henry S. Leigh. Post Svo, cloth limp, 9e» 64. 

LEYS ( JOHN).— THE LINDSAYS : A Romance. Post Svo, illust. bds., 2s. 

LIFE IN LONDON ; or, The History of Jerry Hawthorn and Cor* 
iktrian Tom. With Ceuixshanx's Coloured Illustrations. Crown 8 vo, cloth ettra, 
7». 64. {New Edition preparing. 

LINSKILL.-IN EXCHANGE FOR A SOUL. By Mary Lin skill. 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, Sta . . 

LINTON (E. LYNN), WORKS BY. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 3a. 64. each.. 
WITCH STORIES. | 0UR 8ELYBS; Essays oh Womek, 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. 64. each; post 8vo, illustrated boards, Staweaoh. 
PATRICIA KEMBALL. I UNDER WHICH LORD? 
ATONEMENT OF LEAN DUNDAS. M MY LOYEI" J IONB. 
THE WORLD WELL LOST. 1 PASTOR CAREW, Millionaire ft MlttA 
BOWING THE WIND. j 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9*. each. 
WITH A SILKEN THREAD. \ THE REBEL OF THE FAMILY. 

LONGFELLOW'S POETICAL WORKS. With numerons Illustrations 
on Steel and Wood. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, Te. 64. 

LUCY.— GIDEON FLEYCE : A Novel. By Henry W. Lucy, Crown 
8vo , cloth e xt ra, 3a. 64. ; p ost 8v o, illustrated boards, SN. 

LUSIAD (THE) OF CAMOENS. Translated into English Spenserian 
Verse by Robert Ffkehch Duff. With 14 Plates. Demy 8vo» cloth boards, 18a. 

JjJACALPINE (AVERY), NOVELS BY. 

TERESA ITASCA, and other Stories. Crown 8vo, bound in canvas, He. 64. 
BROKEN WINGS. With 6 Illusts. by W. J. Hen w ess y. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6 a. 

MACCOLL (HUGH), NOVELS BY. 

MB. STRANGER'S SEALED PACKET. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, oL eatra, *•. 
BDNOR WHITLOCK. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6a. 
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McCarthy (justin, m.p.), works by. 

A HISTORY OF OUR OWN TIMES, from the Accession of Queen Victoria to the 
. General Election of 1880. Poor Vols, demy 8vo, cloth extra, 19a. each.— Also 
"t a Popular Edition, in Poor Vols., crown 8vo» cloth extra, 6*. each.— And a 

Jubilee Edition, with an Appendix of Events to the end oi 1886, in Two Vols., 
arge crown Svo, cloth extra, 7e. 64. each. 
A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR OWN TIMES. One Vol.. crown 8vo. cloth extra, 6a. 

—Also a Cheap Popular Edition, post 8vo, cloth limp, 9m, 64. 
A HISTORY OF THE FOUR GEORGES. Four Vols, demy 8vo, cloth extra, 
Ida. each. [Vols. I. & II. rudy. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a, 6d. each; post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. each. 



DEAR LADY WSDAIlf. 

FAIR 8AX0H. JUNLET ROOHFORD. 

HISS HI8AMTHR0PE. 

MY ENEMY'S DAUGHTER. 



THE WATERDALB NEIGHBOURS. 
DONNA QUIXOTE.! MAID OF ATHENS. 
THE COMET OF A SEASON. 
OAMIOLA: A Girl with a Fortune. 



"THE RIGHT HONOURABLE." By Justin McCarthy, M.P.,and Mra.CAMPBELL» 
Praed. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6a. 

McCarthy (justin h., m.p.), works by. 

THE FRENCH RBYOLUTIOR. Four Vols., 8vo, 19a. each. fVole. I. ft II. tea Ay. 
AR OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OF IRELARD. Crown 8vo, la. ; cloth, la. 6«l. 
IRELAND SIMCB THE UHIOR : Irish History, 1798-188& Crown 8 vo, cloth, 6m, 
BNGLAED UNDER GLAD STONE, 1880-88. Crow n 8vo, cloth eatra. 6a. 

HAFIZ IR LOVDOR : Poems. Small 8vo, gold cloth. 3a. 64. 
HARLEQUINADE : Poems. Small 4to, Japanese v ellum, 88. . 

OUR BBHSATIOK HOVEL. Crown 8vo, picture cover, la. \ cloth limp, la. 6d. 
. DOOM ! An Atlantic Episode. Crown 8vo, picture cover, la. 
DOLLY: A Sketch. Crown 8vo, picture cover, la.) cloth limp, la. 64. 
LILY LASS: A Romance. Crown 8vo, picture cover, la. j cloth limp, la. 04. 

MACDONALD.- WORKS OF FANCY AND IMAGINATION. By 

George MacDonald, LL.D. Ten Vols., in cloth case, 31a*— Or the Vols, may be 
had separately, grolier doth, at 9a. 64. each. 
Vol. I. within and Without.— The Hidden Life. 

„ IL The Disciple.— The Gospel Women.— Book of Sonnets.— Organ Songs. 
M III. Violin Sonos.— Songs of the Days and Nights,— A Book of Dreams.— 

Roadside Poems.— Poems for Children. 
„ IV. Parables.— Ballads.— Scotch Songs. 

„ V. & VI. Phantastes; A Faerie Romance. | Vol. VII. The Portent. 
„VII(. The Light Princess.— The Giant's Heart.— Shadows. 
„ IX. Cross Purposes.— The Golden Key.— The Carasoyn.— Little Daylight, 
n X. The Cruel Painter.— The Wow o' Riwen.— The Castle.— The Broken 
Swords.— The Grat Wolf.— Uncle Cornelius. 

MACDONELL.— QUAKER COUSINS : A Novel. By Agnes Macdonell. 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. 64. ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, Saa. 

MACGREGOR. — PASTIMES AND PLAYERS : Notes on Popular 
Ga mes. By Robert Macgreoor. Post 8vo. cloth limp, 9a. 64. 

MACKAY.— INTERLUDES AND UNDERTONES ; or, Music at Twilight. 

B y Ch a rles Maceay, LL.D, Crown 8vo» cloth extra, 6a. 

MACLISE -PORTRAIT GALLERY (THE) OF ILLUSTRIOUS LITER- 

ART CHARACTERS: 88 PORTRAITS \ with Memoirs — Biographical, Critical. 
Bibliographical, and Anecdotal— illustrative of the Literaturo of the fonrier half of 
th e Present Century, by William Bates, B.A. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7a. 64. 

MACQUOID (MRS.), WORKS BY. Square 8vo, cloth eatra. Te. 64, eacfaT 
IN THB ARDENNES. With 50 Illustrations by Thomas R. Macquoid. 
PICTURES ARD LEGENDS FROM NORMANDY AHD BRITTANY. With 

.31 Illustrations by Thomas R« Macquoid. 
THROUGH NORMANDY, With 92 ninstrations by T. R. Macquoid, and a Map. 
THROUGH BRITTART. With 33 Illustrations by T. R. Macquoid, and a Map, 
ABOUT YORKSHIRE. W ith 07 Illustrations by T. R. Macquoid. 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, da. each, 
THB EVIL EYE, and other Stories. | LOST ROSE, 



x6 



BOOK8 PUBLISHED BY 



MAGIC LANTERN, THE, and its Management : including full Practical 
Direction* for producing the Limelight, making Oxygc ~ ... 

SHdo. By T. C HBrwroRTH. With to Illustrations. 



Direction* for producing the Limelight, making Oxygen Gas, and preparing Lantern 
«...* ^ _ — ~ .....t ... Cr. 8vo, la. ; cloth. la . 64, 

MAGICIAN'S OWN BOOK, THE: Performances with Cups and Balls, 
Begs, Hats, Handkerchief, Ac. All from actual Experience. Edited by W. H. 
Ceemee. With aoo Illustrations. Crown 8vo, doth extra. 4*. 64. __ 

MAGNA CHARTA : An Exact Facsimile of the Original in the British 
M useum,j^feet by a feet, with Ann* and Seal* emblazoned in Gold and Co lours, «&»• 

MALLOCK (W. H.X WORKS BY. 

THE KW REPUBLIC. Port 8vo, picture cover, 9a. | cloth limp, 9a. 64. 

THE EB W PAUL ft Y1B0IEI A : Positivism on an Island. Post fro, doth, 9s. 64. 

POEHS* Small 4to, parchment, He* 

IB LIFE WOBTH LIYIHOT Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6a. 

MALLORY'S (SIR THOMAS) MORT D' ARTHUR : The Stories of 
King Arthur and of the Knight* ot the Round Table, (A Selection.) Edited by B. 
Momtoomesje Raheihq. Post 8vo, cloth limp, go. 

MARK TWAIN, WORKS BY. Crown Bvo, doth extra, 7a. 64. each. 

THE CHOICE WOBK1 OF HARK TWAIB. Revised and Corrected throughout 

by the Author. With Life, Portrait, and numerous Illustration*. 
BOUQHIBO IT, and IREOCEETS AT HOME. With *oo Illosts. by F. A. Praser. 
THE GILDED AOE. By Mask Twain and C. D. Warner. With sis Illustrations. 
HABK TWAIB'B LIBRARY OF HUMOUS, With 197 Illustration*. 
A YANKEE AT THE CO URT OF KIBO ARTHU R. With 390 Musts, by Beard. 

C rown 8vo, doth extra (illustrated), 7a. 64. each; post 8vo, Ulosc. boards, 9sw each. 

With an Illustration*. 
, PLBABQBE TRIP.) 

_ _ _ j Illustrations. 

THE PBDICE ABD~THE PAUPER. With 190 IUoitration*. 



*rewn ovo, ciotn extra (luostratea), 7** oeu eacn; post ovo, iu 
THE IEB0CEMT8 ABROAD; or, New Pilgrim's Progress. 

(The Two-ShiWng Edition is entitled HABK TWAIB'B 1 

THE ADYRETUBBg OF TOH BAWYER. With xn lllusti 



A TBAHP ABBOAB. With 314 Illustrations. ' 

LIFE OB THE HBSI8BIFFI. With 300 Illustrations. 

ABYEBTUBBg OF HUCK LEBERRY PIME. With 174 Masts, by B. W. Kekblr. 

THE BTOLBB WHITE BLEPHABT, Ac Cr. 8vo> d* 60. t post 8vo, Ulust. bda>, tie, 

MARLOWE'S WORKS. Including his Translations. Edited, with Notes 
and Introductions, by Col. Cpwhimoham. Crown 8vo, doth extra, 6a. 

MARRYAT (FLORENCE), NOVELS BY. Post 8vo, lllust. boarda. 9a. each. 
A HABYE8T OF WILD O ATg. j WBITTEB IB FI RE. 1 FIOHTIBO THE AIR. 
OPBB I BBBAME I Crown 8vo, doth extra, 3a. 64. ; post 8vo, picture boarda. 9 a. 

MASSINGER'S PLAYS. From the Text of William Gxfpord. Edited 
by CoL Cuwnimoham. Crown 8vo, d oth extra, 6 0. 

JLA.STERMAN.-HALF-A-DOZEN DAUGHTERS : 

Mastbrmak. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a* 



A Novel By J, 



MATTHEWS.— A SECRET OF THE SEA, &c. By Brandbr Matthews. 

Post 8vo, iUustrated boards, 9a. | cloth limp, 9a. 64. 

MAYHEW.-LONDON CHARACTERS AND THE HUMOROUS SIDE 

OF LQ BDOB LIFE. ByHawar Mathxw. With Illnsts. Crown 8vo, doth, 3 a. 64. 

MENKEN.— INFELICIA : Poems by Adah Isaacs Menken. With 
Biographical Preface, Illustrations by P. B. Lummis and P. O. C. Darley, and 
Facsimile of a Letter from Charles Dickems. Small 4to, cloth extra, 7a. 64. 



MEXICAN MUSTANG (ON A), through Texas to the Rio Grande. By 
A. B. Sweet and J. Aemoy Kwox. With S65 Ulasts. Cr. 8vo, doth extra, Ta. 64. 

MIDDLEMASS (JEAN), NOVELS BY. Post 8vo. illust. boards, 9a. each. 
TOUCH AlfD 00. I HE. DOBILUQE. _ 

MILLER.-PHYSI0LOGY FOR THE YOUNG; or. The House of Life. 
Human Physiology, with its application to the Preservation of Health. By Mrs, 
F. Fxm wicx Miller. With numerous Illustration*. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 9a. 64. 
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MILTON* (J. L), WORKS BY. Post 8vo, 1 a. each ; cloth, 1* 64. each. 

THE HYOIBME OF THE SKIM. With Directions for Diet, Soaps. Baths, &c 

THE BATH IM DISEASES OF THB SKIM. 

THB LAWS OF LIFE, AM D THEIR BBLRTI OM TO DI8EA8E8 OF THE SKIM. 
T HE SOCOESSFOL TBBATMBMT OF LBPB08Y. Demy 8vo, la. 

MINTO (WM.)-WAS SHE GOOD OR BA D? Cr. 8vo, Is. ; cloth, Is. 6 d. 
MOLESWORTH (MRS.), NOVELS BY. 

HATHEBOOUBT BEOTOBT. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. 

THAT ftlBL IM BLAOK. Crown 8vo, picture cover, la. i cloth, la. 64. 

MOORE (THOMAS), WORKS BY. 

THE E WCOBEAB: and ALCIPHBOM. Post 8va half-bound, 9a. 

AID YBBSE. Humorous, Satirical, and sentimental, by Thomas Moorr; 



with Suppressed Passages from the Memoirs op Lord Btron. Edited by R. 
Hbrme Shepherd. With Portrait. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, Ta. 64. 

MUDDOCK (J. E.), STORIES BY. 

STOB1BS WBIBD AMD WOMDBBFUL. Post Bro, Ulust. boards, 9a. 9 doth, 9a. 64. 

SHE DEAD HAM'S SECRET: or, The Valley of Gold: A Narrative of Strang 

Adventure. With a Frontispiece by F. Barnard. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, As. } 

post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. 

MURRAY (D. CHRISTIE). NOYELS BY. 

Crown 8ro, cloth extra. 3a. 64. each ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. each. 
A LIFE'S ATOMEHBMT. I COALS OFFIBE. I A BIT OF HUHAM MATURE. 



YAL STBAMGB.J HEARTS. CYNIC FOBTUME. FIRST PEBSOM SIMOULAB. 
A HODEL FATHER. I JOSEPH'S COAT. | THE WAY OF THE WORLD. 

BY THB OATB OF THE SEA. Pott 8vo, picture boards, 9a. 
OLD BfcAUB*B HEBO. With Three Illustrations by A. McCornick. Crown 8vo, 
cloth extra, 6a. ; post 8vo, illustrated boarda. 9a. — 

MURRAY (D. CHRISTIE) * HENRY HERMAN. WORKS BY. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 6a. each ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. each. 
OMB TRAVELLER RETUBMS. . 

PAUL JOMBS'B ALUS. Wit h 13 Illustrations by A. Forcstikr and G. Nicolbt. 
TH B BISHOPS' BIBLE. Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 3a. 64. 

MURRAY.— A GAME OF BLUFF: A Novel. By Henry Murray. 

Post 8vo, picture boards, 9a. 1 cloth limp, 9a. 64. 

TJISBET.— " BAIL UP I " A Romance of Bushrangers and Blacks. 
A * By Hume Nisbet. With Prootispieceapd Vignette. Crown 8 vo, cloth extra, 3a. 64. 

NOVEUSTS.-HALF-HOURS WITH THE BEST NOVELISTS OF 

THE CEMTUBY. Edit, by H. T. Mackenzie Bell. Cr.8vo, cl., 3a. 64. {Prepa ring, 

O'CONNOR. - LORD BEACONSFIELD : A Biography. By T. P. 
w OCowwoa, M.P. Sixth Edition, with an Introduction. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, fie» 

O'HANLON (ALICE), NOVELS BY. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. each. 
THE OHFOBE8EEH. | CHAMCET OB FATE? 



OHNET (GEORGES). NOVELS BY. 

DOCTOR BAMEAU. Translated by Mrs. Cashsk. Hoar. With o Illustrations by 

B. Bayard. Crown 8vo, doth extra, 6a. 1 post 8yd, illustrated boards, 9a. 
A LAST LOVE. Translated by Albert D. Vaxdam. Crown 8vo» cloth extra, 3a. % 
pos t 8vo, illustrated boards. 9a. 
A WEIBD OUT . Translated by Albkrt P. Vanpam. Crown t*o. doth , 3a. 64. 

lY. * 

I THE 1 

fey Am 

ta.64.f 

X)RTU 

O'SHAUGHNESSY (ARTHUR), POEMS BY. 

LAYS OF FBAMCE. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 16a. 64. 
HUS10 AMD HOOMUOHT. Fcap. 8to. cloth extra. Fa, 64. 



OUPHANT (MRSA NOVELS BY. Pott 810, illustrated boards. 9a. aach. 

THE PB IHBOSE HLtH. I THE OREA TEST HEIRESS IM EBOLAMD. 

WHITELADIBS. With Illustrations by Arthur Hopkins aad He war Woods, 
A.R. A. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. 64. % post Svo. illustrated boards, 9a. 

O'REILLY (MRS.).-PH(EBE'S FORTUNES. Post 8vo, illnst. bds.. 2« . 



SOROS OF A WORKER, Fcap. Bro, doth extra, 7a. 04. 



i8 



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY. 



OUIDA, NOVELS BY. 

HELD IM BONDAGE. 

STRATHMORR. 

CHAMDOS. 

UNDER TWO FLAGS. 

CECIL GABTLBMAIBE'S 

GAGE. 
TWO LITTLE WOODBB 

SHOES. 
A DOG OF FLANDERS. 



Cr. 8vo, cl. t 3s. IM. each ; post 8vo, Blast bds., 9a> each. 



IDALIA. 

TRIOOTRIB. 

PUCK. 

FOLLE FARIRB. 

PA8CAREU 

SIGMA. 

ARIADBB. 

IB A WIMTEB CITY. 



MOTHS. 

BIMBI. 

P1PI8TRBLLO. 

IB MABEMMA. 

A VILLAGE COMMUNE. 

WANDA. 

PRESGOfeB. 

PRIBCEBB BAPRAXIBE. 

OTHMAJL \ OU1LBRROY. 



PRIEBDBHIP. 
Crown bvo. cloth extra. 3s. 4M. each. 

STBLIB. 1 RUFFIMO. 

WISDOM, WIT, ABD PATHOS, selected from the Works oi Ouida by F. Sydney 
Morris. Post Bvo, cloth extra, ga-- Cheap Edition, illustrated board s, 9a. 

PAGE (H. A.), WORKS BY. 

* THOREAU : His Life and Aims. With Portrait. Post 8to, cloth limp, 9s. «J. 
ANIMAL ANECDOTES. Arranged on a New Princ i ple. Crown Sv o, doth extra, da. 

PASCAL'S PROVINCIAL LETTERS. A New Translation, with His- 
to rical I n trodoction and Notes by T. M'Crie, P.P. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 9a. 

PAUL.— GENTLE AND SIMPLE. By Margaret A. Paul. Witb Frontis- 
piece by Helen Paterson. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 64. ; post 8vo, Dlust. boards. 9*. 

PAYN (JAMES). NOVELS BY. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. 6d. each; 
LOST BIB HASSIBQBERD. 
WALTEB'S WORD. 
UNDER OBE ROOF. 
LESS BLACK TUAB WE'RE 

PAINTED. 
BY PROXY. 
HIGH SPIRITS. 
A COBFIDEMTIAL AGEBT. 



post Svo, iltnstrated boards, 9s. each. 
BOMB PRIVATE VIEWS. 
A GRAPH FROM A THORN. 
THE TALK OF THE TOWN, 
FROM EXILE. 
THE CANON'S WARD. 
HOLIDAY TASKS. 

GLOW-WORM TALES. _ 

THE MYSTERY OF MIRBBIDGB. 



KIT: A MEMORY. 

CARLTOM*B YEAR. 

A PERFECT TREASURE; 

BBBTIBCK'B TUTOR. 

MURPHY'S MASTER. 

THE BEST OF HUSBANDS. 

FOB CASH OBLY. | CECIL'S TRYST. 

WHAT BE COST HER. 

FALLEB FORTUNES. | HALVES. 

A COUNTY FAMILY. 

AT HER MBRCY. 

A WOMAR'B VBBOEABOE. 



Post 8vo, illustrated boarda79s. each. 



THE CLYFFARD8 OF CLYFFB. 

FAMILY BOAPEGRACE. 

FOSTER BROTHERS. 

FOUBD DEAD. 

GWENDOLINE* HARVEST. 

HUMOROUS STORIES. 

LIKE FATHER. LIKE SOB. 

A MARIN* RESIDENCE. 

MARRIED BENEATH HIM. 

MIRK ABBEY. 

HOT WOOED. BUT WON. 

TWO HUMORED POUMD8 REWARD. 



IB PERIL AMD PRIVATIOB : Stories of Maxinjc Advkntuhx Re-told. With 17 

Illustrations. Crown Svo. cloth extra, 3s. 6d. 
MOTES FROM THE « HEWS.** Crown 8vo, portrait cover, Is, J cloth. Is. IM. 
THE BURMT MILLIOM. Crown 8vo> cloth extra, Sa. 6st 
THE WORD AMD THB WILL. Three Vols., crown 8vo. • 
SUBMY 8TORIBB, and soms SHADY ORES. With a Frontispiece by Fred. 

~ " - ,3«.IM. tShtnUy . 



Barnard. Crown 8 vo, .cloth extra, I 



PENNELL (H. CHOLMONDELEY), WORKS BY. Post avo,d. t 9s. «. each. 

PUCK OB PEGASUS. With Illustrations. w , 

PEGASUS RE-SADDLED. With Ten full-page Illustrations by G. Du Maurier, ' 
THE MUSES OF MAYFAIR. Vers deSoctttc, Selected by H.C Pbhwkll. 

PHELPS fE. STUART), WORKS BY. Post Svo. ts. esch ; cloth, la. «3d. each. 
BEYOND THE GATES. By the Author | AM OLD MAID'S PAJUUUSft, 

of •• The Gates Ajar." | BUBOL ABB IM PAIUUHttET- 

JACK THE FISHERMAM. Illustrated by C. W. Reed, Cr. 8 vo. Is.; cloth, la. 64. ; 

PIRKIS (C. LA NOVELS BY. 

TROOPING WITH CROWS. Fcap. 8vo, picture cover, la, 
LADY LOVELACE. Post 8vo, illustrated boards. 9a. * 
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PLANCHE (J. R.), WORKS BY. 

THE PURSUIVANT OF ARMS; or, Heraldry Founded upon Facts. With 

Coloured Frontispiece, Five Plates, and 909 Illusts. Crown 8vo, clotb, Tw, 6tl. 
BONOS AMP POEM St 1819-1870. Introduction fry Mrs. Mackarness. Cr. 8vo, c l, 0«« 

PLUTARCH'S LIVES OF ILLUSTRIOUS MEN. Translated from the 
Greek, with Notes Critical and Historical, and a Life of Plutarch, by John and 
Wi lliam Langborne. With Portra i ts. Two Vo ls,, de my 8vo, half-bound, lO ». Gd. 



POE'S (EDGAR ALLAN) CHOICE WORKS, in Prose and Poetry. Intro- 
* * ~ ~ ** md Facsimiles. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 7* " " 

Post 8vo. illustrated boards, gs. 



duction by Chas. Baudelaire, Portrait, and Facsimiles. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 7«* i 
THE MYSTERY OF MARIS ROOBT, &c ~ ~ 



P OPE'S POETICAL WORKS. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. ^ 

PRICE (E. C), NOVELS BY. 

Crown 8vo, doth extra, 3*. Gd. each ; post 8vo. illustrated boards. 9*. each. 
YALENTIHA. 1 TH E FORRIOJIERB. 1 M RS. LANCASTER'S RIVAL. 

GERALD, Post 8vo, Illustrated boards, 3a. 



PRINCESS OLGA.— RADNA ; or, The Great Conspiracy of i88r. By 
the Princess Oloa. Crown Bvo, cloth extra, 6s. 

PROCTOR (RICHARD A., B.A.), WORKS BY. 

FLOWERS OF THE SKY. With 53 Ilhists. Small crown 8ro. cloth extra, 3s. 6d. 
EASY STAR LESSORS. With Star Maps for Every Night in the Year, Drawings 

of the Constellations. Ac. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 41s. 
FAMILIAR SCIENCE STUDIES. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, Ge, 
SATURN AMD ITS SYSTEM. With 13 Steel Plates. Demy 8vo, cloth ex., 10s. 6d. 
MYSTERIES OF TIME AND SPACE. With Illustrations. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 6». 
THE UNIVERSE OF SUNS. With numerous Illustrations. Cr. 8vo. cloth ex., (J*. 
WAGES AND WANTS OF SCIENCE WORKERS. Crown 8vo, Is. 6 J. 

PAMBOSSON. -POPULAR ASTRONOMY. By J. Rambosson, Laureate 
** of the Institute of France. With ntrraerous Illusts. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7>. O* . 

RANDOLPH.— AUNT ABIGAIL DYKES: A Novel. By Lt Colonel 
• George Randolph, U.S.A. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. 

BEADE (CHARLES), NOVELS BY. 

Crown Hvo, cioth extra, illustrated, 3s. Gd. each ; post 8vo, tllust. bds., 9s. each. 
PEG WOFFINGTON. Illustrated by S. L. Fildes, R.A.— Also a Pocket Edition, 

set in New Type, in Elzevir style, fcap. 8vo, half-leather, 9s. Od. 
CHRISTIE JOHNSTONE. Illustrated by William Small.— Also a Pocket Edition, 

set In New Tfpe, in Elzevir style, fcap. 8vo, hatf-leather, 9s. Gd. 
IT 18 NEYER TOO LATE TO MEND. Illustrated by G. J. Pin well. 
THE COURSE OF TRUE LOVE NEVER DID RUN SMOOTH. Illustrated by 

Helen Paterson. 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A THIEF. Ac. Illustrated by Matt Stretch. 
LOVE ME LITTLE, LOYB ME LONG. Illustrated by M. Ellen Edwards. 
THE DOUBLE MARRIAGE. Illusts. by Sir John Gilbert, R.A., and C. Keens. 
I»5 JDLOIBTERAND THE HEARTH; Illustrated by Charles Keens. 
HARD CASH. Illustrated by F. W. Lawson. 

GRIFFITH GAUNT. Illustrated by S. L. Fildes, R.A., and William Small. 
FOUL PLAY. Illustrated by George Du Maurier. 
PUT YOURSELF IN HIS PLACE. Illustrated by Robert Barnes. 
A JS55J5H 'TEMPTATION. Illustrated by Bdward Huqhes and A. W. Cooper. 
A SIMPLETON. Illustrated by Kate Craufurd. 

THE WANDERING HEIR, illustrated by Helen Patctson, S. L. Fildes, R.A., 
- C. Greek, and Henry Woods. A.R. A. 
A WOMAN-HATER. Illustrated by Thomas Cooldcxt. 
SKS^Si?* AHD DOUBLBFACB. Illustrated by P. Macnab. 
GOOD STORIES OF MEN AND OTHER* ANIMALS. Illustrated by £. A. 
—.J^SSI: Percy Macqctoid, R.W.S., and Joseph Nash. 
J5?^iyP, and other Stories. Illustrated by Joseph Nash. 
READIANA. With a Steel- plate Portrait q^arle s Reade. 

BIBLE CHARACTERS: St udies of David, Pari, ftp. Fcap. 8vo, leatherette, In. 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WORKS 0FCHARLE8 READS. With an Introduction 
by Mrs, Alex. Ireland, and a Steel-Plate Portrait. Crowu 8vo, buckram, gilt 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 



R1DDELL (MRS. J. HA NOVELS BT. _ l 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. €4. «ch; pott 8vo, illustrated boards, 9s. each. 
HBB MOTHER'S DARURG. I TOIRD STORIES. 

THB PBIBOB Off WALE E'S PARDEE POTT . 

Post 8vo.iiltistrated boards, 9s. each. __ 

UE1EHABITBD HOUSE. JFA1BT WATER. 1 MYSTEBT IB PALACE PARDEE*. 

RIMMER (ALFRED), WORKS BY. SqnmeTo,ciothfttt,7*M.e«ch. 

OUB OLD COUBTBT TOWRB. With ^Illustrations. 

RAMBLES BOUBD BTOB 1BD HABBOW. With 50 Illustrations. 

ABOUT EBOLABP WITH DICKERS. With 58 II lasts, by C. A, VAWOKWioor, Ac. 

ROBINSON CRUSOE. By Danibl Defoe. (Major's Edition.) With 

37 Illustrations by Geqkok Cruikshamk. Post 8vo t balf-boupd, 9s. 

ROBINSON (F. W.X NOVELS BY. 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. M4. each ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9c, each. 
BTBABOE. I THE HA] 



WOMBB ABB STBAEGE. 



HAEDS OF JUSTICE. 



ROBINSON (PHIL), WORKS BY. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 7s. €4. each. 
THE POETS' BIRDS. I THB POETS' BEASTS. 

THB POETS AMP MATURE: REPTILES, PISHES, IMBBCTB. [Preparing. 

ROCHEFOUCAULD'S MAXIMS AND MORAL REFLECTIONS. With 

Notes, and an Introductory Bssay by Saimts»Beovb. Post Svo, cloth limp. 9s. 

ROLL OF BATTLE ABBEY. THE : A List of the Principal Warriors 
who came from Normandy with William the Conqueror, and Settled in this Country. 
A.D. 1066-7. Whh Arms emblasoned in Gold and Colours. Handsomely printed. Se» 



ROWLEY (HON. HUGH), WORKS BY. 

PUB IAEA: B1PPLES ABDJOEES. 



... Post Svo, doth, 9s. €4. each. 

_ _ With numerous Illustrations. 

HOBB PUHIABA. Profusely Illustrated. p 

RUNCIMAN (JAMES), STORIES BY. 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9s. each; cloth limp, 9a. M4. each. 

SKIPPERS ABD SHELLBACKS. | GBACB BAXSa1GM*S SWEETHEART. 
SCHOO LS AHP SCHOLAB S. | , 

RUSSELL (W. CLARK), BOOKS AND NOVELS BY: 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. each i post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9s. each. 
BOUBD THB OALLET-FlBE, I HTSTBBT OF THB "OGEAR STAB.- 

IB THE MIDDLE WATCH. I THB ROMANCE OB JEBMT UAAXOWB, 

A YOTAOB TO THB CAPE. | A BOOK FOB THB HAMMOCK. 

OB THB FO'K'SLB HEAD. Poet Svo, illustrated boards, 9s. 

AB OOBAB TBAOEPT. Cr. Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 44. 9 post Svo, lUast. bds., 9s* 

HT SHIPMATE LOUISE. Three Vols., crown 8vo. 



CAUL-GASLIGHT AND DAYLIGHT. 

** Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9s. 



By George Augustus Sala. 



SANSON.-SEVEN GENERATIONS OF EXECUTIONERS: 

of the Sanson Family (1688 to 1847). Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. Q4. 



Memoirs 



SAUNDERS (JOHN), NOVELS BY. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 64. each; post 8vc 
OUT WATERMAB. | THB HOB IB THE PJ 



» illastrated boards. 9s. each. 
TH. I THB TWO DREAMERS. 

BOUBD TO THB WHEEL. Crown Svo, ctothextra, Ms. €4. 

SAUNDERS (KATHARINE). NOVELS BY. 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 64. each; post Svo. illustrated boards, 9s. each. 
MARGARET ABD BLUABETH. l^HEART SALVAGE, 

THB HIGH HILLS, | SEBAST 1AB. 

JOABMBBBTWEATHEB. Feat Svo, illustrated boards, 9s. 

OIDBOM'S BOCK. Crown Svo, cloth extra. 3s. 64. 

SCIENCE-GOSSIP : An Illastrated Medium of Interchange for Students 
and Lovers of Nature, Edited by Dr. J. B. Taylor, F.L.S., dec. Devoted to Geology, 
Botany, Physiology, Chemistry, Zoology, Microscopy, Telescopy, Physiography, 
Photography, Ac. Price 44. Monthly ; or AWper year, post-free. Vote. I. to XIX. 
may be had, 7s. 0«U each; Vote. XX, to date, OsTeach. Cases to Binding, Is. #4. 
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SECRET OUT. THE : One Thousand Tricks with Cards ; with Enter* 
taining Experiments in Drawing-room or "Whit* Magic" By W. H. Cuubi. 
With 300 Illustrations. Crown gvo, cloth CEtra, 4*. 60I. 



SEOUIN (L. Q.), WORKS BY. 

THK COtJWTRY 6F 



of Bavaria. 

WALKS IM ALGIERS. 



__. THE PASSIOH FLAY (OBERAMMERG AU) and the Highlands 
With Map and 37 Illustrations. Crown Svo, doth extra, 3a. M. 
With a Maps and 16 Illnsta. Crown flvo, cloth extra. 6*. 



S ENIOR (WM.).-BY STREAM AND SEA. Post 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 



SHAKESPEARE. THE FIRST FOLIO.— Mr. William Shakespeare's 
Comedies, Histories, and Tragedies. Published according to the true 

Originall Copies. London, Printed by I " * *'" 

A reduced Photographic Reproduction. _ 
SHAKESPEARE FORCHILDRUT t LAMB'S « 

Illustrations, coloured and plain, by J. Mora Smith. Crown 4*0. cloth, 6a. 



tOBDiBS. ruousnea accoraing to tne true 
I by Isaac Iaooabd and Ed. Blount. 1623.— 
tion. Small 8vo.half-Roxburffhe.Ta* CM. 
IMB*B TALES FROM SHAKESPEABE. With 



SHARP. -CHILDREN OF TO-MORROW: A Novel. 

Sharp. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 6a. 



By William 



SHELLEY.-THE COMPLETE WORKS IN VERSE AND PROSE OF 

PERCY BYSSHB SHELLEY. Edited, Prefaced, and Annotated by R, Hbbu* 
Shepherd. Five Vols., crown 8vo, cloth boards, 3a. CM. each. 

POBTIOAL WORKS, in Three Vols. : 
VoL L Inmducttoa by th« Editor : Porthmnom Fragments of Margaret Nicholson ; Shelley's Cortes- 
poadence with Stockdalat Tbe Wandering Jew; Dumb Mab, with the Notes; Alastor. 
indotbw Poena ;Ro«Hw1«b4H«Ib«: PrometbeiuftJnboond ; Adonali, Ac 
VoL IL Laoo and Cythna ; The Cead ; Jottaaaad Maddalo; SweSJboc the Tyrant; The Witch of 
Adas; EptpsychkHoa: Hellas, 
ahuinoaaftemss The Masque of Anarchy; tad other Pieces. 



PROSE WORKS, in Two Vols. : 
Vol. L The Two Romance! of ZastieoJ sad St trvyeet the Dublin and Maitow Pamphlets i A 

tion of Deism } Letters to Leigh Hunt, aad mom Minor Wrkings and FragaM 
VoL IL The Essays; Letters from Abroad j Translations aad T 

With a BlbMography of ShoUey, and an Index of 



Minor Writings and Fragments. 
Fragments, Edited by Mrs. SHELLEY, 
r the Prose Works. * 



SHERARD.-ROGUES : A Novel 
picture cover, la. % cloth, la. fM. 



By R. H. Shbrard. Crown 8vo» 



SHERIDAN 

P.H.SHBRI 



- PERSONAL MEMOIRS OF GENERAL 

With Portraits and Facsimiles, Two Vols., demy Svo, cloth, 94a» 



SHERIDAN'S (RICHARD BRINSLEY) COMPLETE WORKS. With 

Lie an d Anecdotes. Including his Dramatic Writings, his Works in Prose and 
Poetic Tnu»alations l Speeches.Joket, Ax. With 10 Musts, Cr. Svo, cl., Taw 64. 

THE RIVALS, THE SCHOOL FOR SCAKDAL, and other Plays. Post Svo, printed 
on laid paper and half bo und, 3 a. 

SHERIDaVs OOMEDIEB: THE RIVALS and THE SCHOOL FOR SOAKDAJL. 
Edited, with an Introduction and Notes to each Play, and a Biographical Sketch, by 
Brahder Matthews. With Illustrations, Demy 8vo, half-parchment, 19a* 6dL 

SIDNEY'S (SIR PHILIP) COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS, includ- 
ing all those In "Arcadia." With Portrait, Memorial-Introduction, Notes, Ac. by the 
Rev. A. B. Grosakt, P.P. Three Vols., crown 8vo. cloth boards. 18a. 

SIGNBOARDS : Their History. With Anecdotes of Famous Taverns 



and Remarkable Characters, by Jacob Labwood and John Camden Hotter. 
- - - - - - - 8 and 94 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 7a. CM. 



With Coloured Frontispiece a 



SIMS (GEORGE R.) v WORKS BY. 

Post 8vo. illustrated boards, 9a. each; cloth limp. 9a. 64. each. 
ROGUES AED VaOABOEDS. I BURY JAR MARRIED, 

THE RIE0 O* BELLS. TALES OF TO-DAY. 

MARY JAKE* MEMOIRS. I DRAMAS OF LIFE. Whh 60 Illustrations. 

TIBKLBTOP'S 0R1ME. W ith a Frontispiece by Ma urice Gwiitemhaobn. 

Crown Svo, picture cover, la, each; doth, law CM. each. 
THE DAOOEBT RECITER AMD READER t being Readings and Recitations in 



Prose and Verse, selected from his own Works by Gborob R. Sims. 
HOW THE POOR LIVE: and HORRIBLE LOEDOBT. 
THE CASE OF OEOBOE OAKDLEMAS. 



SISTER DORA : A Biography. By Margaret Lonsdale, With Four 
Illustrations, Demy Svo, picture cover, 4eL 1 cloth, flak 



22^ B OOKS PUBLISHED $V 

SKETCHLEY.-A MATCH IN THE DARK. By Arthur Sketchlby. 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. _ 

SLANG DICTIONARY (THE): Etymological, Historical, and Anec- 

do tal. Crown 8vo, clotb extra, 6s. Od. 

SMITH (J. MOYR), WORKS BY. 

THE PRINCE OF AROOLIB. With 130 Hlasts. Post 8m cloth extra, 3c, 6d* 
TALES OF OLD THULE. With numerous Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth cilt, 6fl. 
THE WO OING OF THE WATER WITCH, illustrated. Post 8vo, cloth, 6*. 

SOCIETY IN LONDON. By A Foreign Resident. Crown 8vo, 

Is. < cloth, la. 6d. 

SOCIETY IN PARIS : The Upper Ten Thousand. A Series of Letters 
tr om Connt Paim, Vasiu to a Young French Diplomat. Crown 8vo. cloth, 6s. . 

SOMERSET. — SONGS OF ADIEU. By Lord Henry Somerset. 

Small 4to, Japanese vellum, 6s. —^.^^...^.^ ____^— 

SPALDING.-ELIZABETHAN DEMONOLOGY: An Essay on the Belief 

in the Existence of Devils. ByT. A. SrAipiHO. LL.B. Crown 8vo. cloth extra. 5*. 

SPEIGHT (T. W.), NOVELS BY. 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards. 9a. each. 
THE MT8TEBIE8 OF HERON DYKE. 1 HOODWINKED, and THE SAMDY- 
BT DEVIOUS WAYS, and A BARKEN CROFT MYSTERY. 

TITLE. 1 THE Q OLDEH HOOP. 

Post 8vo, cloth limp, Is. 6d. each. 
WIFE OB NO WIFE? | A BAR REN TITLE. 

THE SANDYCBOFT MYSTERY. Crown 8vo, picture cover, Is. 

SPENSER FOR CHILDREN. By M. H. Towry. With Illustrations 

b y Walt Eft J. Morgan. Crown jto, cloth gilt, 6s. 

STARRY HEAVENS (THE): A Poetical Birthday Book. Royal 

16010, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. * 

STAUNTON.-THE LAWS AND PRACTICE OF CHESS. With an 

Analysis of the Openings. By Howard Staunton. Edited by Robert B. Wormald. 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gs. __^ 

STEDMAN (E. C), WORKS BY. 

VIOTORIAN POETS. Thirteenth Edition. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 9s. 
THE POET S OF AMERICA. Crown flvo. cloth extra, Qs. 

STERNDALE. - THE AFGHAN KNIFE : A Novel By Robert 

Armitac.e Strrmdalr. Cr. 8vo t cloth extra. 3«. 6d. ; post 8vo, illost. boards. 9s. 

STEVENSON (R. LOUIS), WORKS BY. Post 8yo.cl.Ump, 3a. 6d. each. 
TRAYEL8 WITH A DONKEY. Eighth Edit With a Frontis-by Waltsr Crank. 
AN INLAND VOYAGE. Fourth Edition. With a Frontispiece by Walter Crake. 

Crown 8vo f buckram, gilt top, 6a. each. 
FAMILIAR STUDIES OF MEN AND BOOKS. Fifth Edition. 
THE SILVERADO SQUATTERS. With a Frontispiece. Third Edition. 
THE MERRY MEN. Second Edition. I UNDERWOODS: Poems. Fifth Edition. 
MEMORIES AND PORTRAITS. Third Edition. 
YIRGINIBU8 FU&RIBQU B, and other Papers. Fif th Edition. | BALLADS. 

Crown 8vo; buckram, gilt top, 6s. each ; post 8vd, illustrated boards, 9s. each. 
. NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS. Eleventh Edition. | P RINCE OTTO. Sixth Edition. 

FATHER DAHIEN: An Open Letter to the Rev. Dr. Hyde. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo, hand-made, and brown paper, Is. 

Stoddard. - summer cruising in the south seas. By 

C. Warrkw Stoddard. Illustrated by Walus Mackat. Cr. Svo.cl. extra, 3s. 6d. 

STORIES FROM FOREIGN NOVELISTS. With Notices by Helen and 
Alice Zw kern. Crown 8vo, doth extra, 3s. 6d, 1 pott 8vo, illustrated boards, !•«• 
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STRANGE MANUSCRIPT (A) FOUND IN A COPPER CYLINDER. 

__ With ig Illustra tions by Gilbert Gaul. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, S w. 

STRUTT'S SPORTS AND PASTIMES OF THE PEOPLE OF 

EHGLAHD; including the Rural and Domestic Recreations, May Games, Mum- 
meries, Shows, &C, from the Earliest Period to the Present Time, Edited by 
W.lltam Hqwk. With 140 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7h. Q<l. 

SUBURBAN HOMES (THE) OF LONDON : A Residential Guide. With 
a Map, a nd Notes on Rental, Rat es, and Accommodation , Qrown 8vp, cloth, 7a. O d. 

SWIFT'S (DEAN) CHOICE WORKS, in Prose and Verse. With Memoir, 

Portrait, and Facsimiles of the Maps in " Gulliver's Travels." Cr. $vo, c*., ?•• «3d. 

OULLIYER'S TRAVELS, and A TALE OF A TUB. Post Bvo, printed on laid 

paper and half-bound, 9*. 
A WOHOORAPHON SWIFT. ByJ.pttP RT OH Colliws. Cr.8vo, cloth, 8». [Shortly. 

WORKS BY. 

GEORGE CHAPMAN. (See Vol. II. of G. 

Chapman's Works.) Crown 8vo, G*. 
ESSAYS AED STUDIES. Cr. 8vo, !»*♦ 
ERECHTHBUS: A Tragedy. Cr. 8vc, G*. 
SONGB OF THE SPRINGTIDES. Crown 

8vo, 6ft. 
STUDIES III SONG. Crown 8vo, 7*. 
MARY fiTU ART: A Tragedy. Cr.8vo 8» 
TRISTRAM OF LYOHESSE. Cr. 8vo, 9* 



SWINBURNE (ALGERNON C), 

SELECTIONS FROM POETICAL WORKS 

OF A. C. 8WINBURHE. Fcap. 8vo, Oft. 
ATALANTA IN CALYDON. Cr. 8vo, 0m. 
CHASTELARD: A Tragedy. Cr, 8vo. 7 a. 
NOTES ON POEMS AR1> REVIEWS. 

Demy 8vo, In. 
POEMS AND BALLADS. First Series. 

Crown 8vo or fcap. 8vo, 9e. 
POEMS AND BALLADS. Svcoh d Series. 

Crown 8vo or fcap. 8vo. 9s. 
POEMS AND BALLADS. Third Series. 

Crown 8vo, 7*. 
SONGS BEFORE SUNRISE. Crown 8vo, 

10*. Gd. 
BOTH WELL: A Tragedy. Crown 8vo, 

l^.G«t. 
SONGS Og TWO NATIONS. Cr. 8vo, 6». 



A CENTURY OF ROUNDELS. 6m, 4to. 8*. 
A MIDSUMMER HOLIDAY. Cr.8vo, 7». 
MARINQ FALIERO: A Tragedy. Ctown 

A STUDY OF VICTOR HU«0. Cr.8yo.6». 
MISCELLANIES. Crown 8 vo, Id*. 
LOCR1NB : A Trendy. . X>. Swtf, ««. 
A STUDY OF BBNJON80N. Cr. 8vo. 7«> , 



SYMONDS.-WINE, WOMEN*, AND SONG : Mediaeval Latin Students' 
Songs. With Essay and Trans, by J. Aopingtqw Symomds, Fcap. 8vo, parchment, Qa» 

SYNTAX'S (DR.) THREE TOURS: In Search of the Picturesque, iri 

Search of Consolation, and in Search of a Wife. With Rowlamdson's Coloured Ulus- 

t rations, and Lite of the Anthor by ) . C Hottkh. C rown 8vo. cloth elfra, 7 a. 6d. __ 

TAINE'S HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. Translated by 

x Hknry Van Laum. Four Volt* medium 8vo, cloth boards, .3©a»~PoPVLA* Edition, 
Two Vols.* large crown 8vo, cloth extra, 15a. t : . _ 

TAYLOR'S (BAYARD) DIVERSIONS OF THE ECHO CLUB: Bur- 

lesqnes of Modern Writers. Post 8vo , cloth lim p, S lw. . . - ; • , 

TAYLOR (DR. J. E., F.L.S.), WORKS BY. Cr.8vo,cl.ex.,7«.Od.each. 
THE SAGACITY AND MORALITY OF PLAHT8: A Sketch of the Life and Conduct 
of the VegeUble Kingdom. With a Coloifred Frontispiece and 100 Illustrations. 
OUR COMMON BRITISH JFOSSUL&and Where to Find Them. 331 Illustrations. 
THE PLAYTIME If ATURALI8T. With 366 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth, tin . 

TAYLOR'S (TOMJ HISTORICAL DRAMAS. Containing - Clancartv,", 
"Jeanne Darc, M ,r »Twixt Axe and Crown," "The Fool's Revenge,* "Arkwrlght'S 
Wife/* "Anne Boleyn* " Plot and Passion. 1 * Crown Bvo, cloth extra, 7 a. Od, 
V The Plays may also be had separately, at In. eac h. 



TENNYSON (LORD): A 

With a Photograph-Portrait. 



phical Sketch,. 
Wo, «lofh extra, w 



By H. J. Jennings.. 



THACKERAY ANA : Notes and Anecdotes. ' Illustrated by Hundreds of 
Sketches by William Maxxpsacb Thacksrat, depicting Humorous Incidents in 
his School-life, and Favourite Characters in the Books of his Every-day Reading. 

With a Coloured Frontispiece. Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 7a. Od. __ 

THAMES. -A NEW PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE THAMES. 

By A. S. Kraussb. With 340 Illustrations Post 8vo, la. J cloth, la. 00, 



-COOKS PUBLISHED BY 



THOMAS (BERTHA), NOVELS BY. Cr. s^cus* «.«*.; pott 8*o,fe.e*. 

CRESSIDA. | THl YIOHB-PLATBB. [ PROUD MAISIE. 

THOMSON'S SEASONS, and CASTLE OF INDOLENCE. Introduction 
by Allan Cunningham, and Illustrations on Steel and Wood. Cr. 8vo. cl.. Ta. <M. 

THORNBURY (WALTER), WORKS BY. Cr.8vo.ci. extra, r-.*.. each. 

THE Lin AMD CORRESPORDEBCB OF J. M. W. TUBBBB. Fonnded upon 

Letters and Papers famished by his Friends. With Illustrations in Colours. 
HAURTBD LOBBOB. Edit byB, Walforp, M.A. Il lusts. by F. W. Fairbolt, F.SJL 

Post 8vo, illaatrated boards, 9a. each. 
OLD BTOBIBS BB-TOLP. \ TALES FOB THE MABIBBS. p 

TIMBS (JOHN), WORKS BY* Crown 8vo ( doth extra. Te. «d. each. 

THE HISTORY OF CLUBS AMD CLUB LIFB LB LOBDOBs Anecdotes of its 
Famous Coffee-booses, Hostehies, and Taverns. With 42 Illustrations. 

BBOU8H EOCEBTRICBARDEOCESTBIOITIEB: Stories of Wealth and Fashion, 
Delusions, Impostures, and Fanatic Missions, Sporting Scenes, Eccentric Artists, 
Theatrical Folk, Men of Letters. &c With 48 Illustrations. 

TROLLOPE (ANTHONY), NOVELS BY. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra. Saw M. each ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. each, 
THB WAT WE LIYB BOW. I MABIOH FAT. 

KEPT IB THB DARE. MB. SCARBOROUGH'S FAULT. 

FBAU FROHMARB. | THB LAE D-LBAOUBBg. 

Post 8v©, illustrated boards, 9sw each. 
OOLBBB LIOB OF OBAEPEBB. 1 JOHE CALDIOATB. 1 AMEBICAB SBBATOB. 

TROLLOPE (FRANCES EA NOVELS BY. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 3a. M. each; post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. each. 
LIKE SHIPS UPOB TOE SEA. | MABEL'S PROGRESS. I ABBE FUBBE8S. 

TROLLOPE (T. A.). -DIAMOND CUT DIAMOND. Post svo, must bds.. 9«, 

TROWBRIDGE.--FARNELL'S FOLLY: A Novel. By J. T Trow. 
bmdol Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a. 

TYTLER (C. C. FRASER-).-MISTRESS JUDITH : A Novel. By 

C. C. FRASKTt'TrTLER. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, Saw 64. ; post 8vo, illust boards, 9*» 

TYTLER (SARAH), NOVELS BY. 

Crown 8vo» cloth extra, 3*. 6dU each ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, 9a* each. 
WHAT SHE OAMB THROUGH. I LADY BELL. 

THB BBIDB'S PASS. BURIED DIAMOBDS. 

BOBLBBSB OBLIGE. THB BLAOKHALL GHOSTS. 



Post Svo, illustrated boards, 9a. each. 
BAIBT MUBOO*B CITY. | DISAPPEARED. 
BEAUTY ABD THB BEAST. I THB HUOUBBOT FAMILY. 
C1TOYEBBB JACQUBLIBE. j 

VILLARL—A DOUBLE BOND. By Linda Villari. Fcap. 8vo, picture 

cover. Is. .___ 

WALT WHITMAN, POEMS BY. Edited, with Introduction, by 
W¥ William M.RossETTt. With Portrait. Cr. 8 vo, hand-made paper and buckram, <M. 

WALTON AND COTTON'S COMPLETE ANGLER; or, The Con. 

templative Man's Recreation, by Isaac Walton ; and Instructions bow to Angle for a 
Trout or Grayling in a clear Stream, by Charus Cotton. With Memoirs and Notes 
by Sir Harris Nicolas, and 61 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth antique, 7e» 64. 

WARD (HERBERT), WORKS BY. 

FIVE TEARS WITH THB COBOO CAEBTBALS. With 9* Illustrations by the 
Author, Victor Pbrard, and W. B. Davis. Third ed. Roy. 8vo, cloth ex.. 14a. 

MY LIFB WITH STARLET'S REAR GUARD. With a Map by F. S. Wkllkr, 
F.R.G.S. Post 8vo, t a. } cloth, 1 a. «o% _ 2 

WARNER.— A ROUNDABOUT JOURNEY. By Charles Dudley 
Warner. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6a. 
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WALFORO (EDWARD, M.A.), WORKS BY. 

WALFOBJTS COUNTY FAMILIES OF THE UNITED KIBG DOM (1891% Contain- 
ing the Descent, Birth, Marriage, Education, ftc. of it.ooo Heads of Families, 
their Heirs, Offices, Addresses, Clubs, Ac Royal 8vo, cloth gilt, Ms. 
SHILLWO FEEBAOE (1SH). Containing a List of the 



WALFOBD'S 



1 House of 



Lords, Scotch and Irish Peers, Ac/jamo, cloth. Is. 
WALFOKD'8 BHILLIBG BAROBBTACft (1101). Containing a List of the Baronets 

of the United Kingdom, Biographical Notices, Addresses, &c. 3*mo, cloth, la. 
WALFOBD'S BHILLIBG KBIOHTAOB (18H). Containing a List of the Knights 

ot the United Kingdom. Biographical Notices, Addresses,sc. samo, cloth, Is. 
WALFOBD* SHILUBCHhOUSE OF COHHOBB (lttl). Containing a List of all 

Members of Parliament, their Addresses. Clubs. Ac. ytmo. cloth. Is. 
LEW PEBBAGE, BABOEBTAOE, KBIG 



WALFOBD'B GOMPLBT* PEBBAGE, BABOBBTAOB, KBIOHTAGB, AMD 
HOUSE OF CO MHOBB (lSSflb Royal s«no, cloth extra, gilt edses. 5s. 

WALFOBD'B WIKDSOR PEERAGE, BABOBETAGE, ABD KBIGHTAGE (1881). 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 12s. 64. 

TALBB OF OUB GBEAT FAMILIES. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, tfs, 64. 

WILLIAM PITT; A Biography. Post8vo, cloth extra, gs. 

WARRANT TO EXECUTE CHARLES I. A Facsimile, with the 59 
Signatures and Seals. Printed on paper as in. by 14 in. 3s. 
WARRABT TO EXBCUTB HARY QUBEB OF BOOTS. A Facsimile, including 
J Queen Elisabeth's Signature and the Great Seal. Sis. ______ 

WEATHER. HOW TO FORETELL THE, WITH POCKET SPEC- 

TBOBCOPE. By P. W. Cory. With 10 Illustrations. Cr. 8vo, !». ; cloth, Is. 64. 

WESTROPP.-HANDBOOK OF POTTERY AND PORCELAIN. By 

Hopoxa M. Westkopf. With musts, and List of Marks. Cr. 8ro. cloth, 4s. 64. 



WHIST.-HOW TO PLAY SOLO WHIST. 

and Chaslks F. Pardon. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 



By 
64. 



Abraham S. Wiles 



WH ISTLER'S (MR.) TEN O'CLOCK. Cr. 8vo, hand-made paper, Is. 



WHITE.-THE NATURAL HISTORY OF SELBORNE. 

Whits, M.A. Post 8vo, printed on laid paper and half-bound, as. 



By Gilbert 



WILLIAMS (W. MATTIEU, F.R.A.S.), WORKS BY. 

SCIEWOE IB BHOBT 0HAPTBB8. Crown 8m, doth extra, ft. 64. 

A SIMPLE TREATISE OB HEAT. With Illusts. 

THE CHEMISTRY OF OOOKBBT. Crown I 
THE CHEMISTRY OF IROB ABD STEEL I 



1 ovo, ciotn extra, ts. ejen 

Hosts. Or. 8ro, cloth limp, 9s. 04. 

1 8vo, doth extra, 6s. 

1 MAKIBO. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6sw 



WILSON (DR. ANDREW, F.R.S.E.), WORKS BY. 

CHAPTEBB OB BYOLUTIOB. With ajolllustratlons. Cr. 8*0, cloth extra, Ts. 64. 
LEAVES FROM A BATUBALISTO E0R-BOOK. Post 8To?cloth limp, 4s. 64. 
LBISURB-TIMB STUDIES. V lth Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. 
STUDIES IB LIFE ABD BBRI B. With numerous Illusts. Cr. 8vo, cl. ex, 6s. 
COMMOB ACCIDBBTS: HOW 10 TBBAT THEM. Illusts. Cr. 8vo, lsw| cl., Is. 64. 
0LI MPBE8 OF LIFE ABD HATUBE. Crown 8to, cloth extra, 3s. 64. [Shortly. 



WINTER (J. S.J 

CAVALRY LIFE 



STORIES BY. Post 8vo. illustrated boards, da. each. 
I BB6IMBETAL LBOEBDS. 



WOOD.— SABINA : A Novel By Lady Wood. Post 8vo t boards, 2s. 



WOOD (H. F.), DETECTIVE STORIES BY. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. each ; post 8vo. illustrated boardi 
PABSBBOEB FROM SCOTLABD YARD. | BBOLISHMAE OF 



s. 9s. each. 
THE BUE CAIB. 



WOOLLEY.-RACHEL ARMSTRONG ; or, Love and Theology. 
Cslia Parker Woolley. Post 8vo, fllostrated boards, He* | cloth, 9s. 64, 

WRIGHT; (THOMAS). WORKS BY. CrOwn Svo, cloth extra, Ts. 64. i 
TUBE HISTORY — "~ — -— -— • — - - - - - • 



By 



CARICATC 



OF THE GBOBGBB. With 400 Pictures, Caricatures, 



Squibs, Broadsides, Window Pictures, Ac 

HISTORY OF CARICATURE ABD OF THE OROTBSQUB IB ART, LITEBA* 
TUBE, SCULPTURE, ABD PAIETIEO. Illustrated by P. W. Faisholt, F.S.A . 



VATES (EDMUND), NOVELS BY. Post 8*0, illustrated 
* LAUD AT LAST, I TUB FORLOBE HOPE. | CAJ 



citStttf-** 
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LISTS OF BOO KS CLASSIFIE D IN SERIES. 

•»• For full cataloguing, tet alphabetical arraagimetU, pp. 1-45. 



THE MATFAIR LIBRARY. 
A Journey Round My loom. By Xavixi 

DE MAISTRB. 

?ulps and Quiddities, By W. D. Adams. 
he Agony Column c * "The Times," 
Melancholy Anatomii id : Abridgment of 

" Barton's Anatomy < Melancholy,* 
The Speeches of Charts Dickens. 



Poet svo, cloth limp, 9a. Gd. per Volume. 

Little Essays: from Lamb's Letters. 
Forensic Anecdotes, By Jacob Larwood 
Theatrical Anecdote*. Jacob Larwood. 
Jcuxd'Bsprlt. Edited by Henry & Leigh. 
Witch Stories. By R. Lynn Limtom. 
Ourselves, By E. Lymh Linton. 



Literary Frivolities, Fancies, Follies, 

and Frolics. Bv W - *" ^^ 

Poetical Ingenuities. 



By W. T. Dobson. 

ByW.T. Dobsom. 



The Cupboard Papers. By Fin-Bbc. 
W. 8. Gilbert's Plays. First Series. 
W. 8. Gilbert's Plays. Second Series. 
Songs of Irish Wit and Humour. 
Animals and Masters. By Sir A. Helps. 
Social Pressure.. By Sir JL Helps. 
Curiosities of Criticism. H. I. Jehwtwgs. 
Holmes's Autocrat of Breakfast-Table. 
Pencil and Palette. By R. Kempt. 



Pastimes ft Players, * By R. Macgrbgob. 
Hew Paul and Virginia. W.H.Malloce. 
Hew Bepubllc By w. H. Mallock. 
Puck on Pegasus. By H. C. Pemnell. 
Pegasus Re-Saddled/ By H.C.Ps* hell. 
■uses of Hayfalr. Ed. H. C. Pbbnell. 
Tboreau t His life ft Alma By H. A, Pace. 
Punlasa, By Hon. Hugh Rowley. 
■ore Punlana. By Hon. Hugh Rowlet. 
The Philosophy of Handwriting. 
By Stream and Sea. By Wm. Senior. 
Leaves fsom a *s*arallsiw Mots-Book. 
By Dr. Andrew Wilcox. 



THE GOLDEN LIBRARY. Post Svo, cloth limp,** per Volume. 



-Bayard Taylor's Diversions of the Echo 

Club. 
Bennett's Ballad History of England. 
Bennett's Songs for Sailors. 
Godwin's Lives of the Hecromanoera. 
Pope's Poetical Works. . 



Holmes's Autocrat of Breakfast Table. 
Holmes's Professor at Breakfast Table. 
Jesse's Scenes of Country Life, 
■allorys Mort d f Arthur: Selections. 
Pascal* Provincial Letters. 
Rochefoucauld's Maxims ft Reflections. 



THE WANDERER'S LIBRARY. 

Wanderings in . Patagonia, By /uuua 

Beerbohm. Illustrated. 
Camp Notes. By Frederick Boyle, 
Savage Ufa, By Frederick Boyle, 
, Morrie England in the Olden Time. By 

G. Daniel. Illustrated by Cruikshank, 
Circus Life. By Thomas Frost. 
IJves of the Conjurers. Thomas Frost. 
The Old Snowmen and the Old London 
' Fairs. By Thomas Frost. ' 
Lpw-Llfe Deeps. By James Greenwood. 



Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 64. each. 
Wilds of London. Jambs GaxENwooo. 
Tunis. Cher. HesseAVartego. m IUusts* 
Life and Adventures ef a Cheap Jack. 
World Behind the Scenes. P.Fitsosbald. 
Tavern Anecdotes and Sayings. 
The Genial Showman. ByE.P. Kingston. 
Story of London Parks. Jacob Larwood. 
London Charac ter s. By Henry Matbew. 
Seven Generations of Executioners. 
Summer Cruising In the South Seas. 

By C Warren Stoddard. Illustrated. 



POPULAR SHILLING BOOKS. 



Harry Flndyer at Cambridge, 

Jeff Brfggs's Love Story. Beet Harts. 

Twins of Table Mountain. Bret Hartb. 

A Day's Tour. By Percy Fitzgerald. 

Esther's Glove, By R. E. Fsaxcixxon, 

Sentenced I By Someuvillk Gidnev. 

The Professor's Wife. By L. Graham. 
/Mr*. Gainsborough's Diamonds. By 

Julian Hawthorne. 
> Mfagara Spray. ' By J. Hoilingshead. ' 

A Romance of the Queen's Hounds, By 
Charles James. 

The Garden that Paid the Bent By 

TOMjERJtOLD. 

Cut by the Mess. By Arthur Kjeysxr. 
Our Sensation Hovel. J. H. McCarthy, 
Doom! By Justin H. McCarthy, M.P. 
Polly. By Justim H. McCarthy, M. P. 
tnryLasa, Justin H. McCarthy, M.P. 



V She Good or Bad? ByW.Mnrro. 
at Girl In Black. Mrs. Molesworth. 



Thu 

Botes from the "Hews," By J as. Payn. 
" A_ — lyE.S. Pmel 
By E. S. Phi 
, By B. S. Phelps. 



Bcyo _ 

Old Maid's Paradise. 
Burglars In Paradise. 
Jack she Fisherman. By B. S. Phelps. 
Trooping with Crows* By C. L. Pirris, 
Bible Characters. By Charles Reads, 
Rogues. * By R. H. Shbrard. 
The Dagonet Reciter. By G. R. Sims. 
How the Poor Live, By G. R, Sims. 
Case of George Candlemas. G. R. Sims. 
Sandycroft Mystery. T. W. Speight. 
Hoodwinked. By T. W. Speight. 
Father Damien. By R- U Stevenson. 
A Double Bond. By Linda Villari. 
My Ufs with Stanley* Bear Guard. % By 

HsaBSE^WARDj, tmfr 
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MY LIBRARY. 

Choice Works, printed on laid paper, bound helf-Roxburgbe, '<*•. •*!• each. 
Four Frenchwomen. By Austih Dobsoh. I Christie Johnstone. By Charlbs Rbad*. 
Citation f^d 'Examination of William With a Photogravure Frontispiece. 

SnahspcaVo. By W. S. Lannon. Fog Wofflngton. By Charles Rbapi. 



THE POCKET LIBRARY. Postsvo, 

The Essays of Ella. By Charles Lamb. 
Robinson Crusoe. Edited by John Major. 

With 37 Musts, by George Cruikshan*. 
Whims and Oddities. By Thomas Hood. 

With 85 Illustrations. ^ ^ 

The Barber's Chair, and The Hedgehog 

Letters. By Douglas Jerrold. 
Gastronomy as a Fine Art. By Brillat- 

Savarin. Trans. R. E. Anderson, M.A. 



printed on laid paper and hf.-bd., 9s. each. 
The Enlenrean, &c » By Tbomas Moore. 
Leigh Hunt's Essays. Ed. E. Ollirr. 
The Mature! History of Selborne. By 

Gilbert White. 
Gulliver's Travels, and The Tale or a 

Tub. By Dean Swift. 
The Rivals, School for Scandal, and other 

Plays by Richard Brinslky Sheridan. 
Anecdotes of the Clergy. J. Labwqoo. 



THE PICCADILLY NOVELS. 

Library Eoitiohs of Novels by th* Best Authors, many Illustrated, 
crown 8vo» doth extra, 3e. 6d. each. 



By GRANT ALLEN. 

Phlllstla. I For Malmle's Sake. 

Babylon The Devil's Die. 

In all Shades. This Mortal Coil. 

The Tents of Shem. | The Great Taboo. 

By ALAN ST. AVBYN. 
A Fellow of Trinity. • 
By Bar. S, BARING GOULD. 
. Bed Spider. I Bve. 

By W. BBSANT cY JT. RICE. 



By Cella's Arbour. 
Honks of Theiema. 
The Seamy Side* 
Ten Years* Tenant. 



My Little Girt. 
Case of Mr.Luoraft 
ThisSonofYulean. 
Golden Butterfly. 
Ready-Money Mortiboy. 
With Harp and Grown. 
•Twas in Trafalgar's Bay. 
The Chaplain of the Fleet. 

By WALTER BBSANT. 
All Sorts and Conditions of Men. 
The Captains' Room. 
All in a Garden Fair _ .. ^ 
The World Went Very Well Then. 
For Faith and Freedom. 
Dorothy Forster. I Herr PaiUus. 
Uncle Jack. Bell of St. Paul's. 

ChlldrenofGlbeon.|To Gall Her Mine. 

By ROBERT BUCHANAN. 
The Shadow of the Sword. 
A Child of Nature. 
The Martyrdom of Madeline. 
God .and the Man. The Hew Abelard. 
Love Me for Ever. Foxglove Manor. 
Annan WateJT Master of the Mine, 
Matt. Heir of Linne, 

By HALL CAINE. 
The Shadow of a Crime, 
A Son of Hagar. | The Deemster. 

fflORT. eV FRANCES COLLINS. 

Sweet Anne Page. J Transmigration, 
From Mldnlghtio Midnight. 
Blacksmith and Scholar. 
Village Comedy, j You Play Mo False 



By Mre.M.LOVBTTCAMBRON. 

Juliets Guardian.| DecorversEver. 

By WILKIE COLLINS. 



Armadale. 
After Dark. 
Mo Hame. 
Antonlne* I Bae 
Seek. 



The Frozen Beep. 
The Two DetLin lc? T 
Law and the Lady. 
Haunted Hotel. 
The Fallen Leave*. 
Jotobel'a Daughter 
The Black Robe. 
Heart and Science, 
"I Say No.* 
Little Novels. 

ft.'- Evil Genius, 
lie Legacy orcein 
A Rogue's Life, 
Blind Love. 



Hide and 
The Dead Secret 
Queen of Hearts.. 
My Miscellanies. 
Woman in White. 
The Moonstone. 
Man and Wife. 
Poor Mtss Finch. 
Miss or Mrs? ' 
Mew Magdalen. . 

By BUTTON COOK. 

Paul Foster's Daughter. 

By WILLIARI CYPLES. 

Hearts of Gold. 

By ALPftlONSE DAfJDEf. 

The Evangelist ; or, Port Salvation. 

Hf JTAHUSS BE MILLS. 

A Castle in Spalri. 

By JT. LEITJI DERWENT. 

Our Lady of Tears. | Circe's Lovers, 

By Mrs. ANNIE ED WAR RES. 
Archie Lovell. 

By PERCY FITZGERALD. 
Fatal Zero* 

Hf r. b. francillon. 

A Real Queen. 
King or Knave? 

Pr«£»ySlrBABT**B FRERE. 

Pandurang Hari. 

By EDWARD GARRBTT. 

The Cape! Girls, 



Sueen Cophetua. 
ne by One. 
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Tin Piccadilly (j/6) Novels- continued. 

■r cmmLis GIBBON. 
Mta Gray. I The Soldon Shaft, 

Loving a Dree m. ^^ ^ 

Queen of the lMd«W. 
the Flower of the Fores*. 

By JULIAN HAWTHOBNB. 
Garth. 



Silloe teentfn. Fortune*. Fool. 
5*£w*» Stroma. Mteatrlx Rudolph. 
David Foladexter's Disappearance. 
TIm Spectre or the Cameriu 

By Mr A. HBLP8, 
Ivan de Blron* 

By ISAAC HENDBBSON. 
Agatha Page. 

BrJIiaAlFBED HUNT. 
The Leaden Casket | Self-Gondainned. 



By JEAW INGKLOW. 
Fated to he Free. 

By R. ASHE KING. 

A Drawn Game. 

-The Wearing of the Green." 

By HENRY KINGSLEY. 

■amher Seventeen. 

Bf B. LYNN LINTON. 

Patricia KembalL I lone. 

Under which Lord? Pastoa Carew. 

25* Ji*™ 1 * A ' *"»*****• Wind. 
The Atoneneat of Learn Dundee. 
The World Well Loot. 

Br henry w. lucy. 

Gideon Fleyoe. 

Br JUSTIN HeCARTHY. 

A Fair Saxon. I Donna Outxote. 
Unley Boehford. Held of Athens. 
Miss Misanthrope. I Gamlela, 
The Waterdale Neighbours. : 
Mr Enemy's Daughter. 
Dear Lady Disdain. 
The Coast of a Season. 

Br AGNES HACDONELL. 

Quaker Cousins, 

m3f FLOBBNCE RUBBYAT. 
Open! Sesame t 
Hj D. CHRISTIE MURRAY. 

Ufa's Atonement. I Coals of Fire. 

Joseph's Coat. Yal Strange. 

A Model Father. Hearts. 

A Bit of Human Mature. 

First Person Singular. 

Cynic Fortune. 

The Way of the World. 

Br HURRAY Jfc HERMAN. 

The Bishops* Bible. 

By GBOBGES OH NET. 

A Weird Gift. 



Ths Piccadilly (3/6) Nov*L8-co»/jim/J. 
By Mrs. OLIPHANT. 



Under Two Flags. 
Idalla. ^^ 

CeeUCaatlemalne's 

Triootrln. | 
Foils Farina. 
A Dog of Flanders. 
PaeeareL f Signa. 

Princess Br 

lne. 



Baprax- 



Hy OUTDA. 

Friendship. 

Moths. 1 lib 

Pipistrello. 
AYlllageOommune 
Blmbi. I Wanda. 
Frescoes. 
In Maremma. 
Othmar. | Byrlin. 
Ouilderoy. 
By MARGARET A. PAUL. 
Gentle and Simple. 

. A „ «J 'AMES PAflf. 
Loot Sir Masslngberd. 
LeesBlaek than We're Painted. 
A Confidential Agent. 
A Grape from a Thorn. 
Some Private Ylsws. 
In PeHl and Privation. 
The Mystery of Mlrhrldge. 
The Canon's Ward. 
Walter's Word. 
~ ~ iy. 

tfrlts. 

_ One r 

FromBzJIe. 

Hy E. C. PRICE, 

Valentine, 



HfghBpfcl 
Under One 



r-worm Tales, 
of the Town. 



Talkt.™™. 
Holiday Taeke. 
The Bant Million. 
Bunny Stories. 



J The Foreigners, 
Rival. 



Mrs. Lancaster's 

By CHARLES BEADS. 

It It Never Too Late to Maud, 

The Double Marriage, 

Lave He Little. Love He Long. 

The CI oilier and the Hearth. 

The Court* of True Loire, 

Tha AQtoblojCraphy or a Thief. 

Put Yourself tn hli Place. 

A Terrible Temptation. 

Blngleheart and Double face* 

Good Stories of Men and other Animals. 

Hard Csih. Wandering Heir. 

V*& Wofflngton* A Woman-Haiar. 

ChrlitleJohnitona* A Simpleton. 

Griffith Gaunt. Hcadlana. 

Foul Play, The Jilt. 

Br Mrs. JT. H. RIDDEL!*, ' 
Her Mothers Darling. 

Br F. W. ROBINSON. 

Women are Strange. 
The Hands of Justice. 

By W. CLARK RUSSELL. 

An Ocean Tragedy. 

Ry JOHN SAUNDERS. 

guy Waterman. | Two Dreamers. 
Bound to the Wheel. **— ™* 

The Ieon In the Path. 
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T vi Piccadilly (3/6) Notsls— coM*ifti<«f. 
By KATHAB1NB SAUNDERS, 
■art aret and BUsaboth. 
OidMD'i Book. I Heart Salvage. 
Tot High Mills. I Sebastian. 

By IUWLVV SMART, 
Without Love or Llosnee. 

By B. A. STERNDALB, 
Tho Afghan Knife. 

By BEBTHA THOMAS, 
Proud Malsls. | Gresslda. 
Tho Ylolln-player. 

Bv FRANCES B. TBOLLOPE. 
Liko Ships upon thejoea. 
Aoao Farness. | 



The Piccadilly (3/5) Novels— continued. 

By ANTHONY TBOLLOPE. 

Prao Prehmaan. I Kept la tho Dark, 
Marten Fay. I Land-Leaguers, 

Tho Way Wo Live Mow. ^^ 
Mr. Scarborough's Family. 

By IVAN TURQBNIEFF, oVc 

Itorioo from Foreign Bovellsts. 

By C. C. FBA8EB-TTTLEB. 

Mistress Judith. 

By SABAH TTTLBB. 
Tho BHdo*o Pass. I Lady BolL 
Bohlooao Oblige. Burled 
What tho Game Through. 
Tho BlaokhaU Ghosts. 



CHEAP EDITIONS OF POPULAR NOVELS. 

Pott 8vo, Illustrated boards, 9c each. 

By ARTRMUS WARD. 

Artsmus Ward Complete. 

By BDHIOND ABOUT. 
1 Fellah. 



Tho L 

By HAMILTON AIDE. 

Care of Oarrljoii. | Confidences. 

By Mra. ALBXANDBB. 
Maid, Wlfs,or Widow r | Yalerlo's Fat*. 

By GRANT ALLEN. 
Strange Stories. I Tho DotU's Die. 
Phllistts, This Mortal Coll. 

Babylon. I la all Shades. 

Tho Beckoning Haad. 
tor MeJmisTleke. | ToaU of Shorn, 

By ALAN ST.AUKYN. 
A Follow of Trinity. 

Bj Rer. S. BARING GOULD. 

Bad Spider, I Bvo. 



By FRANK BABBETT. 
Fottorod for Life. 
By SHBLSLB ¥ BBAI7CHAHP. 

Graatley Grange. 

W. KEHANT A J> RICE 



ny Little OlrU 
Caie of M r Luc raft. 



By Cella's Arbour. 

MotikkoT Thtloma. 

The Beamy Bid*. 

Tan Yean 'Tenant. 



Golden Butterfly. 
Ready Money Marti boy, 
With Harp and Crown, 
Teraa in Trafalgar' t Bay, 
The Chaplain of the Fleet, 

By WALTER BE 9 4 NT. 

Dorothy Forotor. I Undo Jack. 

Children of Gibson. I Heir Paulas. 

All Sorts and Conditions of Men. 

The Captains' Boon. 

All In a Garden Fair. 

The World Went Tory Well Then. 

For Faith and Freedom. 

By FREDERICK BOYLE, 
I lavage Ufa. 



Camp Botes. 
Chronicles of Bo-i 



By BBKT HABTB. 

Flip. I Callfsrnlan Stories 

The Look of Bearing Camp. 
A Phyllis of the Merras. 

By HABOLD BBYDQES. 
Onele Sam at Homo. 

j ROBERT BUCHANAN. 



The Shadow of the 

Sword, 
A Ohlld of Batnro, 



The Martyrdom of 

Madeline. 
Annan Water. 
Tho Mow Abelard. 



Tho Heir of Lions. 



Lore Mo tor Brer* 

Foxglove Manor. 

TacMaster of the Mine, 

By HALL CAINB. 

The Shadow of a Crime. 

A Son of Hagar. | Tho Deemster. 

By Casnaosusder CAMERON. 
Tho Cruise of tho "Black Prince." 
By Kin. LOVBTT CAMERON. 
DeoslTsrs Brer, j Juliet's Guardian. 

By AUSTIN CLARE. 
For tho Love of a Lass, 

Ry Mr*. ARCHER CLIVB. 
PaulFerrelL 
Why Paul FerroU Killed hie Wife. 

Ry MACLAREN COBBAN. 
Tho Cure of Bonis. 

By C. ALLSTON COLLINS. 
Ths Bar Sinister. 
MOBT. * FRANCES COLLINS, 

A Flint wlthPort 
Sweet and Twenty, 

Blacksmith and 



Tlltado Comedy. 
ToaPUyiaeFaloo. 
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Two-Shilling Novels— continued. 
By WTLftlR' COLLIN*. 



Ar il ' KVl el*! - 
After Dark* 
Bo lama. 
Antonlna. 1 Basil, 
Hide and Seek. 



A Boduo's Life. . 

Man andwife. 
Poo? Mies Rnow* 

Mlai of Mrs ? JezebersDaughter 

Bew Magdalen* tot Black Bob*. 

The Frozen Deep. Heart and 

Law and the Lady. "I Bay Ho.' 

The Two Destinies. The Evil Genius. 

Haunted HoteL Utile Bevels, 
Legacy of Gala. 

By IH. J. COLQTJHOfJN. 

Every Inch a Soldier. 

Bf DITTOIV COOK. 
Leo. | Paul Foster's Daughter- 

By C. EGBRRr CRABDO(!K. 
Prophet of the Great Smoky Mountains. 

By william cyfsles. 

Hearts of Gold. 

By ALPHOIV8B PAUBBT. 

The Evangelist; or, Port Salvation. 

By JAMBS. DB HILLE. 

A Castle in Spain. 

Br JT. LEITH DBRWBNT. . 

Our Lady of Tears. | Circe's Lovers. 
By CHARLES DICKENS. 

Sketches by Box. I Oliver Twist. 
Pickwick Papers* | Hicholas Hlckleby. 

By DICK DONOVAN. 
The Man-Hunter. | Caught at Last! 
Tracked aad Taken. . 
Who Poisoned Hatty Duncan? 
The Man from Manchester. 

By COWAN DOYUB, Ac. 

Strang* Secrets. 

By Mrs. ANNIE BDWARDRS. 

A Point of Honour* I Archie LovelL 

By St. BETHAM-EmFABDg, 

Felicia, | Kftty. ' 

By EDWARD B0GLESTON. 

Boxy. 

By PERCY FITZGERALD. 

Bella Donna. I Polly. 
Hever Forkotten. J Fatal Sero. 

nd 7 



The Second Mrs. TIUotMn. 
Seventy-five) Brooke Street* 
The Lady of Brantome. 

ALBANY DK FONBLANQCE. 

Filthy Lucre. 

By B. B. FRANCILLON. 

Olympic* 1 Queen Cophetua. 

One by One. I King or Knave ? 

A Baal Oiieen. | Romances pf Law* 

By HAROLD FREDERICK. 
Bath's Brother 1 * Wife, 
The Lawtcn GlnV 



Two»Shilling Novels cont i n ue d. 

By HAIN FBIMWBLL. 
One of Two. • 

By EBWABB GARRETT. 
The Capal Girls, 

By CHABLEH GI BB O N . 



Bobin Gray. 
Fancy Free. 
For Lack of Gold. 
What will the 

World Say? 
In Love and Way. 



In Honour Bonnet 
flower. of Sorest. 
Braes of Yarrow. 
The Golden Shaft. 
Of High Dateee. 

d Stream. 



Mead and 

.Loving a Dream. 
A Hard Knot 
Heart's Deligkt. 
Blood-Money. 



For the King. 
In Pastures Green. 
Oueen of Meadow. 
A Heart's Problem. 
The Dead Heart. 

By WILLIAM GILBBBT. 

Dr. Austin's Guests. I James Duke. 
The WlsardoftheMdnntaln. - 

By nBMRY GBEHLLE. 

A Boole Woman. 

By JOHN HABBEBTOM. 

Brueton'a Bayou, ,{ Country Luck. 

By ANDREW HALLIDAY. 
Every-Day Papers. : 

By Lady DtTFFTJS HARDY. 
Paul Wynter** ftaerltoe. 

By THOMAS HARDY. 
Under the Greenwood Tree. * 
By J. BERWICK HAR WOOD. 
The Tenth Earl. 

By JULIAN HAWTHORNE. 
Garth. f Sebastian Stroma. 

Ellice Ovemttn. . Dust. 
Fortune's FooL Beatri* Bandntpju 
Miss Cadogna. . | Love— or a game.' 
Duvld Polndexter's Disappearance. 
The Spectre of the Camera. 

By Sir ARTHCB HELPS. 
Ivan de Blron. 

By Mrs. CASHEL HOBY. 
The Lover's Creed. 
By Mrs. GEORGE HOOPER. 
The House of Baby. 

ByTIGHE HOPKINS. 

Twixt Leva aad Duty. 

By Mrs. ALFBED HUNT. 

ThorniOL 

That Other 

By JEAN ANGELOW. 

Fated to be Free. 

By HARRIETT JAY. 

The Dark Colleen. 

The Queen of Connaught. 

Bj MARK KERSHAW. 

Ccldnial Facts and Fictions. 

By R. ASHE KING. . . 
A Drawn Game. I Passion's Slave. 
« The Wearing of ike Uttan." 



iroft's ModeL ] Self Condemned, 
ther Parson. I Leaden Casket. 



CHATTO & WINDUS, 214, PICCADILLY. 
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Two-Shillino Novels— continued. 

Br HENRY KINGSLEY. 
Oakshott Cattle. 

Br JOHN LEYS. 
The Lindsays. 

■7 MARY IifNSKISVY,. 
In Exchange for a BouL . 

Bf E. LYNN A.INTON. 

Patricia Keraball. Fasten Carew. 
World WeULoeC "My Love!" 
Under which Lore* *©ne. 
The Atonement, of Learn Dundas. 
With a Silken Thread. 

She Rebel of the Family. . 
bvfttftnaWlnd. 

By IIBIfRY W. 17UCY. 

Gideon Fleyee, 

Br JUSTIN McCARTWY. 

a Fair Saxon. - I Donna Quixote. 

LinleyRochford. I Maid of Athene. 

If tee Misattthrope. | Camlohu 

Dear Lady Disdain. 

The Waterdeie Reighbours. 

My Enemy's Daughter. 

The Comet of a Beaton. 

bj agNes macboneijIj. 

Quakor Cooelne. 

KATHARINE 9. MACQUOID. 
The Bvll Rye. | Lost Rose. 
By W. II. MALE.OCK. 

The Hew Republic 
By FLORRNCR MABRYAT. 

Open ! Became 1 I Fighting the Air. 
A Harvest of Wild Oats. 
Written In Fire. 

By JT. MASTEBMAN. 

Haifa-dozen Daughters. 

By RRANDER MATTHEWS. 
A Secret of the Sea. 

By JEAN MIBBT.EmAs*. 

Touch and Go. | Mr. Dorillion. 

By Mrs. MOfcBffWORTH. 

Hathcreonrt Rectory. 

By J. E. MUBBOCK. 

Stories weird and Wonderful. 
The Dead Man's Secret. 



By B, 

A Model Father. 



Joseph's Goat. 
Goals of Fire. 



CHRISTIE MURRAY. 

Old Rlaser*s Hero. 
Hearts. 

Way of the World. 



Yal Strange. Cynic Fortune. 

A Life's Atonement. 
Ry the Gate of the Sea. 
A RU of Human Rature. 
First Person Singular. 

By MURRAY and HERMAN. 

One Traveller .Returns. 
Rani Jones's . 



By HENRY MURRAY. 

A flame of Bluff. 

Br ALICE O'HANLON. 

The Unforeseen. | Chance? or Fate? 



Two-Shilling Novels— continued. 

By GEORGES OHNET. 
Doctor Rameau. | A Last Love. 
By Mrs. OLIPHANT. 

Whlteladles. | The Primrose Path. 
The Greatest Heiress In England. 

By Mrs. ROBERT OREfLLY. 

Phoebe's Fortunes. 

By OUIBA. 



Held In Bondage. 
Strathmore* 

Chan das. 

Under Two Flags. 

Idnlifl. ' 

Gee 1 1 C jib U e m ej n e*e 

Cage. 
TrlcoLrln. 
PucK, 

Folio Farlnc. 
A Dog of FL&Qdors. 

SIgna. 

Princess Raprax* 

Inc. 
In a Winter City. 



Two Little Wooden 

Shoes. 
Ariadne. 
Friendship. 
Moths. 
Plplstrello. 
A Yillage Com- 

mune. 
Ritabl. 
Wanda. 



In Maremraa. 
Othmar. 
Gullderoy. 
Outda's Wisdom, 
Wit, and Pathos. 



MARGARET AGNES PAUL* 

Gentle and -Simple. 

By JAMES PAYN. 



£200 Reward. 
Marine Residence. 
Mirk Abbey. 
By Proxy. 
Under One Roof. 
High Spirits. 
Carlyon's Year. 
From Exile. 
For Cash Only. 
Kit. 

The Canon*! Ward 
Talk of the Town. 
Holiday Tasks. 



Rentlnck's Tutor. 

Murphy's Master. 

A County Family. 

At Her Mercy. 

Cecil's Tryst. 

ClyffardsofClyffe. 

Foster Brothers. 

Found Dead. 

Best of Husbands. 

Walter's Word. 

Halves. 

Fallen Fortunes. 

Humorous Stories'. 

Lost Sir Massingbordi 

A Perfect Treasure. 

A Woman's Vengeance. 

The Family Scapegrace* 

What He Cost Her; 

Gwendoline's Harvest. 

Lite Father, Like Son. 

Married Beneath Him. 

Rot Wooed, but Won. 

Less Rlack than We're Painted. 

A Confidential Agent. 

Some Private Views. 

A Grape from a Thorn. 

Glow-worm Tales. 

The Mystery of BMrbridgc. 

By C. A> PIKitlS. 

Lady Lovelace. 

By EDGAR A. BOB. 

The Mystery or Marie Roget. 
By B» C< PRICE. 

Yalentina. I The Foreigners. 

Mrs. laaoasUr's Rival 

Gerald. 



Two-Shilling Novels— <ontiniud. 
By CHARLES READS. 

It Is Wcver Too Late io Mend. 

Chris Lie John* tone, 

PuL Yauricir In Hit Place, 

The Doable Ba.rrla^e. 

Love Me Mule, Love He Long, 

The Cloleter and the Hearth, 

The Course of True Love. 

Autobiography of a Thief. 

A Terrible Temptation. 

The Wandering Heir. 

Singleheart and Doubleface. 

Good Stortei of Hen and other Animall. 

Hard Cash, A Simpleton* 

Peg WofflngtOO. ReadUna. 

GrlfTUh Gaunt. A Woman -HatefW 

Foul Play, The Jilt. 

By Mrs. JJ. H. R1DDELL. 

Weird Sterlet. | Fairy Water. 

Her Matter*! Darling. 

Prince of Walee'i Garden Party. 

TIm Uninhabited House. 

The Mystery In Palace Oardene. 

% By F. W. BOBINMN. 

Women are Strange. 
The Handi of Justice. 

By JJAJIES lWNCMAN. 

Skippers and Shellbacks. 
Oraee BalmaUn'i Sweetheart. 
Bchoole and Scholars. 

By W. CLABK BUSSKLI*. 

Bound the Galley Fire. 
On the FoYsle Head. 
In the Middle Watch. 
A Yoyago to the Capo. 
A Book for the Hammock. 
The Mystery of the M Ocean Star." 
The Bomanoe of Jenny Hartowc. 
An Oeean Tragedy. 
GEOBOB ACOVSirg SAE.A. 
Gaslight and Daylight. 

By JOHN SAUNDERS. 
Gny Waterman. I Tan 
The Lion in the Path. 

By KATHARINE SAUNDERS. 



n Merry weather. I Heart SalYage. 
The High Mills. Sebastian. 

Margaret and Elisabeth. 

By GBOBOE R. SIMS. 

Rogues and Vagabonds. 

The Bind o' Bells. 

Mary Jane's Memoiss. 

Mary Jane Married. 

Tales of To-day. | Dramas of Life. 

Tlnkletop's Grime. 

By ART1TUR SktRTCHJLEY. 

A Matoh in the Dark. 

By T. W. SPEIGHT. 
The Mysteries of Heron Dyke. 
The Golden Hoop. | By DcYlcas Ways. 
Hoodwinked, ke. 



Two-Smilumo Novels— continued. 

By R. A. STERNDAJLB. 
The Afghan Kails. 

By R. LOUIS STEVENSON. 
■ew Arabian Eights. | Prinoe Otto. 
BY BERTHA THOMAS. 
Cresslda. | Proad Maine. 

The Ylolin-player. 

By WALTER THOBNRURY. 
Tales for the Marines. 
Old Stories Bo-told. 

T. ADOLPHUS TROLLOPS. 

Diamond Gat Diamond. 

By F. BLEANOB TBGLLOPB 

Like Ships upon the Sea. 

Anne Furness. | Mabel's Progress. 

By ANTHONY TBOLLOPE. 

Fran Frohmann. | Kept in the Dark. 

Marion Fay. 

The Way We LIyo 

The Ameriean Senator. 

Mr. Scarborough's Family. 

The iAnd-Leaguers. 

The Golden Lion of Graapere. 

By J. T. TBOWBBIDGE. 
FarnelTs lolly. 
By IVAN TURGENIEFF, eVe 

Stories from Foreign novelists. 

By JHABK TWAIN. 

Tom Sawyer. I A Tramp Abroad. 

The Stolen White Elephant. 

A Pleasure Trip on the Continent. 

Huckleberry Ffnn. 

Life on the Mississippi. 

The Prince and the Pauper. 

By €. O. FRASBR-TYTLEB. 
Mistress Judith. 

By SARAH TVTLBB. 



I Kept in the Dark 

JJofcrGaldlgata. 

Bow. 



The Bride's Pass. BoMesse Oblige. 
Burled Diamonds. Disappeared, 
SalntrMungo*sCity. Huguenot Family. 
Lady Bell. Blackball Ghosts. 

What She Came Through. 
Beauty and the Beast, 
dtoyenne Jaquellne. . 

By JT. S. WINTER. 
CaYalry Ufa. | Bogimental Legends. 

By H. F. WOOD. 
The Passenger from Scotland Yard. 
The Englishman of the Rue Cain. 

By Lady WOOD. 

Sablna. 

CJELIA PARKJBR WOOLLEY. 

Rachel Armstrong ; or, Love ft Theology 

By EDMUND YATES. 
The Foriorn Hope. 1 Land at Last. 
- nray. 
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